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THE MESSENGER
We invite you to come experience 

Advent and the Christmas 
festivities with us!

Pictured around the circle from front: Tasha Banta, Ben 
Allaway, Kim Severson, Mike Oleson, Dawn Craig, Jaci 

Thorson, Pastor Zech Anderson, Pastor Rod Hopp

 
 
 
 
 

TO BETHLEHEM AND BEYOND! 
 
 

Come and experience Advent-Christmas Journey at Immanuel. 
And then go beyond Bethlehem and share the good news 

of the newborn King and the resurrected King! 
 

ADVENT SUNDAY THEMES: 
   Dec. 1   “Ready, set, go!” 
   Dec. 8   “Are we there yet?” 
   Dec. 15   “Are you the way?” 
   Dec. 22   “Come to save us” 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE: 
1pm, Service at Forest Plaza ~ anyone welcome to attend 
3pm, Candlelight Service ~ 2:30 pre-service music begins 
5pm, Candlelight Service ~ 4:30 pre-service music begins 

Live radio broadcast over KIOW 107.3 FM at 5pm 

Journey to Bethlehem
Promiseland Christmas Program

Come and join us as we Journey 
to Bethlehem to the humble 

manger where a Baby was born 
– the Savior – it’s true!

Sunday, December 8, 3:30 p.m.
Please join us for pie, ice cream, 
and drinks served following the 
program in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Caroling for all ages
Christmas Caroling for all ages

Monday, Dec. 16, 5:00pm, meet in the Shalom Room
Come spread the Christmas spirit singing Carols. We 

will go to Forest Plaza and Good Samaritan.
Please let us know if you’d like us to come to your 

house! Call Jaci (585-3152) to get on our list.
We will have pizza after caroling with cookies and 

cider.

Bring a friend!

Vital Agers’ Christmas Party
Mary Rodberg

The Vital Agers Christmas Party will be Tuesday, Dec. 3, 
in the fellowship hall. A 11:30 dinner menu of roast beef, 

mashed potatoes &amp; gravy, corn, and buns will be 
catered by HyVee. Cost is $8 for the dinner. For dessert the 

Vital Agers Task Team will treat everyone with Christmas
goodies.

Following the dinner, we will have a short program. 
The Christmas Story will be read, and Alice Jones will 
accompany us in a Christmas Carol sing-a-long. Barb 

Johnson will share with us some highlights of her recently 
published book, The Back Door People.

Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board outside 
the office. The $8 is payable in the office before the dinner 

on the 3rd .
We hope this will be the start of a blessed Christmas season 

for everyone!



On December 24th the Christian 
community will celebrate the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the gift of and 
the image of God’s revolutionary love for 
all of creation. Ahead of this celebration 
many hours and much money will be 
spent to purchase gifts for those we love. 

Gift giving is one of the five love languages according to 
Gary Chapman’s book, The Five Love Languages. The four 
other love languages are: quality time, offering words of 
affirmation, acts of service (devotion), and physical touch. 
While these love languages are certainly valuable and may 
keep the fires of affection glowing in a marriage, these are 
not the actions of revolutionary love as defined by or in 
Jesus.

In her TED Talk (I encourage you to watch it by following this 
link https://www.ted.com/talks/valarie_kaur_3_lessons_
of_revolutionary_love_in_a_time_of_rage?language=en ) 
Valarie Kaur states,” Love is more than a rush of emotions 
that happens to us if we’re lucky. Love is sweet labor; fierce, 
bloody, imperfect, life-giving; a choice we make over, and 
over, again. Revolutionary love is a choice to enter into labor 
for others who do not look like us; for our opponents who 
hurt us; and for ourselves. 

This is the kind of love Jesus ushers into the world at his 
birth. It is a love for people, who through sin, have little 
resemblance to the one who is perfect. He prayed, “Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do,” even as his 

It will not be long before county road crews, business own-
ers, churches, and homeowners will need to spread Ice Melt 
salt on the roads, driveways, and sidewalks to keep travelers 
safe. I’m always amazed at how salt can melt ice.  

Jesus says in Matthew 5, “You are the salt of the earth; but if 
salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot.” In Jesus’ day salt was used primarily for sea-
soning. It makes food taste better bring out the flavor of the 
food. 

When Jesus tells his disciples that they are the salt of the 
world, he’s teaching them that as they carry the love of Jesus 
to the world they are making the world better. Love, like salt, 
melts things, not ice, but things like heard hearts, stubborn-
ness, anger, hatred and prejudice. When we carry God’s love 
in our hearts we see no stranger, no enemy, no outcast; only 
brother or sister. Love melts away the things that divide us so 
that we are united as brother and sister.

I pray this Christmas seas that the love of Jesus will melt your 
heart and that you will be empowered to carry that love into 
the world.

Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod

Immanuel Kids
Ice Melt

Revolutionary Love
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With winter weather in North Iowa, a plan needs to be in place to keep everyone safe when bad weather hits.
Because of the importance we place on gathering for worship, fellowship, and education, we will make every 
effort to conduct Sunday and Wednesday activities.
But, just in case, please review our policy:
 In the event of severe weather and we need to cancel worship, programs, and activities, we will strive to 

make this decision by 7:00 a.m. for Sunday morning and by 2:00 p.m. for Wednesday evening. Although circumstances may not 
always allow for this.
 As a rule of thumb, weekday and evening programming activities will be cancelled if the public schools close or release 
early. Worship will be held unless otherwise noted.
 Funerals, weddings, and other special events will be conducted as scheduled if possible.
 Cancellations will be communicated via KIOW 107.3FM radio (and on their webpage, kiow.com), KIMT television Channel 3 
(and on their webpage, kimt.com), and on the Immanuel Lutheran Church facebook page.
 If severe weather strikes on other weekdays, the church office will remain open whenever possible.

Inclement Weather Policy

opponents crucified him. And Jesus commanded his disciples 
saying, “love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus heard and 
accepted the Father’s words of affirmation, “This is my Son, 
the beloved, with whom I am please,” and he loved himself 
and therefore could love others even when we hated him 
and stood against him as enemies.



—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

Ah Buzz Lightyear, one of my favorite Disney characters. And every time I think of him I think of his signature phrase “To infinity and 
beyond!” I even have a talking Buzz at home that says it to me. And that is the phrase for Advent this year. Wait that’s not right, why 
would that be the phrase? What’s that got to do with anything? I was mistaken it’s not to infinity, it’s “TO BETHLEHEM AND BEYOND!” 
That fits much better for this season.

Advent this year starts on the first day of the month. And while some have already begun their journey to Bethlehem and have 
decoration up, lights on the house, music blaring, (yes that would be me) the journey on the liturgical calendar begins December 1st. 
We will travel together like a family vacation. We leave, ask are we there yet, ask for directions, and ask for someone to come and help 
us when we still don’t know where we are going. That’s the journey we will be on together to Bethlehem. 

Christmas Eve we arrive at the manger with the shepherds and those that have come to worship the newborn king. But, the journey doesn’t stop there. We go 
out from that place, beyond Bethlehem, and share the good news not only of the new born king but also a resurrected king. Jesus goes beyond Bethlehem to 
the cross, and beyond the cross to the empty tomb. We are living today in the beyond, which ironically can look like infinity, who knows what’s next? No matter 
what it’s beyond Bethlehem. 

Come this season and adore him, the child born in Bethlehem. But know that there is so much more beyond Bethlehem! I pray you share the good news of 
Christmas this year, not only in worship but at home. Take the journey together, “come to Bethlehem and see him who’s birth the angels sing” and then after 
Christmas morning ask what’s the beyond look like, because guess what that’s where we are today!

It is indeed the most wonderful time of the year, and I look forward to the journey to Bethlehem and Beyond with you! Blessings to you this Advent and 
Christmas season, “To Infinity and Beyond!” 
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Tasha Banta

Our last unit in Promiseland was focused on God’s 
promises and obeying God. Through the stories of 
Noah’s Ark and Abraham and Sarah, learned that 

obeying God is what He wants us to do but His 
promises aren’t only for those who always obey Him. 

We are all born sinners and His death on the cross and 
His grace frees us from those sins. God’s promises are 

given to everyone!

One of God’s great promises was that He would send 
a Savior to conquer Satan and sin. “Therefore the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 

his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). As we enter into this time of Advent, of 
waiting for the Lord, let us all remember and be thankful for the greatest 

gift of His promises… Jesus.

As we approach the Christmas Season, there are many great things to 
look forward to and put on your calendars! On Sunday, December 8th, 

your children will be telling the story of “Journey to Bethlehem” through 
music and a 5th grade play.  The program begins at 3:30 and we invite you 
to join us for pie, ice cream, coffee and lemonade following the program. 
If you would like to make a pie or ice cream donation please visit www.

immanuelfamily.com and follow the MealTrain link!

We do have a snow day scheduled in case of bad weather on the 8th. If a 
cancellation happens, we will have the program on Wednesday, December 

11th in place of Worship.

Program practice is changing this year. We have always done a Saturday 
morning practice the day before the program, but it’s a hard time for 

families to carve out, so we will be practicing the program on Wednesday, 
December 4th during the Promiseland hour. Please make sure your 

children are there to run through the program to make it as smooth as 
possible on Sunday! We hope this change will allow for most of the kids to 

participate in the practice.

There will be no Promiseland on December 25 or January 1 as we observe 
Christmas and the New Year! We will resume January 8.

I pray this year has been a blessed one for your family. I feel extremely 
blessed by all of your kids each week on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights. It fills my heart to hear them sing, laugh and share what they’ve 
learned about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May the Christmas Season 

bring joy and peace to your family

Promiseland

To Infinity and Beyond

Karen is located in Santiago, Chile and the founder of EPES (Pop-
ular Education in Health) 37 years ago.

Thank you for the recent envelope gifts received and plan for 
a noisy offering during worship on Dec. 11 and 15. Immanuel’s 

commitment to Karen is $3,647.50 thru Jan. 31.
Last month news was received from Karen asking for support 

and prayers. As of Oct. 18 Chile, has been experiencing dramat-
ic moments of police brutality as Chileans have turned to the 
streets to express discontent with hope for a better country.

An excerpt from Karen’s email:
“Our hearts were broken on Saturday with the news that Gus-
tavo Gatica, a 21-year old history student, had lost both of his 
eyes after being shot directly in the face by police during the 
massive march for change in Santiago. The police’s unlimited 

brutality and their total sense of impunity have surpassed any-
thing seen since the end of the dictatorship. This is just one of 

hundreds of stories of disproportionate and brutal repression of 
Chileans’ justified protests against the injustices they suffer.

What does this mean for EPES? Although “normal” life seems 
completely suspended we have continued with much of our 

work with community health teams. We have been helping to 
organize local assemblies, providing a space for many organi-
zations to meet at our center, and organizing sessions to deal 

with stress felt by the health teams, many of whom are feeling 
re-traumatized by the militarized atmosphere and systematic 

violation of human rights. Several days last week the main street 
that leads to the EPES office was cut off with barricades and 

police and special forces shooting at people and throwing tear 
gas. We are back to the days of the dictatorship…

We do not know what the future will bring, but we are hopeful 
that real change is possible. Again, we thank you for your love 
and ongoing support. Please keep EPES, the health promoters, 
the Lutheran Church and the Chilean people in your thoughts 

and prayers.
Abrazos y bendiciones,

Karen
ELCA Global Mission Personnel in Chile

Oct.-Dec. Mission Emphasis: 
Missionary Karen Anderson 

serving in Chile



Mission and Outreach
Amy Thorson

The Mission & Outreach Board met Wednesday, November 13. Members present: 
Sharen Rieffer, Larry Rieffer, Becky Stumme, Jaci Thorson, Ken Korth, Pøtt Van 
Auken and Amy Thorson.

We approved the board’s 2020 budget.

We continue to emphasize missionary Karen with youir envelope gifts and noisy 
offerings Dec. 11 & 15. Waldorf’s “Adopt a Student” program is being handled and 
organized by Waldorf University. More info to come. Thanks to Becky for being our 
liaison!

Trustees
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on November 11, 2019. In September Financials 
showed income of $43,386.44 and expenses of $31,670.57 with $11,715.87 income 
over expenses. YTD Income/Expense is ($17,021.49) compared to ($23,534.07) 
YTD in 2018. October financials showed income of $33,419.87 and expenses 
of $51,394.35 for a shortfall of ($17,974.48). Year to date short fall ($32,534.97) 
compared to ($29,129.29) for YTD in 2018. $6,679.9 pension and medical and 
$3,166 ELCA Support was not paid in September and was doubled in October to 
cover both months.

Endowment: End of year balance of the Endowment fund should be around 
$850,000. $13,519.03 will be applied to the new sound system, $1,387.97 will be 
used for bible camp, and $83 for the Mindy Sunderman Memorial Broadcast for the 
2019 calendar year.

Property Committee: One of the Methodist’s Munchkin heaters was installed for the 
education wing. HFLC Radon Mitigation was installed.

Personnel Committee: Handbook Policy 1015 Orientation Period was reworded. 
Policy 1080 Performance Evaluation was reworded. Policy 1250 Sexual Harassment 
and Misconduct was updated as to who reports to who.

New Business: At the congregation meeting Nov 10th, the congregation approved 
the motion to move forward with the Sale of the Hanson Family Life Center to the 
Forest City Family YMCA for a dollar. If at any time in the future the YMCA does not 
use the building for day care, Immanuel could have the opportunity to repurchase 
it for one dollar.

Board of Trustees will move the monthly meeting to 5:00 on Dec. 9.

Old Business: At the congregation meeting Nov. 10th, the congregation also 
approved executive council to move forward with Bethany Lutheran on discussions 
with staff sharing.

Parish Council 
Alice Lewellen

The Immanuel Church Council met November 11, 2019 with eight members present 
as well as both Pastors. Vice President Daryl Krieger conducted the meeting as 
President Buffington was called away by his work.

We listened to a presentation by Omega Organ and Audio about their cost to 
replace our Sound System.

After the presentation Amy Thorson moved that we go ahead and purchase this 
system using the money we have been gifted for this purpose and the Endowment 
money we have left this year, conditional upon raising the rest of the money. Joan 
Beebe seconded the motion. This was approved by Council.

We reviewed the Congregational meeting that was held November 10. The Y Board 
will be meeting soon, and we will find out if they will accept our approved proposal 
for the sale of the Life Center.  A meeting will be set up soon with Bethany to see if 
they will accept our proposal to enter into a covenant with them. Many filled out the 
response sheets for the Capital Campaign and more feedback is expected.

We approved a Sabbatical for Pastor Zech of 10 weeks from May 31 to August 9 
in 2020.

Joan Beebe and Alice Lewellen will finish their terms on Council in January. We are 
looking for members who may be interested in joining Council.

Board of Education
Tasha Banta

Board of Ed met on Nov. 19th at 4:30pm. Devotions by Tammy Krieger: Is it good to 
give thanks – Psalm 92:1-4.

Christmas Program and Practice details were discussed and duties assigned. 
Teacher Christmas gifts were decided upon and options for class Christmas parties 
were chosen

Treasury’s Report
Immanuel Lutheran Church

FY September 2019

Prepared by Cindi 11/18/2019 Page 1

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY October 2019
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Your Christmas Season 
Christmas is a time for us to celebrate Jesus’ birth.    With the 
hustle and bustle the season brings, we need to stop and make 
sure to keep Christ at the center of our celebrating.  To prepare 
for the momentous event of God’s only son’s birth, the library 
would like to suggest some activities for you: daily devotions and 
prayer, read one chapter a day of Luke starting on December 1st, 
invite family and friends to attend worship services with you, 
read a Christmas book, display a crèche in your home, and 
reading the Christmas story out loud with your family.  Let’s keep 
the focus on the Babe of Bethlehem this Christmas. 

Devotions 
Celebrate Jesus! at Christmas:  

Family Devotions for Advent Through Epiphany 
By Kimberly Ingalls Reese 

Let this book help you and your family discuss, interact, and 
focus on Jesus through: Scripture readings, Familiar songs & 
hymns, Devotional thoughts, ‘build’ a Nativity by adding the 
people and animals daily rather than all at once, and the lighting 
of the Advent Wreath. 

Review taken from Amazon 

Day by Day Advent: Devotions for the Season 
By Christopher G. Milarch 

This devotional booklet for the season of Advent provides a 
scripture reading, reflection, and prayer for each day. 

Books 
A Cup of Comfort for Christmas: Stories that 

celebrate the warmth, joy, and wonder of the holiday 
By Colleen Sell 

The stories in this inspiring collection are joyous reminders of 
what the holidays are all about. Written by people just like you, 
these uplifting stories celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. 
You and your family will be thoroughly entertained by the 
celebrations, merriment, and revelations that fill these pages. 

 Review taken from Amazon 
 
 
 
 
 

One Incredible Moment Celebrating the 
Majesty of the Manger 

By Max Lucado 
In one incredible moment the whole world changed when Jesus 
came to earth as a baby boy! Best-selling author Max Lucado has 
penned a Christmas book for the entire family as he examines 
how one unbelievable moment forever altered the lives of every 
person who has ever lived....from Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, 
and the wise men to those of us living in the new millennium. 

Review taken from Amazon 

An Angel’s Story 
By Max Lucado 

In this classic Christmas novella, best-selling author Max Lucado 
imagines the spiritual conflict that surrounded the coming of 
Christ. Surely there was much. If Satan could pre-empt Christ in 
the cradle, there'd be no Christ on the cross. 
Journey back in time to the very throne of God ... and witness 
firsthand the glory, the wonder, and the battle that took place 
on the very first Christmas.                                  Review taken from Amazon 

Promiseland Winners 

 
 

 

 

Library 
News 
Dec   

2019 

 

Promiseland 
students once 
again are learning 
about Jesus while 
they play games 
waiting their turn 
to visit the library. 
Left are two 
teams that won 
games who are 
very excited to 
have new reading 
materials to take 
home.   
All the students 
are winners with 
this library 
program. 

Christmas DVDs 
Do not forget to check out the huge selection of 

DVDs in the Library for your holiday viewing. 

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —    —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —

If you would like to help make Christmas 
special for the Good Sam residents, stop by the 
“Resident Tree” up until Dec. 16 and take a tag 
or two and personally shop for a resident. Or 
give a cash donation if you aren’t able to shop, 
they will do the shopping for you.

The tags will have a number representing a 
resident. They ask that the gift be brought back 
bagged or wrapped with the tag placed on the 

outside of the package. Due to the safety of the rersidents, only 
purchase items listed on the tags.

Thank you for taking the time to brighten the holidays for the 
residents!

Good Samaritan Resident  Tree Stop by the Good Gifts 
Christmas Trees

at Immanuel and give a gift 
that matters.



•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Altar Guild
Dec. 1..........................................................Jean Yeager
Dec. 8...........................................................Julie Damm
Dec. 15..................................................Kathy Leuwerke
Dec. 22.........................................................Joan Beebe
Dec. 24................................................. Kathy Leuwerke
Dec. 29................................................Joanne Bartleson

Assisting Ministers
Dec. 1.........................................................Joan Hansen
Dec. 8.......................................................Cynthia Ryder
Dec. 15.......................................................Carolyn Price
Dec. 22.................................................David Readinger
Dec. 24.................................................3pm Dave Melby
            5pm Kathy McEnelly
Dec. 29......................................................Carolyn Price

Scripture Readers
Dec. 1.............................................................Pam Keller
Dec. 8...........................................................Bill Krahling
Dec. 15....................................................Scott Bertelsen
Dec. 22..................................................Connie Johnson
Dec. 24................................................3pm Joy Newcom
                   5pm Ray Beebe
Dec. 29.......................................................Bruce Mielke

Communion Set Up
Dec. 1.................................................Kathy Bendickson
Dec. 8............................................................Ellen Olson
Dec. 15..........................................................Alice Jones
Dec. 22....................................................Sue Moklestad
Dec. 24..........................................................Ruth Melby
Dec. 29......................................................Joyce Kasper

Wednesdays................................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers
Dec. 1.............................Laurel Erickson, Kay Sorensen
Dec. 8.........................................Bill Krahling, Liz Wilson
Dec. 15......................................Joan Beebe, Leah Boyd
Dec. 22...............................Cindy Korth, Carolynn Korth

Dec. 24.............3pm - Joan Beebe, Joan Hansen, Mary  
	 										Kingland,	Jan	Buffington,	Keila	Buffington

            5pm - Marlene Faircloth, Scott Fruhwirth,  
         Joan Langerud, Kathy McEnelly, Harlan Rodberg, 
    Melanie Westerberg, Jim & Barb Braun
Dec. 29.......................................Ken Korth, Julie Damm

Song Leaders
Dec. 1............................Audrey Olmstead, Jaci Thorson
Dec. 8.............................Kathy Jerome, Scott Bertelsen
Dec. 15...........................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Dec. 22..............................
Dec. 24.......................................
Dec. 29.......................................

Offering Counters
Joyce Goranson, Mary Schaefer, Dorothy Olson, Ellen 
Olson, Marj Anderson

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich
VOLUNTEER USHERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS 
EVE SERVICES 3 & 5PM

Sound Techs
Bruce Mielke, Dave Midtgaard

Sunday Coffees
Coffe Hour Group

Volunteer December 2019
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Prayers
Kathy Peterson and family in the loss of husband, Larry Peterson 

of Forest City

Dan & Kim Langfald and family in the loss of Dan’s father, Robert 
Langfald of Mason City (formerly of Forest City)

Rickie Brock, Jodene & Gary Bartleson, Terrel & Tammy Brock and 
families in the loss of brother, John Brock of Forest City

Blessings & PrayersChu r c h  Ph o t o  D i r e c t o r i e s
The new church directories have arrived. They are 

available for you to pick up if you had your photo taken 
by Lifetouch or submitted a photo. Stop by the office 

during office hours



Free meal served 4:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are 
welcome each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as well 
as fellowship time!
Dec. 4              Tater tot hotdish, green beans, apple crisp
Dec. 11            Chili / chicken noodle soups, peaches / apricots,  
  cornbread
Dec. 18            Hot dog bar, baked beans, chips, ice cream
Dec. 25            no meal ~ Merry Christmas

Wednesday’s
December

Menus

I am wishing everyone a beautiful Christmas 
and safe holidays. May each of you thank 
God for our present each day – Christ, his 

child.
God Bless & Merry Christmas,

Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$44)
Dec. 8   Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23
Jan. 12, 19  Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: 
(cost is $100)
Dec. 8, 29   Feb. 9, 16;
Jan. 12    Mar. 8, 15, 24, 31
Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 
11am over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 

& 

Broadcasts

 
 

Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

December 2019 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:15am – Christmas 
decorating Sanctuary 

2 
6:30pm- Mary 
Mondays 

3 
1130am-Vital Agers 
Christmas Dinner, FH 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer  
5pm – Parish Life Board 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

4 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal, 
FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland Christmas 
Rehearsal / Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- HS Youth Group/Choir 
 

5 
8:30pm- Women’s Bible Study, 
Lounge 

6 
6pm- Wedding Rehearsal 

7 
3pm- Dakken-Nygaard 
Wedding 

8 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am – Promiseland 
3:30pm- Promiseland 
Christmas Program, pie & 
ice cream follows 

 

9 
6:30pm- Council 
5pm- Trustees 

10 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer  
4:30pm- Ed board 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

 

11 
4:30-6:30pm- Community 
Meal, FH 
4:45pm- M&O 
5:30pm- 
Promiseland/confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship, noisy 
offering 
7:30pm- HS Youth Group/Choir 

 

12 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study 
10:30am Good Sam 
Communion Service 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 
 

13 14 
4-7pm- Townsquare 
apt Christmas Party, 
FH 

15 
9:15am- Worship, noisy 
offering for missionary 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am – Promiseland 
 

16 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
5pm – Christmas 
Caroling, Shalom 
 
 

17 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer  
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

 

18 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal, 
FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- HS Youth/Choir 

19 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study 
6:30pm- Cub Scouts’ Pack 
Meeting, FH 

 

20 
JANUARY MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 
 

21 
11am-4pm- Family 
Christmas Party, FH 

22 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 

23 
 

24 
1pm – Forest Plaza 
Christmas Eve Worship 
3pm – Christmas Eve 
Worship 
5pm – Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 
CHURCH CLOSED 26 

CHURCH CLOSED  27 28 

29 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 

30 
 
 

31 
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October 27

MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5 pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Kim Severson-Finance   
      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

President: Andy Buffingon

Vice-President: Daryl Krieger 

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 

Representatives: Joan Beebe, Nic Determann, 
Linda Ferjak, Marcy Hanson, Linda Holland, 
Heather Johnson, Daryl Krieger, Amy 
Thorson, Melanie Westerberg

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


