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Pictured L-to-R: Pastor Zech Anderson, Mike Oleson, Jaci Thorson, Tasha 
Banta, Dawn Craig, and Pastor Rod Hopp

(missing from photo: Kim Severson, Geno Lopes)
Joy to the World the Lord is coming!

Immanuel Staff wishes everyone a 
meaningful Advent ~ Christmas Season!

Pictured in l to r front row: Morgan Christ, Kyra Strommen, Aviana 
Holkesvik, Luke Raulie;
Back row: Pastor Rod Hopp, Cora Vogt, Carter Benson, Hayden Brown-
Johnson, Pastor Zech Anderson

CHRISTMAS EVE
1:00pm Forest Plaza Christmas Eve Service for residents
3:00pm Candlelight Service (pre-service music begins at 2:30)
5:30pm Candlelight Service (pre-service music begins at 5:00)

Radio broadcast over KIOW 107.3FM at 5:00 of pre-recorded 3:00 
service; Live online beginning at 2:30 on immanuelfamily.com or 
Facebook

CHRISTMAS DAY
9:15am Christmas Day Sunday Worship

There is no door on the stable so all are welcome here to meet 
Jesus, the one as our doorway into the heart of God.

and all through the earth every creature was stirring awaiting a birth!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Followed by Pie & Ice Cream hosted by Board of Education

Sunday, December 11, 2:30pm
All welcome to come enjoy as the children share the Christmas Story!

Blessings to Immanuel’s 2022 Confirmation Class 
confirmed during worship on Sunday, Oct. 30.

The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa December 2022

THE MESSENGER



Immanuel’s Advent theme is “The 
Door.” Doors are important yet, 
rarely do we give them much 
thought. There is the door to our 
home which at times provides 
entry into a place of privacy and 
intimacy, and at other times entry 
into community, hospitality, and 
celebration. Our school doors, 
church doors, and the doors to 
the local Y, all provide entry into 
community, learning, fellowship, 
growth, and healthy living. Doors 
keep intruders out and those inside safe, yet with freedom 
to come and go as needed. Doors are an important part of 
our coming and going.

Advent is a time when the church becomes intentional 
about discerning the coming and going of God, because 
we know in our hearts what Psalm 121 teaches, that God 
“watches over our going out and our coming in from this 
time forth and forevermore.” Our comings and goings 
depend on the coming and going of God. In John 10, 9-10 
Jesus says, I am the door. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Advent leads to Christmas, that moment when God came 
to live among us in flesh. Advent also helps us anticipate 
the second and glorious coming of Jesus. But Advent is not 
only about the big moments of God’s coming and going, 
but the day-to-day moments; moments here and now when 
God shows up to transform our lives, to give us hope in 
despair, joy in sorrow, peace in the storm, and love that 
heals the hurts of life. Jesus is the door, the access point, 
the way to God, to all, every day. 

In scripture, the door typically represents a place 
of encounter between God and humanity where 
transformation begins for all willing to open the door. 
Revelation 3:20 we read, “Listen! I am standing at the door, 
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 21To the 
one who conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, 
just as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on 
his throne.” These words of promise however, come on the 
heals of a word of judgement. 

Chapters two and three of Revelation contain words of 
judgement, encouragement, and invitation to the seven 
churches in Asia. These words are meant to turn the 
churches from there erroneous ways to the ways of Jesus, 
and true life. That is my hope for you and our congregation 
this Advent. I hope we meet Jesus at the door; to hear 
his words of judgement, encouragement, and invitation, 
that our lives will continuously be transformed from self-

The DoorThe Door
Letter from Pastor Rod

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch 
for the morning, yes, more than those who watch for the 
morning. Psalm 130:5

Waiting is hard. We wait for our next birthday; we wait for 
summer to come; we wait for grandpa and grandma to 
come; we wait for healing; we wait for this, for that, and the 
next thing. Waiting is hard. 

It is also hard to wait for Christmas. We see them under the 
tree and we want to unwrap them NOW! But we have to 
wait! 

The psalmist says that she too waits. She waits for the 
Lord. Evidently there is something the Psalmist wants the 
Lord to do. While she waits though, she hopes in the Lord, 
more than those who watch for the morning. 

Those who watch for the morning is a reference to military 
watchmen who are required to stay up all night and be on 
watch for the enemy. If they fall asleep while on guard, they 
will be in severe trouble from their commanders. If they 
fall asleep and the enemy comes their entire troop might 
fall. How boring must it be to stay awake all night waiting 
for something that will probably never come? A watchman 
knows how hard it is to wait.

While you wait, you too can hope in the Lord. When we 
wait for something, we can use that time to focus on God 
and on God’s word. We can read our Bible; we can say 
our prayers; we can learn and grow in the ways of God. By 
focusing on God in our waiting, it makes our waiting easier, 
and it makes the best use of our time. Happy waiting!

Crossed in Christ,

Pastor Rod
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Waiting and Waiting

centered to God-centered.

Often we fear judgement, and for good reason. We 
experience it from ourselves, from others, and even from 
God in the sense that our worst is exposed, we are called 
out, and ultimately made to pay for our short comings. But 
that is the world’s judgement, not God’s. God’s judgment 
is redemptive and is where transformation begins. God’s 
judgement lovingly tells us the truth about ourselves, so that 
our lives become more reflective of God’s life and God’s 
behavior to bring glory to God. God’s judgement is good, 
transforming, and life-giving, not something to be feared.

Judgement, encouragement, and invitation! These are the 
actions of God that change lives as we encounter Jesus at 
the door. May you meet Jesus this Advent and Christmas 
season as you come through the red doors at Immanuel.

God’s Peace,

Pastor Rod



Hello Immanuel Family!
My name is Elizabeth Carr 
and I am very excited to be 
serving as your intern for the 
next year. I am so looking 
forward to getting to know 
everyone and learning as 
much as I can from you all 
as we do ministry together. 
Growing up my father was 
a Chapel Administrator in 
the United States Air Force. 
Both my sister and I were 
born in the United Kingdom 
and our childhood involved a 
lot of moving around. Being 
raised in and around the 
church as I was, I felt a call 
to ministry from a young age 
but doubted my ability to 

fulfill that call and went my own way instead. It wasn’t until my 
sons Eric (26) and Corbin (21) were older that the persistence 
of the Holy Spirit brought me around to answering God’s 
call and beginning this seminary journey. I am a student at 
Wartburg Theological Seminary and have enjoyed my classes 
there as well as the strong sense of community we have built 
together, even though we are scattered around the country and 
sometimes even the world. I have lived the past 18 years in the 
St. Louis area, where my parents both grew up. I love spending 
time with my family and friends, I enjoy various hobbies 
including cooking, baking, reading, gaming, and crafting, and 
I like animals of all kinds, but especially birds, and hope to 
someday welcome a parrot or two into my family.
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Tasha Banta

As we enter this Advent season, our 
theme here at Immanuel is “The Door”. 
Many people have come to me and said 
they thought I was leaving my position 
as Children’s Education Director and my 
response has been, “Well, it seems God 
has not closed that door in my life.” I had 

tried to close that door myself, not because I don’t enjoy the 
position or the work, but because there are other things I want 
to pursue. I have wondered why God kept the door open for 
me, and I know that in His time, He will open it for someone 
great, allowing them to walk through it and lead me out into 
new places. 

The Advent doors you will see around our church share the 
words Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. In my time as Children’s 
Education Director, I have experienced all of these things. I 
have been blessed to be able to share the Love of Jesus with 
the children of our church. I have found Joy in their curiosity 
and excitement in learning about Him and praising His name. I 
have Hoped that all that we do makes a difference and fosters 
growth in each child’s faith. And I find Peace in knowing that 
God will guide me down the path He has laid out for me and 
the Promiseland program! 

I pray that each child that attends Promiseland, each child that 
walks through the doors of our church, has found Love, Joy, 
Hope and Peace within these walls. Through the community, 
meals, worship, music and programming we have built and 
continue to build here, in Jesus name! 

As my time as Children’s Education Director comes to a close, 
God has opened the door for someone very special to take my 
place. I am excited for the opportunity to serve our church in 
other areas, and to continue to be a part of the children’s faith 
life. The gratitude I feel for all of those who have served the 
Promiseland program is hard to put into words. You are all so 
important in keeping the education program running, giving the 
kids a safe and inviting place to spend their Sunday morning 
and Wednesday evenings, encouraging me on good days and 
on hard days and supporting nearly 100 children in growing in 
their relationship with Jesus. Thank you for all you do…every 
one of you who has had a hand in this program! 

Our Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 11 at 
2:30pm with Pie and Ice Cream to follow. We look forward to 
hearing the Good News of Jesus’ birth through the lips of the 
children. All are welcome to hear this story of Christmas - of 
the Love, Joy, Hope and Peace brought to the world through 
the birth of our Savior! 

Blessings of Love, Joy, Hope and Peace this Advent season 
and beyond! 

Promiseland Families,

Promiseland

This little guy turns 60 on Dec. 11.
Come have some birthday cake and

goodies following worship to help
him celebrate!



Trustees
Bink Keller
The Board of Trustees met on Nov. 14 at the church. Income 
was $45,314.33 and expenses were $47,806.90 for a negative 
($2,492.57) for the month of October. YTD is a negative 
($37,708.96) compared to a negative ($48,683.93) for 2021.
Endowment: Board approval to move unallocated 2022 funds 
to go towards Mission, Education and Intern needs to be used to 
the end of the year.
Property Committee: Mike Oleson will be on medical leave for 
4 to 6 weeks. In his absence, Dan Olson will do snow removal, 
Eric Kruger will be on call for electrical, Tim Nelson will be on call 
for furnace issues. Dawn will take on up to 10 hours of additional 
cleaning in the sanctuary and church.
Personnel Committee: Working on time off policies and wording.
New Business: Elizabeth Carr will start as Intern Pastor 
December 1, 2022. Bethany Lutheran will cover $2,500 of her 
expense. Elizabeth Bohl has applied for Promiseland Education 
position to replace Tasha Banta who has had that position for 7 
years.
Old Business: A) Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly 
vitality group update: Vitality group  met October 25 for 2 hours, 
went well.

Mission & Outreach
Becky Stumme
The Mission & Outreach Board met via Zoom on Wednesday, November 
9, at 4:45 p.m. Three members were present. Opening devotions 
were given by Ruth Melby. The devotion she chose was an 
excerpt from “How to Rest in the Lord When Your World is Upside 
Down”.
The total amount collected for the October mission emphasis, 
World Hunger, came to $1,051.00. 
$865.81 is still needed to fulfill our 2022 covenant commitment 
to Missionary Karen Anderson. A noisy offering will be held 
on Wednesday, December 7, and Sunday, December 11. The 
No Bake, Bake Sale has begun, and $75.00 and some cookie 
recipes have been received. Information about this fundraiser is 
included in the bulletin each week and has been added to the 
church’s Facebook page. 
Jaci has made two deliveries of donated items to Megan Gabriell 
for the Waldorf international students.
The Board recommended to Council to divide the freewill offering 
from the Thanksgiving meal equally between Missionary Karen 
Anderson and Wednesday night meals.
The Mission & Outreach Board will host the coffee hour on 
December 11. 
The Board decided to take a year off from setting up the trees for 
the ELCA Good Gifts ornaments. 
The Board plans to look at ways to increase our communication 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Magallanes.

B) Geno as worship and music leader for both church services 
going well.
C) Teams have been put together for Connections Through Food 
grant. Still need 2 to spearhead.

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak

Council met on November 14, 2022 with an In Person/Zoom 
hybrid format. Ten members and both pastors were present. 
Meeting was called to order by President Daryl Krieger and 
October minutes were approved.
Board reports and Pastors reports were presented and approved. 
A Motion from Missions and Outreach to provide funds for 
Thanksgiving meal was approved.
Council was updated on the council recruitment.
Funding for Elizabeth Carr, the Intern was discussed and 
approved. 
Board of Trustees brought a motion to hire a candidate for the 
Director of Children’s Education Position. Motion carried.
Business Financials were presented and can be found elsewhere 
in the Messenger.
Council continued their reengagement training with Nathan Swensen.

Parish Life 
Karen Keller
The Board of Parish Life met Thursday, November 11, 2022, at 
6:30 p.m.
The Board meeting was spent discussing budget items for 2023.

Board of Ed
Tasha Banta
Board of Ed met Tuesday, November 8 at 4:30pm. 7 members 
were in attendance. 
Christmas gifts have been put together by Emily Beenken, 
awaiting ornaments made by Mindy. 
Christmas program details: Practice Saturday, December 10 @ 
9:30 am. Tammy and Emily will assist with costumes. Program 
Sunday, Dec 11 @ 2:30pm. Pie and ice cream to follow. We will 
put out signup online after Thanksgiving for 22 pies. 3 gallons ice 
cream, as well. 
Deb will decorate Sunday morning. Tasha to get plates, bowls, 
utensils. Need to find sound tech and ushers - Tasha will 
coordinate this effort. 
Wednesday night programming/schedule was discussed. 
Teachers feel it is going well and also acknowledge first 
Wednesday is very rushed and chaotic. We will not sing in 
worship December first. Kids need to practice music for program. 
Next meeting will be December 6 prior to Christmas program. 
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TTrreeaassuurreerr''ss  RReeppoorrtt
IImmmmaannuueell  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh

FFYY  OOccttoobbeerr  22002222
OOccttoobbeerr MMoonntthhllyy YYeeaarr--ttoo--ddaattee AAnnnnuuaall PPeerrcceenntt  ooff OOccttoobbeerr YYTTDD

AAccttuuaall  22002222 BBuuddggeett AAccttuuaall BBuuddggeett YYTTDD  BBuuddggeett   AAccttuuaall  22002211   AAccttuuaall  22002211
IInnccoommee 8833..3333%%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 36,823.36 40,712.50 358,613.95 488,550.00 73.40% 30,332.17 351,636.71
Other Income 8,490.97 10,490.50 92,990.66 125,886.00 73.87% 10,013.06 88,718.77

TToottaall  IInnccoommee 4455,,331144..3333 5511,,220033..0000 445511,,660044..6611 661144,,443366..0000 7733..5500%% 4400,,334455..2233 444400,,335555..4488

EExxppeennssee   
Staff Support 30,569.17 32,867.58 323,787.34 394,411.00 82.09% 31,283.44 323,493.85
Administration 9,193.12 11,152.67 102,982.91 133,832.00 76.95% 11,689.57 86,666.99  
Ministry Areas 8,044.61 7,182.75 72,543.32 86,193.00 84.16% 6,457.75 78,878.57  
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 -10,000.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00
      

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess 4477,,880066..9900 5511,,220033..0000 448899,,331133..5577 661144,,443366..0000 7799..6644%% 4499,,443300..7766 448899,,003399..4411

IInnccoommee  LLeessss  EExxppeennssee (($$22,,449922..5577)) $$00..0000 (($$3377,,770088..9966)) 00..0000 (($$99,,008855..5533)) (($$4488,,668833..9933))
 

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY November 2022

T-Minus 25 and CountingT-Minus 25 and Counting
	 	It	sounds	like	we’re	about	to	lift	off	
and	blast	into	space,	but	I	have	a	different	
countdown in mind. Do you remember 
those Advent calendars with chocolates 
in them? I do. My aunt would send us 
one every year. And let’s just say there 

was usually a wrestling match between the three boys 
to get the chocolate every night. Ok maybe it was more 
organized than that, I know my mom divided the days up 
and each of us got a turn. But each day was something to 
look	forward	to	at	supper	time,	another	door	open	and	only	
so	many	more	to	go	until	Christmas.	I	also	remember	an	
Advent calendar that told the Christmas story over 25 days, 
and each day as a book that could also be an ornament that 
could	be	hung	on	the	tree.	We	still	do	that	here	in	Forest	
City. But each day was one day closer to Christmas how 
couldn’t you get excited.

 So why even bring this up? Well, Immanuel is 
having another video Advent calendar this year. The best 
part is, it’s not a 25 day calendar, instead it’s a 29 day 
calendar.	Each	day	will	have	a	different	video	to	help	you	
count	down	the	day	until	Christmas.	There	will	be	an	advent	

lighting	video,	season	of	giving	activity,	journey	to	Bethlehem	
Bible	story,	Promiseland	youth,	a	devotion	associated	with	
the	Immanuel	Oasis	podcast,	a	gradual	setting	up	of	your	
nativities,	and	a	Christmas	carol	to	sing	to.	So	I	want	to	invite	
you to count down the days, on the Immanuel Facebook 
page or the Immanuel YouTube page. I hope this is a blessing 
to you and gives you a few minutes each day to reconnect 
with	God,	and	instead	of	filling	up	on	chocolate,	fill	up	on	the	
good news of the coming new born king!

 I love this season and get excited each year, and yes 
I	am	one	of	those	that’s	ready	to	go	after	Halloween,	but	
there’s	something	special	about	the	final	countdown	to	the	
new born king, Jesus. I’m so excited you can’t wipe a smile 
off	my	face	right	now.	T-minus	25	and	counting	to	the	light	
breaking into the world. Won’t you count it down with me? 
25,24,23,22,21,20…..

 I pray you have a blessed Christmas season, and I 
look forward to joining with you praising the newborn king, 
as always interlinked in Christ. See you in worship in one way 
or another!

 Pastor Zech Anderson

Call for Pie 
bakers 

Board of Education is hosting a Pie 
& Ice Cream Social following the 

Promiseland Christmas Program on 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 2:30pm.

Sign up thru the ‘signup button’ on immanuelfamily.com. to provide 
pies or to donate ice cream. Or by calling the church office (585-

3152). Pies should be dropped off in the kitchen on Saturday, Dec. 
or by noon on Sunday, Dec. 11.

Thank you! All welcome to come join us on the 11th!

Worship on the Radio
Sunday morning worship over KIOW 107.3 FM airs 

at 11am. We have many open dates in the next four 
months. Consider sponsoring a broadcast for $100 of this 

important radio ministry.
            Available dates:           
   Dec. 11  Jan. 8 
   Feb. 5, 12  Mar. 12, 19, 26
   Apr. 16           
Call	or	email	the	office	to	reserve	a	date	(585-3152,	

jaci@immanuelfamily.com).
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Assisting Ministers
Dec. 4...........................................................................................Ken Korth
Dec. 11......................................................................................Patti Strukel
Dec. 18...................................................................................Cynthia Ryder
Dec. 24............................................................................Patti Strukel (3pm) 
..............................................................................Kathy McEnelly (5:30pm)
Dec. 25 ................................................................................Kathy McEnelly

Scripture Readers
Dec. 4....................................................................................John Chisholm
Dec. 11......................................................................................Sam Hernes
Dec. 18......................................................................................Joan Beebe 
Dec. 24.....................................................................Steve Olmstead (3pm) 
............................................................................. Scott Bertelsen (5:30pm)
Dec. 25 ..............................................................................David Readinger

Song Leaders
Dec. 4...........................................................Scott Bertelsen, Kathy Jerome
Dec. 11.........................................................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Dec. 18................................................................Steve & Audrey Olmstead 
Dec. 24................................................................................................(3pm) 
.......................................................................................................(5:30pm)
Dec. 25 ...............................................................Pastor Zech, Renae Hopp

Volunteer December 2022
Altar Care
Dec. 4..........................................................................................Mary Lund
Dec. 11......................................................................................Jean Yeager
Dec. 18.............................................................................Jeanette Neuman
Dec. 25 ...............................................................................Kathy Leuwerke
Sound/Video Techs
Sunday    Dave Midtgaard, Bruce Mielke
Wednesday   Andy Buffington, Nic Determann 

Communion Servers
Dec. 4..........................................Laura Winter, Steve & Nancy Westerberg

Ushers
Jim Lund, Gary McCarthy, Tina Berg
Dec. 24 3pm Ryan, Tori, Rylee & Nevaeh Eastvold, Joe & Grant  
  Strukel
 5:30pm USHERS NEEDED ~ CALL THE CHURCH TO 
  VOLUNTEER
Offering Counters
Marj Anderson, Ellen Olson, Joyce Goranson, Sandy Lillquist, Jan 
Buffington 

Page 6         THE MESSENGER           DECEMBER 2022

  

  
 
 

  
  

  
  

CChhrriissttmmaass  DDVVDDss  
The Library’s DVD collection include many Christmas stories.  Here are a 
few suggestions for your December viewing pleasure: 
 

The Christmas Candle 
 Legend has it every 25 years an angel touches a 
single candle, and whomever lights this candle  
receives a miracle on Christmas Eve. But in 1890, at 
the dawn of the electric age, this centuries old legend 
may come to an end when a progressive young 
minister arrives. Now, the fiery candlemaker must fight 
to preserve the legacy of the Christmas Candle. From 
bestselling author, Max Lucado. 

 

November Christmas 
This holiday story tells how neighbors come to help a 
family trying to cope with their young daughter s illness. 
The story is narrated by the healthy adult daughter who 
shares her story with a group of children through a 
children s book she has written and illustrated. The 
father s (John Corbett) unwavering love toward his sick 
little girl propels him to come up with a plan to move 
the clock: pushing up all the holidays. His unlikely ally 
is his neighbor, a quiet but perceptive farmer (Sam 

Elliott) who figures out the plan. The two co-conspirators find they have 
something in common and join forces to bring the little girl and her brother 
Halloween in August, and Christmas in November, with the farmer 
enlisting friends in town to join the cause, and by doing so, mending his 
own old bridges of friendship. 
 

The Nativity Story 
This is a great historical account of the Nativity story. 
The only problem I have with it is the inaccuracy of one 
event that takes place just after the birth of Christ. It is 
where the wise men show up with the presents for 
Jesus. The truth is this does not happen until Jesus is a 
toddler according to the account of Luke. Other than 
that, everything else is totally accurate and is straight 
on and at the same time inspiring enough in truth that this 

should be recommended for everyone to watch around Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PPrroommiisseellaanndd  SSttuuddeennttss      
The Library continues to meet with the Promiseland students to give 
them time to browse the library and play some Bible games.     Second 
through Fifth graders were able to use their Bibles to search for the 
answers to Jeopardy questions.   

 
Pictured is the winning 
team from the 4th and 
5th grade group.  Left 
to right are Harlow 
Frederick, Ellie 
Holland, Nevaeh 

Eastvold, Jordan Kingland, Ryder Herka, Evie Wooge. 

AAddvveenntt  DDeevvoottiioonnaallss  
 

Christmas Readings to Recapture the 
Wonder of the Season 

Holiday stories, poems, essays, and Scripture selections 
related to Christmas and the holiday season gathered to 
show the wonder of the Advent Season and the birth of 
Jesus. 
 
 

Seven Stories of Christmas Love 
By Leo Buscaglia, PhD 

Through true personal stories retelling Christmas 
memories, New York Times bestselling author, professor, 
and PBS motivational speaker Leo Buscaglia demonstrates 
in Seven Stories of Christmas Love that the values of 
caring and love are essential far past Christmas day. 
 

 

One Silent Night: Women’s Stories of Christmas 
By Janice Chaffee 

Inviting readers to revisit the true meaning of Christmas 
through remembrances, Janice retells powerful stories 
from women about their most heartfelt Christmas 
memories: including a grandmother who helps her 
grandchild understand the spirit of the season; how a 
woman who grew up not knowing the nativity “characters” 
discovered Jesus; and the joy discovered one Christmas 
when a family’s tree consisted of potted plants pushed 
together. 

Sometimes revealing, oftentimes funny, always heartwarming, these 
glimpses into Christmases past celebrate Jesus’ birth and the love He 
offers us today. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 7



December Menu:
Dec. 7              Maidrites, baked beans, chips, Jello
Dec. 14            Pork chops, green beans, mashed potatoes, fruit
Dec. 21            Tacos, lettuce salad, corn, strawberry fluff
Dec. 28            NO MEAL

Wednesday
Meals

BaptismsBaptisms
Nov. 20     

Izabella	Rose	Little,	daughter	of	Clayton	&	Lani	(Schultz)	Little	
Axle	John	Lindsay,	son	of	Alexa	Ackerman	&	Max	Lindsay																								
Ashton	Michael	 Jordahl,	son	of	Austin	&	Whitney	 (Ackerman)	
Jordahl

Arthur	 Harris	 Jordahl,	 son	 of	 Austin	 &	 Whitney	 (Ackerman) 
Jordahl
Nov. 27       
Jaelynn	Julie	Welp,	daughter	of	Matthew	&	Kelli	(Olson)	Welp

PrayersPrayers
Carolyn	&	Bob	Sunde	and	family	in	the	loss	of	Carolyn’s	sister,	
Linda Kollasch-Arnold of Garner

Nancy	&	Steve	Westerberg	&	 family,	 Lloyd	&	 Jill	 Buckman,	 in	
the loss of Nancy’s brother/Lloyd’s father-n-law, Jay Knudtson 
of Leland

Nancy	 &	 Jim	 Bowman	 and	 family,	 Michael	 &	 Jennifer	 Christ	
&	 family,	 in	 the	 loss	 of	 Nancy’s	 father/Michael’s	 grandfather,	
Michael Christ of Lakota

FREE Community Meal offered every 
Wednesday serving 4-6pm in the Fellowship 
Hall; take outs available. Come eat and enjoy a 
meal with others.
Thank you to everyone for all your support 
in 2022. I’m looking forward to a great 2023.                          
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to ALL!
       Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist

Blessings & Prayers
Template © calendarlabs.com  

 

DECEMBER 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 30 1 
9am -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

 

2 3 

4 
9:15am- Worship, 
Communion 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

 

5 
6-8pm- PEO Christmas 
Party, Shalom 
2:30pm – Forest Plaza 
Communion w/pastor 

 

6 
11ppmm--  LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 
3:30pm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Zoom 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

7 
4-6pm- Meal, FH 
5:30pm- Whirl Wed./ MS 
Youth 
6pm- Worship, 
communion, NOISY 
OFFERING FOR 
MISSIONARY KAREN 
6:45pm- Choir 
7:30pm - HS Youth 

8 
9am -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Shalom 
6:30pm- Parish Life 
board, Lounge 

9 10 
9:30am- Promiseland 
Christmas Program 
practice 
10-5pm- Holtan 
gathering, FH 
6pm- HS Christmas Party 

11 
9:15am- Worship, 
Communion, NOISY 
OFFERING FOR KAREN 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
2:30pm- Promiseland 
Christmas Program & 
Pie & Ice Cream 

12 
5pm- Trustees, Shalom 
6:30pm- Council, Shalom 

 

13 
3:30pm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Zoom 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

 

14 
4-6pm- Meal, FH 
4:45pm- M&O Board, 
Zoom 
5:30pm- Whirl Wed./ MS 
Youth 
6pm- Worship 
6:45pm- Choir 
7:30pm - HS Youth 

15 
9am -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10:30am- Good Sam 
Comm. Service w/pastor 

 

16 17 
 

18 
9:15am- Worship, 
communion 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

 

19 
JJAANNUUAARRYY  MMEESSSSEENNGGEERR  
DDEEAADDLLIINNEE 

20 
3:30pm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Zoom 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 
6-8pm- Cub Scouts, FH 

21 
4-6pm- Meal, FH 
6:45pm- Choir 

 

22 
9am -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Shalom 

 

23 24 
1pm- Forest Plaza 
Christmas Worship 
3 & 5:30 pm- 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
WORSHIP 

25 
9:15am- CHRISTMAS DAY 
WORSHIP 

26 
Church offices closed 

27 
Church offices closed 

28 29 30 31 

Page 7         THE MESSENGER           DECEMBER 2022

Laundry
Mary Schaefer 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship
Dec. 4 Beth, Marj, Ellen, Mary, Anna, Tina
Dec. 11 Mission & Outreach Board
Dec. 18 Ann, Renae, Mary, Shirley, Tina
Dec. 25 (no coffee served)



246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:00pm

In Person & Livestream

Office Hours

M-F 8am - 5pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Kim Severson-Finance   
      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
    Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    
  Gene Lopes- Worship Personnel 
     lopes.gene@gmail.com

President: Daryl Krieger

Vice-President: Dave Melby

Treasurer: Jen Jenkins

Secretary: Linda Ferjak 

Representatives: Ben Arentson, Lisa Chisholm, 
Marcy Hanson, Joyce Kasper, Chad Kozitza, 
Danielle Niess, Laura Winter


