
Holy Week at Immanuel 

 
 

“JESUS: Growing Our Capacity to Love” 
 

Drama Series: Conclusion 
Maundy Thursday – short play, MEET JESUS, and 5th grade Footwashing 

  April 18, 6:30pm  A World Premiere by Iowa playwright Jack Jenkins 
 

 Good Friday – HARVEST OF SORROWS  A Dramatic Cantata 
  April 19, 6:30pm                  by Joseph M. Martin 
 “Where stones dance and tombs sing…” 
 The tear-washed road to the cross is a necessary journey for all seekers of grace. East step brings 
 clearer understanding of the depths of God’s redemptive love and passion for God’s people. 
 Hear the Choir, soloists and narration, see the symbols, be empowered to share God’s love. 
 

 Easter Services with GOSPEL DRAMA, BRASS & CHOIR 
  April 21,  7:00am Easter Sunrise Service 
          7:30-9:30am Easter Brunch served by the Youth (free will fundraiser) 

           8:40am Easter Egg Hunt 
    9:15am Easter Worship with Choir, Brass, Drama 
    World Premiere of THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
    scripture drama by Iowa Playwright Jack Jenkins 

 

THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - April 2019

April 14, 10:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Following our procession and waving of palm branches during worship, all are welcome to the tables in the fellowship 
hall following the service.

During this fellowship time, we will hear from the Wadorf group’s San Diego service learning trip. See page 9 for a 
preview
If you are able, share you favorite potluck brunch food item(s). Council & Trustees are hosting the April Potluck. Your 
food items may be drop off in the kitchen before worship

Palm Sunday ‘2nd Sunday’
Potluck Brunch
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Vital Agers’ Christmas Celebration

Scholarship Opportunity
Cindi Lehmann

The Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund is now 
accepting applications for the 2019/2020 EPIC 
(Educational Partners In Covenant) Scholarship Program, 
which provides fully enrolled college students with 
scholarship money that is matched by participating 
ELCA colleges. Due to generous donations Immanuel 
is delighted to be able to support students within our 
congregation by offering $200 scholarships for the 2019-
20 academic year which are matched by the participating 
ELCA college/university.

Applications are available on the youth bulletin board 
or can downloaded from the www.immanuelfamily.com 
web site. Applications must be filled out completely and 
returned to the church office by May 15. Students need 
to reapply each year in order to continue to receive the 
scholarship. If an application is late, there is no guarantee 
that funding will still be available. For more information, 
please contact Cindi Lehmann at 585-3152.

Spring Salad Luncheon
to benefit

Hospice of North Iowa
and the Patients & Families they serve

Friday, April 26, 2019
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
246 S Clark St, Forest City

COST: $7.00
Tickets are on sale at:

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Forest City
Manufacturer’s Bank, Forest City
Titonka Savings Bank, Forest City

Clear Lake State Bank, Garner
Reliance State Bank, Garner

Hospice of North Iowa, Mason City

Would you consider contributing a salad or helping 
with the preparation or cleanup for our annual salad 
luncheon? If so, please contact Sue Reese (581-2045) 

or Jaci Thorson (585-3152).
Donated salads must be delivered to Immanuel by 9:00 

a.m. on Friday, April 26. (Please put your salad in a 
clearly identified container.)

Thank you!

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

College students in need of 
summer employment?

Apply for Summer Staff at Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible 
Camps

Join a team of believers committed to sharing the good news of 
Jesus with youth and families of all ages. The summer begins 

with two weeks of staff training starting on May 25. It is followed 
by nine weeks of camp, ending on August 11. Make a difference 

in the lives of others this summer!
Apply at www.okoboji.org/apply or encourage someone to apply 

who would be the perfect fit! Check out their website (www.
okaboji.com) or email Dan Antoine at dan@okoboji.org with any 

questions or for more information.

Immanuel’s Mission Emphasis this quarter 
(April-June)

Missionaries Colin & Jeni Grangaard, serving as YAGM 
coordinators in Jerusalem and the West Bank.

A lovely meditation printed below from Missionary Jeni Grangaard 
as she knows first hand about growing fig trees in the Holy Land. 
And appropriately we just heard in worship March 24 the parable 

of the fig tree from Luke 13:

For those pondering figs...

The leaves have just shot out of the ends of the branches.

The last of the leaves from the previous season had fallen, finally, 
sometime between Christmas and Epiphany. The branches were 

barren and bent towards the heavens, empty and pleading, as if in 
prayer.

But in the barren time, I noticed something new: the branches 
were bulging, fattening, getting thicker. So everyday I checked on 

the trees. I noticed the spiky green tufts first in Beit Jala. The trees 
are closer to the sun there. The next day elsewhere, even in our 

neighborhood.

The leaves are shaped as if a hand in blessing. They hold their 
shape but grow. Now they are small, later they will be large and 

will have collected a deeper green from the bright sun. Fruits will 
emerge from the branch. But that won’t come until the heat of 

the summer.

Figs are abundant. My neighbor Joseph had to cut his down just so 
they could enter their home; it had overgrown so far that its fruits 
would fall and stain the ground each summer, wasted in waiting.

I’m curious about the fig tree that hasn’t blossomed in three 
years. I almost can’t believe it is real. It was really dead, maybe 

just like Jesus, in the tomb those three days.

But maybe it is like us, sometimes. Seemingly gone, ruined, done. 
A little digging and dunging, a little outside love and nourishment, 

yields a lot of transformation.

Sure, the ax is sitting at the edges, but Lord knows we need not 
use it.

The fig tree blooms; I watch in awe.



In Holy Week we glimpse the 
whole circle of life. “Now wait 
one minute” you may say, 
“Jesus lived for thirty-three 
years. What do you mean we 
see the whole cycle of life in 
three days?” I’m glad you asked.

On Maundy Thursday we 
witness Jesus washing the 
disciple’s feet and giving them 
a new commandment, that as he has loved them 
so they must now love one another. In the Christian 
community, servant love is the beginning of life. 
When we baptize children or adults, we baptize them 
into the body of Christ and into the mission we share. 
That mission is loving service to the neighbor – to the 
world. It is in serving others that life truly begins for 
people of God, therefore on Maundy Thursday as we 
focus on Jesus actions in John 13 we see the birth of a 
servant community; that is a community that lives not 
for itself but for the others.

On Good Friday we experience the element of the 
cycle of life that we would most like to avoid… death. 
Jesus cries out “my God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” The fear in death is that we become 
nothing, in-valid, irrelevant, alone; that we are 
forsaken even by God. Death is a part of the circle of 
life that we all must face. Also, the fear of death is 
something that we will all do well to confront within 
ourselves. There is no antidote for death, but there 
is an antidote to fear. His name is Jesus. We meet 
him on the cross on Good Friday and he shows us the 
way through that terrible and frightful end and the 
way through is found in trusting the Father. In Luke’s 
account (23:46) of Good Friday, as Jesus surrenders 
to death he cries out, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my Spirit.”

On the third day we come to the tomb now convinced 
of death’s victory in the circle of life. We come 
expecting nothing other than what we get every time 
we visit a tomb… earth, a stone, perhaps with a name 
engraved and dates indicating the cycle of life for 
our loved one. But something is different at Easter, 
something was different for Mary and the women as 
they visited the tomb carrying spices and ointments 
to anoint the body of Jesus for a proper burial; 
something was different… the stone was rolled back… 
the presence of the Holy was there in messengers 

Throughout Lent we’ve been focusing on Jesus and his 
ability to help us grow in our ability to love. Holy Week 
is in April this year and April is the time when plants 
and flowers emerge and begin to grow. In Jesus, we 
are like plants. Every day through His forgiveness and 
renewal we are free to emerge from whatever we were 
yesterday, and we’re blessed to grow more fully into 
the beautiful image of Jesus through love. 

If we use APRIL as an acronym it could look like this: 
Jesus: Amazing, Perfect, Relentless, Inspirational Love. 
Jesus’ love is amazing because he died so that we 
could live. His love is perfect because he gave his last 
breath and held nothing back in order to open God’s 
Kingdom to all. Jesus love is relentless as He is the one 
who protects and pursues all who belong to him. And, 
Jesus’ love is inspirational because it is so big that we 
can never master it but are invited daily to continue to 
grow into it. 

I pray that this Easter you meet the resurrected Jesus 
and are given eyes to see his amazing, perfect, relent-
less, and inspirational love for you and for the world. 
I pray you will be inspired throughout Holy Week and 
Easter to see the love Jesus has for you and His desire 
to abide with you, and that through it you will emerge 
this Spring to grow in His love and to spread His loving 
fragrance all around.

Crossed in Christ,

Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod
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Immanuel Kids
Growing in Love

The Circle of Life
robed in white…. the grave cloths rolled up, out of 
place…. He is not here…. where have they taken him? 
Something is different.

Dear friends, I want to invite you to experience all that 
Holy Week has to offer. Come expectant….not so much 
expectant of people, or programs, or even that you’ll 
hear something “new,” but come expectant of God, 
that God will reveal to you a new birth into a living 
hope that you /we may be born again into a love that 
never ends – into a love that abides, and sustains, and 
renews us for service in God’s kingdom as we are born 
again into the servant love for which we were created. 
Come to the water; come to the cross; come to the 
grave; come to Jesus and find new life! Amen

A Blessed Holy Week, 
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—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY February 2019

 It’s April now! We’re well into 
Spring, there’s growth all around, 
hopefully the snow doesn’t hit us over 
the head like last year, and Love is in 
the air. Now, I know that February is 
usually the month in which we think of 
Love being in the air, since Valentines 
Day is in that month. But April this year 
holds another kind of Love, a love that 

goes beyond anything we can really imagine. This month 
I’m talking about the Love of Jesus Christ, a love that is so 
amazing we ask the very question the song title suggests, 
what wonderous Love is this? And it’s an appropriate 
question to ask, especially with the theme for Lent this year 
“Jesus, Growing Our Capacity For Love”. So, what is this 
wonderous love that is so hard to understand this April? 
I’m not here to talk about Easter, I’m here this month to talk 
about the events leading up to Easter during Holy week, and 
examining this wonderous love.
 First Maundy Thursday. It’s on this day that we 
hear again the loving act of Jesus washing his disciples’ 
feet. Jesus is the master, the leader, and yet he is the one 
washing their feet. Jesus in the moment is the servant, 
serving others and doing a job that I can only imagine wasn’t 
very popular to do. Jesus, the one who performed miracles, 
who welcomed all people in no matter if they were Jews or 
those on the margins, the Son of God the one we should 
be worshiping, got  down on his knees and washed their 
feet. What wonderous Love is this? Not only does he do 
this, he gives the new commandment to Love one another. 
And to make things even more interesting, he gives us 
these beautiful words, “Take; this is my body…This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” (Mark 
14:22,24) What wonderous love is this? That Christ would 
tell us this is my body and blood for you? Why would he do 
this?

What Wonderous Love Is This?
 But, he didn’t stop there. The Love didn’t stop with 
those words, command, or even deed of washing feet. 
No Jesus did the unthinkable, God did the unthinkable, 
he gave himself up. He allowed himself to be arrested, he 
suffered at the hands of humanity, those that once praised 
and welcomed him now call for his death, he is mocked, he 
is beaten, and he is taken away to be killed. The one even 
Rome can find not fault with is sentenced to die. The Son of 
God is nailed to the cross, forced to endure one of the most 
terrifying deaths, forced to suffer one of the most painful 
deaths. And it was painful, not only because he was dying, 
but perhaps for what was happening on the cross that day. 
Read these words from the song, “What wondrous love is 
this, that caused the Lord of bliss, to bear the dreadful curse, 
for my soul, for my soul? To bear the dreadful curse for 
my soul?” One of my professors in seminary put it another 
way, on the cross that day Jesus bore all of our sins, past, 
present, and future. That is a lot hanging on the cross that 
day, a lot at stake. A lot for people that don’t deserve it and 
are so fallen in their sins. And yet, God did it, sent God’s 
only son Jesus into the world, became flesh and live among 
us, suffered died and was buried. 

 What wonderous love is this? You decide? For me, 
it’s the greatest love there is, unconditional love, a grace 
filled love, that I know I don’t deserve. And yet, it happened. 
Holy Week happened. Jesus’ death happened. Yes Easter 
is coming, but there can be no resurrection without this 
wondrous love. And through it I no longer need to allow sin 
to control me, and we can love our neighbor in a way that 
just didn’t seem possible before. No longer worried about 
ourselves. Freed from sin, freed for our neighbor. That is 
truly a WONDEROUS LOVE!

See you in worship.

Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes

Other Income

Total Income

Expense

Staff Support

Administration

Ministry Areas

Loan re-payment/contingency 

Total Expenses

February
Actual 2019

Monthly 
Budget

February
Acutal 2018

Annual 
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Percent of 
YTD Budget

YTD
Actual 2018

$ 32,605.88

$1320.91

$31,097.08 

$9,789.77

$29,964.13

$5,352.88

$0.00

$45,106.78

$43,776.17

$5,025.00

$48,801.17

$10,736.50

$30,076.42

$7,988.25

$0.00

$48,801.17

$62,629.07

 $2,394.80 

$65,023.87

 $16,247.80 

 $60,732.58 

 $11,412.76 

0.00

$88,393.14

$525,314.00

$60,300.00

$585,614.00

$128,838.00

$360,917.00

 $95,859.00

$0.00

$585,614.00

11.9%

4.0%

11.1%

12.6%

16.8%

11.9%

0.0%

15.1%

$31,905.03

$12,074.35

$43,979.38

$19,366.15

$28,307.93

$7,845.38

$0.00

$55,519.46

$65,670.91

$ 13,633.72

$79,304.63

$23,987.18

$58,008.35

$13,756.70

$0.00

$95,752.23

Income Less Expensive ($11,179.99) 0.00 ($23,369.27) 0.00 ($11,540.08) ($16,447.60)

16.67%



Children’s Education
Krista Hopp

The Board of Education met on Tuesday, March 12.

Our main topic of discussion was the Lenten Fair. Our Promiseland 
annual Lenten Fair will take place on Wednesday, April 3, from 5:30-
6:25. Third, fourth, and fifth graders attend the Lenten Fair, and we 
work hard to make it a fun learning experience for them each year. 
This year we hope to incorporate some help and leadership from 
some confirmation students. We hope that will be a continuation of 
their learning as well as encourage the elementary students. The 
board discussed the best way to keep the tradition going while 
also making the learning as meaningful as possible. Look to the 
promisland article on page 6 for more Lenten details.

The Board of Education will meet again on Tuesday, April 9, at 4:30 
in the kitchenette.

Mission and Outreach
Amy Thorson
The Mission and Outreach Board met Wednesday, March 13, 2019. 
Members present were: Sharen Rieffer, Nic Determann, Ken Korth, 
Larry Rieffer, Pott Van Auken, Becky Stumme, Jaci Thorson and Amy 
Thorson. Devotions were given by Sharen.

Efforts continue towards our quarterly mission focus of Hunger Near 
and Far. We will have noisy offerings Wednesday the 20th and 
Sunday the 24th.

The Board recommended to Council, and it was approved, to have 
Lenten offerings go half to missionaries and half to Peer Ministry 
Scholarships at Waldorf University.

We had good results from our “Tackling Hunger” initiative throughout 
February where we collected soup and crackers for the local food 
bank. Jaci and Amy delivered the collected items to the food bank 
and thanks were relayed for the collective efforts of everyone who 
donated.

Our next topic of discussion included ways to help Waldorf 
international students and students from long distances who stay on 
campus during Spring and Christmas breaks.  The dining hall isn’t 
open during breaks and it leaves students without a lot of options 
since most only have access to a microwave in a common area in 
the dorm. Many don’t have cars so even simple tasks like getting to 
the grocery store is hard.

Becky Stumme has been proactive in contacting the international 
student coordinator at Waldorf and reported on her findings. We had 
many ideas for ways in which to help but decided to have Becky go 
back and ask additional questions so we can narrow our focus going 
forward.

Jaci reported on the 2018 Synod giving statement including 
Immanuel’s contribution of $55K for mission support. She also noted 
a new certificate has been posted on the bulletin board near the 
office from our missionaries, the Grangaard’s, stating our support.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 10 at 4:45pm in the 
Lounge.
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Trustees

Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on March 11, 2019. In February Financials 
showed income of $33,926.79 and expenses of $45,106.78 with 
($11,179.99) expenses over income. One Sunday was snowy and a 
Sunday and Wednesday were cancelled due to winter storms. YTD 
Income/Expense is ($23,369.27). 

Endowment is looking at receiving shares of stock from an Immanuel 
member.  

Property update on the parsonage repairs: Carpet in the basement 
has been installed and trim done. Midwest needs to tighten the 
outside wall supports. Total cost of the basement flood repairs are in 
guidelines.  There is a problem with the kitchen exit door at church.

Personnel  Committee is looking at updating the church copy of the 
Personnel Book

New Business: Matt Polsdofer has been accepted to Seminary.

Old Business: Council will form a Task Group for the Sound System. 
A quote of $85,000 was given to Immanuel from a vendor as an 
estimate for updates.

Parish Council 
Alice Lewellen

he ILC council met on March 11, 2019 with the following members 
present: Andy Buffington, Alice Lewellen, Amy Thorson, Kathy 
Leuwerke, Joan Beebe, Linda Holland, Daryl Krieger, Melanie 
Westerberg, Marcy Hanson, Linda Ferjak Pastor Anderson and 
Pastor Hopp.

A committee was set up to work with Jaci on a new pictorial directory. 
The pictures hopefully will be scheduled in September.

We will be encouraging members to use automatic debit for their 
giving to help keep the budget more stable as well as having 
members fill out pledge cards soon.

A committee was set up to help plan for a Capital Campaign. The 
congregation will be polled to help us set priorities for this campaign.

We voted that the Lenten offerings will be given ½ to our missionaries 
and ½ to peer ministry scholarships at Waldorf.

A Council & Staff retreat will be held April 7 from 4 to 7 pm.

Parish Life 
Melanie Westerberg

Board of Parish Life met Tues, March 5.

We discussed extending the greeter schedule through spring. 
Please watch for the schedule in the Messenger. We also lined up 
the ushers and greeters for Ash Wednesday.

The altar guild will take care of decorating the altar with lilies for 
Easter Sunday and have them ready for the Sunrise Service. This 
is a change in schedule since there will not be an Easter Vigil on 
Saturday.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday April 2, 5pm.

Board notes
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Krista Hopp

 When you hear the term “Lent”, you may think of 
fasting, you may think of ashes on Ash Wednesday, you may 
think of Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday to end the season 
of Lent. I am not sure what I used to think when I hear the 
word “Lent’. What probably came to mind was friends of mine 
from school talking about giving up something for that time. 
Thankfully, I was able to attend the Lenten Fair here at Immanuel 
as a Promiseland teacher, and that is where I truly learned more 
about the season of Lent and what it means to us as believers.
            The Immanuel Promiseland program has a wonderful 
tradition of the Lenten Fair each Lent season. It is where third 
through fifth graders go through a series of stations that teach 
and describe the various segments of our season of Lent. In the 
past years, kids have learned about Fat Tuesday (also called 
Mardi Gras), Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Resurrection Sunday, new life, pretzel prayers, and 
so much more. It is a huge highlight of the year for our young 
kids because they learn so much and they have a blast doing 
it. Each station has a teaching aspect and an activity. Activities 
in the past have included crafts, word searches, interacting 
with baby animals, making snacks, eating treats, and many 
other things. Each year our Board of Education and many other 
volunteers work so hard planning, preparing, and carrying out 
the activities, and it shows. The Lenten Fair is absolutely a great 
experience for adults and kids alike.
            This year’s Lenten Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 3, from 5:30-6:25 in the basement classrooms of the 
education wing. Parents of third through fifth graders are 
encouraged to attend the Fair with their kids. See you April 
3rd!

Promiseland Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

•	 What's Your Call Story
Throughout my process and application to seminary there 
is one question that I’ve been asked over & over. What’s 
your call story? I think it is an interesting question that we 
don’t normally ask people. You can learn a lot about others 
and their faith by asking this simple question. Some people 
have “exciting” or “dramatic” stories while others may 
consider their story “boring”. 
 We are all called to some type of vocation and 
this question is not just for church leaders/pastors. It is a 
question that is applicable to any of us. There is a lot we 
can learn from each other. Another way to ask this is what 
spiritual nudge did you feel this week? The Bible has all 
sorts of call stories, but we can add ours to them as well by 
sharing with each other. So what is your call story? 
In Christ,
Matt Polsdofer

Please join us for our Easter
Brunch from 7:30-9:30am on Sunday, 
April 21st. We will be using this as our 
second fundraiser for the 2021 ELCA 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. Our youth will be 
serving and cooking again, they do an awesome job! We 
will also be helping with the Easter egg hunt, happening at 
8:40 am. Hope to see you there! 

What does 
Lent  mean to 

you?

As a part of our 9th grade confirmation project, on St. 
Patrick’s Day we made cookies and bars to give to shut 
ins who were members of Immanuel Lutheran Church. We 
picked this project because it relates to how Jesus gives to 
others who might be in need. Everyone was so very grateful 
and it brought smiles and joy to their faces. It was pleasing 
to do something 
good for others who 
were eager to share 
their stories from 
the church and their 
lives with us.

Haley, Keevan, 
Tessa, Brooke, and 
Molly

CONFIRMATION PROJECT
—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   

5th Grade Communion Class
April 9 & 16

Communion Class for 5th graders will be held on two 
Tuesdays, April 9 and 16, 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Shalom 

Room. These classes will help them learn more about this 
amazing meal and bring them to a greater appreciation 
of the sacrament. This is for all 5th graders, as some are 
already communing and others have chosen to wait until 

this time.

Then on Maundy Thursday, April 18, during the 6:30 
p.m. service, the class will be invited to The Table for the 

sacrament of Holy Communion, and also portraying the foot 
washing ceremony like Jesus did when he washed the feet 

of his disciples.

Parents are asked to join the April 16 class from 5-5:30 
p.m. This will be a time in the Sanctuary where instructions 
for the Maundy Thursday foot washing ceremony and the 

communing discussions will happen.

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   
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Book Reviews 
Reviews taken from Amazon 

A Story of God and All of Us 
By Roma Downey & Mark Burnett 

This is a story of Victory.  Beginning with the creation of 
man and ending with the revelation of a new world, 
readers will revel in this epic saga of warriors, rebels, 
poets, and kings, all called upon by God to reveal His 
enduring love for mankind. Ultimately, God's plan is 
fulfilled in the story of Jesus the Messiah, whose life, 
death and resurrection brings eternal life for all. 

The Cross and the Switchblade 
By David Wilkerson 

David Wilkerson was just a young preacher when he was 
called by God to go to New York City to speak to seven 
young gang members on trial for murder.  Once in New 
York, David was inspired to stay for a lifetime of helping 
troubled teenagers get free of drugs and crime. With the 
word of God in his ears and Jesus’ Victory in his message, 
he founded an inner-city ministry still known as the Teen 
Challenge to change their paths and alter thousands of 
lives forever. 

 

Reading Contest  
Weekly Winners 

 
DVD Reviews 

Miracles from Heaven 
Reviewed by Bev Retland 

This plot is well known; a true story of a family’s sick 
child and their frustration to find a cure and the amazing 
miracle of her healing.    But that is not the only message 
I took away from this movie.  I was reminded that I need 
to stop searching and waiting for miracles.   Instead I 
need to concentrate on what I can do every day for 
others.  I need to remember that what I think is a small 
mundane gesture can become a miracle in someone’s 
life.  When I try to live as Jesus wants, I am sharing his 
Victory over sin with others. 

Risen 
 Risen is the epic Biblical story of Jesus’ Resurrection, as 
told through the eyes of a non-believer.  This movie has 
some violent scenes just as what Jesus went through for 
us was violent.   But that violence leads to Jesus’ 
Resurrection.  As we celebrate Easter we need to 
remember Jesus’ Victory over death. 

 ************************************** 
“But thanks [be] to God, which giveth us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

Library 
News 
April 
2019 
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

SAVE THE MORNING
 – FRIDAY, MAY 17 is Lutheran World Relief Mission Action PACKING 
DAY, 8:15 a.m. until finished (approx. 1 hour), followed with coffee 
and rolls.

The group will be packing quilts, blankets, Personal health kits, 
School kits, Soap, and loading vans that will be delivered to First 
Lutheran Church in Albert Lea. Men and women invited to help out 
– God’s work. Our ‘MANY’ hands!

For you Norwegian Lutherans: What better way to celebrate 
Norwegian Independence Day than to begin the day packing quilts 
you made for LWR Missions!

NEEDS: Bars of soap, blankets, and additional items that will be 
listed in April church bulletins.

Men and women to help prepare, count, pack, label, load vans, 
make coffee.

Please call Marge Solberg (641-585-4342) if you can help that day.

Good Samaritan Resident  TreeBake Sale @Bill’s
Marge Solberg

The Path to Easter, a time when God’s people will again live in 
harmony and love with Him, has been detoured many, many times 
since creation. This year, on our Path to Easter, will you join me to 
see the view along the way together? What does the Path to Easter 
mean for you – for me?
 
Easter brings a time of the year to welcome spring, longer, sunny 
days, and blooming flowers. Or, Easter could follow a late winter 
snow storm, reminding us that nature can be dark and cold and 
bring whirling, damaging winds causing pain and loss and sadness. 
To some, Easter means families gathering in love; the oldest and 
newest meeting each other for the first time, everyone surprised 
they are so much alike. To some, Easter means spring break, travel, 
new hats and shoes, excitement and adventure. To others, Easter 
is days off work, catching up on projects; or a day of fishing, sports, 
hanging with friends; food, and laughter.

But stop and remember that, for Jesus, the road was a hard, brutal 
route. Beloved friends tried to change His plans but could not. They 
wanted to go with Him but they did not understand that He was the 
PATH TO EASTER. Right now, you and I are on this road we call Lent. 
It leads us to our waiting for Easter. Some are walking on this road 
with prayer and thankfulness, full of joy, and happiness with family 
and friends. Some of us are walking on this road with aching hearts 
full of grief. We are sad that some special memories have now 
ended and there are changes in our lives and in our family. At times 
it seems we cannot stand the hurting. So, church family, we must 
help each other to make the journey lighter. I have Hope that I can 
clearly see the road Jesus walked and the sacrifice He made to be 
my PATH TO EASTER, where I will live forever in Glory!

THE PATH TO EASTER

• v

April Circle Schedule
Thursday, April 18             Location/Hostess             L esson Leader                
9:30 a.m. Martha               Shalom/ Sherri Sesker             Anna Harringa

1:30 p.m. Sarah               NOT MEETING

1:30 p.m. Rachel             Shalom/Mary Rodberg              Mary Schaefer

Dates to remember:
Monday, April 15, 2-4 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom

Thursday, April 18 Circle Day  (see schedule above)

Tuesday, April 23, 1 p.m.   LWR Quilting Do Day,   

    Fellowship Hall

April Laundry                 Tammy Krieger

April Sunday Coffee      Library Committee

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
April 21 see Easter lily form to order, $8.50 ea
May 5
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
July 7, 14, 21

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$100)
May 19, 26,
June 9, 23, 30
July 7, 14

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am 
over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts

Mary Rodberg

The Vital Agers will be hosting a May Day Basket Party at Forest 
Plaza on Tuesday, April 30 at 2:00 p.m.

Join us to celebrate the day with fun, fellowship and food with the 
residents.

This should be a great way to start the spring season ~ hope to see 
you there!

Vital Agers
May Day Basket Party
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For our Spring Break a group 20 students and chaperons from Waldorf 
University travelled to San Diego, California, in partnership with the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at San Diego State University and several 
local organizations to explore themes of poverty and immigration. In 
response to current issues about immigration in the nation, and huge 
media attention leading to general misunderstanding of the situation, 
we set out to know the truth and also have first hand experiences. 

While on our trip, we got to learn about commonly misunderstood 
terms such as refugee, asylum, border patrol, and also had an 
opportunity to work alongside different non-profit organizations and 
community leaders who work towards justice and equality with the 
hope of being able to adopt best practices that promote sustainable 
change in our own communities. Through the voices of participants 
that went on the trip, we hope that we will be able to share our 
experience and invite people into conversation regarding current 
immigration issues in our nation. 

           Antoine Cummins,  
        Waldorf Campus Ministry Coordinator

Service-learning trip participants quotes:
 One thing I never realized about the immigration process 
is how real it is. Hearing about it on the news and how politicians 
use this issue to gain support is totally different from seeing the 
border and hearing stories of real people affected by the changes 
in immigration regulations. The reality of the effect of the policies 
on human lives hits hard when you see what thousands go through 
every day and night. Everything we do affects other people. Whether 
we realize it or not, our actions and words have influence. How we 
are going to use this influence is our choice.

Madina Tuhbatullina, Sophomore

 San Diego opened my eyes more to how strong and brave 
the immigrants are who come to America in the worst conditions. 
It broke my heart to see the conditions immigrants have to endure 
while coming to the United States. Walking through the desert and 
being a part of the water drop will stick with me forever.

Lauren Dolhman, Freshmen

 The media presents this issue like it’s wrapped up in this 
neat and tight box when really this issue has so many rough edges 
that the general population has no idea about. Until you hear all sides 
(ALL SIDES) people can’t even begin to understand what is actually 
happening. The spiritual side that sprang forth in myself after being 
actively involved in this trip, the services we contributed to, and the 
love we experienced is something that is going to stick with me from 
this trip.

Hallie Erdahl, Waldorf University Staff

 Coming from a different part of the world, I’ve only heard 
about all the immigration issues that has been happening on the 
news. However, it never impacted me as much as this trip has. To 
learn about the consequences of the wall and what people are going 
through because of it was extremely disheartening. It was definitely 
a whole new experience to be able to be at the wall and witness it. 
If there was one thing that is going to stick with me for a long time, 

San Diego Service-
learning trip:
Exploring and 
immigration

Mark 12:31 “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself”

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
 
My name is Lauren Dohlman and I am a freshman here at Waldorf. My experience with campus 
ministry has been life changing. I sing in the Like Fire band, attend all the Like Fire events such as 
going to the volunteer events, small fires, and the retreats. Now I am super excited to be in the 
transition of becoming a peer minister. I am beyond blessed to be a part of such a wonderful group. 
 
The group has helped strengthen my faith by challenging and supporting me. I was able to share my 
testimony at a Like Fire worship. That truly meant the world to me. The campus ministry has made my 
first year at college amazing. I cannot wait continue my journey with Like Fire. 
 

 
Lauren Dohlman, Like Fire Peer minister 

 

WARTBURG RETREAT 
On February 8, 2019, a team of ten student and staff from Waldorf University, led by Antoine 
Cummins, travelled to Wartburg Seminary for a weekend retreat. Wartburg Theological 
Seminary is a seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in Dubuque, Iowa. They 
invited campus ministries from different institutions in Iowa (University of Iowa, University of 
Northern Iowa, Waldorf University and Luther College) for a two day seminar of fellowship and 
community engagement. The theme of this year’s retreat was “Come and See…” John 1:35-39. 
This is the second time Waldorf University Campus Ministry was invited to Wartburg 
Theological Seminary for a weekend retreat.  

After breakfast on February 9th, we got the opportunity to hear from current student and 
faculty about the academic environment at Wartburg. The seminary introduced us to modern 
technologies and the flexibility residential and online students have in regard to their schedules. 
Wartburg treated the whole group to an amazing lunch at Old Chicago, following the morning 
sessions. After lunch, we travelled to a non-profit organization called Fountain of Youth 
Program, which has a partnership with the seminary, for an intensive discussion on generational 
poverty and the power of privilege. The organization works with juveniles from community for 

it would definitely be the feeling when we did the water drop in the 
desert. Nothing can ever beat that experience, especially when I saw 
a few pairs of pants and even toothbrushes on the ground. At that 
moment, the pain that coursed through my heart was indescribable. I 
felt extremely sick to my stomach. To even imagine that people hike 
mountains and cross deserts just for safety, but they’re discriminated 
and punished for wanting to have a better life. I think more people 
should put themselves in their shoes to understand why they would 
go through something as horrifying as that. 

Suyaishar Sebastian, Freshmen

 I got the opportunity to experience what is actually happening 
at the border in real life. The media often portray stories that fit their 
motif but being there changed all of our perspectives. I understand 
that there is a war between the ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ however I see it all 
as a very grey area. The black and white motif for me personally, is 
how we humans can be more humane to those who are suffering. I 
think a great place to start is with the question, why do we need rules 
and laws to help a neighbor in need? Why can’t our main motif be 
“love”? Proverbs 3:27 remind us to not withhold good from those who 
deserve it when it’s in your power to help them. 

Erisha Menon, Senior

 My thought about immigration has changed in a way 
where now I think the classification legal vs. illegal immigration 
isn’t explanatory enough to define the whole story behind it all. It 
definitely made me aware of immigration laws and the broken laws 
forcing people to go through dangerous pathways in order to escape 
danger. I feel like this is going to be one of the experiences that I 
won’t be able to forget. If I were to pick one of the things, I would pick 
the time where we did a water drop around the mountains. I felt like 
I was saving someone’s life even though I have no proof that people 
might pass by.

-Kaleb Betwos, Freshmen

 Based on my understanding of those seeking asylum and 
fleeing their homeland - my heart goes out to those families. I hope 
the US or Canada can help them and that eventually their nation 
will be safe for them to return home once again. Doing the water 
drop in the desert, seeing the physical border between the US and 
Mexico, and listening to everyone’s different opinions and thoughts 
is something I will never be able to forget.

Nikki Adolphson, Senior

 These short reflections are just a brief look into how 
meaningful our spring break experiences were and much we learned. 
Our group looks forward to sharing more details with you so please 
check out any of the following opportunities: 

Upcoming Presentation dates:
Like Fire Worship

Sunday March 31st @ 7:30 pm

Immanuel Lutheran Church Coffee/Brunch

Sunday April 14th @ 10:15 am

(following 9:15 am worship)

Waldorf Inquire
Thursday May 2nd @ 7pm
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Altar Guild
April 7.............................................................Judy Utech
April 14...................................................Kathy Leuwerke
April 21...........................................................Judy Utech
April 28...................................................Kathy Leuwerke

Assisting Ministers
April 7........................................................Cynthia Ryder
April 14..........................................................Dave Melby
April 21.............................................(9:15) Joan Hansen
April 28...................................................Kathy Leuwerke

Scripture Readers
April 7............................................................Joan Beebe
April 14.....................................................John Tibodeau
April 21.............................................................Ken Korth
April 28.....................................................John Chisholm

Communion Set Up
April 7............................................................Barb Lovick
April 14..........................................................Ellen Olson
Maundy Thursday..........................................Ruth Melby
April 21...........................................................Ruth Melby
April 28..........................................................Alice Jones
Wednesdays................................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers

April 7..............................................Hansen, Judy Utech
April 14........................John Joan Beebe, Jan Buffington
April 21..........(9:15) Keila Buffington, Marlene Faircloth,  
         (7:00am) NEED 2 MORE SERVERS
April 28...............................Scott Fruhwirth, Bill Krahling 

Song Leaders 
April 7................................Jaci Thorson & Kathy Jerome
April 14............................................Mark & Joy Newcom
April 21...........................................................
April 28......................................................Kathy Jerome

Greeters 
April 7..........................................Forrie & Jan Buffington
April 14............................................Seth & Amy Thorson
April 21........................................................Banta Family
April 28...........................................Paul & Kay Sorensen

Offering Counters
Donna Johnson, Diane Lovik, Anna Harringa, Betty 
Nelson, Marj Anderson

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich

Sound Techs
Brody Hopp, Eric Rust

Volunteer April 2019

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

Baptisms
March 10 - Kason Kenneth Anderson, son of Matt & 
Michelle Anderson, Michelle Marie (Nelson) Anderson

Prayers
Ralph & Lois Holst and family in the loss of Ralph’s 
brother, Mark Holst of Cedar Falls

Lowell & Marge Solberg and family in the loss of 
granddaughter, Laura (Solberg) Thompson of Conway, 
Arkansas

Blessings & Prayers

Free meal served 4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are 
welcome each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as 
well as fellowship time!

April 3  Chicken, cheesy hash browns, carrots,   
  mixed fruit
April 10  Meat loaf topped with potatoes, green   
  beans, peaches & pears
April 17  NO MEAL (Holy Week)
April 24  Beef enchiladas, lettuce salad, cherry jello  
  w/bananas

Love one another as Jesus 
Loves you!

Happy Easter to ALL!
God bless, 

Dawn Craig, Hospitality 
Specialist

Wednesday’s
April

Menus
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Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

April 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
5pm – Exec council 
meeting 
 

2 
2pm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room 
5pm – Parish Life lounge 

3 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30 – 6:25pm - 3rd-5th gr & 
parents Lenten Fair 
5:30pm – 6-7 Confirmation/ 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Lenten Worship & Drama  
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth /    8-9 
Confirmation 

4 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

 

5 6 

7 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
4-7pm- Staff- council 
retreat 
6-8 pm– MS 
Confirmation Activity 
night 

8 
5:30pm- Trustees, 
Kitchenette 
6:30pm- Council, 
Reformation Room 

 

9 
9:30am – Vital Agers’ Task 
Team, Shalom 
3:30-5pm- 5th Gr 
Communion class, Shalom 
4:30pm- Education Board, 
Kitchenette 

 

10 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
4:45pm- M&O, Lounge 
5:30pm- 6-7 Confirmation / 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Lenten Worship & 
Drama 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth /    
8-9 Confirmation 

 

11 
8:30am- Women’s Bible Study, 
Lounge 
10:30am- Good Samaritan 
Communion Service 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
9:15am- PALM SUNDAY 
Worship 
10:15am- ‘2nd Sunday’ 
Potluck Brunch, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
4:30pm – Cub Scouts’ 
Blue & Gold Banquet, FH 

 

15 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 

16 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
3:30-5pm- 5th gr 
Communion Class, 
Shalom, 530pm with 
parents  

 

17 
NO MEAL SERVED 
6:30pm - Choir Cantata 
Rehearsal 
 

 

18 
8:30am- Women’s Bible Study, 
Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, Shalom 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, Shalom 
6:30pm- Maundy Thursday 
Worship 

19 
MAY MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 
12 - Ecumenical Good 
Friday Service @ Waldorf 
Atrium 
6:30am- Good Friday 
Cantata 
 

20 

21 
7am - Easter Sunrise 
Worship 
7:30-9:30am - Easter 
Breakfast Served, FH 
8:40am – Easter egg hung 
9:15am - Easter Worship 

 
 
 

22 
Church Offices Closed 

23 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 

 

24 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- 6-7 Confirmation / 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth /    
8-9 Confirmation 

 

25 
8:30am- Women’s Bible Study, 
Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

26 
11-1pm – Hospice Salad 
Luncheon 
5pm- Wedding Rehearsal 

27 
4pm- Jackie Kiefer/John 
Richardson Wedding 

 

28 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

 

29 
 
 

30 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2pm- Vital Agers’ May Day 
Party @ Forest Plaza 

    

Easter is Sunday, April 21st! 
Remember or honor someone at Easter with a lily. If you would like to help beautify the sanctuary on Easter, 
please fill out the form and return to church by Friday, April 12.  
 
 

 I would like to order    plants at $8.50. Amount paid     
 
 

 In memory of           
 
 

 In honor of           
 
 

 Given by           
 
 
 

You are welcome to take home a lily following the Easter Sunday worship. Lilies that are left at church will be delivered 
to shut-ins and our members at Forest Plaza and Good Samaritan Society. 
 

 

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 
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Vice-President: Daryl Krieger 

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 
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