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THE MESSENGER

All are invited and encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting 
to hear and be a part of this congregation’s ministry and 

mission as we continue to ‘build community’ in 2020!

Sunday morning schedule for Feb. 2:
9:15am        Worship
10:15am          Potluck Brunch (served by high school youth,  
             freewill fundraiser for 2021 Youth Gathering)

10:45am            ANNUAL MEETING

We will be voting on the proposed covenant between 
Immanuel and Bethany Lutheran, Thompson, and voting on 
the constitution changes that were presented at last year’s 
annual meeting, and vote on the sale of HFLC to YMCA. All 

Council members for 2020 will be installed.
Nursery childcare will be available throughout the morning 

events. 
All families are invited to join in the Potluck Brunch even if 
you can’t stay for the meeting or a voting member, you are 

welcome.

Congregational Annual Meeting 
of Immanuel Lutheran Church

Sunday, February 2, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall

The beginning of the 40 days through Lent and ending with 
Jesus’ resurrection!

Mission & Outreach Board encourages you to join in the 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 DAYS OF GIVING during this time.

Lent is a time of reflection and repentance, of sacrifice and 
self-examination. But Lent is also a season of hope – hope 

in the work God is doing in the world, even in the most 
challenging times.

We will provide you with a devotional calendar with daily 
ideas for refection and action, and coin jar wrappers to invite 
children and families into the practice of giving to programs 
to end hunger and poverty. Look for the displays that will be 

popping up during the month of February.

Your gifts will be given to the ELCA World Hunger ministry to 
address hunger and poverty around the world with creative 

and courageous action.

Join Lutheran Services in Iowa and the three Iowa ELCA Synods for Lutheran Day on the Hill. This day is essential for giving voice to 
those who are not heard, for seeking social justice, and for empowering people to exercise their right and responsibility to be part of 
the legislative process.

Break-out sessions offered:

• Sustainable funding for Iowa’s Children’s Mental Health System

• Investing in a strong, sustainable Iowa Human Services Workforce

• Support for services that empower refugees and immigrants

• Why we’re called to clean energy advocacy: Leadership on Climate Action

Lutheran Day on the Hill in Des Moines - February 25

in attendance have a chance to advocate conversations with legislators at the Capitol. (May contact the legislator in advance and set up a specific time or fill out 
a request that day.)

New this year—L.Y.F.T. Every Voice: Lutheran Youth for Transformation

This initiative is designed to integrate high school and college students into Lutheran Day on the Hill and provide exclusive opportunities to meet with legislators 
and social justice advocates.

Check out lsiowa.org/ldh/ for all details and registration information. Contact the church office of your interest attending for possible carpooling options.

 February 26

Music Honors Black History Month
Following the wonderful service we had January 19 with our friends 
from Atlanta and New York celebrating the Church’s connection with 
Martin Luther King, Jr., is the February observance of Black History 

Month.  This is a good opportunity for the music of the African-
American tradition to be featured in worship. The choir will be doing a 
number of Spirituals, and we’ll do at least one congregational song as 

well.  Any favorites?  Let Ben know and we will sing them!



I attended a conference in November of 2019 and 
the speaker said these words, “Stop managing 
your congregation’s decline! Pastors and 
congregations will spend their last dime and last 
breath micromanaging their decline. Spend the 
majority of your time and resources with and on 
the youth.” 

Until this admonition from our speaker I had felt pretty satisfied with our 
youth program at Immanuel, at least until Matt departed for Seminary. 
We had a half-time position and as part of the duties of that position 
confirmation was taught and peer ministry training was empowering our 
high school students to support and minister to friends and classmates 
and to use their gifts to serve Jesus day by day. I’m now troubled and 
shaken by the words “stop managing your congregation’s decline” and 
these words are causing me to reassess the work we do together and the 
priorities of our ministry.

I’ve shared this experience with leaders from Immanuel and Bethany 
(Thompson) who have been part of the working team drafting the 
covenant that we will vote on during our annual meeting and with 
Immanuel’s council. I have said outright that this covenant cannot be 
about helping Bethany manage their decline. Our work together has got 
to be about living into God’s bright and abundant future. 

As part of learning the context in which Bethany lives and serves, I had 
a conversation with a long-tenured pastor serving a congregation in 
the North Iowa School District. I was a bit startled to discover that in 
that entire school district there is not one congregation that offers a 
youth ministry program for middle or high school students outside of 
Confirmation. It made me wonder, who among us is paying attention to 
the kids / the youth? I also though, at least in Forest City we have two 
congregations who offer youth programing, but then wondered, is it 
enough? A quick look at the number of kids in our programs compared to 
the number of kids in our community concludes the answer is obvious, 
“No!”

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 10: But how are they to call on one 
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one 
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!’ 

In Immanuel’s budget proposal you will notice a full-time youth ministry 
position. This is not simply the traditional youth ministry job description 
where someone is called to take care of “our kids.” It is that, but much 
more. It is about working in the Forest City and North Iowa School 
districts to be a missionary to the unchurch youth of North Iowa. It is a 
call to organize ecumenical efforts among congregations to connect with 
kids and make a difference in their lives. It is an effort to do what Paul 
is calling the church to do not just with “our kids” who find their way to 
church, but to do it among “ALL of our kids” who live in North Iowa.

Now don’t get me wrong, the congregations are loving the kids they 
have, but as we know that is getting fewer and fewer in most cases. Also, 
I know there are teachers, administrators, bus drivers, cooks, custodians, 
neighbors and many others who share Jesus love with youth every day. 
But who is doing that on behalf of the church so that it’s recognized as 
coming from the church? If we don’t lead in this who will? If the church 
ignores this need the voice of the church could be silent in the lives of 
ninety percent or more of our youth. This new partnership with Bethany 
allows us to tackle this issue; to take steps to heighten the voice and 
proclamation of the church in the lives of youth and families.

Please pray with me about this work and calling and let’s make ourselves 
open to God’s Spirit and it’s movement that we might serve faithfully, 
not knowing where we’ll end up, except to hear the voice of God saying, 
“Well done good and faithful servants.”

God’s Peace,
Pastor Rod

The temperatures outside have been very cold lately. Wind chill tem-
peratures have been dangerous for anyone staying outside too long. In 
the book of Daniel there’s a story about deadly temperatures: not cold, 
but HOT! In Daniel 3, King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose 
height was ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and set it in the province of 
Babylon. The King said to all the people, ‘You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound of the horn, you 
are to fall down and worship the golden statue. Whoever does not shall 
immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.’

The King’s servants reported to him, “There are certain Jews whom you 
have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not 
serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have 
set up.”

The men were brought to Nebuchadnezzar who said to them, ‘Is it true 
that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue 
that I have set up? They answered, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 
to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, 
O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that 
you have set up.’ Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage that he 
ordered the furnace to be heated up seven times more than was custom-
ary and the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, 
bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished. He said, ‘Was it not three men that 
we threw bound into the fire?’ They answered, ‘True, O king.’ He replied, 
‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.’ Nebuchad-
nezzar then approached the furnace of blazing fire and said, ‘Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! 
Come here!’ So they came out. The King and his counsellors saw that 
the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of 
their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even 
the smell of fire came from them. Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed be the 
God who has delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed 
the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 
worship any god except their own God. Therefore I make a decree: Any 
people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and 
their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver 
in this way.’

The first of the Ten Commandments is: “You shall have no other gods be 
for me.” Martin Luther explains this commandment saying, “We should 
fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” Children of God, there is 
no other god in all creation who can give us life than our God revealed 
in Jesus. Nebuchadnezzar wanted the people to fear him, but Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego knew better, they feared and trusted God and 
God saved them. In the end Nebuchadnezzar confessed the truth, “there 
is no other god who is able to deliver.” Jesus has come to deliver you and 
to give you life! Trust in Jesus.
Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

Living into God’s Future

•  •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   •

Letter from Pastor Rod Immanuel Kids
No Other God!
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New Member Class
A new member class will be scheduled for later - March. New member 

would e received on Palm Sunday, April 5th.

Let us know in the church office of your interest to become an 
Immanuel member. 



—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

You know, sometimes you sit down at your 
computer for a month, look at a blinking curser 
and say to yourself, what is supposed to be here? 
That’s me this month. For the first time in three 
and a half years I am looking at my screen and it 
seems unclear what there is to write about. It is 
February, I could talk about Love. Lent starts at 
the end of the month, I could write about that. 
Yet, even in those topics I find them a bit unclear 
as I write. What more is there to say about love? 

What’s the theme for Lent this year? I shake the magic 8 ball and it says, 
unclear. It’s 2020 things are supposed to be clear. But, then I remember 
my eye sight is terrible without glasses, and in a way that’s where I am at 
today. It’s cloudy, unclear. But then I am reminded of a couple things that 
are clear.

First, the sound system. It was clear that things were not working very 
well the past year. And as 2020 began, a new sound system was installed. 
Updated sound board, updated wiring, updated microphones, simplicity, 
clean up work, and clear sound. Thank you to all who made this possible. 
Yet, even with all this new wonderful equipment, fun new gadgets, a less 
intimidating system, there isn’t a guarantee of clarity. Sure, a vast majority 
of the time there is going to be clarity, and to be clear this new system is 
wonderful. But, every once in a while, things will sound off, feedback will 
occur, people will forget to unmute microphones, and sometimes people 
will mumble. For as awesome, and I mean awesome as the sound system 
is, clarity can be an issue. And that’s not always the systems fault, it’s ours, 
the human aspect. Which leads me to the second thing I am reminded of.

Second, God. The human aspect can make things unclear. We make 
mistakes. We doubt. We want to go off on our own. And no matter how 
perfect things are around us, sometimes things are unclear, murky. We’ve 
all been there, in the unclear, with our glasses off trying to see what’s 
up a head. Wondering what is going on around me, what’s coming next? 
There’s not enough space to write all the things that go on in our humanity 
that seem unclear, or all the times we search for clarity. Through this 

Tasha Banta

Promiseland 2020 is off to a great start! It’s 
typical to see a slow-down in attendance after 
the Christmas program, but I hope you all will 
keep your kids coming to Promiseland every 
week so they can continue to learn and grow in 
their knowledge of God’s word and join in the 
fun and fellowship with their classmates and 
teachers! There’s so much more ahead – I hope 
to see all 100 kids each week!

This month, the kids will continue in the New Testament, focusing 
on Jesus’ disciples and the theme of ‘Jesus Loves Everyone’. This 
past Sunday we had some special guests in church, one of them 
being Rev. Dr. Albert Brinson whose family was friends with Dr. 
Martin Luther King Sr. and Jr.! Dr. Brinson is an 81-year-old African 
American who grew up in a time of inequality and segregation. 
Dr. King knew Jesus and shared with the world the truths about 
His love. He gave his word that he would fight to give equality and 
spread love to all people, just as Jesus does. We have come so far 
as a nation, and the lessons our kids will learn this month have 
everything to do with this progress of equality and inclusion for all 
people. In these lessons and stories from the Bible, the kids will 
learn that Jesus’ love wasn’t only for those who were beautiful, 
wealthy, healthy and privileged. His love included the weak, the 

Promiseland

What’s Clear?

lowly, the sick, the poor, and the lame. Jesus especially cared for 
those people and tells us the importance of loving and caring for 
them in our lives too. There is a special place in Jesus’ heart for 
everyone. It’s February, the month of love and we will be hearing 
about God’s generous love for us. I hope these lessons will help 
kids learn how Jesus wants us to love just as He loves us. Ask 
your kids about their lessons, ask them what they learned, who 
they learned about and how what they learned pertains to their 
life. Pray together for those you may know who need God’s care, 
protection and love. I pray that Jesus will shine through and bring 
an understanding of compassion and love for all into the hearts of 
our children.

Looking ahead:

We will be collecting notebooks for the Lutheran World Relief 
School Kits project that is done twice a year by the WELCA team 
here at Immanuel. Watch for more information in your inbox! Barb 
Braun will talk to the kids in class in February to explain this service 
project, so the kids get an idea of why this mission is so important. 
This is yet another way we can show love to those in need!

FEB 19: 1st – 5th Grade sing and 5th Graders present drama

FEB 23: Sunday kids sing in worship

Feb 26: Ash Wednesday – Lent begins

Holiday Host Program
The Waldorf international students who were 

involved in the host family program have been 
continually talking about how great their host 

families were and how nice it was to be with a family 
during the Christmas holiday. The students truly 

enjoyed getting to be a part of the larger Forest City 
community for Christmas. Thank you for welcoming 

these students into your homes.
Applications are still in the church office if you would 
like to host a couple students for a day of upcoming 

holidays – Easter, Thanksgiving…

murkiness, there is one who comes through loud and clear! Everyday! “For 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) ““For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:5) God breaks 
through! Even when life seems unclear God is clear! We may not see God 
sometimes, but God does see us. God knows what we’re going through 
and goes with us, because God is with us! That’s something that breaks 
though crystal clear in our lives, even when that curser on the computer 
blinks at you annoyingly. God is with us, and that is most certainly clear! 

See you in worship.

Pastor Zech Anderson

Page 3         THE MESSENGER             FEBRUARY 2020



Mission and Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

M&O met on Wednesday, Jan. 8. Those attending: Pøtt Van Auken, Becky Stumme, 
Ken Korth, Larry Rieffer, Nic Determann, and Sharen Rieffer. Devotions were given by 
Pøtt. She read from the book, Jesus Calling, based on Ephesians 2:10.

We reviewed some of the generous year-end giving results: Good Gifts tree ornaments 
- $1,832. Missionary support for 2019 – Colin & Jenni Grangaard: $2,533.22, Karen 
Anderson: $3,463.78.

The Board decided to recommend to the Council on Lenten offerings: A third each to 
1) Good Samaritan Fund, 2) Neighborhood Food Bank, 3) Wednesday Night Meals.

Becky shared a letter from Megan at Waldorf about our congregation’s involvement 
in hosting international students for a holiday. The feedback she received from the 
students was very positive. The students deeply appreciated making them feel so 
much at home.

Current first quarter mission emphasis: Hunger: Near & Far. The Lenten offering will 
help with the ‘near’ portion. For the ‘far’ portion we would like to encourage the 
congregation to participate in the ELCA’s “40 Days of Giving” during the 40 days of 
Lent. Materials will be made available for you to participate.

We also discussed coordinating an upcoming “Basement Sale”. This would be a time 
for people to do some early spring cleaning and donate items to the church. These 
proceeds would go to the current mission emphasis.

Trustees
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on January 13, 2020. In December Financials showed 
income of $67,239.86 and expenses of $28,440.16 with $35,799.70 income over 
expenses. This included deposits and payments to the sound system out of firm 
foundation funds. YTD Income/Expense is $6,233.87 compared to $7,778.66 YTD in 
2018. Expenses reflect half year salary to Matt. These are 2019 year-end dollars.

Endowment: Board approved up to $1,500 to cover training in February for Pastor 
Rod to attend (DEM) Director of Evangelical Mission for Vitality. This will be helpful 
for carrying out the upcoming Bethany Program.

Property Committee: The new updates to the sound system have been installed. 
Finalizing wiring to the nursery and fellowship hall are left. New side doors with locks 
are being installed to the balcony.

Personnel Committee: nothing new.

New Business: Annual meeting is set for February 2nd.

Old Business: There was a meeting with Bruce Mielke, Steve Bakke and Immanuel Exec 
Staff in title change of ownership of the Hanson Family Life Center from Immanuel to 
the YMCA. Steve Bakke is the acting attorney serving pro bono. Congregation will vote 
on the purchase agreement at the annual meeting.

The Mutual Covenant between Immanuel and Bethany in Thompson was reviewed 
with minor changes and approved to move to council. Bethany approved the 
covenant with a 37 to 1 vote in favor of the covenant.

Parish Life 
Melanie Westerberg

BPL met Tue. January 7th. Our committee planned the upcoming 2nd Sunday 
potluck which we were to host. We then went on to discuss several future projects.

First, we are making plans to revitalize our visitor welcome bags to be given to 
individuals or families that visit our church. We have used these in the past but 
currently the practice has been overlooked. We would like to update the bags 
which would include info about our church’s activities and a small gift. We would 
like to have this follow-up be dropped off in person as a personal welcome to 
potential new members. If anyone has an interest in this hospitality outreach, 
please let the committee know and we will include you in the planning.

Second, we continue to discuss a good way to keep our greeters active and a list 
current, so it is not a burden for anyone to plan or carry out.

Our third item of discussion was to offer a mid-winter or early spring family fun 
night. This is in the early planning stages and we will let everyone know when we 
have something specific on the calendar! Lenton Fair is April. 

Board of Education
Alice Lewellen

The Board of Ed met on Tuesday, Jan. 14 in the kitchenette with all but one 
member attending.

We opened in prayer and thanked Alice Lewellen for her years of contribution to 
the Board of Education.

This year’s Lenten Fair for 3rd – 5th grade was discussed. We decided on making 
some changes this year and what that could look like. Some activities are planned 
and others are open for suggestions and will be revisited next meeting. We 
will purchase a script and work to get volunteers to play these parts and add a 
new  and deeper element to the fair in telling the story of Jesus’ death from the 
accounts of different Biblical people.

Next meeting will be February 11 at 4:30 pm.

Parish Council 
Tasha Banta

The Immanuel Lutheran Council met January 13 with all members and both 
Pastors present.

The Council approved housing allowances for both Pastors and set the agenda for 
the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2020.

An agreement will be drawn up by Steve Bakke for the sale of the Life Center to 
the YMCA.

The Council agreed to present the Covenant between Bethany and Immanuel to 
the Congregation at the Annual Meeting. Council approved a job description for a 
Youth Ministry Coordinator also to be presented at the Annual Meeting.

Barb Braun was approved as WELCA treasurer for the coming year.

We agreed that Lenten offerings will be split among the Good Samaritan Fund, the 
Food Bank and Wednesday night meals.

Congregational meetings will be held on January 19 and 22 to vote for a new slate 
of Council members for the coming year.

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY November 2019

Board notes

Prepared by Cindi 1/20/2020 Page 1
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Drawing closer to Jesus 
The word February comes from a Roman festival of purification during 
which people were ritually washed/cleansed.  Psalm 51:10 (ESV) says 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”  
With February being the month of love and hearts, lets invite Jesus to 
cleanse our hearts and fill it with His love so that we can love like Jesus. 
2020 is a leap year so February has an extra day.  What are you going to 
do with your EXTRA day?   The Library Committee suggests reading a 
book that will help draw you closer to Jesus.    

Books 
Hugs from Heaven: Embraced by the Savior: Sayings, 

Scriptures, and Stories from the Bible Revealing God's Love 
By Caron Loveless 

How would you like to get a hug directly from heaven? You can, you 
know. In this inspirational book, you'll feel the warmth of God's tender 
hugs conveyed through the arms of his precious Son.  
Well-known Bible stories will take on new meaning as you are 
transported to the scene to explore the thoughts and feelings of the men 
and women who were touched by the embrace of the Savior. Experience 
the joy of a man healed of leprosy; walk with Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
as she makes her painful journey to watch her son die; sense the awe of 
the Samaritan woman who met a man who knew everything she'd ever 
done and still loved her.  
As gifted author Caron Loveless retells these timeless tales, you'll 
discover unique insights that will deepen your faith and warm your heart. 
 

Seeking His Love  
Bayside Treasures Series Book 1 in Large Print 

By Carrie Turansky 
False accusations from the past haunt Rachel Clark, the new director of 
the Northcoast Christian Youth Theater. Seeking to make a fresh start in 
Fairhaven, Washington, she rents space for her group from an artists’ 
cooperative led by handsome frame shop owner, Cameron McKenna. To 
keep his financially strapped co-op afloat, Cam reluctantly agrees to 
include Rachel’s drama program, but he’s not sure he can trust the 
attractive director or tolerate all those kids in his building. 
 
 
 

Cam is a widower with painful secrets of his own, and when he must 
temporarily care for his fourteen-year-old niece, he needs Rachel’s 
practical help and advice. Their friendship deepens into romance, but 
then past secrets come to light, Cam must decide if he will risk his heart 
and his future to help Rachel rebuild her reputation. Will wounds from 
the past destroy their fragile relationship, or can their renewed faith—in 
the Lord and each other—help them build a bright new future together? 

All reviews taken from Amazon 

More Promiseland Winners 
Another team who won their Promiseland Jeopardy game while 
waiting their turn to visit the library last fall are pictured below.    
Congratulations to all of Immanuel’s students! 

 
Soon the Promiseland students will be visiting the library again with their 
classes. We also want to invite everyone to the library.  It is open for 
everyone whenever the church is open, members and non-members. All 
are welcome!  

DVD 

 
 

  

 

Library 
News 

Feb 
2020 

Deep in the Heart 
This movie is based on a true story 
of an alcoholic man who refocuses 
himself to overcome his addiction 
and went on to share his blessings 
by putting kids through college via 
4H and FFA scholarship donations.  
Guiding him is a spiritual figure he 
calls “The Bearded Man”.    
 
 

WILL YOU HELP US?
This month of February, The 

School Kit Committee of WELCA, 
is collecting school supplies to 
send to other countries through 
Lutheran World Relief. One way 

we can help change the world is to 
educate the children. Last fall we 

packed 100 kits, thanks to donations from people like you with a 
heart for children.

We have some supplies left, but the need is great for certain items. 
Our greatest need is notebooks. In order to reach our goal of 50 

kits, we need the following:
 200 SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS—70 CT WIDE OR COLLEGE
 20 RULERS (must have metric + English)
 200 PENS (black or blue ink)
 15--24 ct CRAYONS
 15 PAIRS OF SCISSORS (blunt tip)
 NYLON CORD—1/4“diameter (4 yards for each backpack)

We have received some money from Thrivent to help purchase 
some of these, but we need your participation to make it an Action 
Team project. Thank you for your help. It is so appreciated!
Please see the display at church to leave items and learn more 
about these kits. Thank You!!
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Altar Guild

Feb. 2.....................................................................Judy Utech
Feb. 9...................................................................Jean Yeager
Feb. 16...........................................................Kathy Leuwerke
Feb. 23..................................................................Julie Damm
Assisting Ministers

Feb. 2..............................................................Kathy McEnelly
Feb. 9.................................................................Carolyn Price
Feb. 16..........................................................David Readinger
Feb. 23..................................................................Dave Melby

Scripture Readers

Feb. 2................................................................Mary Kingland
Feb. 9...................................................................Sam Hernes
Feb. 16...............................................................Kay Sorensen
Feb. 23..............................................................John Chisholm

Communion Set Up

Feb. 2.................................................................Joyce Kasper
Feb. 9.....................................................................Ellen Olson
Feb. 16...................................................................Ruth Melby
Feb. 23........................................................Kathy Bendickson

Communion Servers

Feb. 2................................................Liz Wilson, Julie Damm
Feb. 9.......................................Joan Hansen, Mary Kingland
Feb. 16.................................Jan Buffington, Keila Buffington
Feb. 23........................................................Marlene Faircloth

Song Leaders
Feb. 2.................................................................Jaci Thorson
Feb. 9.....................................................................
Feb. 16......................................Scott Bertelsen, Linda Ferjak
Feb. 23...................................................Mary & Joy Newcom

Offering Counters
Linda Holland, Mavis Hess, Sonya Dyste, Ellen Olson, Marj 
Anderson

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich, (Feb. 
2) Stross Newcom

Sound Techs
Karl Wooldridge

Sunday Coffees
Immanuel Youth

February Laundry
Mary Rodberg

Volunteer February  2020

“BRAND NEW” at Bible Camp in 2020
February is here and that is the best month to register for Summer Bible 
camp. Take advantage of the early-bird pricing at Ingham/Okoboji and 
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camps. Immanuel is a member of these camps 
which means another discount. Immanuel’s Endowment also pays half of 
the cost for confirmation students and gives $100 scholarships for all those 
attending a week of camp.
 But remember, Bible camp isn’t just for the kids. Camps offer 
a variety of weekend retreats, one-day activities, camp for families, 
something for you! A sampling of Winter-Spring events happening at 
Riverside:
 Feb. 15: Daddy-Daughter Dance ($15 dad + first daughter)
 Feb. 28-Mar. 1: Marriage Retreat ($150 per couple)
 Apr. 4: Blast Day for grades 2-6 ($30)
 Apr. 18: Spring Work Day 
 Happening at Okoboji:
 Feb. 14-16 Marriage Celebration Retreat ($199 for the weekend)
 Mar. 13-15: Spring Crafting Retreat ($99)
 Spring Recharges: Apr. 3-5 for 6th-12th grade; Apr. 17-19 for
 6th-9th grade; May 1-3 for 4th-6th grade ($89, discount offers)
 June 1-2 Elderversity for 55 and over ($99)

And for the college students and/or high school seniors, consider applying 
to join the Summer staff. An opportunity to share the good news about 
Jesus with kids and families and have a blast at your summer employment.

Check out EVERYTHING Camps have on their websites: www.okoboji.org; 
www.riversidelbc.org.

Summer theme—BRAND NEW: “Therefore we have been buried with him 
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 
Romans 6:4

February Circle Schedule
Thursday, Nov. 20                  Location/Hostess                       Lesson Leader
9:30 a.m. Martha                          Shalom/Ellen Olson                      Mary Rodberg

1:30 p.m. Sarah                            Lounge/Dorothy Olson                 Joyce Kasper             

1:30 p.m. Rachel                          Shalom/TBD                          TBD

Prayers
Dakota, Colby, Haley Droessler and family in the loss of grandfather, Ed 

Droessler of Lakota

Marsha Brunsvold, Judy Brunsvold, and families in the loss of husband/
brother-in-law, Mark Brunsvold of Clear Lake (formerly Forest City)

Greg & Glenda Richardson, John & Jackie Richardson, and family in the loss 
of mother/grandmother, Clara Richardson of Forest City

Scott Bertelsen and family in the loss of mother, Donna Bertelsen of Mason 
City

Family and friends in the loss of Elaine (Cole) Campney of Forest City

Karen & Wayne Johns and family in the loss of brother/brother-in-law, 
Bernard Flugum of Williamsburg (formerly Emmons, MN)

Blessings & Prayers

Page 6         THE MESSENGER             FEBRUARY 2020



Free meal served 4:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome 
each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as well as fellowship 
time!
Feb. 5  Tuna hotdish, peas, Jello w/fruit
Feb. 12  Maidrites, chips, corn, ice cream
Feb. 19  Grilled cheese sandwich, tomato soup, brownies
Feb. 26  Cook’s choice

Wednesday’s
February
Menus

Let’s all hope our February will be 
a little warmer than last year! The 
days go so fast, hard to believe its 
already February. Enjoy each day 

the Lord gives you. Hope to see you 
at Wednesday night meals!

Dawn Craig 
Hospitality SpecialistFlowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)

Feb. 9, 16, 23                   Apr. 19
Mar. 8, 15, 22        May 3, 10, 24, 31
  Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: 
(cost is $100)                    

Feb. 16                       Apr. 19
Mar. 8, 15, 22        May. 17, 24

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 
11am over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 

& 

Broadcasts
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FEBRUARY 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

2 
9:15am- Worship, BOY 
SCOUT SUNDAY 
10:15am- Potluck Brunch 
(Freewill fundraiser 
towards youth trip) 
10:30am- Promiseland  
10:45am – 
CONGREGATIONAL 
ANNUAL MEETING 

3 
6:30pm- Mary Mondays 

 
 

4 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm- Parish Life, lounge 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 

 
 

5 
4:30-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Confirmation  
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth 
Group 
 
 

6 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
9:15am - Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
6:30pm- Confirmation 
Activity Night 

10 
5pm- Trustees, 
Kitchenette 
6:45pm- Council, 
Reformation Room 

11 
9:30am – Vital Agers 
Team, Shalom 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group 
4:30pm- Children’s Ed, 
Kitchenette 
5:30pm- Bell Choir 
 

12 
4:30-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
4:45pm- Mission & 
Outreach, Lounge 
5:30pm- Promiseland 
6:30pm- Worship, 1st-5th 
sing 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth 
Group 
 

13 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10:30am- Good Sam 
Communion Service 
w/Pastor 
630pm- Good Grief 
Group 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16 
9:15am – Worship, 
Promiseland sings 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

 
 

17 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 

 

18 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group 
2:30pm- FP Communion 
w/Pastor 
6:30pm-Cub Scouts Pack 
Meeting, FH 

19 
4:30-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth 
group 
March Messenger Deadline 

20 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, 
Lounge 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, 
Shalom 

21 22 
 

23 
9:15am - Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 

24 
 

25 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 
LUTHERAN DAY ON THE 
HILL, DES MOINES 
 

26 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Confirmation 
6:30pm- ASH WED 
WORSHIP 
7:30pm- Choir/ HS Youth 
group 

27 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief 
Group 

28 
 

29 
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MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5 pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Kim Severson-Finance   
      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

President: Andy Buffingon

Vice-President: Daryl Krieger 

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 

Representatives: Joan Beebe, Nic Determann, 
Linda Ferjak, Marcy Hanson, Linda Holland, 
Heather Johnson, Daryl Krieger, Amy 
Thorson, Melanie Westerberg

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


