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Immanuel Congregation was blessed and committed to 
its ministry and mission in the 2018 fiscal year. Now as we 

keep this momentum into the new year, we invite all to 
come celebrate and hear God’s good Word and Work of this 

congregation as we continue ‘building community’.

 Sunday morning schedule:

9:15 a.m. Worship

10:15 a.m. Brunch (free will – high school fundraiser)

10:45 a.m. ANNUAL MEETING

Nursery child care will be available throughout the morning 
events.

Brunch menu will be pancakes, ham, eggs, and fruit served 
by our 7th-12th graders. This is the first fundraiser for the 
ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021. It 
may seem far away, but it will be here before we know it! 
The free will donations will also help fund some of youth 

Peer Ministry projects too. 

All families are invited to come enjoy this brunch meal even 
if you can’t stay for the meeting.

Sunday, February 10, 
10:15 a.m., Fellowship 
Hall

You are welcome to bring breakfast and/or lunch 
items to share. If your food needs baking or crock 
pot plugged it, no problem, just take to the kitchen 
and it will be taken care of.

‘2nd Sunday’
Potluck Brunch

Congregational Annual Meeting 

of Immanuel Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 3, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Anyone can drum!!  This is especially true now at Immanuel, where four 
new West African “djembe” hand drums were purchased for the church, 
working with Pøtt Van Auken through the Van Auken Memorial Fund, and 

are now available for use by any group or individual in the church.  Ben 
Allaway, Director of Music and Worship, has travelled in Africa and studied 

with master drummer Madou Dembele, and has extensive experience 
using drums to enliven community with groups of all kinds.  These include 
youth groups and classes, women’s groups, Veterans, choirs, committees 

and Boards, or just a gathering of friends around a fire– literally any group 
in the church or community can enjoy the drum circle experience!  

 The drums also add excitement and drama to worship, and 
can be as meditative as they are celebratory.  With other drums the 

church owns, Ben’s personal drums, and one’s that can be borrowed from 
Waldorf, Ben is able to lead drum circles of from 4 to 16 participants, and 
more if needed.  No musical experience is necessary.  It is easy and fun!

 There is something about playing hand drums together in a 
circle that opens up an ancient place in our DNA connected to rhythm.  

We create rhythm when we walk, when we breathe, when we listen to our 
hearts, when we dig...  We all have rhythm in us, and all are able to make 

some kind of rhythm. 

 Playing rhythms together immediately makes us part of 
something, forces us to listen outside of ourselves to what others are 

doing, and find our own place and way of contributing.  Sometimes that 
means pausing the motions of drumming to listen to the sound the 

community is making, which continues and allows you to take a break, 
and to feel what it is like to pick up the rhythm again and add your sounds 
to the communal sound again.  Drumming gives a mental focus that can 
become a spiritual practice like walking a labyrinth or singing a simple 

prayer melody– the repetitive motion and sound brings a kind of clarity 
and calmness to one’s thoughts.  It’s also a great way to get out strong 
emotions or passions that are difficult to express in words, out loud.  
Different rhythms and 
tempos elicit different 
emotional responses.

 If your group 
would like to have Ben 
come and lead a drum 
circle, please contact 

him at 515-720-1038 or 
benlmnop@aol.com, or 
call the church.  Drum 

circles can be scheduled 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Sundays.  Feel free 
to contact Ben for more 

information.  Asante sana! 
(Thank you very much!).

New Drums Bring the Rhythm 
of Life to Immanuel

Waldorf student and Immanuel drummer Javier Yturriaga 
plays three of four new djembes.  Some of Ben’s personal 

drums are in the foreground.



Greetings from Campus Minstry
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Birthday for Jesus
A Christmastime giving opportunity through 

The Gideons International

Vital Agers’ Christmas Celebration

Dear friends at Immanuel Lutheran Church,

The Neighborhood Food Bank recently received your donation of $566 from the Thanksgiving 
dinner. Our clients and the volunteers deeply appreciate Immanuel’s wonderful support of the 
food bank program. This support is via the “grocery cart” food donations and the generous cash 
gifts too.

During 2018 your Immanuel donations (including 4,339 food items) have helped the NFB serve 
an average of 171 (514 individuals) each month. On the average each month 99 of these families 
were from Forest City, 26 from Lake Mills, 12 from Thompson, 12 from Rake, 7 from Leland, and 
4 from Buffalo Center. Other communities served included Fertile, Joice, Woden, Crystal Lake, 
Scarville, Titonka, and Hanlontown. We are blessed with outstanding support from all of these 
communities too.

Regular volunteers at the Food Bank are members of Immanuel Lutheran Church, the United 
Methodist Church, and St. James Catholic Church. The Board of Directors include members 
representing all communities in Winnebago County and Fertile.

Sincerely,
Wayne Johns, for the Board of Directors and the volunteers

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me. Matthew 25:35

A thank you from the Neighborhood Food Bank:

 Last year’s Spring Break 
Trip was an incredible success, and 
this year we are looking forward to 
continuing to learn about the various 
forms of oppression that marginalized 
communities face in our nation. This 
year, our group will be traveling to 
San Diego, California in partnership 
with the Lutheran Campus Ministry at 
San Diego State University and several 
local organizations to explore themes 
of poverty and immigration. Recent immigration concerns 
and the increased media attention for immigration reform 
has seemed to reveal a general misunderstanding in our 
nation regarding the matter, and we will set out to engage 
with the immigration realities that so many people deal with 
daily but rarely have the privilege or platform to share.
 While in San Diego, we will learn about the 
immigration process, as well as revisit the definitions of 
many of the terms that are loosely used in narratives today 
including: refugee, asylum, illegal immigrant, sanctuary 
status, unaccompanied minor etc. We will be working 
alongside several non-profit organizations and community 
leaders who work towards justice and equality with the 
hope of being able to adopt best practices that promote 
sustainable change in our own communities.
 Due to positive responses that we had from our 
trip to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, we will again 
model our trip after the ELCA Peace Not Walls initiative that 
focuses on the three pillars of Accompaniment, Awareness-
Raising and Advocacy. Learning from our experiences last 
year, we hope to resist the urge “to help” and again hope 

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   
to fully embody our role as privileged guests of those who 
live in a world that rarely interacts with our own in mutually 
beneficial ways. We look forward to the many opportunities 
to listen (not with intent to respond but with the intent to 
fully embrace realities that may differ and even conflict with 
our own), which is unfortunately something that we don’t do 
often enough in our society. We also look forward to walking 
alongside those who have been neglected or censored by 
selective media coverage, and most importantly we are 
excited to return from our trip to share our experiences with 
our campus and local organizations who have supported our 
service learning initiative in hopes of honoring the stories 
that we hear and raising awareness. 
 This trip will be more expensive than past trips so 
we have been working hard at fundraising to keep trip cost 
low for our students. We will be having a BAKE SALE over 
at Bill’s from 9am – 1pm on Sunday, February 24th so make 
sure to swing by to support our trip and meet some of the 
students who will be traveling with us. The trip is about 
$900 per person but with the support that we have received 
in the past, we hope to give our students the experience 
for half that amount. Interestingly enough, we have two 
students whose families are employed by the government 
and are unfortunately unable to keep up with payments as 
they prioritize their family finances. If you can contribute to 
our fundraising effort by donating money to pay $450 for a 
student cost or even just $10 to help cover a meal, we would 
truly appreciate that! 
 We look forward to sharing our stories with you 
once we return from the trip and hope that you will be able 
to join us for coffee later this spring. 
Peace,
Antoine Cummins, Campus Ministry Coordinator

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Members of the Mission & Outreach Board visited the Food 
Bank on Monday, January 14th for a brief tour and update 

from Wayne Johns. Members were shown the variety of items 
available to those in need along with details on how a person 
and/or family can receive assistance. We are very blessed to 
have these resources available in our community. Immanuel 

members pictured are a combination of Food Bank volunteers 
and M&O Board members: (l to r) Pete Jensen, Jaci Thorson, 

Joanne Bartleson, Amy Thorson, Pøtt Van Auken, Becky 
Stumme, Wayne Johns, Duane Johnson.



 Nowhere in scripture does Jesus gather 
his disciples and followers and have an annual 
meeting. So, why we might wonder, does a 
congregation gather its membership each year and have one? If 
people who attend annual meetings, whether for their church 
or a co-op or an association to which they belong, were asked to 
offer one word that describes annual meetings, I’m guessing many 
would say “BORING!” I would argue, however, that it doesn’t have 
to be so.
 First, I believe the opposite of boring is not “exciting” 
but meaningful. If something is meaningful for an individual then 
that something may lack excitement, but it will never be boring. 
Boredom comes for people first when they don’t get to do what 
they want to do. Kids often say school is boring because they 
would rather be doing something else. Adults often say the same 
thing about work because they’d rather be somewhere else doing 
something else. But those who see school and work as meaningful 
would rarely describe it a boring.
 Second, Jesus didn’t have an annual meeting with his 
followers because he was the founder of a movement not an 
organization. He and his disciples were on the front lines of a 
movement to call together the people of God from every clan 
and every nation into God’s reign. They were spreading the good 
news of Jesus victory over the grave. Meaning and passion were 
abundant. They were on the move with a proclamation and a 
story to tell and they were neither bored nor entertained, but 
engaged, willing to give their lives to that mission.
 Every movement must at some point transform into 
an organization or it will flame out. The physical, psychological, 
and emotional toll of a movement is too exhausting to maintain 
for the long term. I recently saw an interview with Tamika 
Mallory (a leader in the Women’s March movement) and she 
was describing that very process of transition. Leadership roles 
must be identified; core values and a core mission must come 
forth; articles giving structure for governance are necessary all 
for the survival of the movement. The danger and unintended 
consequence of that transition is that the passion and shared 
responsibility of the movement is relocated from the hearts and 
minds of the masses to the leadership.
 An annual meeting then must first be about reconnecting 
the leadership and the masses in order to fan the flames of 
passion that were there in the beginning. The annual meeting is 
a time to remind each other that the movement and the mission 
belong to all and to each of us – to all the baptized (the unique 
moment in the church when belonging and identity are sealed in 
blood – the blood of Jesus).
 So yes, sometimes we must do boring things at our 
annual meetings, such as attend to our articles of incorporation or 
our constitution. People get long winded, our rear-ends get tired 
of sitting. If we can see in those things a portal back to the passion 
of the mission and movement, then we will find meaning even in 
the annual meeting; in the dialogue and reports; in the “yeahs” 
and the “nays”. As we gather, strive to build community in the 
name and likeness of Jesus Christ, we might just discover that the 
passion of the movement still burns within each of us. In that we 
may find that the organization itself just might be renewed and 

our focus on the mission honed as we abide for the sake of God’s 
mission to heal, renew, and restore this broken and beloved 
world that God desperately loves.
So, COME! Come to our annual meeting – and let the spirit burn 
in us to God’s glory. Amen.

God’s Peace
Pastor Rod

 It seems like many swear words are four letters. When 
we say them it can lead to a mouth full of soap or punishment 
of some kind. Even if we are not punished, I feel that using those 
kind of four-letter words makes a person look unintelligent. God 
has given us a brain and communication skills that allow us to 
have a broad and wide vocabulary and intelligent persons are 
able to find words to express their feelings and thoughts in was 
that help them avoid those four-letter words that are derogatory, 
hurtful, or simply offensive to people who hear them.
 There is one four-letter word however that is ok to use 
anytime and, better yet, to live into any and every moment of 
every day: that word is LOVE. February is Valentine’s Day which 
is a day on which we are encouraged to say, “I love you.” But let’s 
remember too that words are just words until actions back them 
up. So this year use that four-letter word “love” every chance you 
get and act it out daily so people know that it’s true.
 The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only beloved Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal life” John 3:16. That is God’s way of 
letting you know that God loves YOU, and it’s God’s invitation to 
love God back and to love your mom, dad, brothers and sisters, 
grandpas and grandmas, friends and neighbors, and yes, even 
your enemies. Instead of cursing people God wants us to follow 
in His footstep and bless them – just as he has blessed us with his 
undeserved love.

Happy Valentine’s Day,

Pastor Rodc

Letter from Pastor Rod
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Immanuel Kids
LOVE: The Best 4-letter Word

Building Community in 
the Name and Likeness 

of Jesus
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Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY December 2018

          It’s that time of year, when I start 
thinking back to my younger days. And 
I start thinking back because it’s time to 
think about signing up for Bible camp. 
Okoboji and Riverside Bible camps are 
coming for visits at Immanuel, students 
are signing up for Confirmation camp and 

some of our other youth are starting to plan a nice trip to camp 
this summer. And all of you make this possible in many ways. Not 
only does Immanuel support the camps as a mission emphasis, 
but Immanuel helps with camper scholarships, paying for part 
of Confirmation camp, and even if the need is great helping a 
young person attend who cannot afford the camp. Did you know 
that? But, I’m not here this month to write a whole article on how 
Immanuel supports the camps. Instead, I am writing to share 
some of my memories of camp and maybe these memories will 
encourage you to think about your experiences with camp.
            You may recall that I am a pastor’s Kid. Which means I had 
experience with camp from a very early age. My dad would attend 
Confirmation camp yearly, and we as a family would go a long with 
him to Green Lake Bible camp in Minnesota. We participated in 
some of the games, sang the songs, attended worship, and eat 
with the students. It was very special to go as a family and take 
a week away from home to worship and play. The best moments 
were getting to play with the “big kids” and learning new songs.
            As the years went on, I was finally old enough to attend 
camp. The first camp I attended as a camper was the Shores of 
Lake Andrew in Minnesota. I remember the songs such as “The 
Rock” and “Saved by Grace”. Playing in the lake, meeting new 
people, and taking time to read were highlights. And not only that 
but I still remember our camp counselor leading a cookie raid in the 
middle of the night, which was a success.

The second camp I attended was Good Earth Village in Minnesota. 
And I attended as a camper for a couple of years and family camp 

Let’s gather round the campfire and 
sing our songs!

a couple of times. Of course, this was in middle school so at first, 
I wanted to go, but eventually I thought I was to cool to go. But in 
all those instances the camp leaders were there to encourage me 
and make me feel welcome and at home. The highlights of my 
time here include always coming home with a renewed spirit, the 
new songs like “Sanctuary” and “John 3:16”, the fellowship, and 
a sense that I didn’t want to go home at the end of the week. It 
also helped that every time I went I came home with a girl’s name 
and address to write letters to, but that’s another story. It was a 
very fulfilling experience gathering around a fire together, praying 
together, enduring storm together, and praising God together. Not 
only praising but talking what I learned home and sharing it with my 
brothers.
 Good Earth also provided Day Camps and they came 
to my congregation yearly. I remember all of these times together 
and eventually becoming a youth leader during the day camps and 
helping out the camp leaders. And before you ask, No I was never 
a camp leader in college, some days I wish I would have been, but 
again that’s another story.
            So, what are your camp stories. We all have some as a 
camp leader or from times we attended the camp. And memories 
are still made, the Gospel is still proclaimed, fun is still had today. 
So please, continue to pray for those that lead and attend and 
know God is very much so at work in these camps and in these 
leaders and youth. I look forward to visiting camp again this year 
and seeing God at work with our Confirmation students. And 
maybe, after reading this article you’ll start singing some of those 
old camp songs you remember. Here’s one of my favorites,
 Our God is an awesome God! He reigns from heaven 
above! With wisdom, power, and love Our God is an awesome 
God!
See you in worship!
Pastor Zech Anderson

Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes

Other Income

Total Income

Expense

Staff Support

Administration

Ministry Areas

Loan re-payment/contingency 

Total Expenses

November
Actual 2018

Monthly 
Budget

DECEMBER
Acutal 2017

Annual 
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Percent of 
YTD Budget

YTD
Actual 2017

$86,147.36

$3,193.76

$89,341.12

$5,441.78

$29,415.99

$13,831.27

$5,000.00

$53,689.04

$ 41,671.00

$5,781.50

$47,452.50

$ 9,708.25

$28,985.50

$9,079.58

$0.00

$47,773.33

$509,275.11

$78,957.73

$588,232.84

$122,109.00

$346,818.24

$111,526.94

0.00

$580,454.18

$500,052.00

$69,378.00

$569,430.00

$116,499.00

$347,826.00

$108,955.00

$0.00

$573,280.00

101.8%

113.8%

103.3%

104.8%

99.7%

102.4%

0.0%

101.3%

$91,820.57

$10,677.14

$102,497.71

$ 22,078.51

$27,412.97

$15,430.02

$15,000.00

$79,921.50

$524,823.09

$66,792.53

$591,615.62

$103,360.35

$353,662.76

$101,806.37 

$15,000.00

$573,829.48

Income Less Expensive $35,652.08 -$320.83 $7,778.66 -$3,850.00 $22,576.21 $17,786.14 

100%



Children’s Education
Krista Hopp

The Board of Education met on Tuesday, January 8. Our first item 
on the agenda was a discussion of the Christmas program held in 
December. We had changed the time of the program, and, therefore, 
changed our usual fundraiser afterward. Instead of a soup meal, we 
had pie and ice cream after the program. Overall, we thought the 
turnout was great. There was a lot of brainstorming regarding the 
program in the future: time, format, fundraiser meal. No decisions 
were made at this time, but we will continue that discussion when 
that time of year comes around again.
The Board of Education is in charge of the February Second Sunday 
potluck. There will still be a potluck held even though it is the week 
after our Annual Meeting potluck.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12, at 4:30 pm.

Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer
The M&O Board met on Wednesday, Jan. 9. Present:  Becky 
Stumme, Pott Van Auken, Ken Korth, Jaci Thorson, Amy Thorson, 
Larry and Sharen Rieffer and Steve Olmstead
Devotions were given by Pott from Jesus Calling.
The board selected a chairperson, Sharen Rieffer, and secretary, 
Amy Thorson, for the upcoming year.
Total amount given to our ELCA Global Missionaries, Colin and Jeni 
Grangaard, for 2018 was $5,329.65. We already have a great start 
for 2019 with $617.99.
Total from the ELCA Good Gifts was $1,125. Thanks to those who 
bought ornaments!
Our mission emphasis for the first quarter is hunger, near and far, 
offerings will go to the Forest City Food Bank and ELCA World 
Hunger. The board planned a visit to the local food bank at noon 
on Monday, January 14, to see how everything is set up and ran. 
Sharen will contact the North Iowa Community Kitchen to see how 
our board could serve them. The board also came up with a theme 
for February to help the food bank: Tackling Hunger with Soup & 
Crackers.
The Gideon Tree resulted in one Bible gift ornament, however, more 
gifts may have been given.
We discussed the upcoming 2nd Sunday Potluck, for which our 
board is responsible—a basket for a free-will offering will be provided 
for the current mission emphasis.
FYI: Immanuel donated Operation Christmas Child a total of $439 for 
shipping purposes.

 Trustees
Kathy McEnelly
The Board of Trustees met on January 14, 2019.  In December, we 
ended the month with a positive bottom line of $37,652.08.  The 
end-of-the-year result is a positive bottom line of $9,778.63.  The 
$5,000 borrowed from the Contingency Fund earlier in the year was 
also replaced. The Board did authorize a $2,000 extra giving to the 
Western Iowa Synod for year-end as they are running below budget 
for their giving.
In property news, the parsonage basement work has been completed 
by Midwest Basement. The Board gave the go-ahead to proceed 
with wall repair and flooring not to exceed a total cost for both of 
$12,600.   

The Board elected Jen Jenkins to continue as Chair of the Board 
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of Trustees for 2019 and Bink Keller will serve as Secretary at 
least initially. Kathy McEnelly, Cynthia Ryder and Chad Benson are 
concluding their service on the Board of Trustees. 
The Board talked about some sound system options and quotes with 
no action taken.

Parish Council 
Kathy McEnelly
The ILC council met on January 14, 2019 with the following members 
present: Kathy McEnelly, Alice Lewellen, Amy Thorson, Heather 
Johnson, Steve Olmstead, Ken Hansen, Kathy Leuwerke, Quincey 
Benson, Ellen Olson, Joan Beebe and Pastor Hopp and Pastor 
Anderson.  Cindi Lehmann was a guest.
Incoming (new) council members present were:  Andy Buffington, 
Linda Ferjak, Linda Holland, Nic Determann, Daryl Krieger, Melanie 
Westerberg and Marcy Hanson.
Council celebrated our year-end positive bottom line of $9,778 for 
2018. The proposed 2019 budget was reviewed with questions 
answered by Finance Manager Cindi Lehmann. The Council 
approved the budget to go to the congregation at the annual meeting 
on February 3. The budget includes $4,000 of our annual $42,000 
contribution to the Synod coming from the Endowment allocation for 
the year.

Pastor Rod Hopp’s sabbatical for 2019 was approved for May 13 
through August 4. 

The 2019 council set their monthly meeting date on the 2nd Monday 
of the month at 6:30 pm. 

Board notes

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —

Winter retreats @ Bible Camp
MARRIAGE RETREAT
Hey married couples, have you ever considered a weekend away at 
a MARRIAGE RETREAT?
Okoboji Camp offers a Marriage Retreat February 15-17 with featured 
speakers, Rev. Ben & Stephanie Mason. Find all the details and to 
register: www.okoboji.org/marriage-retreat. Cost is $199/per couple.
Riverside Camp’s Marriage Retreat is March 1-3 with retreat 
speakers Dave & Jan McDermott. Find out these details at www.
RiversideLBC.org. Cost is $150/per couple.
Whether you’ve been married many years or just one year, these 
retreats would be a treat! A pampering chance to enjoy a wonderful 
weekend with banquet dinner, breakfast in bed, rest, evening 
entertainment, great discussion with others, and enjoying time with 
your spouse to reconnect.

SPRING CRAFTING RETREAT
Okoboji Camp offers a Spring Crafting Retreat March 1-3. There will 
be plenty of space for you to spread your project out and let your 
ideas and talents take over. Of course there will be devotion time that 
will fill you up spiritually, and maybe even a massage time to relax 
you. Find all the details and registrations online at www.okoboji.org. 
Cost is $99 per person.

DADDY & DAUGHTER DANCE
Saturday, Feb. 16, 6-8 p.m., Riverside Camp
Sparkles will be everywhere all around the lit-up dining hall as 
daddies and their princess daughters dance the night away! Pictures 
– Snacks – Dancing - $5/person (max of $20/family).
Register only at www.RiversideLBC.org or call the office 515-733-
5271.
Much more happening at Camps! Grab a brochure at church or go 
online for all the details.
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This month in the Messenger, we 
want to put a spotlight on one of our 
Wednesday Promiseland teachers, 
Barb Braun. When we were still 
lacking in teachers before the year started, Barb came to us 
in response to the requests in worship and in the bulletin. She 
basically told us she had not been planning on teaching again, 
but she felt very strongly that she did not want any children to 
be without a teacher this year. She had a willing heart, and we 
immediately expressed our gratitude and began setting her up as 
a fourth-grade teacher this year. We are so thankful for her willing 
heart, and it is our prayer that teaching has been a blessing to her 
this year. For this edition of our newsletter, we have asked Barb 
a few questions about her time teaching. We hope you will enjoy 
reading about her experience, and that it may encourage you to 
consider being involved in the ministry of our young people!
How many years have you taught Sunday school/
Wednesday school?
I wish I had kept better track, but I know I taught around 25  
years when it was still Sunday School. This is my first year of 
teaching Wednesday Promiseland, although I did some subbing a 
few years ago.
How has this year been going for you? What do you 
like about it? What has been challenging?
I love being with the young people. I like their enthusiasm and the 
challenge of teaching them about the Bible. I have some trouble 
keeping them from talking and keeping them engaged, but for the 
most part, I can get them to listen to me. Sometimes I just listen 
to them, and I have to smile. I want it to be a good experience for 
them.
Have you grown in your faith through teaching 
Promiseland?
I have found that when you teach, you learn a lot more than 
the students, and sharing your faith with others always helps 
strengthen your own faith.
Can you share anything about your class?
The first night of Promiseland I discovered there were 20 fourth 
graders in Room 106, with 12 chairs! (It really is important to pre-
register your children so there aren’t surprises like that!) Oh, my 
goodness! What do I do now? It was a challenge, but we made it 
through. A couple weeks later, another teacher was found, I had 11 
students, and I had moved to a larger room.
 My reward is when the students remember the Bible story 
from the week before. If parents question their children about what 
they learned and reinforce the story, it would really be helpful.
 A funny story...When we were waiting to practice for 
the Christmas program, I missed a step and went flying. I was 
embarrassed, but the concern the students showed was so 
heartwarming. I loved them even more!
 Is there anything you would say to congregation members 
who have thought about teaching but haven’t yet made the leap?
 I know it is a commitment and everyone seems so busy 
these days, but God gives us 168 hours a week. Could you give 
Him an hour or two? What is more important than teaching our 
children about our Lord and Savior? Take a chance and give it a 
try. You might be surprised at how rewarding it can be.
 What a powerful reminder from Barb. A special thanks 
goes to Barb Braun for taking time to teach our young people and 
to answer our questions.

Promiseland Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

•	 T he Bible: A progressive & 
amazing book!

If you are reading this headline you may be thinking to yourself 
that it is hard for the Bible to be considered a progressive and 
amazing book. How can it be progressive? It is soooooooooooo 
old! How can it be amazing? It is boring, have you read the 
genealogies and laws in the Old Testament?!?
 I am currently reading a book by Rob Bell called “What 
is the Bible?”. It is a helpful and good reminder to me that the 
Bible is an interesting book and still pertinent to my life today. The 
stories in the Bible are not about THEM so LONG AGO. They are 
our stories today: struggling to trust God, getting lost along the 
way in life, and having family struggles just to name a few. One of 
the things that I like about the book is each chapter is about 5-10 
minutes to read and goes further in depth on different Bible stories 
putting them into context and explaining them. It really helps them 
come to life and helps you understand what is going on.
 One of the examples of the Bible being progressive is 
Moses and the flood. You may be wondering how God getting so 
upset with people and wiping everyone off the face of the earth 
except for Moses, his family and a few animals is progressive. 
Back in Moses’ day stories of a flood wiping everyone off the earth 
wasn’t something new. Many gods from back then had similar 
stories. They got upset with their followers and wiped them off the 
earth to rid of the earth of these fallen people. Where the Bible 
and God are progressive in what happens after the flood. God 
sends the rainbow and promises Moses this will never happen 
again. We’ve heard this story probably hundreds of times and 
never thought twice about it. However, for people in those days 
this would have stood out to them! God is never going to do this 
again?!?!? That is exciting and progressive that God loves us and 
we don’t have to worry about His wrath and wiping everyone out 
with a flood again. The other gods did not offer this. The Bible is 
truly a progressive & amazing book!
High School:
We are continuing to build on our Peer Ministry skills to find 
opportunities for our youth to lead both in the church and in the 
community. We are working taking serving to another level!
Confirmation:
We are continuing our revamped set up for confirmation. We 
had a great opportunity with our youth and parents to talk about 
struggles that they have in their faith in particular death. It was an 
awesome opportunity to share God’s love and to remember what 
God’s grace is.
Annual meeting
The Annual Meeting brunch will be on February 3rd. We will be 
serving pancakes, ham, eggs, & fruit. Our 7th-12th graders will 
be serving. This will be our first fundraiser for The Gathering in 
Minneapolis in 2021. It may seem far away, but it will be here 
before we know it! It will also help fund some of our Peer Ministry 
projects. We are continuing to find ways to equip our youth to lead 
and to take serving to another level. Thank you in advance for 
your support!  

Promiseland 
Teacher Spotlight
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“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God.   Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love.”   1 John 4:7-8 

 

Book Reviews 
Redeeming Love 

By Francine Rivers 
A powerful retelling of the story of Gomer and Hosea, 
Redeeming Love is a life-changing story of God’s 
unconditional, redemptive, all-consuming love.  Set in 
the California’s gold country in 1850, this is a story of a 
young women who has lost all hope by her life’s 
experiences.  When she meets a man who loves God and 
seeks God’s will in all he does, her life changes. 
A book with a message, no matter how bad things are 
and how bleak the future may look, by following God 
and living your life for Him your world will change. 

 

Known & Loved: 52 Devotions 
from the Psalms 

By Caryn Rivadeneira 
For any mom who has ever wrestled with who she is at 
her core, Caryn Rivadeneira offers 52 devotions drawn 
from the Psalms that show women how God sees them, 
what he created them to do, and how he created them 
to be. She takes women through ten major areas of 
identity, weaving in stories from her own life and from 
the lives of other moms, showing mothers that they are 
valued and valuable. 

What Once We Loved 
  By Jane Kirkpatrick 

A circle of courageous women discovers the meaning of 
independence, forgiveness, and love.  Ruth Martin had a 
dream: to become an independent woman and build a 
life in southern Oregon for herself and her children. But 
when her friend Mazy’s inaction results in a tragedy that 
shatters Ruth’s dream, Ruth must start anew and try to 
heal her tender wounds.  The third book and final book 
in the Kinship and Courage Series. 
 

Promiseland 
Reading Contest 

 
The Promiseland-Library love connection kicked off the New Year 
on January 16.  It was the 3 and 4 year olds turn to visit the 
library during their Promiseland hour.  While small groups of 
children are helped in the library, the other students are having 
fun learning about Jesus’ love by playing a team game of 
Jeopardy.  It takes many hands to help the students find their 
books/movie, check out, running the Jeopardy game, and getting 
everyone to and from where they need to be.  A big thank you to 
the library committee and others who help to make these library 
visits a huge success and a highlight for the students.  
 

 

 

Library 
News 

February 
2019 

GOD is 
LOVE 

 



Page 8         THE MESSENGER              FEBRUARY 2019

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Marge Solberg

 I moved through years without much concern about my age until—whoa—two 
recent deaths of good friends shocked me. They were members of Immanuel 50 years ago 
when we moved here. Both were in church just a few weeks ago, sitting in the same pews. 
Most of us seniors resist getting old and don’t admit that our actions and reactions show our age. When I spend most of my time with people 
my age, I realize I how old we have become. I recently shopped, in mid-afternoon, in a store where several others my age were shopping. This 
mass of seniors slowly wandered through the store, shopping, and visiting, ending at the deli for coffee. They were all going at the same pace.
 But sometimes we over-stayed our usual shopping time and people, coming from work, hurried to shop. They were impatient with 
the slow-moving seniors. It was evident both groups couldn’t shop at the same time, in one place. I saw the beginning of one age and tradition 
colliding into another!
 Our church services are separated, naturally by date and time of day, but also by music, type and length of services and, more 
significantly, by age. Women’s circles, Bible studies, and mission projects are held during daytime. When women are no longer able to do these 
projects, involvement is just sending money somewhere “out there” with no personal contact. Those women will lose interest and contact with 
the needs of the world.
 Remember the old and young trying to shop at the same time? Does this remind us of the old and young of Immanuel’s two services? 
Urgent focus of Immanuel WELCA should be to deliberately plan ways to bring old and young together in Bible study, prayer, mission and 
fellowship. The differences of these two bodies will not change. Without effort, soon the young women will say goodbye to the old without 
even knowing them.
 The two have so much to share with each other and people world-wide. The young can have a smooth path to bring new, efficient 
ideas to continue WELCA. The old would have gentle arms to help them move aside and watch young hands do the work. With old and young 
joining together we could share with others who need both of us.
 After all of this – God and our mothers would say to us: “Have you, by yourselves, solved the problems of the old/young transition of 
women of the church?!”

GOODBYE OLD FRIENDS… WELCOME THE NEW!

February Circle Schedule
Thursday, Feb. 21              Location/Hostess   L esson Leader
9:30 a.m.  Martha              Shalom/ TBD           Elllen Olson 
1:30 p.m.  Rachel                Lounge/Kay Sorensen               Joan Hansen      
1:30 p.m. Sarah             Shalom/Joanne Barleson        Marge Solberg

Dates to remember:
Thursday, Feb. 14, 9:45 a.m.          Circle Bible Study Leaders meet with  
            Barb Johnson, Lounge
Monday, Feb. 18, 2-4 p.m.              Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Thursday, Feb. 21                            Circle Day (see schedule above)
Tuesday, Feb. 26                              LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship  
            Hall
February Laundry                            Keila Buffington
February Sunday Coffee                MS & HS Youth

Tuesday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), the 
three Iowa Synods of the ELCA, and 
through an ELCA Domestic Hunger 
Grant partner to make this Day happen. 
A day to learn more about why your 
voice matters and how you can make 
a difference.

This year, the focus is on these three 
key issues facing Iowans:

• Increased funding for Iowa’s child welfare services

• Accountability and oversight for Iowa’s Medicaid Managed Care 
Organizations

                Support for services that empower refugees

Children, the elderly, people with disabilities, and families facing 
hunger and poverty don’t have high-paid lobbyist to deliver their 
message. But they do have you as a Lutheran as the most powerful 
lobbyist for a voice in their communities.

Elected officials want to hear from you because it helps them 
understand how public policy affects people in the area. If you plan 
to attend, you are encouraged to contact your legislator in advance 
and set up a specific meeting time to better your chances of being 
able to speak with him or her.

Registration is open through Tuesday, Feb. 12. For more details or 
to register online thru LSI, Lutheran Day on the Hill 2019, or call 
Joyce Williams, 866-584-5293. No cost to attendees.

Lutheran Day on the Hill in
 Des Moines

Sunday, Feb. 24, 9am-1pm

Waldorf Lutheran Campus Ministry is having 
a Bake Sale @ Bill’s as a fundraiser for a 
Service Learning Trip to San Diego, CA. 
Their mission is ‘Exploring Poverty and 
Immigration’.

Swing by Bill’s during 9am-1pm to pick up some goodies as well has 
help support the upcoming March trip.

Bake Sale @ Bill’s
•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •   •      
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(This article is reprinted with permission by writer Gary Field, of 
Lutheran World Relief, Dec. 2018)

LIFELONG LUTHERAN STILL 
VOLUNTEERING AT 90 DESPITE 
CHALLENGES
Rozella Hagen’s world has 
challenges. She lost her husband of 
68 years recently and she’s battling 
dementia and tremors. But those 
challenges recede when she is 
helping others — and especially 
when she is working on quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.
“She is a life-long Lutheran who still wants to serve even though 
she has limitations ... She’s a good role model still,” says her 
daughter Connie Johnson.
A servant’s heart
Rozella has had a long career of serving others. For years, 
she taught at a Lutheran day school and volunteered in every 
conceivable church activity she could. Now the 90-year-old sparkles 
when the quilters from Immanuel Lutheran Church in Forest City, 
Iowa, bring her quilts to finish at Forest Plaza Assisted Living, where 
she has lived for five years.
Marlene Faircloth and Kay Sorensen, members of the Do Day 
quilting group from Immanuel, say they send about 200 quilts a 
year to Lutheran World Relief. Others are distributed around the 
country and to anyone in need.
A purpose-driven life
Rozella and her husband Eldon lived in California for years, 
where they raised six children and where she taught at Lutheran 
Ascension and he worked for 27 years at California Lutheran 
University at Thousand Oaks.
They returned to Iowa after they retired and attended West Prairie 
Lutheran, a church Rozella’s grandparents helped build when they 
immigrated from Norway. In later years they returned to Immanuel.
The onset of dementia made it difficult for her to continue her 
torrid pace of volunteerism. The couple moved into assisted living 
nearly five years ago, Connie says. Her dad passed away in October.
The opportunity to serve
Last year Connie approached the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
at Immanuel and asked if they could bring unfished quilts to the 
center for her mother to work on.
“She really feels her days are much better if she can do something 
for someone else,” says Connie. “She feels like she’s done 
something worthwhile for her day. She’d much rather be tying the 
quilts.”
The church group brings her three to four quilts a month to finish.
“She gets great satisfaction doing that. I’m very grateful the WELCA 
ladies at Immanuel are so accommodating,” Connie says. “I don’t 
know if it’s helped increase their production of quilts, but I know 
they don’t spend nearly as much time tying them and my mom is 
thrilled to be able to help.”
According to Kay, the contribution Rozella, and other residents, 
make truly does help. She says the quilts they finish are “quilts we 
get done that we wouldn’t get done as a group. It’s a help.”

•	 Keeping Connected T hrough 
Quilting

Blessed to be a blessing
Rozella has also been involved in other church fellowship activities 
and she helps fellow center residents get greeting cards to 
distribute during holidays and throughout the year. 
“If she can help even one person, then she’s had a good day,” 
Connie says.

Gretchen Burnette, Service Learning Trip leader
Sophomore English Major
Spirit Lake, IA
“Not everyone crossing the border is coming to “steal our jobs” or 
“bring in drugs”. I wish there would be more information available 
about how hard it is to gain citizenship and more about the struggles 
that people face, and maybe how THEY feel about the wall and 
border security”

Sharese Hall, Waldorf Staff Member
New York, NY
“I’m wondering what other immigrants have experienced when 
applying to the US. My mind is reeling with questions...
Politicians and the media are trying to persuade US citizens to take 
a side on immigration and immigration reform. Instead of taking 
a side, we can use our privilege and power as citizens to unlearn 
what we think we know about immigration, listen to those affected 
by immigration, and advocate for a better immigration procedure. 
Looking forward to learning more about the issue.”

Kassidy Bunger, Senior Business Major
Wellsburg, IA
“I also believe there is a need for immigration reform but being here 
in the Midwest which is so far removed from the borders where 
there is heavy immigration causes us to rely on the media to give us 
information on which to base our views and opinions. And, I think it’s 
important to remember media will be biased based on the opinions 
of the reporter - which is why I am excited for this trip and why I think 
what we learn can be so important in forming our own opinions based 
on what we see and hear ourselves from people truly experiencing 
both sides of the immigration and citizenship process “

Madina Tuhbattullina, Sophomore English Major
Turkmenistan
“People come to the United States because of struggles in their 
homelands and do not wish to take advantage of this country, but 
rather seek opportunities for themselves and their families. There is 
also the struggle of assimilation. I think this is one issue that is huge 
today, also in Europe, especially when it comes to Muslims. I would 
love to learn more about the immigration policies.”

Saheed Olaosebikan, Senior Criminal Justice Major
Lagos, Nigeria
“I have never applied for citizenship, but I know family and friends 
who have and from their experience it’s takes a lot of time, effort, 
and, most importantly, finances, which for a good amount of people 
that are trying to come to the US is something they are not privileged 
with.”

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Service Learning Trip 
Participants Quotes:
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Altar Guild
Feb. 3.......................................................Sonja Johnson
Feb. 10............................................................Sara Uetz
Feb. 17.......................................................... Marla Betz
Feb. 24..............................................Jeanette Neumann

Assisting Ministers
Feb. 3.........................................................Joan Hansen
Feb. 10......................................................Kay Sorensen
Feb. 17......................................................Cynthia Ryder
Feb. 24....................................................Cindi Lehmann

Scripture Readers
Feb. 3.............................................................Jim Cherry
Feb. 10....................................................Carolynn Korth
Feb. 17..................................................David Readinger
Feb. 24...................................................Steve Olmstead

Communion Set Up
Feb. 3............................................................Barb Lovick
Feb. 10.....................................................Sue Moklestad
Feb. 17..........................................................Ruth Melby
Feb. 24.................................................Shirley Rollefson
Wednesday..................................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers
Feb. 3............................Joan Langerud, Kathy McEnelly
Feb. 10...................................Joy Newcom, Bill Krahling
Feb. 17.................Harlan Rodberg, Melanie Westerberg

Feb. 24.........................................Liz Wilson, Leah Boyd
Song Leaders
Feb. 3.............................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Feb. 10..............................Linda Ferjak, Scott Bertelsen
Feb. 17........................Kathy Jerome, Audrey Olmstead
Feb. 24...........................Cindi Lehmann, Mary Kingland

Offering Counters
Linda Holland, Ellen Olson, Mavis Hess, Betty Nelson, 
Marj Anderson

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich

Sound Techs
Brody Hopp, Eric Rust

Volunteer February 2019

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
Feb. 10, 17, 24
Mar. 24, 31
Apr. 7, 28
May 5, 26

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$100)
Feb. 17
Mar. 10, 24, 31
May 13, 20, 27
Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am 
over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts
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Prayers
David & Sandy Damm, Linda & Mike Smith, Mike Damm, 
Steven Damm, Julie Damm, family and friends, in the loss of 
father, Emil Damm of Forest City

Family and friends of Doris Juhl of Bettendorf (formerly 
Forest City)

Blessings & Prayers Free meal served 4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are 
welcome each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as 
well as fellowship time!

Feb. 6              Ham sandwiches, peas, applesauce,  
          brownies
Feb. 13  Goulash, corn, lettuce salad, jello with pears
Feb. 20   BBQ pork sandwiches, baked beans, chips,  
             vanilla pudding
Feb. 27              Baked chicken, carrots, cheesy hash  
       browns, ice cream          

Lots of LOVE in the air 
with flowers and candy as 
Valentine’s Day approaches. 
Let us remember the LOVE 
we have everyday from our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Dawn Craig,
Hospitality Specialist

Wednesday’s
February
Menus

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —

 
 

Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

February 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 
9:15am - Worship 
10:15am- Brunch (HS 
fundraiser) 
10:30am- Promiseland 
10:45am Annual 
Meeting 
6pm- Confirmation 
Activity Night 
BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 

 

4 5 
2pm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room 
5pm- Parish Life 
Board, lounge 

 

6 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Bells/6-7 
Confirmation/Promiselan
d 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 
 

7 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10:30am- Good 
Samaritan Communion 
Service 

 

8 9 

10 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- ‘2nd Sunday’ 
Potluck Brunch, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
10:45am- Adult Learning 
- Shalom 

 

11 
5:30pm- Trustees, 
Kitchenette 
6:30pm- Council, 
Reformation Room 

 

12 
9:30am – Vital Agers 
Committee, Shalom 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm- Education Board, 
Kitchenette 

 

13 
4:45pm- Mission & Outreach, 
Lounge 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- 6-7 Confirmation / 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 
5:30pm- Bells/6-7 
Confirmation/Promiseland 
6:30pm- Worship, Council 
Election 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 
  

14 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:45am- Circle Bible Study 
Leaders, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

15 16 

17 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:45am- Adult Learning 
- Shalom 
 

 

18 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 

 
 

19 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
6pm- Cub Scouts Pack 
Meeting, FH 
LUTHERAN DAY ON THE HILL 
 

 

20 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- 6-7 Confirmation / 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Worship, 
Promiseland sings 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 
MARCH MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 
 

 

21 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, 
Lounge 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, 
Shalom 

22 23 

24 
9:15am- Worship, 
Promiseland sings 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

 

25 
 
 

26 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 

 

27 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- 6-7 Confirmation / 
Promiseland / Bells 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 
 

 

28 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

  

Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2-4:00 p.m.: Open House to learn more 
about Good Samaritan, Forest City. And meet the new 
Director of Nursing, Tina Hoffmann. Enjoy some brownies 
and beverages too!

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 3:00 p.m.: Ruth Melby will be the 
featured guest speaker at the Monthly Care and Share 
Caregiver Support Group. Meet in the south lounge at Good 
Sam.

Good Samaritan Society invites you…
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Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
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