THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - April 2021

Currents of Grace – a reminder of the waters of Holy
Baptism. The waters that welcome us into the story of
God’s love for all of creation and claim us as God’s beloved children.
On April 9 and 10 a group gathers as the Western Iowa
Synod, virtually—122 communities of faith, partners in
ministry, the Body of Christ. Those joining the Assembly as voting delegates from Immanuel include Pastor
Hopp, Pastor Anderson, Mark Newcom, Dave Melby, Ann
Hunhoff, Keevan Jones, Carolyn Price, and Cynthia Ryder.
Kathy McEnelly will attend as a Synod Council Member
and finish her 3-yr term.
The Assembly will be different this year as they gather
online. You are invited to join the free livestream through
the synod website on April 10th (www.wisynod.org).
Special recognitions during the Assembly: 20 years of
Word & Sacrament for Pastor Rod Hopp (2020); Congregational Anniversary of 150 years for Immanuel (2020);
5 years of Word & Sacrament for Pastor Zech Anderson
(2021).

Interested in Immanuel
membership?
A New Member Class will be held on Sunday, April 11 at 10:30am
in Fellowship Hall. Then on Sunday, April 18 new members will
be received during worship. Some of you may have already
transferred, but we invite you to this session.
This one-session class will help you get to know more about the
work and ministry we share at Immanuel and what ‘membership’
means. You will have a chance to meet some staff members and
others who are new to the church. We will have a little fun and a
light meal together practicing safe Covid protocols.
If this is a step you are ready to take, we look forward to seeing
you on April 11. If you have questions or concerns, please call the
office to visit with a pastor. We are excited to ‘build community in
the name and likeness of Jesus Christ!”

Maundy Thursday Worship, Holy Communion,
footwashing with Communion Class & parents
April 1, 6:30pm

Good Friday Dramatic Readings & Songs
April 2, 6:30pm

Easter Sunday Worship, Holy Communion
April 4, 7:00am & 9:15am

Please note, sign up to attend is needed for all services.
Sign ups will be available one week in advance thru website,
immanuelfamily.com or by calling the church office (585-3152).
Sanctuary capacity is 75 with additional seating in the fellowship hall.
This is not to exclude anyone, but so we can practice safety for all.
Masks required.
All services will be livestreamed and available at immanuelfamily.com,
Facebook, or YouTube; and 11:00 radio broadcast on KIOW 107.3FM.
Easter Sunday Outdoor Egg Hunt for the Kids
April 4, 8:30am

Sunday, Apr. 4, 8:30am ~ church lawn
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Greetings from sunny
Southern California!
It may be hard to believe, but our two-year adventure in Southern California is coming to an end soon. Matt is finishing up his MDivX program and will be graduating
on June 6th from Luther Seminary. The graduation service will be online on Luther
Seminary’s Facebook page if you would like to join in the celebration! While our family does not know for sure what God has in store for us after the program is finished
it looks like we will be back in the Midwest. We are also looking forward to adding
a 4th child to our family at the end of September! While our family is going through
all these changes of moving and adding another family member, we appreciate the
support that Immanuel has given us. Thank you for continuing to pray for our family
and prayers are appreciated for the next steps of our journey in life!
God’s peace, Matt & Jenni, Ben, Ruby, and Molly Polsdofer

Thank You for Your Songs!
Ben Allaway
Thanks to all in the congregation who sing at home and sing in person!
God loves hearing us sing praises! And special thanks to the musicians who are leading us during this time. You are greatly
appreciated!
If you have been vaccinated and would like to be a songleader or share a special music number on an instrument or a vocal
piece, we are filling those spots for the season of Easter and into the Summer. Let Ben know!

Blessings & Prayers
Baptisms
March 20 - Caslyn Lovik Ziesmer, daughter of Derek &
Mallory Lovik Ziesmer

Prayers

Family and friends of Vicki Hanson of Forest City
Harlan & Mary Rodberg and family, & friends in the loss of
sister, Darlene Rodberg of Forest City

Dennis Meling and family in the loss of father, Melvin
Meling of Garner
Family and friends of Ardelle Osnes of Forest City
Dave & Sandy Damm, Linda & Mike Smith, Nathan Damm,
Julie Damm family and friends in the loss of brother, Mike
Damm of Mason City
Family and friends of Allan Book of Forest City

Immanuel Library’s 2019-2020 Super Star Contest Winners
As noted in the library’s article, the 19-20 reading winners finally received their prizes.
COVID caused a delay but we finally were able to deliver their prizes and these avid readers
were pleased to receive their prizes.

Keaton Hanson, son of Marci
and Chad Hanson, 4th & 5th
grade winner

Finley Anderson, daughter of Lindsay
and Adam Anderson, 2nd & 3rd grade
winner

Elyse Zrostlik, 3- and 4-year-old
winner and Brinlyn Zrostlik, K &
1st grade winner, daughters of
Hilary and Seth Zrostlik
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Letter from Pastor
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Immanuel Kids

From the Tomb Open My Life, Lord!

O Taste and See that the Lord Is Good

Christ is risen indeed. Hallelujah! This is
the moment we’ve been waiting for. As we
become witnesses to the resurrection of
Jesus, we, like the first disciples see in Jesus
hope for ourselves. During Jesus’ trial and
execution his disciples fled, abandoning
Jesus just as he said they would.

I hope you received some yummy candy in your Easter basket. Not
because it is necessary, but just because it’s yummy for the tummy. Just
don’t forget to floss and brush your teeth after you eat it – right mom and
dad?

Jesus’ resurrection become a resurrection
for the disciples also as they are regathered and become witnesses to the
resurrected life of Jesus. Seeing the risen
Lord transforms the disciples as the Holy
Spirit draws them out of their fear, giving
them courage to proclaim the message and
face those who oppose them. The crucified and risen Lord, Jesus, draws
out the disciples from their tombs of fear and isolation.
This is my hope and prayer for you and me, the people of Immanuel,
that becoming witnesses to the resurrected and living one, Jesus, we
too will emerge from the tombs that keep us isolated and in fear. During
our Lenten journey we have been focusing on practices that help us
emerge from the tombs of our lives and live well beyond the tomb. The
tomb could not hold Jesus and neither can it hold any who belong to
him. In this news we are free from sin and sin’s self-indulging appetite
to self-protect and preserve, and we are freed to love and serve God by
loving and serving the world around us.
The first question is, do I even want to come out of my tomb? I don’t
think the disciples had the luxury of asking themselves this question as
they were thrust into the story which unfolded around them. You and
I do have that luxury. We can choose to hide behind the seduction of
our addictions, or isolate by choice to live a self-centered life. Let’s face
it, there is some attraction to staying in the tomb and to only worry
about the self or the self and immediate family. Yet Jesus challenges
that notion saying, ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” 44But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of
your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even
the tax-collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Jesus teaches that
loving and serving only those who love you and serve you back is like
living in a tomb. (Matthew 15)
A second question we must ask is, how should we live beyond the
tomb? In response to this question, I would invite you to make
the Lenten practices – life practices: fasting, solitude, repentance,
almsgiving, and forgiving. These practices are meant to keep you in
centered relationship with God, your neighbor, and yourself. They are
meant to help us live beyond the tomb in ways that build community
in the name and likeness of Jesus Christ. Jesus stayed close to the
Father through prayer and fellowship with God. That is what fasting,
repentance, and solitude are all about. Because he was in close to the
Father, he served humanity by offering himself. That is what almsgiving
and forgiving are all about.

In Psalm 34:8 we read, “O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy
are those who take refuge in him.” As I think about this verse, I see a
connection between the candy in your Easter basket and the resurrection
of Jesus. The candy tastes yummy, and the Psalmist is saying that the
news of Jesus’ resurrection is delicious news to our eyes, our ears and our
whole lives. The Psalmist wants us to taste the news that Jesus is alive; to
eat it; to take it into ourselves, much like we take in food. She wants us to
have that good news inside of us because she knows it will nourish us and
make us well.
Those who eat up the news that Christ is risen are happy because they
know that Jesus is a refuge, a place of peace, rest, and well-being. The
Hebrew people call that shalom; the Muslins call it salaam, and Christians
call it peace in the storm, and oh, it tastes so good. There is a lot to be
anxious about in the world, but Jesus reminds us in John 16:33 that
through his resurrection from death to life, he has “conquered world” and
all the things in it that want us to be anxious and un-well.
By all means, taste your candy, but I hope you realize that even if your
Easter basket was empty, you have something much more tasty than
candy to delight in – the good news that Christ is risen. Hallelujah!
Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

What Do Pastor’s Own Regarding
Ministry?
You may have seen Ann Hunhoff, our Youth Mission and Ministry

Coordinator presiding at the table of Holy Communion and wondered
why she is doing this as someone who is not an ordained clergy person.
Ann has participated in a class through the Western Iowa Synod and
under my pastoral direction has been given permission to preside at Holy
Communion both at Immanuel and at Bethany.
As Immanuel and Bethany have moved forward in ministry I’ve realized
quickly that as I spread myself and other staff thinner I can’t do it all
myself. In Ephesians 4, we read, 11The gifts he gave were that some would
be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ… So, what do pastors own regarding ministry? Often this question
has been “word and sacrament.” We own neither. God’s word is God’s
word for God’s people and is meant to be interpreted within the body,
never by a single individual. Regarding sacraments, we know lay people
can preside at Baptisms in emergencies and therefore any time. However,
for the sake of good order we typically reserve that responsibility for
the pastor within a worshipping community. The answer to ownership is
nothing. We as pastors have responsibility for much, and we own nothing.
We are called to equip the saints for the work of all ministry.

As you once again become a witness to Jesus resurrection from death
to life, I want to encourage you to follow him out of the tomb, to come
into his light, renewed for service in and through the church and in
and through your daily life and vocation. Open my life, Lord has been
our Lenten prayer – now let Jesus do just that – open your life for the
healing of this broken world.

With this in mind Ann has been empowered to preside at the table. During
Pastor Zech’s sabbatical there may be a few times when other lay people
are asked to preside when Ann or myself have to be gone. These will be
people trusted within our congregations and they will be empowered by
training from myself. When you see this happen, I trust that you will pray
for these people, and encourage them in these roles that have for too
long be seen as “owned” by the clergy.

Easter Peace and Blessings

Sharing our gifts for the blessing of all,

Pastor Rod

Pastor Rod
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Board notes

Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

Those attending via ZOOM were: Becky Stumme, Ken Korth, Larry
Rieffer, Jaci Thorson, Nic Determann, Chad Kozitza and Sharen
Rieffer.
Devotions were given by Sharen. She read from the devotional
book, “Christ in Our Home” on sacrificial giving.
Our first quarter mission emphasis is hunger. The first two months
(January and February) were designated for the Forest City
Neighborhood Food Bank. We are pleased that donations of
$594.30 was given to pass onto the Food Bank. Thank you for
those gifts! Along with the money, we have also been blessed with
the congregational members continuing to give food items for the
Grocery Cart Ministry. A big thank you to Ken & Cindy Korth for
bringing those items to the food bank for us.
During the month of March we have designated the ELCA World
Hunger program to receive the mission emphasis offerings.
We discussed our next quarter (April-June) emphasis and agreed
that we would like to support our missionary, Karen Anderson. We
have traditionally supported our missionary during this time. So far,
$150 of the $5,000 covenanted amount has been given. One half of
the Lenten offering will also be given to her.
The Waldorf University International students have received several
items donated from our congregation. Two deliveries were made to
Waldorf with lots of useful items.

Pastor Zech reported that Technology has been going well. He
reported that Confirmation is running smoothly with the program
being about half finished at this point. Bible Studies will run on
Mondays during Lent and he is preparing for Holy Week and
Easter. He is working on assembling a Sabbatical team to help him
prepare for his time on Sabbatical this Summer. The partnership
with Bethany is going well.
Pastor Rod talked about bringing people back together following
their COVID vaccinations. Protocols for the Youth Trip are being
discussed, and Baptisms and Communion participation are starting
to increase. He has been attending virtual sessions through the
Synod that addresses building community within the church during
the service. It addresses how to give those attending online a
chance to engage during the time of service. Groups within our
church, the Quilters, Good Grief and Prayer Shawl Ministries, are
beginning to start up again.
Financial Committee reported a net loss of $15,560 for the month
of February. This was due to lower regular offerings. This situation
reinforces the need for re-engagement of our people. We need to
reinforce confidence in the sanitation taking place in church after
meetings and services. We are making it as safe as possible for
people to come back. Our COVID protocols will stay as is until after
Easter and will be discussed at that time.
A Youth Fundraiser for Easter Sunday was discussed. There was
a short discussion on how to move forward with Fall programming,
and on how to proceed with Summer outdoor worship.
Board reports were presented. Meeting was adjourned.

Trustees’ Notes

Board of Education

Bink Keller

Tasha Banta
March 2021

The Board of Trustees met on March 8, 2021 by Zoom
communication from home sign on and at the church.
February income was $36,527.44 and expenses were $52,087.49
with a ($15,560.05) negative month. YTD actual is a negative
($23,212.02) through February compared to 2020 YTD of
($8,706.76). Some month expenses included quarterly property
insurance of $3,949.37, youth mission of $1,237.18, $471.66 was
paid for wireless connections in the Shalom Room and Fellowship
Hall, $1250 was paid to Threshold Music Productions.
Endowment: No new business.
Property Committee: Mike Oleson has budget money and may
replace the 5 light fixtures in the lounge and 2 in the narthex with
LED bulbs.
Personnel Committee: Ruth Melby was added to the Personnel
Committee.
New Business: Some small groups are starting to meet at the
church. They are Grief Group, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Do Day
Quilting. Mike continues to sanitize and misting down including pew
cushions.
Old Business:
A. Looking at PPP loans with new COVID pay outs for 2021.
B. Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly Vitality Group
update: Vitality group meets quarterly.

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak
Council met on March 8, 2021, via Zoom with nine members and
both Pastors present. Meeting was called to order by President
Daryl Krieger and February minutes were approved.

APRIL 2021

The meeting began at 4:30 with a prayer to open. Lenten fair details
were finalized. 5 Board members and a congregational member will
present the Days of Lent. We discussed how to continue to reach
out to families to pick up packages for the event, and 2 members
will contact each family individually.
Easter Egg hunt was discussed with ideas for gathering candy
donations and help filling eggs. We will hold the hunt at 8:30 am.
Next Meeting will be April 13 at 4:30pm

Parish Life
Melanie Westerberg
The BPL met in a zoom meeting on Tue., March 2nd. We had two
items for discussion for upcoming events.
The first was planning popcorn treats for those in attendance of the
Michael Ricks concert on Sun., March 14th at 4:00. Several from
the committee got together beforehand and made bags of popcorn
to be taken home at the end of the concert.
The second event we discussed was the virtual potluck brunch to
take place on Sun., March 21st. This is going to be a social time
with some breakout groups for sharing conversation and what each
family has for their meal after church! Our group brainstormed
a list of conversation starters and discussions involving what
people have been doing through “pandemic times” and what they
are looking forward to doing when restrictions are lifted! We just
wanted to make it a fun way to keep in touch. We hope many join
in!
Our next meeting will be April 6th.
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Say what now?

Promiseland

The theme for Lent this year is “Open My Life
Lord”. The theme expands on Easter to include,
“emerging from the tomb with intentionality.”
And that is a good way to look at Easter not
only this year, but every year. I have said it many
times, Mark is my favorite Gospel, and this year
that is the Gospel on Easter morning.

Tasha Banta
Lent is upon us, and with that, we are in a state of preparation.
With our in-person Promiseland classes on hold through the
rest of the 2020/2021 year, the Board of Education has been
working to provide some activities for the kids continue to
spend time learning about Jesus with their families and even
friends! In March, we held our annual Lenten Fair for 3rd-5th
graders. It looked a little different than it has in the past, but
the kids had a great time, heard some important and valuable information and
got some treats and trinkets to go along with each day of the Lenten journey.
Thanks to everyone who joined, and to the Board of Education for putting on a
great fair for these kids!

Imagine you have just watched a beloved
teacher, friend, or child die and you buried them.
You’ve been mourning for a few days maybe
even closed yourself off from the rest of the world. One morning a few
return to the grave to check on it and maybe even lay down some flowers.
But as soon as they get there something is wrong, the tomb is wide open.
And as you look in the grave sitting there is someone you do not recognize
who tells you, “He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where
they laid his body! Now go and tell the others.” At that moment they run
away confused at what just happened, scared about the prospect, and
wondering will your life ever be the same again? And when you tell this to
your friends and the family of that loved one the first words to come out
very well could be, “say what now?”
When Jesus rose from the tomb he emerged with intentionality, and
life was opened like never before. The world may have wanted things to
remain the same, some wanted Jesus to stay alive and not give himself
up, others wanted him to stay dead and in the tomb. But Jesus did neither
and as a result all of our lives were opened a new way, and things would
never be the same again. There was no going back to Jesus before his life,
no going back to Jesus in the tomb, there was only now and for all time the
Risen Jesus, emerging from the tomb intentionally bringing good news that
through him sin, death, and the devil were no longer the final say. Your life
has been opened to endless possibility and the promise of forgiveness and
everlasting life.

This month, 5th graders will be receiving their 5th Grade Communion class
with a service on Maundy Thursday with their families. Join us for this special
day in person or online to support this year’s 5th and 6th graders.
Don’t forget to sign up for Holy Week worship services, including Easter
Sunday! We will have an Easter egg hunt at 8:30 am for all to enjoy. If you
are able to share candy donations, you can drop them off in the office to Jaci.
Please make sure these are individually wrapped chocolates or fun-size candy
packs to help keep everyone safe and healthy!
The Board of Education is working to organize an end of the year picnic for our
Promiseland families. More details to come on this, so stay tuned!
Blessings to you as Spring is upon us!

And today, sometimes we are still like those who were at the tomb first,
we run away wondering what is going on, maybe in fear or joy that things
will never be the same again. This past year has seen similar things. We’ve
been living in Good Friday and Holy Saturday a lot as things change, our
lives, the world, the church. And these things will forever be changed as
we approach Easter morning and a new world around us. But through it
all there is one thing that will never change, and when it happened things
would never be the same again, that’s the resurrection of Jesus and the
promise of Easter morning that Christ is alive and will always go with us.
Christ will go with us even through all the changes of life promising love
and forgiveness today and always. So if we look for one thing that remains
the same today and always it’s Jesus! Our lives are open, because the tomb
is open, how will we emerge from it this year?
Have a blessed Easter and see you in worship.
Pastor Zech Anderson

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
T r eas u r er ' s R ep o r t
IFY
m m anFebruary
u el L u t h er an Ch2021
urch
F eb r u ar y
A c t u al 2021

Mo n t h l y
B u d g et

F Y F eb r u ar y 2021
Year -t o -d at e
A c t u al

A n n u al
B u d g et

In c o m e
Regular Offerings & Envelopes
Other Income
To t al In c o m e

28,679.29
7,848.15
36,527.44

40,990.75
9,014.00
50,004.75

61,478.70
12,223.09
73,701.79

E x p en s e
Staff Support
Administration
Ministry Areas
Loan re-payment/contingency

34,367.46
11,098.62
6,621.41
0.00

32,830.33
10,016.92
7,157.50
0.00

52,087.49
($15,560.05)

T o t al E x p en s es
In c o m e L es s Ex p en s e

F eb r u ar y
A c t u al 2020

YTD
A c t u al 2020

491,889.00
108,168.00
600,057.00

P er c en t o f
YTD B u d g et
16.67%
12.50%
11.30%
12.28%

37,055.15
5,367.87
42,423.02

76,339.40
6,410.08
82,749.48

65,307.20
18,373.72
13,232.89
0.00

393,964.00
120,203.00
85,890.00
0.00

16.58%
15.29%
15.41%
0.00%

29,764.62
12,983.65
6,058.99
0.00

60,325.71
18,649.79
12,480.74
0.00

50,004.75

96,913.81

600,057.00

16.15%

48,807.26

91,456.24

$0.00

($23,212.02)

0.00

($6,384.24)

($8,706.76)
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Volunteer

April 2021
Assisting Ministers
April 4

7am.......................................Dave Melby
9:15am............................Kathy McEnelly

April 11..............................................Cynthia Ryder
April 18............................................Kathy McEnelly
April 25..................................................Olivia Banta

Scripture Readers
April 4

7am.........................................Marla Betz
9:15am...................................Brad Jones

April 11................................................Bruce Mielke
April 18...................................................Deb Guarin
April 25..............................................Mark Johnson
Altar Care
April 4......................................................Marla Betz
April 11...........................................Kathy Leuwerke
April 18....................................................Marla Betz
April 25...........................................Kathy Leuwerke
Sound/Video Techs
Sundays – Ken Ferjak, Carson Strukel
Wednesdays – Nic Determann, Dave Tett
Offering Counters
Donna Johnson, Diane Lovick, Anna Harringa,
Marj Anderson, Ellen Olson
Laundry
Tammy Krieger

APRIL 2021

Karen Anderson,
ELCA Global
Missionary in
Chile
Mission Support
Emphasis for
2nd Quarter
Missionary Karen lives in Santiago, Chile and works with the staff of
EPES (Popular Education in Health), an international training program
she launched in 1982. EPES works to build a sustainable health care
organization dedicated to promoting health, dignity, and rights of the
poor in Chile. Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support
Immanuel can pass on to Karen and the work of EPES!
Following is an email update from Karen on how Covid continues to be a
life-threatening battle in Chile:
Things are very tough in Chile right now. As of Thursday, most of Chile
will be back in very strict quarantine. The numbers are higher than
even at last year´s peak - we have over 7000 cases a day and very few
available critical care beds. Despite all the good international press Chile
is getting for its very effective and efficient vaccination program, the
government has made many other terrible decisions that have generated
a situation that feels out of control. The uncle of one of our staff
members recently died of Covid, a well-known musician just died (only
45), someone in my congregation was also just diagnosed and another
church member is being hospitalized today.
We were so enthusiastic about going back to work at the office just a
few weeks ago but it didn’t last long as the government started gradually
quarantining more and more communities. It is challenging to start
another year working online - but luckily, we were able to have some in
person meetings with the community health teams and with small groups
of our staff which was energizing. We can’t wait to hug each other!!!
Hugging is a big part of life in Chile. They are predicting the vaccines will
start having an effect in late June or July.
Abrazos y ben, Karen

Manage Your Giving Online!
Online giving can now be more easily managed using Vanco. By
giving online, it provides ease and convenience, and allows you
to set up automatic recurring contributions as well as view your
complete online giving history from anywhere that has access to
the internet. To get started, simply follow these steps:
1. Visit http://www.immanuelfamily.com
2. Scroll to the Online giving button towards the bottom of the
page on the left side:
3. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and
to schedule your recurring contributions.
*Please note that if using a credit card,
Vanco does charge a transaction fee
so Immanuel will not receive the full
amount of your gift.
Another option to give electronically,
use Immanuel’s QR code:
Thanks for supporting the mission and
ministry of Immanuel!
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Tuesday

April 2021

Wednesday

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

7am- Easter Worship,
communion (SU/LS)
830am- Easter Egg Hunt,
outside
9:15am- Worship (sign up
or livestream)

9:15am- Worship SU/LS
10:15 – New Member
Class / Promiseland
1pm- Good Grief Group

18

9:15am- Worship SU/LS
10:15 – Promiseland

25

9:15am- Worship SU/LS
10:15 – Promiseland
1pm- Good Grief Group

Church Closed

5pm- Trustees
6:30pm- Council

19

2-4pm- Prayer Shawl
Ministry, Shalom

26

230pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group
630pm- Parish Life
Board

2:30pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group
430pm- Children’s Ed
Board

20

230pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group
MAY Messenger
Deadline

27

1pm- LWR Quilting
Do Day, FH

5:30pm- Confirmation
630pm – Worship, SU/LS

Saturday

2

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

9am -Women’s
Bible Study,
Lounge

4:45-5:45pm- Meals to go (SU)
4:45pm- M&O

Friday

1

630pm – Maundy
Thursday Worship,
communion
Signup/Livestream
9am -Women’s
Bible Study,
Lounge

4:45-5:45pm- Meals to go
(sign up)
5:30pm- Confirmation
630pm – Worship,
Communion, SU/LS
7:15pm- Confirmation
730pm- HS Youth Group

9am -Women’s
Bible Study,
Lounge

630pm – Good Friday
Service (SU/LS)

WESTERN IOWA SYNOD
VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

3

WESTERN IOWA
SYNOD VIRTUAL
ASSEMBLY

7:15pm- Confirmation,
730pm- HS Youth Group

21

4:45-5:45pm- Meals to go (SU)

5:30pm- Confirmation
630pm – Worship, SU/LS
7:15pm- Confirmation,
730pm- HS Youth Group

28

4:45-5:45pm- Meals to go (SU)

5:30pm- Confirmation
630pm – Worship, SU/LS
7:15pm- Confirmation,
730pm- HS Youth Group

Sign up each week by Tuesday noon
with your order on the link on the
immanuelfamily.com website or call the
church office for your reservation.
Easy pick up by driving through the
north alley of the church and meals
Wednesday
brought out to your car at the handicap
Meals
entrance.
Serving each Wednesday, 4:45-5:45pm.
To Go
Anyone is welcome to this community
meal!
Rejoice for Spring and blessings to you every day!
Dawn Craig, hospitality specialist

April Menus:
April 7 Goulash, green beans, cake
April 14 Soups-chicken noodle, potato bacon, 			
breadsticks, krispy bars
April 21 Ham sandwiches, Italian pasta salad, cheesecake
April 28 Meat loaf with mashed potatoes on top, lettuce 		
salad, cinnamon rolls

Thursday

APRIL 2021

9am -Women’s
Bible Study,
Lounge

9am -Women’s
Bible Study,
Lounge

Women’s Bible Study starting again!

Template © calendarlabs.com

Any women interested in attending the weekly
Bible study is welcome to come beginning on
Thursday, April 8th, 9:00 a.m.
Bring your Bible as the group reads, studies, and discusses
the upcoming Sunday texts. Meeting in the upstairs lounge.

Worship on the Radio
Worship over the air and on the web over KIOW
107.3FM continues to be an important ministry to many
members and non-members, locally and locations
anywhere! Thank you to those of you who have helped
this ministry by sponsoring a Sunday broadcast for
$100.
Upcoming dates available if you would like to
give in memory of a loved one, or to honor a special
occasion, or just because you, or someone you know is
a faithful listener. Call the office (585-3152) to reserve a
date:
May 16, 23
Aug. 29
July 18
Sept. 5, 19, 26

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
TELEPHONE
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
Name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays – 9:15am
6:30 Wednesday
In Person & Livestream

OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8am – 5pm

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed 		
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Website:
Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
www.immanuelfamily.com 			
worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com 		
Facebook pages:
Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist
Immanuel Lutheran Church
dawncraig1211@gmail.com 			
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Ann Hunhuff-Youth Ministry
Staff:						
ann@immanuelfamily.com
Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor			
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com			
home: 641-581-2150				
President: Daryl Krieger
Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor
Vice-President: Dave Melby
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke
Mike Oleson-Property Manager
Secretary: Linda Ferjak
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Kim Severson-Finance			 Representatives: Nic Determann, Marcy
Hanson, Linda Holland, Heather Johnson,
kim@immanuelfamily.com
Joyce Kasper, Melanie Westerberg, Chad
Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant		Kozitza
jaci@immanuelfamily.com		

