
 
 
 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Immanuel Lutheran Church ELCA 

Forest City, Iowa 

Pastors Rod Hopp & Zech Anderson, Intern Elizabeth Carr 

January 28, 2024    9:15am 
www.immanuelfamily.com 

             
Building community in the name and likeness of Jesus Christ. 

             
 

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; 
in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are 
ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We 
encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails 
over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 
 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved 
you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always 
recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew 
your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG: “Your Name” 
As morning dawns and evening fades, You inspire songs of praise 
That rise from earth to touch Your heart and glorify Your Name 

 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower, Your Name is a shelter like no other 
Your Name let the nations sing it louder 'cause nothing has the power to save but Your Name 

 

Jesus in Your Name we pray, Come and fill our hearts today 
Lord give us strength to live for You and glorify Your Name 

 

CCLI Song # 4611679 Glenn Packiam | Paul Baloche © 2006 Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's Hosanna! Music 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 The prophet speaks with God’s authority 
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PSALM: Psalm 111 [read responsively] 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
        you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 5You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Limits to liberty; the case of food offered to idols 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 The healing of one with an unclean spirit 
Announcement: Glory to you, O Lord. Conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON / SERMON                Intern Elizabeth 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Great is our God” 
The splendor of the King, Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light, And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice, And trembles at His voice 

 

How great is our God, Sing with me, How great is our God 
And all will see how great, How great is our God 

 

And age to age He stands, And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one, Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb, The Lion and the Lamb 

 

Name above all names, Worthy of all praise, My heart will sing, How great is our God 
 

CCLI Song # 4348399 Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves © 2004 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; 
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APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: L: God of grace,    C: receive our prayer. 
Ruby Sue Albertsen Joyce Kasper  Tim Schmidt 
Kristy Anderson  Donna Kvale  Lowell Solberg 
Liam Bartleson  Chris McCormick  Jennie Spencer 
Hayden Despenas Jill (Lewison) Nedved Lucky Truong 
Parker Farland  Melvin Peterson  Missionary Karen Anderson 
Ruth Gernetzke  Carroll Reines  Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Magallanes 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY: “Give Thanks” 
 Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
 Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. [repeat] 
 

 And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, 
 “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us; [repeat] 
 

 Give thanks. 
 

CCLI Song # 20285; Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music For use solely with the 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
L: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you 
open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow 
your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION / LORD’S PRAYER / COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

SENDING SONG: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”           #310 ELW 
 

BLESSING / DISMISSAL: God in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

† † † † † † 
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Today’s worship is broadcast at 11:00am over KIOW 107.3 FM. Broadcast is given in 
memory of Jay Lewison (Jan. 28 b’day) from his mom, Alice. 
 

Altar flowers are given in memory of Jennifer Vaage Johnson from Cynthia Wickert, 
Brian Vaage, and Martin & Liz Vaage. 
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