
CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE:
1:00pm Forest Plaza Christmas Eve Service for residents

3:00pm Candlelight Service (pre-service music begins at 2:30)

5:15pm Candlelight Service (pre-service music begins at 4:45)

Radio broadcast over KIOW 107.3FM at 5:00pm of pre-recorded 
3:00 service

We eagerly await the days of the Advent Season and another 
Christmas Celebration to share the light and good news of 

Christ with others!

Confirmation Class of 2021

The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa December 2021
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THE MESSENGER

Front: Jada Wooldridge, Jessa Swearingen, Aubrey Miller, 
Gracie Conrad, Olivia Eastvold

Middle: Skylar Steffensen, Bailey Sobek, Brayden Price, 
Carter Stricker, Braedon Appel

Back: Pastor Rod Hopp, Gabriel Ramirez, Owen Holkesvik, 
Jack Harms, Jacob Beenken, Pastor Zech Anderson

Christmas season is upon us and with that comes a full calendar! Here at Immanuel, our 
children have a busy and exciting month, too! 
On December 12th the kids will be putting on our annual Christmas program! This year we will 
be telling the story of Jesus's birth through the colors of Christmas in a new program called " 
Red Letter Christmas". Join us at 2pm with pie and ice cream to follow!  
December 15th and 19th will be our last Wednesday and Sunday Promiseland classes of 2021. 
We will resume on January 5th. 
I am grateful that we have been able to be in person this year - what a joy your children are to 
this church! Wishing you all a blessed Christmas season filled with the light and love of Jesus!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All are welcome to come enjoy the Immanuel Children 
Present their Christmas Program on Sunday afternoon, 

Dec. 12, 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Then enjoy pie & ice cream in the Fellowship Hall! 

The Immanuel Staff invites you to ‘let your light 
shine before others’ through this time of Advent and 

Christmas!
Front: Mike Oleson, Tasha Banta, Ann Hunhoff, Jaci Thorson

Back: Pastor Rod Hopp, Dawn Craig, Kim Severson, 
Pastor Zech Anderson

 
 

The Immanuel Staff invites you to ‘let your light shine before others’ 
through this time of Advent and Christmas! 

Front: Mike Oleson, Tasha Banta, Ann Hunhoff, Jaci Thorson 
Back: Pastor Rod Hopp, Dawn Craig, Kim Severson, Pastor Zech Anderson 



In Isaiah 7 we read, Again the Lord spoke 
to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not 
ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 
13Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house 
of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Look, the young woman is with 
child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel. 

Most interpreters agree that King Ahaz is not making a humble refusal 
to accept God’s invitation to ask for a sign. Instead, this is just a pious 
excuse, because Ahaz wants to continue on the course he has already 
chosen–not to trust in the Lord, but to make a military and political 
alliance with Assyria, which will require him to worship Assyrian gods 
instead.

God sends the Prophet Isaiah to assure Ahaz that he can trust God 
instead, and God even offers to let Ahaz ask for any sign he wants (“let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven“) as a token and pledge that 
God plans to deliver him from the nations that are invading. But Ahaz 
declines, and that is why God is weary with him.

We see God offering this same kind of sign in other places in the Bible 
as well. For example, when King Hezekiah was ill, God promised him 
through Isaiah that he would recover. Isaiah offered, referring to the royal 
sundial, “This shall be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do 
the thing that he has promised: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or 
go back ten steps?”  Hezekiah chose the much more remarkable sign of 
the shadow going backward, and it was granted.

We have come to interpret Isaiah 7 and the promise that a virgin will 
conceive and bear a son and he shall be named Immanuel in light of 
Jesus and the Christmas story. More than likely this was not the original 
reference of Isahiah 7. Yet it is faithful in retrospect to see Jesus as the 
one who most completely fills full this prophecy. The problem with signs 
from God is that they are rarely seen or understood in real time, but are 
most clearly seen and understood as in a rear view mirror. 

I believe that we today should be on the lookout for any “sign” God may 
be offering us. God is certainly capable of giving signs. Perhaps we may 
even feel the freedom to ask for such a sign–not as a condition of belief 
or obedience, but as confirmation that we have heard correctly and 
are hoping and working for the right things, in cooperation with God’s 
purposes. Yet the greatest sign has already been given, and his name is 
Jesus. 

Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Jesus is the Son of God who is who 
was, and who is to come. That is what we celebrate at Christmas – 
Jesus, God’s Son and sign that God is with us to bless, to hold, to 
love, and to bind us together into be the body of his Son in this world. 
Together, we, the church become the sign of God’s presence of grace 

Thanksgiving Day

Letter from Pastor 
A Son or A Sign?A Son or A Sign?

Immanuel is blessed and so 
thankful to all who gave in 
multiple ways to provide a 

delicious Thanksgiving meal 
to over 250 guests either by 
dining in, picking up takouts, 

or getting it delivered!

Page 2         THE MESSENGER          DECEMBER 2021

and love in and for this world. May we always be a sign that points to the 
God of mercy and grace.

A blessed and vision filled Christmas. May you see in Jesus the 
presence of God in your life and in the world.

Pastor Rod
  —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 



•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

First in a series of Impact Stories of 
Immanuel members sharing their ‘church 
story’ interviewed and written by Waldorf 

student, Suyaishar (Sue).
Tasha Banta

Christmas season is upon us and with that 
comes a full calendar! Here at Immanuel, our 
children have a busy and exciting month, too!
On December 12th the kids will be putting on 
our annual Christmas program! This year we 
will be telling the story of Jesus’s birth through 

the colors of Christmas in a new program called “ Red Letter 
Christmas”. Join us at 2pm with pie and ice cream to follow! 
December 15th and 19th will be our last Wednesday and 
Sunday Promiseland classes of 2021. We will resume on 
January 5th.

I am grateful that we have been able to be in person this year 
- what a joy your children are to this church! Wishing you all 
a blessed Christmas season filled with the light and love of 
Jesus! 

Promiseland Families,
Promiseland

Originally from Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, Tina Berg expressed 
that she became part of a family 
when she started getting involved 
in Wednesday night meals at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in 2015.
Berg moved to Forest City in 2004 
due to personal reasons and started 

working for Winnebago and Chrysalis, a home for individuals 
with disabilities and those who need assistance paying bills, 
shopping, and others. Berg also used to accompany them to 
different churches.
“When I first moved here, I happened to know that Immanuel 
was having church outside, so I took them there and we 
walked several blocks with our chairs and we sat there,” 
Berg said. “That was the first time I went to Immanuel in 
2004.”
In 2015, after retirement, Berg went to another outdoor 
service at Immanuel and met a woman named Deb who 
mentioned to her that she was overseeing Wednesday 
night meals at Immanuel. Berg who claimed herself as a 
workaholic was delighted to be given a chance to help at the 
kitchen since she was not able to work after suffering from 
injuries and illnesses.
“I became part of a family just being within the kitchen 
staff,” she said. “That is when I started going to church on 
Sundays.”
While growing up, Berg struggled with low self esteem and 
felt like she was never worthy of anything which led her to 
shying away from church. “I would go to church off and on, 
but I was never totally that comfortable,” Berg said. “But all 
of a sudden at Immanuel, it’s like I was comfortable, and I 
was fitting in.”
Berg started helping out on Sundays for Sunday coffee time 
after she got diagnosed with cancer in 2016 and recovered 
from it. After COVID hit, she also started ushering in the 
church.
The best experience Berg has had in the church is working 
in the kitchen. “I felt useful and worthy because I was able 
to do something,” Berg said. “Everybody says thank you as 
you put food on the plate.”
Berg finds her role spiritually energizing when she is able to 
put a smile on somebody’s face. “I have made a few quilts 
for some kids that are here and the look they give me when 
they run up and say, ‘I love my blankie’ that I made them is 
just…,” Berg said with a smile.
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Be an angel this Christmas! Stop by the trees 
at church and purchase ELCA Good Gifts 
ornaments and give a gift that matters.

Make A Joyful Noise!
Senior Choir is looking for new voices to join 

their ranks! All are welcome - All ages - All voice 
ranges. We meet on Wednesday evenings 

from 7:30 - 8:30 and sing on the first, third and 
fifth Sundays of the month. We are starting to 

learn our music for Advent, Christmas Eve and 
Epiphany at this time. Come and join us for the 
Season! All Are Welcome to share their gift of 
music with the Immanuel Family! Linda Ferjak, 

Director



Board notes

Trustees’ Notes
Bink Keller
The Board of Trustees met on November 8, 2021, at the church. October 
income was $40,345.23 and expenses were $49,430.76 with a negative 
($9,085.53) for the month. YTD Actual is a Negative ($48,683.93) 
compared to 2020 YTD of ($65,686.40).
Endowment:   Endowment Fund distributions were reviewed.

Property Committee: The refrigerator in the kitchen was replaced with a 
new one from Hassebroek Refrigeration in Buffalo Center. It has a 3 parts 
and labor and 5 year compressor warranty. WELCA, donations from the 
congregation, and Endowment paid for the appliance. Thank you. Synod 
recommendations suggest that the parsonage be inspected annually 
to keep needed repairs and needed update from getting away from us. 
Mike Oleson and 4 Trustees will do the walk thru.

Personnel Committee: Reviews with staff is being done.

New Business: Immanuel received a check for $97,588.55 from the Ray 
Haugen Trust as a listed beneficiary. Ray Haugen died in 1973. His wife 
Sylvia married Orlie Severson in 1976. Sylvia died in 2005. The Board of 
Trustees would like to thank the family for this very generous gift. The 
proceeds were deposited in the Endowment fund for Immanuel.
Old Business: a.) Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly vitality 
group update: Everything is going fine. Carolyn and Josh are going off 
the vitality group. b.) Compensation for Music has been presented by 
Pastor Rod, Linda Ferjak, and Dave Melby.

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak
Council met on November 8, 2021, with an In Person/Zoom Hybrid 
format. Pastor Rod and Pastor Zech were in attendance. Meeting was 
called to order by Vice President Dave Melby and October minutes were 

Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer
The members of the board met via ZOOM. Those present were: Becky 
Stumme, Ken Korth, Chad Kozitza, Nic Determann, & Larry and Sharen 
Rieffer. Devotions were given by Sharen reading from Christ in Our 
Home, “Joyful Giving”, based on Deuteronomy 15:10.

We discussed last month’s (October) emphasis, Lutheran Disaster Relief. 
This fund was to help with the victims of the earthquake in Haiti and 
hurricane Ida in the United States. We are pleased that through mission 
offerings and a special noisy offering on October 31 that we received 
$614.29 for this cause.
Our funds for our missionary, Karen Anderson, are still short of the 
$5,000 needed. In an effort to obtain our desired goal, we decided that 
the next two months’ mission will be for Karen Anderson. A motion was 
made by Ken and seconded by Becky to this effect. We are certain that 
with the generous hearts of our congregational members we will reach 
and exceed our goal—anything over $5,000 will be carried over for next 
year’s commitment.

The Church Council has approved our suggestion that the freewill 
offering for the Thanksgiving meal will go to our local food bank and to 
our Missionary Karen (50/50).

The board also decided that we will once again offer the “Good Gifts” 
tree. This is yet another way to give during the holidays which helps 
people throughout the world. Look for at least one tree with ornaments 
with different items available at different costs. This has become a 
tradition for many families.
A delivery of items was made to the Waldorf International and other 
students who are in need at Waldorf University on November 5. Director 
Megan Gabriell has made a “closet” where students can get donated 
items and by November 8 half those items were already gone. Their 
need is real! If anyone would care to contribute to this special program, 
please refer to the November Messenger article about this outreach. 
Megan continues to express deep gratitude to our Immanuel members 
for leaving their students in a much better place.

Parish Life 
Karen Keller

The Board of Parish Life met on Tuesday, November 2, 2021.

The Communion Servers list was discussed. Several of the choir 
members are willing to serve 
communion. The issue is that the choir sometimes sings during 
communion. Linda said she will let Melanie know what Sundays the 
choir plans to sing so that choir members won’t be assigned to serve on 
those Sundays. Melanie has the schedule made up through January. She 
does still need more names of people willing to serve. It was also noted 
that if someone is on the schedule and can’t serve on that Sunday, they 
should change with someone else on the list.

It was mentioned that Christmas services will be at 3:00 and 5:15 on 
Christmas Eve. There will be no service on Christmas Day. Ushers are 
needed for both services.

The budget was discussed. Kathy Leuwerke went through the budget 
for 2021 and year to date what has actually been received and paid out. 
After discussion a few changes were suggested. Kathy will submit the 
budget to Kim.

Board of Ed
Tasha Banta

The Board of Education met on Tuesday, November 9 @ 4:30pm via 
Zoom. Meeting began with devotions and prayer.

Budget was finalized for 2021. Budget was agreed upon and will be 
given to Financial.

The children’s Christmas program was discussed. Members volunteered 
to help with costumes, behind the scenes needs and pie/ice cream help. 
We will hold a practice night Wednesday, December 8th from 5-6pm.

Christmas gifts for teachers were discussed and decided upon. 
Christmas party ideas for classrooms were discussed. BOE will provide 
crafts for teachers who want them, and option remains open for 
teachers to provide their own snacks/crafts/games.
Next meeting will be December 14th at 4:30pm.

approved.
Pastor Rod reported on the financial situation and the need to educate 
the congregation on the need for giving.
The Middle School ministry and the High School group has been growing. 
Ann is presently in Nebraska to be with family following the passing of 
her grandmother.
The Nouwen series has had a good start with a small but interested 
group. The author helps us see each other as divine beings with love for 
each other.
Pastor Zech reported that the Confirmation Service went well, and he 
has enjoyed working with the students and adults involved. He has been 
doing home visits as well as Good Samaritan and Forest Plaza. He is still 
working with the Hybrid format in Youth Ministry. He continues to clean 
up the website and adjust the sound on both Wednesdays and Sundays.
Financial Report was given and is published in the Messenger.
Discussion was held on resuming the Passing of the Offering Plates with 
a motion being made and approved to resume passing the plates.
Council nominations for 2022 were brought forward. Members were 
asked to contact their possible nominees within the following week and 
report to the council at large.

Council reviewed the updates to the Constitution and noted clarifications 
that need to be addressed. It was suggested that we have forums prior 
to the Annual Meeting to answer any questions that may arise.

The Children’s Education Director position is needing to be filled by the 
end of the Spring session.

Waldorf Artist Series has asked for assistance in promoting their series 
by offering to share half of the ticket prices with organizations that will 
promote the performances.

Board reports were presented. Meeting was adjourned
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TTrreeaassuurreerr''ss  RReeppoorrtt
IImmmmaannuueell  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh

FFYY  OOccttoobbeerr  22002211
OOccttoobbeerr MMoonntthhllyy YYeeaarr--ttoo--ddaattee AAnnnnuuaall PPeerrcceenntt  ooff OOccttoobbeerr YYTTDD

AAccttuuaall  22002211 BBuuddggeett AAccttuuaall BBuuddggeett YYTTDD  BBuuddggeett   AAccttuuaall  22002200   AAccttuuaall  22002200
IInnccoommee 8833..3333%%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 30,332.17 40,990.75 351,636.71 491,889.00 71.49% 44,514.09 346,481.15
Other Income 10,013.06 9,014.00 88,718.77 108,168.00 82.02% 8,341.59 49,704.78

TToottaall  IInnccoommee 4400,,334455..2233 5500,,000044..7755 444400,,335555..4488 660000,,005577..0000 7733..3399%% 5522,,885555..6688 339966,,118855..9933

EExxppeennssee   
Staff Support 31,283.44 32,830.33 323,493.85 393,964.00 82.11% 33,660.41 310,436.17
Administration 11,689.57 10,016.92 86,666.99 120,203.00 72.10% 14,457.10 94,541.23
Ministry Areas 6,457.75 7,157.50 78,878.57 85,890.00 91.84% 4,007.28 56,894.93
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00
      

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess 4499,,443300..7766 5500,,000044..7755 448899,,003399..4411 660000,,005577..0000 8811..5500%% 5522,,112244..7799 446611,,887722..3333

IInnccoommee  LLeessss  EExxppeennssee (($$99,,008855..5533)) $$00..0000 (($$4488,,668833..9933)) 00..0000 $$773300..8899 (($$6655,,668866..4400))
 

Sunday, Dec. 5, 10:15am – Tree decorating fun!
Join in the fun of decorating the sanctuary 
Christmas tree.
Grab some refreshments in the Fellowship Hall after
Worship and gather upstairs for decorating.

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY November 2021

MercyOne North Iowa 
Hospice’s TREE OF LIFE

The Tree of Life event again this year will be a VIRTUAL LOCATION: 
wherever you are! Tuesday, Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m.

The event link will be available at: Facebook.com/
MercyOneNorthIowaHospice; Tree of Life Facebook event; MercyOne.

org/northiowa/tree-of-life

Remember your loved ones or honor those living at the event. 
The lights on the Tree serve as a beautiful symbol of The love and 

memories we cherish.

This year’s event includes a video featuring the tree lighting plus, 
each location will have a special video with the requested names. 
Requested names must be received by Wednesday, Dec. 8. Mail 

your name(s), location, And your special gift to: MercyOne North Iowa 
Hospice, 232 2nd St SE, Mason City, IA 50401

An Interlinked ChristmasAn Interlinked Christmas
 Last Christmas was one of the most bizarre and yet unique of my life. It’s the first time that I can remember I didn’t 

physically go to the church and spend most of the day there. That was a strange feeling. Yet through the strangeness of it 
all, it was one of the most special Christmases that I can remember for how interlinked we were. So many people coming 
together to lead music, provide prelude music, join in a choir, light candles, say Merry Christmas, and worship together. 
We came together whereever we were at to welcome in the Savior of the World, Jesus. It may have been a more silent 
night than usual, but we were connected and there were plenty of shouts of Glory to God in the Highest. I will never 
forget that Christmas.

 This year will be a little different, but the themes remain the same, we will be interlinked together around shouts of Glory 
to God in the Highest and praising the one who came into the world to interlink the world as never before. 

   So why am I bringing all of this up? Opportunities this Advent/Christmas season! First, there will be an Advent Calendar of Facebook 
and YouTube. This will involve something different every day for 28 days. Worship, Candle lighting, activity, staff story, devotion, Promiseland 
kids, behind the scenes, and maybe more leading up to Christmas Eve. This will be a way for many to be involved in this season of anticipation. 
Second, Christmas Eve worship. This Christmas we are interlinked, some will be in the pew, some will be at home, some will be on the radio, 
some may join far away from Forest City, some may join in later in the week, but no matter what we will be interlinked. That’s why this year 
we are again inviting you to share videos. Even if you’re planning on attending in the pews, send in a video of you saying Merry Christmas or 
holding a candle for Silent Night. Send in a photo of your Nativity Scene or Christmas Tree, to be included in the Advent Calendar. There are a 
lot of opportunities this season, and I hope you consider them, as we experience being interlinked together in Christ. 

 Be creative this season, shout out and proclaim Glory to God in the Highest Heaven, call someone you haven’t in a while, send a card 
of gratitude, give to something you’re passionate about. The sky, as always, is the limit, but we are indeed interlinked. 

 I pray you have a blessed Christmas season, and I look forward to joining with you praising God, as always, interlinked in Christ. See 
you in worship in one way or another!

 Pastor Zech Anderson
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Henri Nouwen Book Study Series
The second Nouwen book study, The Return of the Prodigal Son: 
A Story of Homecoming, will be in January with Kathy McEnelly 
leading this book. Plenty of time to get the book ordered online 
and read. Dates for the study will be announced as the time 
gets closer.



Assisting Ministers
Dec. 5.............................................................Kathy McEnelly
Dec. 12.............................................................Cynthia Ryder
Dec. 19.................................................................Olivia Banta
Dec. 24...............................................Ann Hunhoff (3 & 5:15)
Dec. 26...........................................................Kathy McEnelly

Scripture Readers
Dec. 5..............................................................Scott Bertelsen
Dec. 12..........................................................Connie Johnson
Dec. 19.................................................................Joan Beebe
Dec. 24........................................................Mary Kingland (3) 
..................................................................Joy Newcom (5:15)
Dec. 26............................................................John Chisholm

Altar Care
Dec. 5.....................................................................Marla Betz
Dec. 12....................................................................Sara Uetz
Dec. 19...................................................................Mary Lund
Dec. 24............................................................Kathy Lewerke
Dec. 26...............................................................Jean Yeager

Communion Servers
Dec. 5    Andy Buffington, Ken & Cindy Korth
Dec. 19    Liz Wilson, Joy Newcom, Carolyn Korth

Sound/Video Techs
Sunday  Bruce Mielke, Dave Midtgaard     
Wednesday  Andy Buffington, Nic Determann 

Offering Counters
Joyce Goranson, Sandy Lillquist, Jan Buffington, Marj 
Anderson, Ellen Olson
Laundry
Mary Schaefer

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Jim Lund, Tina Berg
Sunday Coffee Fellowship
MS/HS Youth

Volunteer 
December 2021

OUT OF DARKNESS - 
CHRISTMAS WITH WALDORF

Two performances: 
Sat., Dec. 4, 7pm and Sun., Dec. 5, 2pm.

2021 Christmas program with Jazz Ensemble, Choir, 
Wind Symphony, Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble & 

Singers, and Immanuel Bell choir.
Tickets available on Boman Fine Arts Center website.

Advance-$15, at the door-$20, Children-$10.
Waldorf Christmas Open House - Sunday Dec 5, 12:30-2, 

Boman Center

Prayers
Family and friends in the loss of Kathryn Olson of Garner 
(formerly Forest City)

Family and friends in the loss of Rev. John Strand of Bainbridge 
Island, WA

Ann Hunhoff and family in the loss of her grandma, Catherine 
Hunhoff of Utica, SD

Carolyn Thompson, Nicole & Israel Ochoa, Ethan, Marv 
Hickman, family and friends, in the loss of husband/father/
grandpa/father-in-law, Stanley Thompson of Forest City

Marv Hickman, Carolyn Thompson, Nicole Ochoa, Halle 
Hickman, family and friends, in the loss of wife/daughter/
sister/grandma, Nancy Hickman of Forest City

Mary & Marv Kingland, family and friends, in the loss of brother, 
Mark Trees of East Gull Lake, MN (formerly Forest City)

Bernie & Karen Kofron, family and friends, in the loss of sister, 
Marge Oborny of Garner

Jennifer & Michael Christ, Morgan & Michael, and family in the 
loss of Jennifer’s dad, John Landheer of Buffalo Center
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SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE
Previously, we have talked about WELCA serving funerals 
and making quilts for Do Day. This time we would like to 
talk about WELCA serving Sunday morning coffee. Two 
objectives fulfilled by serving coffee are to make available 
a time of fellowship, which is so valuable for Christians 
and to raise money for various groups for projects and 
missions. Groups who have served coffee are: General 
WELCA, Kitchen, Library, Youth, and Do Day. You can tell 
from their titles what their missions are and why they 
would need to raise funds.

Recently, the church needed to purchase a new 
refrigerator. Thanks to general WELCA, the funeral serving 
group, and the kitchen group, we were able to help make 
this purchase possible. Those of you who have brought 
goodies, served coffee, and contributed by enjoying coffee, 
cookies, fellowship and putting cash into the basket, have 
all contributed to help these groups raise money for their 
causes. Please be willing, when called, to help us with 
Sunday morning coffee.

The youth have volunteered to serve Nov and Dec. Please 
give generously!! We want to encourage men to help with 
Sunday morning coffee too!! We could sure use your help 
and you would enjoy it and be a servant too!

Barb Braun, Karen Gustafson, Mary Rodberg

Blessings & Prayers



Thanks to the Waldorf 
University Pillars 

Program students who 
helped serve Nov 17.  

December Menu:
Dec. 1              Soft-shell tacos, lettuce salad, cheesecake
Dec. 8              Chili / vegetable beef soup, bread, cake
Dec. 15            Hot dogs, macaroni & cheese, ice cream
Dec. 22            NO MEAL
Dec. 29            NO MEAL

Wednesday
Meals

Community meal served 4-6pm in the fellowship 
hall. Eat in with others or stop by for takeout. In 
need of delivery? Sign up available by calling 
the office (585-3152) or thru signup link at 
Immanuelfamily.com.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you 
and your families!
Dawn Craig Hospitality Specialist

Worship on the Radio
Immanuel’s worship is played over KIOW 107.3FM air 

waves and on the web each Sunday morning at 11:00am.

Thank you for our faithful listeners and broadcast 
sponsors! Some sponsorships are given year after year 
during special dates for remembering someone, some 
sponsorships are a one timer. Cost is $100.) If you are 
interested in getting signed up for a Sunday broadcast, 

check out these open dates: 

      Dec. 12, 26         Feb. 6, 13 Mar. 13, 20, 27

Call or email the office to reserve a date (585-3152, 
jaci@immanuelfamily.com).

Good Grief Group
NEW DAY and NEW TIME for those gathering for grief 
support.

2nd & 4th Sundays @ 1:00 p.m., Shalom Room (Dec. 12)

Anyone is welcome to this informal grief-sharing gathering 
for encouragement, information, sharing, or listening.
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 Template © calendarlabs.com 

December 2021 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
44--66ppmm- Meal 
55::3300ppmm- MS Youth Group/ 
Whirl Wed. 
66::3300ppmm--  Worship, communion 
77::3300ppmm- HS Youth / Choir 

 
 

2 
99aamm——Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

 
 

3 
 
 

4 
77ppmm--  Waldorf 
Christmas Concert, 
Boman Center 
 

5 
99::1155aamm- Worship, Communion 
1100::1155aamm-- Promiseland / 
Coffee, FH / Decorate 
Sanctuary Tree 
22ppmm--  Waldorf Christmas 
concert, Boman center 

6 
22::3300ppmm – Forest 
Plaza Communion 
w/pastor 
55::3300ppmm – PEO, 
Shalom 

7 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
55::3300ppmm- Bell Choir, FS 
66::3300ppmm- Parish Life  

 
 

8 
44--66ppmm- Meal 
44::4455ppmm- M&O Board  
55ppmm- Children’s Christmas 
Program Practice 
55::3300ppmm- MS Youth  
66::3300ppmm--  Worship 
77::3300ppmm- HS Youth / Choir 

 
 

9 
99aamm——Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

 

10 
 
 

11 
1111aamm--44ppmm--  Family 
gathering, FH  

12 
99::1155aamm- Worship 
1100::1155aamm-- Promiseland/Coffee, 
FH 
11ppmm--  Good Grief, Shalom 
22ppmm- Children’s Christmas 
program, followed by pie & ice 
cream. 
 

13 
55ppmm-- Trustees 
66::3300ppmm--  Council 

 
 

14 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
44::3300ppmm- Board of 
Education 
55::3300ppmm- Bell Choir  

 
 

15 
44--66ppmm- Meal 
55::3300ppmm- MS Youth Group / 
Whirl Wed. 
66::3300ppmm--  Worship, communion 
77::3300ppmm- HS Youth / Choir 

 
 

16 
99aamm -Women’s Bible Study 
1100::3300aamm-- Good Sam 
communion  
11::3300ppmm--  Sarah Circle, Lounge 
 
 

17 
Host 5th Quarter @ 
YMCA following BB 
game 

18 
 
 

19 
99::1155aamm- Worship, Communion 
1100::1155aamm-- Promiseland / 
Coffee, FH 
 

20 
22--44ppmm--  Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, 
Shalom 
JJAANNUUAARRYY  
MMEESSSSEENNGGEERR  
DDEEAADDLLIINNEE 

 
 

21 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
55::3300ppmm- Bell Choir 
 

22 
66::3300ppmm- Choir 

 
 

23 
 
 

24 
11ppmm--  Christmas Eve 
Forest Plaza Service 
33ppmm--  Christmas Eve 
Worship (2:30 music) 
55::1155ppmm--  Christmas Eve 
Worship (4:45 music) 
 

25 Christmas 

26 
99::1155aamm- Worship 
1100::1155aamm-- Cofffee, FH 
 
 

27 
CCHHUURRCCHH  CCLLOOSSEEDD 
 

28 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  

 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

31 
CCHHUURRCCHH  CCLLOOSSEEDD 
 
 

 
 
 

Blessings & Prayers
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Wednesdays 6:30pm
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TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
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Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
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      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   
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  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
    Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    
  Ann Hunhuff-Youth Ministry 
     ann@immanuelfamily.com

President: Daryl Krieger

Vice-President: Dave Melby

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Linda Ferjak 

Representatives: Nic Determann, Marcy 
Hanson, Linda Holland, Heather Johnson, 
Joyce Kasper, Melanie Westerberg, Chad 
Kozitza


