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Pastor Rod

This year marks the five hundredth anniversary of the
protestant Reformation. On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther
penned a document criticizing the Catholic Church for the
selling of indulgences. Luther claimed that salvation came
only by grace through faith. He wrote the “Disputation on
the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” also known as “The
95 Theses,” a list of questions and propositions for debate and
nailed then to the door of the church in Wittenberg. That was
the spark that ignited the flames of the Reformation.
It will be important for us, the people of Immanuel, to revisit the events and documents and the people of the Reformation in order that we might learn from the past and prepare ourselves for God’s future. Always being made new will
be our theme or tagline for 2017. It’s a tagline that has been
used for some time by the ELCA, but now it’s time for us to
consider what that means for us and for our ministry.
I believe that God’s church must always be a reforming church. We must work to reform the world
around us, and we must always be open to being reformed ourselves. In Jeremiah 18:1-6 we read:
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and
there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his
wheel. And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. Then the word of the LORD came to me: “O house
of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.
continued on page 3

Election of Council Members
Sunday, Jan. 8
& Wednesday, Jan. 11
Four Council positions will be filled with a
special election on Jan. 8 & 11 following
the worship services.
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Budget Forums Sunday, Jan. 29, 10:45am &
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 5:30pm
This is a time to come together to hear, ask questions,
and to review the detailed proposed 2017 budget. Forums
will be held in the Shalom Room. If you would like to see a
printed copy, stop by the church office and check out a copy
to review.

Congregational
Annual Meeting – Sunday, Feb. 5
All are invited to come hear God’s good Word and celebrate all the good ministry and programming happening at
Immanuel Lutheran Church.
The Sunday schedule will be:
9:15am – Worship
10:15am – Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for 2018 		
ELCA National Youth Gathering to Houston (freewill), Fellowship Hall
11:00am – CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING, Join
us in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate God’s work at Immanuel during 2016. (Nursery child care will be available through
all the events of the morning.)
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Pancakes served up
Sunday, Jan. 29
WEDNESDAY NIGHT THRIVENT
ACTION TEAM

Come hungry and enjoy a fundraising Pancake Breakfast served
Sunday, Jan. 29 following 9:15 worship (10:15). The Waldorf Campus Ministry team will be hosting the event.
Have you or a family member or friend ever eaten at
Price will be ‘freewill’ that will go towards the groups’
our Wednesday night meals? It is a great time of fellow- Spring Break Mission Trip to the East Coast.
ship and food. It is a wonderful way our congregation
reaches out to community members and our Immanuel
Family. We have young people, families, couples, and
‘2nd Sunday of the
single people of all ages.
month’ Potluck Brunch
Thrivent encourages its members to form an action
team to accomplish a goal the member is passionate
Join us after worship on Sunday, Jan. 8 in the fellowship
hall
for a Potluck Brunch at 10:15.
about. Thrivent provides $250 in seed money (not a
You are welcome to bring breakfast and/or lunch items.
grant) to help the action team get started.
This
month’s brunch is hosted by the Mission & Outreach
The Iowa Food Bank provides much of the food
Board.
and the free will offering income also helps, but this is
It’s a great time to get together for some fellowship and
not enough to pay for all the expenses associated with
food. Even if you forget to bring something to share, don’t
the meal. We have many needs for Wednesday night.
stay away.
We need additional kitchen supplies to help prepare
enough for serving 140-180 people. We certainly need
Martin Luther Art
more volunteers to help us. Recently on a Wednesdayt
and the Reformation
night we had only 4 volunteers helping Deb to serve
Trip
to Minneapolis Institute of Art
and clean up. We asked a visually-impaired woman and
Saturday,
Jan. 7, 2017, 2pm tour
her son, who helped in the past, if they could help us.
Fifteen tickets are available on a first come, first serve
They agreed, but I’m sad that we don’t have more Imbasis
for the 2:00 tour. Tickets are $10 each. See Jaci in the
manuel people volunteering who could help out once
in a while. Some, we know, cannot do the physical labor church office if you would like to go. The group would leave
at 10am, eat lunch in the Cities, go to the tour at 2:00, and
so we have listed other ways people can become part
then drive home.
of our team. If you are able please volunteer.
If you are interest in the exhibit and can’t participate in
Will you please help in some way? If you want to the Jan. 7 group, the exhibit is at the MIA through Jan. 15.
help with supplies, please leave them in a basket we (Best to reserve tickets in advance; $10 for Thrivent memwill place in the dining room. Thank you so much!! Barb bers, $20 for others.)
Braun!!
What is this exhibit?
• Kitchen Supplies: Chafing dishes, Crock Pots (8 qt.),
Five hundred years ago, one
Kitchen Aid pizza cutter
man took a stand that shook Europe
• Volunteers: Prep on Tues or Wed on an as needed
and changed the world. Now you
basis
can see the story of Martin Luther
• Serving and/or Cleanup on a scheduled basis so
and the Reformation brought to life
you would just do it once in a while
through astonishing artworks and
• Food Supplies—Suggestions! Milk, Butter, Marhistorical objects, traveling outside
garine, Ketchup, Jam or Jelly, Chocolate or ButterGermany for the first time ever. Luscotch chips, Sugar, Meats of all kinds, Large cans of ther used art and the newly invented printing press to chalFruits and Vegetables
lenge Europe’s leaders and spread a revolution of religious,
• Cash Donations
cultural, and societal change. This exhibition includes paintBecome Part of our Team!!
Celebration of this campaign will be January 11!

ings, sculpture, gold, textiles, and works on paper—as well
as Luther’s personal possessions and recent archaeological
finds—that shed new light on an explosive era and the man
who ignited it.
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Pastor Rod’s letter continued from page 1
What God says to Israel, God says to the church. The
church is a creation of God through the death and resurrection of his son, Jesus, and the church is filled with sinful
people. Precisely because of these two truths, we must always be made new. Human systems become corrupt and
stagnant and self-serving. I don’t think anyone sets out with
that as the goal, yet due to our human and sinful nature it
happens.
Beginning in January members of your staff will lead a
series of activities and events that we think will help all who
participate revisit the reformation and through that experience be made new. The following list is only a partial list of
all that we have planned:
January 7th – Travel to the Minneapolis Institute of Art
to see “Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation” exhibit. We
have 15 tickets available on a fist come, first serve basis for
the 2:00 p.m. tour. Tickets are $10 each. See Jaci in the office.
Beginning Sunday January 8th we’ll spend several weeks reviewing the life and times of Martin Luther. At some point
during this biographical look at Luther’s life we will have a
movie night for any who want to get together and watch the
Luther movie.
During Lent we’ll dust off the Large and Small Catechism.
This will be a great opportunity for any who were not confirmed as a young person to have an adult catechumenate
experience and to affirm their baptismal calling.
During the Easter season we plan to look at one of Luther’s
most important works, “On the Freedom of a Christian.”
These are just a few of the activities that are being considered. Other possibilities include a joint worship service with
the Catholics in Forest City. We will take time to consider the
work the Catholic Church and the ELCA are doing to reconcile and grow in mission together and much more.
I hope you will consider joining us for as many of these activities as possible and pray that God, who is faithful will continue the work of always being made new.
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IMMANUEL KIDS
Happy New You!
Did you know that you were made brand new on the day
you were baptized? The Bible says, “whoever is in Christ in
a new creation.” In Baptism you were united with Jesus in a
death like his so that you will also be united with him in a
resurrection like his. You were made new.
Did you also know that you can be made brand new every day. We believe in one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
but we also believe that we can and should return to our
Baptism every day to be renewed in its promises. In other
words, every day say to God. “I’m sorry for sinning and going
my own way.” Let me die in you again today so that you can
raise me up a brand new creation today.”
So, Happy New You! Ha! You thought I was going to say
Happy New Year didn’t you? Well, that too, but more importantly Happy New You. God continues to make you new so
his love will flow through you to the world around you.
Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

In this new year of 2017, may
you be blessed with all the good
things God has to give!

God’s Peace,
Pastor Rod

Immanuel Staff pictured: seated-Marie Oleson, Tori Eastvold,
Jaci Thorson, Cindi Lehmann
Standing-Pastor Rod Hopp, Mike Oleson, Travis Beck, Matt
Polsdofer, Pastor Zech Anderson
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Looking forward to 2017
It’s the start of a new year. And I am looking forward to a
whole year with all of you. With that being said, I want to give you
a preview of some of the things I am working on for this next year.
And I hope you will read some of these things I have planned and
contact me with other ideas you may have too, or even feel free to
let me know if you’d like to help with any of these things.
Podcasts are something I am looking forward to starting this
year. I will be working on an abbreviate worship service, about 20
minutes, which you can listen to and take with you throughout the
week. I will also try to get sermons posted individually for those
that may want to simply listen to those and not the rest of the service. The point of these podcasts is for you to be able to still be
a part of the service, even if you cannot listen on the radio or be
here in person, perhaps when you are on vacation or south for the
winter. With some of the learning opportunities we are offering on
Martin Luther this year, we may also make it available to you via
podcast or YouTube if people show enough interest. This would be
like what was done with the FaithFive videos on YouTube and on
our Facebook page.
Family activities are another thing I am looking forward to
trying this year. By that I mean opportunities for families to get
together to build community. Some ideas I have so far include a
bowling night, movie night, maybe a camp out. If you have ideas
please feel free to share with me, I want to do things you’d like to

Mary Rodberg

Vital Agers

The Vital Agers’ Christmas dinner was a rousing success!
We started with Pastor Rod thanking God for all our blessings.
The meal, catered by Bill’s Deli, was delicious as always. Having
someone serve us and clean up after was a welcome treat.
The Bible trivia game presented by the Library Committee members showed us how we still don’t know all the secrets the Bible holds for us. Pastor Zech’s reading from Matthew and Luke made for a great ending for our party and for a
great start for the rest of our holiday season.
We hole that 2017 holds blessings for everyone connected to Immanuel!

Stop Hunger, food packing event at the Waldorf
Atrium will take place on Wednesday,
February 22, from 1:30-6:30pm

do. These activities may be bimonthly to make it easier for more
people to attend.
Another goal for the year is to continue working with all of
you to being church home. This has already begun with the introduction of the FaithFive. And that will continue to be something
we will use this year. Some worship services may revolve around
these five steps, a retreat for families will be offered to, so you can
learn the steps in one day instead of over five weeks. And I hope
we can find a way to include suggested Bible texts for the week for
you to take home after worship. Again, I am open to suggestions
on what you may want to know about surrounding this topic.
These things I am working on this year all tie together around
our mission statement, Building Community in the Name and
Likeness of Jesus Christ, and the Reformation theme for the year,
Always Being Made New. My hope is these things will help us continue to growing as a faith community, to come together in other
ways outside of weekly worship. I like what I have seen here in my
short time, and I hope we continue to grow together and continue
to be made new each and every day. And as I said before, this is
a preview. And as always, I am open to suggestions and looking
forward to our ongoing work together in 2017.
See you in worship.
Pastor Zech Anderson

From our ELCA missionaries…
Immanuel Family,
Thank you for the beautiful baptismal shawl and
thoughtful note. We appreciate the care and prayers as
we continue to venture into the vocation of parenthood
and ministry. Thank you for accompanying us!
Missionaries Revs. Colin & Jeni,
Josephine & Amos Grangaard

‘And there, in a
manger humble and
crude, a Baby was
born—the Savior—
it’s true!’

January 2017
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Travis Beck

It was the eve of Epiphany (January 6), 1531. Luther was
into the second decade of his opposition to Roman Catholicism, and his sermon that evening strongly encouraged
his listeners to reject the customs and story of the magi
and focus instead on the baptism of Jesus, an occasion far
more important and historic, Luther felt, than the story of
the so-called “three kings” whose memory was insignificant
by comparison and could be thrown out. The whole legend
that had sprung up around them was a lie, Luther told his
congregation. Luther was referring to the legend that the
bones of the magi, having been moved from Constantinople to Milan in 314, had been given to the Archbishop of
Cologne in 1164. A steady stream of pilgrims had visited
their shrine since then. Luther himself had visited the shrine,
and was left with more questions than answers. How do we
know these aren’t the bones of some anonymous peasants?
How do we know they’re actually Arabian kings? Luther’s parishioners could have been kneeling in adoration of pagans
for all they knew. Don’t bother visiting the shrine, Luther admonished them. It’s a lie and a sham.
Luther’s problems with Epiphany celebrations of his day
were largely due to a shift in how Epiphany had been celebrated and portrayed. A century before Luther, Nikolaus
von Dinkelsbühl had protested against the many paintings
and drawings of the magi that seemed to depict the infant
Jesus greedily reaching for the gold offered to him by the
wise men. This was a far cry from what Jesus’ epiphany was
about. The focus of Epiphany had moved from the altar to

the manger, and from kings giving to kings begging. Have
we not committed similar sins? Have we so sentimentalized
the manger so much that we have forgotten the cross? Have
we so commercialized the holiday so that Christmas is no
longer about giving but begging, no longer about humility
and innocence but wealth and greed?
The organization Advent Conspiracy shares similar
concerns. Advent Conspiracy encourages churches to resist the temptation of consumption and instead choose to
worship fully, spend less, give more, and love all people. On
their website, they point out that the United States spends
around $600 billion during the Christmas season. What if we
spent that money on providing everyone access to clean water and sanitation? What if that money went to updating or
maintaining our infrastructure? Or ensuring access to mental
health care? Or to public education? Just 5% of that cost—
$30 billion—is what the U.N. estimates would be enough to
solve world hunger; a tiny silver of what we spend on “gold,
frankincense, and myrrh” would feed a starving world.
As we journey toward Lent, what lessons can the magi
teach us? Worship fully: put down your burdens; “let loving
hearts enthrone him”; “raise, raise the song on high.” Spend
less: choose gifts wisely; free yourself from the anxiety of
holiday spending, and free yourself to enjoy the season. Give
more: give yourself, as Jesus did; spend time with friends,
family, loved ones; focus on quality, not quantity. Love all
people: give to those in need; change lives.

Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY November 2016

November
Actual 2016

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-date
Actual

Annual
Budget

Percent of
YTD Budget
91.67%

November
Actual
2015

YTD
Actual 2015

Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes

38,384.66

43,682.16

408,247.09

524,186.00

77.9%

40,119.11

396,880.49

Other Income

1,258.02

4,523.25

61,683.67

54,279.00

113.6%

3,823.41

52,048.67

Total Income

39,642.68

48,205.41

469,930.76

578,465.00

81.2%

43,942.52

448,929.16

Staff Support

30,357.19

28,598.17

304,866.85

343,178.00

88.8%

27,606.76

271,612.32

Administration

8,707.12

10,816.66

109,976.20

129,800.00

84.7%

12,470.16

99,839.52

Ministry Areas

8,410.95

8,790.58

89,402.12

105,487.00

84.8%

9,065.75

105,021.89

0.00

0.00

-12,500.00

0.00

0.0%

0.00

-10,000.00

47,475.26

48,205.41

491,745.17

578,465.00

85.0%

49,142.67

466,473.73

$(7,832.58)

0.00

$(21,814.41)

0.00

$(5,200.15)

$(17,544.57)

Expense

Loan re-payment/contingency
Total Expenses
Income Less Expense
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Hello family:

“I’m in a hurry to get things done. I rush & rush until life is
no fun. All I really gotta do is live & die but I’m in a hurry and
don’t know why.” How familiar is that feeling? These are lyrics
from Alabama’s song “I’m in a hurry to get things done”. I was
reminded of this song during Advent while Travis Beck was
doing his sermon. He discussed how we want Jesus to come
on our time and in our way. We don’t like waiting and we
don’t like when things do not line up the way we think they
should.
In the reading for that week (James 5:7-10) we hear
that we are to be patient until the Lord’s coming because
it is coming near. The advent season and hearing about Jesus’ birth is a perfect example of people being patient and
not being too busy with day to day tasks to see something
greater happening. The shepherds stand out to be. I’ve never
been a shepherd or farmer, but I have to imagine that you
are busy and there are a lot of things to distract you that take
up each and every day. So what do these busy and distract-

† Promiseland

January 2017

ed shepherds do in Matthew’s gospel when the angel comes
to them? Are they too busy? Do they have too much work or
shopping to do to hear the angel? Do they tell the angel to
come back at a more convenient time because they are too
busy? No, they stop and hear the message from the angel.
They also leave their busy work to go to Bethlehem to see
this thing that has come to pass. I pray that 2017 is the year
that you and I are not too busy with the mundane day to day
tasks to see God at work. I also pray that it is the year that we
hear God’s call for us. Maybe that is volunteering somewhere
or something as simple as smiling at a stranger.
In Christ, Matt Polsdofer

A couple of important
dates/events coming up
1. Our middle school youth group will be going to Sky
Zone towards the end of February. It will be Sunday February 26th. We will leave at 11:00am and return around
5:30pm.

2. Our next meeting for the National Youth Gathering
in Houston is January 15th at 6:30pm. This is open
for those currently in grades 8th through 11th.
3. We will be having a pancake breakfast on Sunday,
February 5th after church and prior to the annual
meeting. This is a fundraiser for our Youth Gathering
Trip.

By: Tori Eastvold

I hope everyone was able to join us for the Promiseland
Christmas Program in December. The Promiseland kids all
did a wonderful job singing and telling the story of Jesus’
birth! The middle school and high school students displayed
a beautiful nativity scene and narrated the Christmas story.
Amazing job to all the kids participating in the program!
Thank you again to everyone who helped make the
program, “Journey to Bethlehem” so successful! Audrey Olmstead directed the program and has worked with both the
Sunday & Wednesday kids. Jaci Miller who accompanies on
Wednesdays and Marla Betz who accompanies on Sundays.
Travis Beck for accompanying during the program and with
our practices. Immanuel’s staff and Board of Education for all
their help in organizing the program. Also, of course, all the
Promiseland teachers! They are so dedicated to Immanuel’s
children.
Following the program the Promiseland kids helped
host a Stop Hunger. Christmas meal. It was great to see our
Wednesday and Sunday families joining in fellowship after
the program. We raised around $800 for Stop Hunger. That
money will be used for the food packing event that will take

place at Waldorf on February 22nd.
Promiseland will begin again in January on Wednesday, January 4th and Sunday, January 8th. The Promiseland
kids will also sing again in January. The Wednesday 1st -5th
grade students will sing on Wednesday, January 25th at the
6:30 pm. All the Sunday kids will sing on Sunday, January
29th at the 9:15 am. I look forward to hearing the beautiful
music the Promiseland kids will sing again in January!

Promiseland 3-yr olds – Kindergarten were all angels singing
‘Hal-le-lu-ia! Hall-le-lu-ia! Halleluia; Halleluia! Hal – le – lu – ia!

January 2017
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This year’s Thanksgiving community meal was another example of the body of Christ working
at Immanuel Lutheran. Over 180 individuals and families worshiped and/or ate together on
Thanksgiving Day at Immanuel. In addition, 75 meals were distributed out into our community
thru carry outs and deliveries. These 75 meals fed inmates at the Winnebago County jail, Emergency Services Personnel working on the holiday, single parent families, many widows and
other shut-ins who are not able to leave their homes for one reason or another. This is all done
thru donations from members and others who provide donations of time, food or money. In
addition the excess proceeds of $2008 were divided equally between Immnauel’s Wednesday
night meal program, Neighborhood Food Bank, Stop Hunger food packaging and ELCA World
Hunger. WHAT AN IMPACT! Whether you provided a box of jello, made a pie or donated in some
other way we thank you and celebrate God’s Work with Our Hands!

�
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Parish Council
Kathy Olson

The ILC council met on December 8, 2016 with the following members present: Steve Olmstead, Kathy Olson,
Chad Benson, Melanie Westerberg, Ken Hansen, Ken Korth,
Carolyn Price, Melanie Slater, Cynthia Ryder, Stacy Miller, Jen
Jenkins, Pastor Hopp and Pastor Anderson.
The Council talked about nominations for 2017 council representatives. A voter’s meeting for the council ballot
was set for January 8, 2017. The 2017 budget was approved.
This will be presented to the congregation at the 2017 annual meeting which was set for February 5, 2017 at 11:00
am. Pastor Hopp suggested a focus for 2017 of mission and
evangelism which the council agreed with.

Board of Education
Emily Beenken

The board of education met Tuesday, December 6. The
meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer. The November teacher in-service and bulletin board decorating
was reviewed. Promiseland teacher gifts were put together
and wrapped. The board finalized the Christmas program
including the meal, decorations, costumes, rehearsal, and
program organization. The board also discussed the last day
of both Wednesday and Sunday Promiseland.

Trustees
Kathy Olson

The Board of Trustees met on December 8, 2016 with the
following members present: Jennifer Jenkins, Kathy Olson,
Chad Benson, Carolyn Price and Pastor Hopp.
The November financials noted a loss for the month
of -$7,832.58. The year-to-date bottom line shows a loss of
-$21,814.41. We have borrowed $12,500.00 from the Contingency Fund which is added to show a true loss of -$34,314.41.
December is usually a very good month for giving; but we
note that one of the Sundays is Christmas Day which is generally a much lower attendance.
We are hoping that our new sanctuary door is in place by
Christmas. The Endowment Committee approved our suggested allocations for 2017. The Personnel Committee made
suggestions regarding the staff Funeral Leave policy and this
was sent back for further review. The Bulman jewelry sale
will be coming to a close soon as much of it has been sold.
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Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

The board met Wednesday, Dec. 14. Present: Pott Van
Auken, Becky Stumme, Jaci Thorson, Ken Korth, Steve Olmstead, Larry & Sharen Rieffer.
Devotions were given by Larry reading from Dec. 6
“Christ in Our Home” which focused on the original St. Nicholas, a fourth century bishop in what is now Turkey who devoted his inheritance to caring for people who were poor
and in need…
Agenda items discussed:
Oct.-Dec. quarterly mission emphasis, Hanson Family
Life Center. Jaci reported on all the craft/school supplies given to the Center filled a laundry basket. Thanks to all who
donated items! As we finish up this quarter, financially we
will gift them will around $1,600.
Thanksgiving worship and meal donations totaled
$2,016 and was divided between four hunger-related initiatives: Wednesday Night Meals, FC Food Bank, Stop Hunger,
and ELCA World Hunger. The 21st Community Thanksgiving
Meal was prepared by Deb Fardal and many, many volunteers who donated food, helped preparing, and serving. We
served 180 meals at church, and 75 deliveries and take outs.
The board decorated two Christmas trees with ELCA
Good Gifts ornaments. Good Gifts purchased as of this writing totaled $1,010.
Fair Trade items were promoted in the last couple months
as suggested as gifts. Pott and Mary Reisetter packaged up
some of the items and made available during some church
events. A reminder that purchases from the Fair Trade cart
can be made at any time year round from the church office.
Pott reported on the Stop Hunger/Food Bank Bread Line
held Dec. 10 uptown. Considering the cold, snowy day, the
afternoon of donated bread sales made over $900.
The board discussed and decided on these 2017 quarterly mission emphasis: Jan.-Mar.—Food initiatives of World
Hunger, Stop Hunger, Wednesday Night Meals; Apr.-June—
Missionaries Revs. Colin & Jeni Grangaard serving in the Holy
Land; July-Sept.—Riverside & Ingham Okoboji Bible Camps;
Oct.-Dec.—TBD.

‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church on facebook
for all the latest news and updates!
Thank you for the financial gifts that come in from worship offerings, automatics, or through the mail.
Try this convenient way to give your offerings to Immanuel –
could be a one-time gift, or a recurring electronic gift.
Just scan this QR code with your mobile device and follow the
simple steps.
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Now What?
The month of December flew by like a whirlwind. Pumpkin pie was hardly gone when light poles of the town were
decorated. Christmas carols were played. Seniors gathered
for a Christmas lunch. Chocolate, candies, and bags of sugar
disappeared from the store shelves as the frantic rush began to get ready for parties of the Christmas weekend. We
put up a tree, dragged boxes of lights and bulbs from storage. We made guest lists, baked goodies, cleaned our houses, hung wreaths—all rushing toward the weekend. Glossy
ads flooded our mail, coaxing us to another gift, and more
holiday clothes. We were in a hurry, always behind schedule. We became irritated with our family, short at the store
clerks, and impatient with drivers on the road. We readied
rooms and beds where family will sleep. We prepared special foods we knew our guests would like. We wrapped more
gifts. Our time was spent on preparations for the weekend
of Christmas. And too soon it was that weekend. We worshipped convenient to our schedule: four services, a selection of wonderful music. People arrived and left according
to their plans, everyone happy. Families gathered, we ate
the favorite foods, played games, exchanged gifts; families
left. We hurried to remove bulbs, lights, and trees. The house
cleaned. The week is over. I am tired from all the work of
Christmas. But, it was a good Christmas. People liked their
gifts; they slept well; we had a lot of leftover food. Everything
was perfect. I’m glad it is over. But… NOW WHAT?
On the first day of the new year, I think of Christmas.
I think of Jesus’ parents traveling in the night; having no
choice but to get to safety in time for His birth. There weren’t

Thanks
for saving!
I want to thank everyone who helped us reach our
3000 Best Choice UPC labels goal. We will have $120
coming to put toward batting for our quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Please keep saving. Let’s make 4000
our goal for next year!! Be sure to save the words Best
Choice along with the universal product code. Thanks
again to everyone helping us out!!
Barb Braun
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Marge Solberg
weeks of shopping, hurrying to keep schedules and plans.
Jesus came to us in the smallest form, as a baby. His place of
birth was not special (cattle had eaten there). There was no
celebration, no party, no favorite foods prepared. The Son
of God came to earth—for us—in a simple, most unpretentious way. It was one event, one night, one couple—quietly
following the plan of God.
I realize my problem: I’ve had December and January out
of order. It is after Christmas when our work begins, when
invitations go out, when we welcome the guests, when we
listen to others and see their needs, when we share the best
of what we have! Join us at Immanuel for the After Christmas Party and celebrate Jesus. There is much you can do:
serve meals to hungry people; visit lonely, forgotten ones;
mentor a youth; help in the nursery; make prayer shawls and
tie quilts; serve funerals; teach Promiseland; serve communion. We are hosts of the party and it is up to us to tell everybody—and make sure no one is left out. We’ll be too busy
and our lives too full to ask, WHAT NOW?

Women’s Ministries:
Prayer Shawl Ministry:.......................3rd Monday each month,
2-4pm in the Shalom Room
Do Day Quilting for Lutheran World Relief:...... 4th Tuesday
each month, 1pm in the Fellowship Hall
Circles (Bible study from the Gather Magazine):
Dorcas Circle............................................. 3rd Wednesday, 1:30pm
in the Shalom Room
Martha Circle....... 3rd Thursday, 9:30am in the Shalom Room
Sarah Circle....................... 3rd Thursday, 1:30pm in the Lounge
Rachel Circle.............. 3rd Thursday, 7pm in the Shalom Room
Circle Bible Study Leaders
meeting with Barb Johnson:.......................... Jan. 5, 9:45am in
the Lounge; then beginning in
February, 10am on 1st Wednesday each month
All other ministries: contact the church office @ 585-3152
January laundry................................................Marjorie Anderson
January coffee hour.................................Kitchen Service Group
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Volunteers January

Altar Guild
Jan. 1......................................................................................Mary Lund
Jan. 8...................................................................... Connie Thompson
Jan. 15................................................................................. Julie Damm
Jan. 22.......................................................................Joanne Bartleson
Jan. 29.........................................................................Cathy Stensland
Assisting Ministers
Jan. 1.................................................................................Carolyn Price
Jan. 8.......................................................................... Jackie Fruhwirth
Jan. 15.................................................................................Kathy Olson
Jan. 22.....................................................................Antoine Cummins
Jan. 29............................................................................. Cynthia Ryder
Readers
Jan. 1...................................................................................... Marla Betz
Jan. 8..................................................................................... Brad Jones
Jan. 15.........................................................................Cathy Stensland
Jan. 22.............................................................................Melanie Slater
Jan. 29........................................................................... John Tibodeau
Communion Servers
Jan. 1................................................. Carolyn Price, Joan Langerud
Jan. 8..................................................... Keila Buffington, Liz Wilson
Jan. 15......................................................Kay Sorensen, Judy Utech
Jan. 22..............................................Joan Hansen, Harlan Rodberg
Jan. 29.............................................Kim Mollenhauer, Bill Krahling
Communion Set Up
Jan. 1..............................................................................Marge Solberg
Jan. 8............................................................................... Dona Paulson
Jan. 15......................................................................... Kathy Leuwerke
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January Wednesday Menu
Served each week 4:45-6:45

Jan. 4................................................... Taco night, corn, bars
Jan. 11................. Pancake night, ham, fried potatoes, eggs
Jan. 18............................................ Chicken noodle hot dish,
green beans, bread, bars
Jan. 25.....................................................Hot beef w/mashed
potatoes & gravy, carrots, bars
Hope you all had a great Christmas! It’s nice to get back
to normal which includes joining us for Wednesday evening
meals.
Happy New Year!
Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal
*Check out the ‘Wednesday Night Thrivent Action Team’ article in this Messenger on page 2 to see where you can participate in this Team!
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Jan. 22............................................................................... Joyce Kasper
Jan. 29........................................................................Shirley Rollefson
Song Leaders
Jan. 8............................................... Cindi Lehmann, Kathy Jerome
Jan. 15................................................... Amanda Take, Jaci Thorson
Jan. 22........................................................ Elizabeth May, Sam Beck
Jan. 29......................................Audrey Olmstead, Cindi Lehmann
Ushers.........................................................Wayne Johns, Jim Lund,
Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen
Sound Tech..............................................................Karl Wooldridge
Offering Counters................... Mavis Rasmussen, Ellen Olson,
Mavis Hess, Betty Nelson, Marjorie Anderson

FLOWERS & BROADCASTS
Altar flowers available these Sundays ($44)
•
Feb. 12, 19
•
Mar. 5, 12, 26
•
Apr. Easter lilies 16, 30
Radio broadcasts available these Sundays ($100)
Sunday worship service is broadcast each week and played
over KIOW 107.3FM at 11am on Sundays
•
Jan. 1, 8, 15, 29
•
Feb. 12
•
Mar. 26
•
Apr. 9, 16, 30

Pastoral Acts

Baptism
Dec. 4 - Teagan Ann Langerud, daughter of Isaac & Lindsey Langerud
Prayers
Rick & Shelly Skjeie, Ken & Teresa Skjeie, and families,
in the loss of Rick & Ken’s grandmother, Harriet Harms of
Buffalo Center
Leona Orvick, Kent & Carmen Hauge, and family, in
the loss of son-in-law/brother-in-law, Duane Luttring of
Faribault, MN
David & Kim Brue and family in the loss of mother, Rhoda Brue of Lake Mills
David Dakken, Todd & Kim Daken, family and friends
in the loss of wife/mother, Mary Jane Dakken of Forest
City
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January
Sunday

Monday

1

2

9:15am - Worship

8

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Council
Elections
10:15am - 2nd Sunday
Potluck Brunch, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:45am - Adult
Learning
6:30pm - MS Youth
Group

church
closed

9

5pm - Parish Life
Board

15

16

22

23

29

30

9:15am - Worship,
Promiseland sings
10:15am - Pancake
Breakfast Fundraiser,
Waldorf Mission Trip
Group, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:45am - Budget
Forum, Shalom
6:30pm - MS Youth
Group

3

2pm - NEW TIME-Intercessory Prayer
Group, Prayer Room

10

Wednesday
4

4:45-6:45pm - Supper
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Confirmation / HS Youth Group
/ Choir

11

4:30pm - Mission &
2pm - Intercessory
Outreach Board
Prayer Group
5pm - Education Board 4:45-6:45pm - Supper,

FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Council
Elections
7:30pm - Confirmation /
HS Youth Group / Choir

9:15am - Worship
2-4pm - Prayer Shawl
10:15am - Coffee
Ministry, Shalom
Fellowship, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:45am - Adult
Learning, Shalom
6:30pm - Houston Trip
Meeting, Shalom

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee
Fellowship, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:45am - Adult
Learning, Shalom
6:30pm - No MS
Youth Group

Tuesday

17

2pm - Intercessory
Prayer Group
2:30pm - Forest Plaza
Communion Service w/
pastor

24

1pm - LWR Quilting
Do Day
2pm - (NO Intercessory
Prayer Group on Do
Day)

31

2pm - Intercessory
Prayer Group, Prayer
Room

18

1:30pm - Dorcas
Circle, Shalom
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Confirmation / Choir / No HS
Youth Group

25

4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship,
1st-5th grades sing
7:30pm - Confirmation / Choir / HS Youth
Group

Thursday
5

8:30am-Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
9:45am - Circle Bible
Study Leaders, Lounge
DEADLINE FOR
COUNCIL
NOMINATIONS

12

8:30am - Women’s
Bible Study, Lounge
9:30-11am - Inspire
Immanuel, Lounge
6pm - Trustees
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge
6:45pm - Council
ANNUAL
REPORTS DUE

19

Friday
6

Saturday
7

Epiphany

10am - Trip to Minnesota Institue of Art

13

14

13-15 - 8th-9th
Confirmation
Retreat to Twin
Lakes
w/Pastor Rod

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study
9:30am - Martha Circle,
Shalom
10:30am - Good Samaritan Communion Service
w/pastor
1:30pm - Sarah Circle,
Lounge
7pm - Rachel Circle,
Shalom

FEBRUARY
MESSENGER
DEADLINE

20

21

26

27

28

8:30am - Women’s
Bible Study, Lounge
4:30pm - HFLC Board
Meeting, Reformation
Room
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
246 S. Clark Street • Forest City, IA 50436
Main phone number:
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
641-585-3152
Fax: 641-585-3087

Website:
www.immanuelfamily.com
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Staff:
Rev. Rod Hopp - Senior Pastor
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
Home: 641-581-2150
Rev. Zech Anderson – Associate Pastor,
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
Harsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike Oleson - Property Manager
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Cindi Lehmann - Finance
cindi@immanuelfamily.com

Travis Beck - Music & Worship Director
travis@immanuelfamily.com
Jaci Thorson - Administrative Assistant
jaci@immanuelfamily.com
Tori Eastvold - Children’s Education
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Marie Oleson - Housekeeping
Deb Fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
dfardal@yahoo.com
Church Council
President: Kathy Olson
Vice-President: Carolyn Price
Treasurer: Jennifer Jenkins
Secretary: Cynthia Ryder
Representatives: Chad Benson, Jennifer Conrad,
Ken Hansen, Ken Korth, Stacy Miller,
Steve Olmstead, Melanie Westerberg,
Melanie Slater

