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Easter Day ~ April 1
7:00 a.m. - Early Sunrise Service
7:30-9:30 a.m. - Easter Breakfast
(freewill donation)
served by Immanuel’s group going to
the ELCA National Youth Gathering
in Houston, TX this summer
9:15 a.m. - Festive Worship with
brass & choir

The tomb is empty! Jesus has appeared to Mary! Christ is Risen!
Now we set out on “The road where faith is found” with the light of
Christ guiding our way, with the assurance of salvation.
How much more hopeful does this journey feel knowing that
the risen Christ is walking with us!

Spring Salad Luncheon
Friday, April 20, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church
To benefit Hospice of North Iowa
And the Patients and Families they serve
Cost: $7.00
Tickets are on sale at:
Immanuel Lutheran Church, MBT & TSB Banks
Would you consider contributing a salad or helping with
the preparation or cleanup for the annual salad luncheon?
If so, please contact Jaci Thorson (585-3152)
or Sue Reese (581-2045).
Donated salads may be delivered to church
by 9:00 a.m. on Friday, April 20.
(Please put your salad in a clearly identified container.)

There is no cost to attend. Open to ladies of all ages!
Mothers, daughters, sisters, children, and friends.
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Volunteers needed for VBS

Krista Hopp

Do you love spending time with kids? Do you have a passion
for sharing God’s love with others? Maybe you love music, drama,
arts and crafts, or games? It sounds like you would be a great fit to
help with Immanuel’s VBS this summer! Our theme this summer is
“Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus”! Our VBS is scheduled from 9:0012:00 on June 4-8. We are looking for volunteers of all kinds! If you
can only help during those morning hours, if you are available to
set up, but not during the times kids are here, or if you can be
here anytime we need you, let us know! You can always contact
Krista and Tasha at childrensed@immanuelfamily.com or call us at
the church. We will also be passing around a sign-up sheet during
church in the coming weeks, so be on the lookout. This is a great
experience for kids and teachers alike, and we need the community of Immanuel to help us make this happen and to raise up strong
believers in our young people!

2nd Sunday’
Potluck Brunch April 8
Council and Staff will be hosting the April Potluck Brunch following 9:15 worship on Sunday, April 8. This will be the last potluck brunch until fall.
All are welcome to just drop off your dish to share in the kitchen before worship and it will be taken care of for you. Breakfast
or dinner items, whatever you feel like bringing. If you haven’t attended one of these meals, join in for the great table of food and
fellowship. If someone isn’t able to bring a dish, please come!
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Know a college student in
need of summer work?
Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps have openings for
summer camp staff.
Through intentional training and lots of hands-on experience,
young adults on staff grow in many ways over the course of the
summer: Leadership skills, creative ministry, self-confidence, servant attitude, faith formation and Bible engagement, and much
more… Lasting friendships and life-long memories are made
working at camps, plus you get paid.
More information and the online application can be found at:
www.okoboji.org/apply.
Apply for summer staff and make a difference!

Immanuel’s Staff & Council Retreat group (front): Alice Lewellen, Kathy Leuwerke, Ellen Olson, Zoey Steffensen, Kathy McEnelly; (middle):
Tasha Banta, Amy Thorson; (back): Pastor Rod Hopp, Ken Hansen, Matt Polsdofer, Cynthia Ryder, Krista Hopp, Ben Allaway, Quincey Benson,
Pastor Zech Anderson, Steve Olmstead; (photographer): Jaci Thorson.
The group gathered on March 18 in the Anna Marie Mitchell Room on the Waldorf Campus. Dined together at Waldorf Food Service, participated in ‘team building’ exercises, and discussed how different personalities can work together after analyzing the R.E.A.L. assessment that
everyone had taken. Pastor Rod led a leadership presentation, Leading in a Liminal Season, by Susan Beaumont, highlighting living in an era
where congregations are between a known past and an undefined future and what kind of leadership presence and core values are needed.
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Letter From Pastor Rod
God is So Good
On Sunday March 18th our children played
their hand bells and sang the song, “God is So
Good.” God is so good. God is so good. God is
so good, he’s so good to me! It is a simple song
that proclaims a bold truth: God is good! Thank
you kids for proclaiming this wonderful message!
Pastor Rod
There may be times throughout life when
we question that or wonder if it is real. When bad things happen to
us or to people we love we may wonder why God let that bad thing
happen or why God didn’t stop it. In a sermon I recently heard, the
pastor encouraged his listeners to become aware of the difference
between looking for reasons why things happen, and looking for
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God’s purposes in the things that happen.
If we look for reasons he said, we will always discover that
the main reason is sin. We will not like the answer and it doesn’t
lead anywhere. If, on the other hand, we look for God’s purpose in
whatever happens to us and those we love, then we can begin to
see the power of God to bring good even out of terrible situations.
In Romans 5:20-21 we read, “Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all
the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Jesus died and rose again, to overcome the sin that destroys life, so that in all things you and I can ask, “what is God’s
purpose here in this situation?” God is good and through the good
news that “Christ is risen” we can indeed be assured that in and
through all things God is working to give us new life in Jesus.
Crossed in Christ, Pastor Rod

The Day of Resurrection
In Exodus 12:29-30 we read, “At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and
all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a
great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead.
These were the events of the night before Israel’s release from captivity after four hundred years in slavery in Egypt. Israel had
been instructed by the Lord to prepare by slaughtering a lamb and painting its blood around the frame of the door to their homes.
When the angel of Death saw the blood on the door frame of the Israelite’s homes he would pass by without inflicting death upon that
home. This is the story of the Passover, and I can’t imagine waking up in the morning to the kind of tragedy and horror to which the
Egyptians awoke. It was an event that touched every family in Egypt.
As I prepare for holy week and for our celebrations on the day of resurrection, it occurs to me that this day in the history of Egypt
is exactly the opposite of what we are expecting and anticipating on the day of resurrection. On that day when Jesus reveals himself in
his glory we expect and anticipate that every grave will be opened and the dead in Christ will rise. There will not be one family untouched by the resurrection of those they love to the resurrection of life.
Day by day in this life we, and the whole creation, live in the realty of the Egyptians. We experience the sting and the tragedy of
death; we groan under its weight, and we long for its reversal. That day has already begun to dawn in the day of Jesus’ resurrection.
Death has been put on notice that its empire will fall, that its dominion has been broken and its death dealing grip of dominance has
been loosened.
In the old hymn, The Day of Resurrection we proclaim the good news that that liberty has come to all creation through the resurrection of Jesus:
1

The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
the passover of gladness,
the passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
from sin’s dominion free,
our Christ hath brought us over,
with hymns of victory.

2

Our hearts be purged of evil,
that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal
of resurrection light;
and listening to his accents,
may hear, so calm and plain,
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,
may raise the glad refrain.

3

Now let the heavens be joyful!
Let earth its song begin!
the round world keep high triumph,
and all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen
their notes in gladness blend,
for Christ the Lord has risen,
our joy that has no end.

Dear friends, as we live in the grace and forgiveness of Christ Jesus, every day is a day of resurrection in him. May your life reflect
that goodness of God and may you be up lifted day by day to stand firm in faith until the culmination of that day is revealed and
death’s reign is ended once and for all.
Blessed Days of Resurrection, Pastor Rod
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April Fools!
Now, where were we? Oh yes, Holy
Week. We followed Jesus on the road to
the grave, we saw him enter triumphantly
into Jerusalem being praised as king. He
gave us a new commandment to love one
another and gave us the Lord’s Supper
to remember him by. He suffered at the
hands of humans and died on the cross.
Pastor Zech
He was laid to rest in the grave, and at that
moment sin, death, and the devil had won. The Son of God
was dead, now owned by Hell, something we do confess in
the Apostles Creed, “he descended into Hell (or ‘the dead’)”
Now this is where April Fools comes into play. Think of
the best prank you have ever pulled on someone. I can think
of a couple ones right now. I remember as a kid if you flushed
the toilet when someone was showering the water became
ice cold instantly. And I may have done that to my brothers at some point, but they did it back too. Or another one
that comes to mind was saying things like, “look out side the
window I think I see an elephant.” And of course, my young
brother would look out and see nothing and that’s when I’d
say “April Fools”. Pranks can be like someone pulling a rug
out from underneath someone. One minute they are filled
with joy, and the next they are on the group confused by
what just happened.
See where I’m going with this? This year Easter falls on
April Fools day, and to me there may be no better day this
could land. Because Jesus pulled the ultimate prank on sin,
death, and the devil he pulled the rug right out from under
them. He died, yes actually died on Good Friday and as I
said earlier descended into Hell. They had one. But on the
third day he ROSE FROM THE DEAD. Sin, death, and the devil
could not keep Jesus in, just when they thought they’d won
Jesus comes out of the grave and says April Fools! I gotcha.
But that’s not the end of this fooling either. Jesus may have
got away but, sin, death and the devil still had us. Nope,
wrong again. Through Jesus and what occurred that Easter
morning, they no longer had us either. We are God’s now,
through Christ alone Grace, Forgiveness of sins, and eternal
life have been given to us. Sin, death, and the devil are on
the floor after the rug has been pulled out from under them
and they are still stunned today. We may die in an earthly
way but we are not owned by death, Christ owns us forever.
We may sin but it will not be the final word, instead Christ is
the final word. And the Devil no longer has the last say, Jesus does. That is the best part of Easter morning, April Fools
day. Sin, death and the devil look like fools, and we now have
new life that could never have been for us all before Easter,
all thanks to the Final Road that I like to call Glory Road. Jesus
walks with us on all those other roads but, in the end they all
lead to Glory Road and the promise of Jesus and the Resurrection. Who saw that coming?
See you in worship. Pastor Zech Anderson
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Dear Immanuel Family,
I use this prayer often in my devotional time to remind me of why I do
my work. If we all prayed this prayer as
we sing, imagine what the Holy Spirit
might unlock within us, opening ourselves to the possibilities of life on the
Road of Faith... Allowing your life to
be guided by the songs of our shared
worship experience could change
how you come to worship, and how
you leave...

Ben Allaway

Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple.
Grant that what we sing with our lips
we may believe in our hearts,
and what we believe in our hearts we may
show forth in our lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Much love, Ben Allaway

Wind Symphony Concert
The Waldorf University Wind Symphony,
directed by Corey Schmitt, will be in concert at
Immanuel on Sunday evening,
April 22, at 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome to come and enjoy
their end-of-the-year free concert.

]r} A ]r}
Wednesday April Menus
April 4..................................................... Pancake Night
April 11..........................Hot turkey, green beans, bars
April 18...........................................Goulash, corn, bars
April 25.......................................Pork fritter sandwich,
cheesy hash browns,
baked beans, bars
Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal
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Promiseland

Krista Hopp
The last month has been
a busy one at Immanuel, and
it has been busy for Promiseland kids. Our fourth and fifth
graders from Immanuel had
a chance to help with the Stop
Krista Hopp and
Hunger food packing event at
Tasha Banta
the Waldorf Atrium. It was
tricky to schedule because
they changed the hours
available this year, but we
were able to get a couple of
tables to pack food before
Promiseland. All the kids
did a wonderful job, and we
were able to pack multiple
boxes of meals to send to
families in need. It is a great
opportunity each year for
our community.
On March 14, third,
fourth, and fifth graders
were able to attend the
Promiseland 4th-5th graders
annual Lenten Fair. If you
helped pack meals at the STOP
have never had the chance
HUNGER food packing event
to attend the Lenten Fair, I
will give a short overview. I
know when I was teaching Promiseland classes over the last
5 years, I learned so much about our faith and what we do
during Lent. I know it is meaningful for the students, too.
We had six stations through which the groups rotated. They
learned about the history and practice of Fat Tuesday, they
made a palm cross and discussed Palm Sunday, they learned
about the Last Supper and were able to taste foods from
the Seder meal, they learned about Jesus’ sacrifice on Good
Friday and were able to write down a sin and tape it to the
cross, they discussed Resurrection Sunday and did a cross
craft, and they learned about the symbols of new life while
they interacted with real bunnies and a puppy and enjoyed
a delicious cake. It was a great hour of learning about and
exploring our faith during the Lenten season.
Before students went to their stations, they began the
evening outside in front of the church where Ben Allaway
and Pastor Zech taught about burning last year’s palms to
make ashes for this current year. Students loved watching
the flame grow quickly, burn very bright, and then die down
all within a very short amount of time. Then they were guided in placing ashes on each other’s foreheads while reciting,
“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” It was
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a powerful moment for all. We would like to give a special
thanks to those who helped run the stations: Tammy Krieger, Tori Eastvold, Mary Kingland, Cindi Lehmann, Elizabeth
Smith, Alice Lewellen, Nate and Cassy Gambell, Donna Bindel, and the Board of Education.
Even if you didn’t have a chance to visit the Lenten
Fair as a Promiseland teacher or the parent of a Promiseland student, you can still learn about the meanings and
history of the Lenten Days we remember and celebrate. As
we move toward Holy Week, I pray you are able to be present in this season and that your relationship with the Lord
grows deeper.

At the Lenten Fair Promiseland 3rd-5th graders learned the
practice of burning last year palm branches for ashes to use
on Ash Wednesday marking the cross on each other saying,
“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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Youth Ministry
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without the awesome support of Immanuel! We were also presented an opportunity for a student from Chile to accompany us to
Houston for The Gathering and be part of our group. This will add
to the already amazing experience that our group will encounter!
Thank you again for everything!

By Matt Polsdofer

To Follow or Not?
Our high school youth recently talked
about what it means to follow Jesus. This is
both a basic question because to be a Christian means you are a follower of Jesus and
yet can be a difficult and challenging question to answer. We began by discussing what
Matt Polsdofer
it means to follow and the numerous ways to
follow someone-in a line following them, emulating their actions, following them on social media, and many
other ways.
We also discussed what it means to follow Jesus. It can be intimating to follow the Son of God! Someone who died and was
raised three days later, performed numerous miracles and spoke
so thoughtfully. The great news that we find in Luke 9 is that ANYONE can follow Jesus. Regardless of previous social economic status, education, or any other circumstance. Jesus selected a ragtag
bunch of disciples (tax collectors, fishermen & others) who were
not the best or brightest of the bunch. In fact, they were constantly confused and not understanding Jesus’ teachings. This is GREAT
news for us, because ANYONE can be a follower of Christ! I invite
you to explore what it means to you to follow Jesus and continue
to follow Him!
In Christ, Matt Polsdofer
Coordinator of Youth Ministry & Outreach

Immanuel’s Quarterly Mission Emphasis (April-June) is the
Grangaard’s who are the Co-Country Coordinators of the Young
adults in Global Mission Program in Jerusalem and West Bank.
We continue ‘Walking together in the Holy Land’ for another
year now with a $5,000 commitment for their ministry. Thank you
for your continued mission support. Check out the bulletin board
by the fireside room in the office hallway designated for the Grangaard’s. An excerpt from Pastor Jeni’s sermon on Mark 1 at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem, found in their most
recent newsletter:
Perhaps we should amend our prayer from “lead us not into
temptation” to “meet us in our temptation.” What we can see from
our very lives is that Jesus doesn’t erase the wilderness from the
map. It is still out there, it is still in here (in our selves). Jesus doesn’t
erase the wilderness, instead, he has learned its slope. The way water falls down the easiest path. The way the land bends toward itself. It exists now as it did then, at the edges and sometimes at the
center of our lives. And Jesus walks with us through it.

Missionaries Revs. Jeni &
Colin Grangaard and children
Amos (1½) and Josephine
(4½)
photo courtesy of Ben Gray/
ELCJHL

Houston Youth Gathering Update: THANK YOU so much for
all the support both financially and spiritually! We have met our
financial goal which is awesome! We could NOT have done this

Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY Febuary 2018

February
Actual 2018

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-date
Actual

Annual
Budget

Percent of
YTD Budget 16.67%

February
Actual 2017

YTD
Actual 2017

Regular Offerings & Envelopes

31,905.03

41,671.00

65,670.91

500,052.00

13.1%

31,115.78

65,088.52

Other Income

12,074.35

5,781.50

13,633.72

69,378.00

19.7%

16,370.50

17,734.00

Total Income

43,979.38

47,452.50

79,304.63

569,430.00

13.9%

47,486.28

82,822.52

Staff Support

28,307.93

28,985.50

58,008.35

347,826.00

16.7%

23,597.53

53,730.64

Administration

19,366.15

9,708.25

23,987.18

116,499.00

20.6%

20,910.71

27,383.32

Ministry Areas

7,845.38

8,758.75

13,756.70

105,105.00

13.1%

7,008.83

12,521.92

Income

Expense

Loan re-payment/contingency

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.0%

0.00

0.00

Total Expenses

55,519.46

47,452.50

95,752.23

569,430.00

16.8%

51,517.07

93,635.88

Income Less Expense

($11,540.08)

0.00

($16,447.60)

0.00

($4,030.79)

($10,813.36)
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Immanuel
Library
April
2018

Page 7

MARCH TO 500
350

Large Print Books

350

Seeking His Love
By Carrie Turansky

Since losing his wife and child, widower Cam
McKenna has tried to avoid children. But when he
must temporarily care for his niece, he finds that he
has no idea how to relate to a fourteen-year-old girl
so he seeks the advice of the new Christian Youth
theater director. She teaches him about teens….and
love but why is the director Rachel so secretive
about her past? The truth threatens their fragile
relationship yet promises to bring them closer to
each other—and the Lord— than either dreamed
possible.

As a novice FBI agent, Jackson McGraw was
deeply touched by the young single mother—a
murder witness—in his protective custody. When
her baby girl was almost killed, Eloise fled—
selflessly leaving her child in his care with a note to
find her a good Christian home. Now, twenty years
later, the mob is obsessed with retaliation against
the woman whose testimony imprisoned their late
dad. Jackson is determined to track Eloise down to
protect her—and reclaim two decades' worth of
love.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Promiseland Reading Contest

There are many more large print books to choose
from. Stop by Immanuel’s library and check out the
selection.

Thank you for the financial gifts that come in from worship offerings, automatics, or through
the mail.
Try this convenient way to give your offerings to Immanuel – could be a one-time gift, or a
recurring electronic gift.
Just scan this QR code with your mobile device and follow the simple steps.
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Board notes

Parish Council

Kathy McEnelly
The ILC council met on March 12, 2018 with the following
members present: Kathy McEnelly, Quincey Benson, Ellen Olson,
Alice Lewellen, Amy Thorson, Cynthia Ryder, Kathy Leuwerke, Pastor Hopp and Pastor Anderson.
Council discussed the summer worship schedule and will
make a final decision at their April meeting regarding worship
time and outdoor services.
A committee was set for the purpose of filling the Education
position on a permanent basis (currently Tasha Banta and Krista
Hopp are filling the position on an interim basis).
Council heard a request to increase the Worship & Music
budget for worship support and choir accompaniment. Council
approved $2,600 for worship support and $1,250 for choir accompaniment.
Wednesday night meals for the summer was discussed and
how that might be covered. Decisions will be made at the April
meeting.

Board of Education
Krista Hopp

The Education Board met on Tuesday, March 6 at 5:00 p.m.
Our main topic for meeting this month was to discuss the
Lenten Fair. We began with prayer from Pastor Zech. An idea for
kids to partake in burning palm branches to create ashes at the
beginning of the Lenten Fair. Ben Allaway is willing to lead that, so
we may do it at the beginning of the Lenten Fair.
Letters will be sent to parents regarding the Lenten Fair because it will begin ten minutes earlier, and parents are encouraged
to join with their children.
We have a mixture of Board of Education members and other
congregation members helping with the Fair.
As a group, we wondered how can we can best connect Lenten Fair learning with life at home? How can kids show what they
have learned to the church family? A few options were discussed
included an “exit slip” after the Fair and possibly a bulletin board
for display.
Pastor Zech brought up the end of the year activity that took place
last year. Overall, the board expressed interest, and it was very enjoyable last year. Things to consider are how close will it be to VBS
and what to do if it rains. We will continue discussing this topic as
it gets closer.
Next Board meeting will be Tuesday, April 3, 5:00 p.m. in the Kitchenette.

Board of Trustees

Kathy McEnelly
The Board of Trustees met on February 12, 2018. In January,
we ended the month with a loss of -$4,907.52. There were some
Music & Worship expenses from December that got paid out in January. The Board discussed and approved funding to two new side
doors on the front of the church; the funding will come from leftover 2017 Endowment Funds, undesignated memorials and Firm
Foundations funds. The Board approved adding Kay Sorensen to
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the WELCA account at Titonka Savings Bank. Mike Oleson reported that he renegotiated the contract with Schumacher Elevator
Company for a savings of $424 per year. Mike also recommended
that we cancel our contract with Mason City recycling at a savings
of $840 per year and he will find another avenue for the recycling.
The Board approved funding to repair the front concrete with half
of the expense coming from the Property 2018 budget and the
other half funded by Firm Foundation funding.

Mission and Outreach

Sharen Rieffer
Mission & Outreach Board met on Wednesday, March 14.
Members present: Ken Korth, Jaci Thorson, Amy Thorson and Sharen Rieffer.
Devotions: Ken gave an opening prayer and read the gospel
for the upcoming Sunday.
We discussed the status of the STOP HUNGER campaign. Food
was packaged Feb. 28 with funds raised totaling $9,997. This was
a combined effort of Waldorf University, Immanuel Lutheran and
others. $500 of that amount had come from Immanuel’s Endowment Fund requested by M&O.
Mission offerings given in March will coincide with the Lenten
Offerings meaning that ½ of the amount will be given to our Global Missionaries, ¼ to our local food bank and ¼ to be used toward
our Wednesday night meals.
Amy will recommend to the Council that our next quarter
mission offerings (April-June) would go towards our missionaries
serving in the Holy Land. Our church has an annual $5,000 commitment to them.
The WIS Assembly mission goal for their meeting in June will
be to collect new or gently used books for the Houston Independent School Districts to replenish those lost during Hurricane Harvey. There is a list of titles desired. The board will discuss how we
would like to be part of this at our next month’s meeting.
Next meeting will be Wednesday, April 11 at 5pm.

Parish Life

Melanie Westerber
Board of Parish Life met on Tues. March 6th. (New time)
Our committee is now being joined by Ben Allaway. We reviewed our calendar of events for Ben so that he could get a better
idea of the things our group is responsible for.
We also discussed the possibilities of helping the Education
Board with an end-of-the-year picnic again for Promiseland.
Ben made several suggestions for things he would like to see
us work on. We are considering bringing back friendship pads for
the pews and getting teams of 2 to be greeters at the main doors
and the Ed. wing door as well. We also discussed having “section
hosts” in different areas of the church who would notice if new
people were sitting in a area and invite them to coffee after church.
We would welcome anyone who would like to help with any
of these projects and/ or be a part of our committee. Our next
meeting will be held Tues. April 3rd at 5:00.
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Dates to Remember

WERE WE THERE?
Marge Solberg
Every now and then I read, again, the creation story. In the
very beginning God created the whole universe, the earth, all that
was on the earth, everything in the oceans – and - people. As He
made each, He looked at it and, “He saw that it was good.” WERE WE
THERE? If so, we would have seen a beautiful garden where people and animals lived together in peace. But the people weren’t
satisfied; they disobeyed God; and all were removed from the garden. Nothing was perfect anymore. Animals killed animals; people
killed people. Now, all creation would know pain and death. WERE
WE THERE? If we were, we would have seen God look sadly over His
creation.
God changed His plan. He loved His creation, so He sent His
Son, Jesus, to earth to be a sacrifice for the wrongs (sins) of all people for all time. But the people weren’t satisfied; they continued to
disobey God. Some young men and women were shackled, taken
to distant lands and became slaves. Others saw whipped and beaten slaves; said they were less than human and were not worthy of
God. WERE WE THERE? If so, we would have seen broken bodies
and lost dreams fall in despair. We said it wasn’t our concern and
we didn’t know them, so we walked away. Hatred festered into
wars all over the world. Many hated those who were different, so
they killed them. Millions of people were forced to flee torture and
death. We turned away; we were building a future of comfort and
didn’t see God grieving as He walked with the masses.
We were there. I did see. I could have reached out my arms to
help carry their burden, but I turned away. We are at the foot of the
cross and we see the miracle of Easter, the risen Lord Jesus, who
carries our burden of sin. We hear God say to us, “Feed my hungry
people; heal those who are sick; lift up those who are depressed
and discouraged.” We can’t turn away again.
WERE WE THERE? YES, WE WERE THERE, IT WAS EASTER - WE
DID NOT TURN AWAY!

Prayer Shawl Ministry and others made over 40 red newborn hats
to raise awareness of newborn congenital heart defects. These red
hats will be sent to the American Red Cross in Des Moines where they
will be washed and given out at participating hospitals. Knitters pictured left to right: Marlene Faircloth, Joan Hansen, Rogene Westerberg, Alice Jones.

Thursday, April 12, 10am....Circle Bible Study Leaders w/
Barb Johnson, Lounge
Monday, April 16, 2-4pm.. Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Thursday, April 19................................................ Circle Day
Tuesday, April 24, 1pm..... Lutheran World Relief Quilting
Do Day, Fellowship Hall
April Laundry.............................................. Tammy Krieger
April Coffee Fellowship........................ Library Committee

April Circle Schedule
Date/
Time
Martha Thursday, Apr. 19, 9:30am
		
		
Dorcas
Thursday, Apr. 19, 1:30pm
		
		
Sarah
Thursday, Apr. 19, 1:30pm
		
Rachel
Thursday, Apr. 19, 1:30pm
		
		

Location/Hostess
Lesson Leader
Shalom/
Linda Owen,
Ruby Rauk
Shalom/
Ardelle Osnes,
Alice Jones
Lounge/
Kay Sorensen,
Fellowship Hall/
JoAnn Bartleson,
Mary Rodberg

Vital Agers’ May Basket Party
@ Forest Plaza, May 1, 2pm

Make plans to come and celebrate
May Day with the Forest Plaza residents!
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We want to be connected to you!
Please help us by filling out the short form below with your most current information on all household members. We ill compile the information and update
what we have on record. Thank you for helping make the connection!
Household Name: ______________________ Home Phone: ___________________ Home Address___________________________
House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________

Cell Phone: ___________________

Email: ______________________

House Hold Members:_______________________ Cell Phone: ___________________
Email: ______________________
PLEASE CIRCLE THE BEST NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOUR HOUSEHOLD

Volunteer

Altar Guild
Apr. 1........................................................................... Kathy Leuwerke
Apr. 8................................................................................... Jean Yeager
Apr. 15........................................................................ Kathy Leuwerke
Apr. 22................................................................................ Jean Yeager
Apr. 29........................................................................ Kathy Leuwerke
Assisting Ministers
Apr. 1..................................................................Jim Cherry (7 & 9:15)
Apr. 8..........................................................................David Readinger
Apr. 15..............................................................................Carolyn Price
Apr. 22............................................................................ Cynthia Ryder
Apr. 29......................................................................... Kathy McEnelly
Readers
Apr. 1................................................................................... Mary Loden
Apr. 8..................................................................................... Mary Farus
Apr. 15................................................................................... Ray Beebe
Apr. 22............................................................................ Cynthia Ryder
Apr. 29...................................................................... Wyatt Steffensen
Communion Servers
Apr. 1...............................................................(7:00) Scott Fruhwirth;
(9:15) Liz Wilson, Melanie Westerberg, Judy Utech
Apr. 8................................................. Laurel Erickson, Joy Newcom
Apr. 15........................................................ Carolyn Price, Liz Wilson
Apr. 22.................................................Cynthia Ryder, Joan Hansen
Apr. 29.............................................Kathy McEnelly, Kay Sorensen
Communion Set Up
Apr. 1.................................................... Alice Jones, Marge Solberg,
Apr. 8.....................................................................................Ellen Olson
Apr. 15........................................................................ Kathy Leuwerke
Apr. 22.......................................................................Shirley Rollefson

April 2018
Apr. 29.................................................................................... Barb Lovick
Wednesdays.................................................... Bernie & Karen Kofron
Song Leaders
Apr. 8..................................................................Kathy Jerome, Liz May
Apr. 15...................................................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Apr. 22....................................................... Jaci Thorson, Brenda Rust,
Apr. 29........................................Cindi Lehmann, Audrey Olmstead
Ushers.Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich
Sound Techs..................................Bruce Mielke, David Midtgaard
Offering Counters................... Donna Johnson, Anna Harringa,
Elaine Nerdig, Betty Nelson, Marj Anderson

Would you like to be a part
of the larger church and
represent Immanuel at
Synod Assembly?
Consider volunteering to attend the
Western Iowa Synod Assembly June 8-10 at
the Sioux City Convention Center in Sioux City.
Delegates early-bird registration is by May 1 so please submit your
name thru the church office or Pastor Rod soon, or if you would
like to know about this Assembly. (No expense to you.)
The assembly theme is “We Are Church For the Sake of the
World”. What does this mean? In Presiding Bishop Eaton’s words,
“We are a church first. And at the heart of what we do is worship,
and the heart of that is Jesus Christ,” she said. “We are church for
the sake of the world. We weren’t redeemed to just think good
thoughts of Jesus Christ. We’re supposed to be out there, helping
to bring about the abundant life.”

April 2018

Sunday
1

7am - Easter Sunrise
Worship
7:30-9:30am - Easter
Breakfast (freewill for
Youth Gathering trip), FH
9:15am - Easter Worship

8

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - ‘2nd Sunday’
Potluck Brunch, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD w/
Pastor Rod, Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Like Fire @
Gatsby’s, Waldorf

15

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD,
Lounge
3:30-6:30pm - Cub
Scouts’ Blue & Gold
Banquet, FH
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Like Fire @
Gatsby’s, Waldorf
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Monday
2

church offices
closed

9

6:45pm - Council,
Reformation

16

2-4pm - Prayer Shawl
Ministry, Shalom

22

23

29

30

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Like Fire @
Gatsby’s, Waldorf
7pm - Waldorf Wind
Symphony Concert,
Sanctuary
9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Like Fire @
Gatsby’s, Waldorf

Tuesday
3

2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
5pm - Parish Life Board,
Lounge
5pm - Education Board,
Kitchenette

10

9:30am - Vital Agers
committee, Shalom
2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room

17

2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
2:30pm - Forest Plaza
Communion Service

24

1pm - LWR Quilting Do
Day, FH

Wednesday
4

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation, Shalom
5:40pm - Promiseland
/ FTGD w/Pastor Rod,
Lounge
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Choir / HS
Youth Ministry

11

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5pm - Mission & Outreach Board, Lounge
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - Worship,
PreS-K sings
7:30pm - Choir / HS
Youth Ministry / 9th
Confirmation

18

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Choir / HS
Youth Ministry / 9th
Confirmation

25

4:45-6:45pm - Supper
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Choir / HS
Youth Ministry
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Calendar

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

20

21

8:30pm - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
Music Classes, upper large
group room

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
10am - Circle Bible Study,
Leaders, Lounge
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
Classes
5:45pm - Trustees
6:30 pm - Good Grief
group, Lounge

19

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
9:30am - Inspire Immanuel,
Lounge
9:30am - Martha Circle,
Shalom
10:30am - Good Samaritan
Communion Service
1:30pm - Dorcas Circle,
Shalom
1:30pm - Sarah Circle,
Lounge
1:30pm - Rachel Circle, FH
6, 6:30pm - Cadence

26

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
Classes
6:30pm - Good Grief
group, Lounge

11-1pm - Hospice
of North Iowa Salad
Luncheon, FH
MAY MESSENGER
DEADLINE

27

28
10am - Tulip Time Spring
Breakfast, FH

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 S. Clark Street • Forest City, IA 50436
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta - Children’s Education
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Website:
www.immanuelfamily.com
Ben Allaway - Worship & Music
worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com
Facebook pages:
Marie Oleson - Housekeeping
Deb Fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
Immanuel Lutheran Church
dfardal@yahoo.com
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Main phone number:
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays - 9:15am
Wednesdays - 6:30pm
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
641-585-3152

Staff:
Rev. Rod Hopp - Senior Pastor
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
Home: 641-581-2150
Rev. Zech Anderson – Associate Pastor,
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
Parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike Oleson - Property Manager
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Cindi Lehmann - Finance
cindi@immanuelfamily.com
Jaci Thorson - Administrative Assistant
jaci@immanuelfamily.com

Church Council
President: Kathy McEnelly
Vice-President: Quincey Benson
Treasurer: Cynthia Ryder
Secretary: Alice Lewellen
Representatives: Joan Beebe, Ken Hansen,
Heather Johnson, Kathy Leuwerke,
Steve Olmstead, Ellen Olson, Zoey Steffensen,
Amy Thorson
‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church
on facebook for all the latest
news and updates!

