
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - January 2021

Immanuel’s Congregational Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 7, 10:00am  (or immediately following worship)
All members are invited and encouraged to participate in our Congregational Annual Meeting. 
Tentative plan—if we are having in-person sign-up worship, the meeting will begin immediately following. Worship time is around 45 minutes, so meeting 
would begin 10:00 a.m. at the earliest. For those not in-person that day, the other method of attending the meeting will be over your phone. We will be 
using WCTA’s Audio Conference Bridge service just by calling on your phone to participate. (See instructions below.)

Instructions for calling in to attend the meeting:
Call the Conference Bridge Call-in Number: 641-591-6903. (Note this is a Lake Mills number and depending on your plan, this may be a long-distance 
call. If possible, use a cell phone to avoid any long-distance charges.) Once in your virtual conference, follow the audio prompts to add a Participant 
Code: 214695.

The following resolution was approved by Council at the December meeting so this type of congregational meeting could be held:
 C10.05.A20.  This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, including electronically and by     
 telephone conference, as long as there is opportunity for simultaneous aural communication.

Business of the meeting will include voting on the proposed 2021 budget, and the changes made to the Constitution that were presented at the 2020 
annual meeting. This constitution is available online at the immanuelfamily.com website if you would like to review it.
Continue to look for more details into January as more decisions are made concerning worship and this annual meeting.

THE MESSENGERTHE MESSENGER

I was reminded recently of my January 
2020 newsletter title: A New Year of 
______. I went on to suggest that there 
is no way to finish that title with any 
accuracy. Oh, how true that has turned 
out to be. None of us predicted in January 
of 2020 that we’d be struggling to survive 
a pandemic. In that article I quoted 
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths. 

This year I want to begin 2021 with verses from 2 Peter 1:3-8. 
These verses teach us how to endure and persevere in faith and 
faithfulness to the end. It seems to me that many are becoming 
weary, tired, frustrated, and fatigued as we constantly hear about 
and experience the continued ravaging of the virus even as we 
await the anticipated vaccine. As 2020 has forced us to clear our 
calendars of sports, entertainment options, and social gatherings 
that all too often fill up our calendars and our lives and crowd 
out Christ, so now Peter’s words seem so timely as we strive to 
persevere and endure. 

3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness. 4Thus he has given us, through these 
things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them 
you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because 
of lust, and may become participants in the divine nature. 5For 

Letter from Pastor Rod
this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith 
with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, 6and knowledge 
with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance 
with godliness, 7and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual 
affection with love. 8For if these things are yours and are increasing 
among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse three reminds us that we, as children of God, have already 
been given everything needed for life. According to 2 Peter what 
we need for life isn’t stuff to fill our lives; stuff that crowds our 
calendars; stuff that brings fulfillment. What we need is an intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Savior. He is what 
we need. Therefore, as we endure, as we persevere through the 
waning month of the pandemic, let us as children of God focus 
on goodness, knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness, 
mutual affection, and love. As Peter says, If these things are yours 
(ours) and are increasing among you (us) they keep up from being 
ineffective and unfruitful in the ways of our Lord Jesus whom we 
seek to acknowledge, honor and praise with the life and ministry 
we share.

While we never know what a year holds in store, what we do 
know is that whatever it holds, it holds the possibility of our lives 
reflecting the true beauty, love and grace of God for the world 
around us. Together, in Christ Jesus, when this year ends, let us 
look back and say, “2021 has been a productive and fruitful year for 
our Lord!

Enduring faithfully together,
Pastor Rod



—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —    —   —  
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Blessings & PrayersPrayers 
Todd Spooner and family in the loss of father, Norman Spooner of Nora Springs. 

Would you like to be a ‘Sunday Scripture Reader’ in 2021?

This is a minimal, but important, commitment to be on 
a yearly reading schedule only 2-3 times during the year.

ALL AGES are welcome – children – middle/high schoolers 
– adults.

Contact Jaci at the church office by phone or email to be 
added to the list.

(585-3152, jaci@immanuelfamily.com)

Ways to Serve
Worship on the Radio

Worship over the air and on the web over KIOW 
107.3FM continues to be an important ministry 
to many members and non-members, locally and 
locations anywhere! Thank you to those of you who 
have helped this ministry by sponsoring a Sunday 
broadcast for $100.

            Upcoming dates available if you would like to 
give in memory of a loved one, or to honor a special 
occasion, or just because you, or someone you 
know is a faithful listener. Call the office (585-3152) 
to reserve a date:

            Feb. 7                                Apr. 18
 Mar. 14, 21, 28                  May 16, 23
 June 20, 27

CARES Act Grant Funding Update

•  All $17,000 received by Immanuel from the CARES Act 
through the North Iowa Care Connections Region was spent 
by the December 10, 2020 deadline.  

Connections Through Food Mission Initiative:

•  To date a dedicated handwashing sink has been installed 
in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen and “sneeze guards” have 
been assembled and positioned to provide a safer way to 
serve food when we are able to gather again.
•  Earth-friendly “to-go” containers have been purchased 
and will be used beginning in January, along with insulated 
bags for the Wednesday Night Meal distribution.
•  The increased expenses for expanding the Thanksgiving 
Day Meal were offset by grant funds. Funds to offset an 
expansion of the Wednesday Evening Meal were also 
utilized.

Connections Through Technology Mission Initiative:

•  Equipment including, 4 laptop computers, has been 
purchased and will be arriving soon. 
•  Procedures are being developed for use of this equipment 
according mission initiatives.
•  Look for more information about this initiative in 
upcoming bulletin announcements, February’s Messenger, 
and on the immanuelfamily.com website.

Thanks Giving Day Meal - A Blessing!
Immanuel’s Thanksgiving Day Meal could easily have been one of 
the many events cancelled this year, instead it became a blessing 
to twice as many people as last year. Sign-ups kept coming in and 
estimates to the cooking team kept being increased. Intentional 
efforts were made to reach out to the community who might 
otherwise have been gathering with family or are often alone on 
holidays.

Three sets of volunteers helped out with the meal, the pick-
up team greeted and loaded meals into cars via the northwest 
elevator door, the delivery team delivered more than 50 meals 
to homes in the area, and the meal preparation/packaging team 
actually worked multiple days to prepare a delicious meal. A huge 
thank you to Deb Guarin for being the lead cook again this year! 
Thank you to all volunteers for making this day possible! With 
more than 350 meals served, the 25th Annual Thanksgiving Day 
Meal will be remembered as one of the highlights of the year at 
Immanuel!



January menus:
Jan. 6 - Baked pork loin, mashed potatoes, carrots, 
cheesecake
Jan. 13 - Baked ham, sweet potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
pie (variety)
Jan. 20 - Chili / chicken noodle soup, breadsticks, cookies
Jan. 27 - Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, corn, ice cream

Sign up each week by Tuesday noon 
with the number of meals you will 

be picking up. Church website, www.
immanuelfamily.com has the link 

that takes you to the signupgenius; 
or call 585-3152 to sign up. Easy pick 
up by driving through the north alley 
of the church and getting your meals 

brought out at the handicap entrance. 
If delivery is needed, please note that 

Wednesday
Meals
To Go

What does our Western Iowa Synod do for us? 

when signing up. Current hour of serving is 4:45-5:45pm. 
Happy 2021 to you all! Let’s all pray that 2021 will be a better year 

for us all. Thank you for supporting the Wednesday Night Meal 
program in 2020.

    -Dawn Craig

Kathy McEnelly

I have had the privilege of serving on the Council of the Western Iowa Synod since May of 2018. I have learned so much about 
how the Synod operates, what our relationship to the Synod is, why we want to have an affiliation with the Western Iowa Synod 
and how the Synod fits in to the global picture with the ELCA.

People often say, “Why do we have to send money to the Synod – what do we get in return?” (I used to ask the same question.) 
In my prior years on Council and my involvement with preparing Immanuel’s budget, Pastor Rod has always been adamant that 
we continue our level of support to the Synod. I will interject here that Immanuel’s level of support to the Western Iowa Synod 
is the highest of any congregation in our Synod. “Why do we need to do that – why do we need to give so much more than any 
other congregation?” Pastor Rod will say “we set an example” and we surely do!

So, what does the Synod do and how do we benefit from our financial support to the Synod? Most visible is the help and sup-
port when we are seeking a new pastor to call. I experienced this firsthand when I chaired Pastor Greg Anderson’s call com-
mittee. The Synod finds and presents candidates to congregations and assists throughout the whole call process. The ELCA has 
compensation guidelines that must be followed, and the Synod is a valuable resource in this regard and many other areas of the 
call process.

The Synod office pulls congregations together. The Bishop meets with pastors regularly, dispersing information, providing sup-
port and a real connection between the congregations in the Synod.

The Synod is our link to the “global church”, something we often refer to as “churchwide”. While I hesitate to use government as 
an example: think of it this way: Churchwide or ELCA is like the federal or national government; Synods are the next level down, 
like the states, our congregation is like a city within the state which is within the nation. Congregation members support the 
local church financially for the work it does; the local church supports the Synod financially for the work it does; and the Synod 
supports “churchwide” financially for the work it does on the big picture level. This might include anything from world hunger 
to missionary support (yes, we do those things too), to support of seminaries and seminarians, pastor support on many levels 
and it just goes on.

Be assured that the Western Iowa Synod does an exceptional job of making good use of all financial support. We have a finance 
manager that simply does a superb job. The Treasurer of the Synod, a volunteer position by the way, spends countless hours 
overseeing budget and finances for the Synod. As a council member, I interact with that council and the Synod staff and the 
Bishop as we bring it all together to work for mission and ministry. Quite frankly, I love it. I am also serving on the Finance Com-
mittee of the Synod and enjoy that very much.

My three-year term will conclude in the spring of 2021 and I am honestly sad about that. This is not an assignment that I am 
looking forward to being done with. The Western Iowa Synod is our friend, our companion in our walk with Christ, our support 
as we carry out the mission.

Thank you for your financial support of Immanuel! Thank you for your support of Immanuel’s financial allocation to the Synod 
and I thank the Synod for their financial support of the larger global church.
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 Wednesday Evening Meals 

Meals To Go Continue in January

Immanuel continues to provide a warm and 
delicious meal each Wednesday night with pick-

up and delivery times between 4:45 and 5:45 p.m.  
Sign up by clicking on the “Meals-to-Go” button on 
the immanuelfamily.com website or call the church 

office at 585-3152. Sign up deadline is noon on 
Tuesdays.

With winter weather conditions making it more 
difficult to get out to pick up your meal(s), leave the 
driving to us as we have volunteers who will deliver 
your meal(s) to your door. New in January, insulated 
bags, purchased through the Care Act grant will be 

used to keep meals warm on the way to your home.



Trustees’ Notes
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on December 14, 2020 by 
Zoom communication from home sign on and at the church. 
October income was $62,233.81 and expenses were 
$53,203.46 with a $9,030.35 positive month. YTD Actual 
is ($56,656.05) for November compared to 2019 YTD of 
($29,565.83). $17,000 was income from N. W. Iowa Care 
Connect Grant for Covid 19 Relief that Ruth Melby applied 
for. It should be expensed out by year end.

Endowment: $1,838.81 is still remaining for capital 
improvements. $300 was approved for a leaf/snow blower.

Property Committee:  Replace broken leaf/snow blower.

Personnel Committee: Policy number 1260 Policy for 
Continuing Education Funds was approved for revision.

Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

Mission and Outreach Board met Dec. 9 via ZOOM. Those 
present: Ken Korth, Nic Determann, Jaci Thorson, Larry 
Rieffer, Amy Thorson, Pott Van Auken and Sharen Rieffer

We received updates on the Thanksgiving meal. Donations 
totaled $3,765 (minus $500 in costs—everything else 
was covered through a $2,600 grant) leaving a spendable 
amount of $3,265. This has been divided three ways for the 
following causes: Missionary Karen Anderson, Neighborhood 
Churches United, and Immanuel’s Good Samaritan Fund.

The board discussed the possibility of contributions for our 
missionary exceeding our $5,000 pledge for this year. If this 
does occur, it was decided that any excess amount would be 
carried over to be used towards next year’s commitment.

The Good Gifts Tree is situated in the airlock of our south 
entrance. Its ornaments have brought donations of around 
$700 so far. This money helps support various ministries of 
the ELCA for around 80 countries throughout the world.

We discussed what we would like our mission emphasis 
to be for our first quarter next year (2021). It was decided 
that we will be supporting Hunger ministries. January and 
February contributions will go towards our local Food Bank. 
March contributions will be designated to ELCA World 
Hunger. We also discussed the possibility of supporting 
some family(ies) with school lunch expenses.

The needs of the International Students at Waldorf University 
were also addressed. Some pots and
pans are needed. Nic will speak with Meghan to see what 
else we can do.

Board notes

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak

Council met on December 14, 2020, via Zoom with ten 
members and both pastors present. Meeting was called to 
order by President Daryl Krieger and November minutes 
were approved.

Pastor Rod reported that he is preparing “in home” 
communion with those that would like to make that 
connection. This would consist of a kit to be taken home and 
the service would over the phone. Thanks was expressed to 
Ruth Melby or managing the CARES GRANT. It has already 
made an impact on many. Our staff has remained well and 
for that we are thankful.

Pastor Zech reported on the continuation of recording 
for services. Confirmation is doing well, and the online 
component has continued. Ann has been meeting with 
students each week. His Continuing Ed has helped with 
his work with the Digital Age. Christmas events are being 
recorded and planned for the season. He has been doing a 
daily devotional during Advent and will be continue through 
the Christmas season. Pastor Zech will start his Sabbatical 
on May 23 and be back on August 2.

Finance Committee update for November was shared. The 
PPP money has not been forgiven yet. In working with the 
budget, they are being conservative, not knowing what 2021 
will bring. The Finance Committee and the Trustees will look 
at it once more before it is presented to the council.

Daryl addressed the Council concerning those that would be 
willing to serve another year.

Board of Trustees presented a Resolution to allow us to have 
an annual meeting virtually. The Resolution was approved.
Board of Trustees presented a Resolution for Housing 
determination for pastors. Resolution was approved.
Board of Trustees presented the Policy for Continuing Ed 
Funds revision. Policy No. 1260. Amendment was approved.

Board reports were shared, and the meeting was adjourned.

New Business: Church Visa credit card was approved to 
raise the limit from $7,000 to $10,000. 
Add Bylaw c10.05.A20 for the congregation to hold meetings 
by remote communications. Approved by board.

Old Business: Immanuel has applied for but has not 
received forgiveness for PPP loan fund as of yet. Board of 
Trustees voted to designate the PPP funds as income in 
Dec. 2020 even without notice of forgiveness in anticipation 
that they will be forgiven to make our records as accurate as 
possible.

Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly vitality group 
update: Bethany’s part time secretary has resigned.
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TTrreeaassuurreerr''ss  RReeppoorrtt
IImmmmaannuueell  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh

FFYY  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22002200
NNoovveemmbbeerr MMoonntthhllyy YYeeaarr--ttoo--ddaattee AAnnnnuuaall PPeerrcceenntt  ooff NNoovveemmbbeerr YYTTDD

AAccttuuaall  22002200 BBuuddggeett AAccttuuaall BBuuddggeett YYTTDD  BBuuddggeett   AAccttuuaall  22001199   AAccttuuaall  22001199
IInnccoommee 9911..6677%%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 40,897.31 43,044.50 387,378.46 516,534.00 75.00% 65,493.72 445,112.11
Other Income 21,336.50 7,469.17 71,041.28 89,630.00 79.26% 1,794.12 42,272.06

TToottaall  IInnccoommee 6622,,223333..8811 5500,,551133..6677 445588,,441199..7744 660066,,116644..0000 7755..6633%% 6677,,228877..8844 448877,,338844..1177

EExxppeennssee   
Staff Support 33,715.63 32,814.83 344,151.80 393,778.00 87.40% 29,022.54 320,721.88
Administration 11,422.38 10,498.00 105,963.61 125,976.00 84.11% 28,730.25 120,813.22
Ministry Areas 8,065.45 7,200.84 64,960.38 86,410.00 75.18% 6,565.91 75,414.90
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00
      

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess 5533,,220033..4466 5500,,551133..6677 551155,,007755..7799 660066,,116644..0000 8844..9977%% 6644,,331188..7700 551166,,995500..0000

IInnccoommee  LLeessss  EExxppeennssee $$99,,003300..3355 00..0000 (($$5566,,665566..0055)) 00..0000 $$22,,996699..1144 (($$2299,,556655..8833))
 

AAccccoouunntt  BBaallaanncceess::  

TSB Checking -  $$4411,,337799..1144
Good Samartian Fund - $$33,,551144..0066  
HFLC (MBT) Money Market Savings Account - 0
Dedicated Savings Account  --  $$5500,,116644..3344     
Music fund 697.45$                  *  Library 1,153.53$              

Undesignated Memorial 2,527.15$               *   Int Earned 420.32$                 *  

Promiseland 2,432.80$                 Camperships 1,466.93$               

Youth Mission Trips 9,518.48$                 Mission/Fair Trade 288.64$                    

Youth   4,227.23$                Waldorf Peer Min Schola 50.00$                   
Senior's 287.34$                   Waldorf Like Fire funding 347.75$                   

Nursery 257.64$                   Firm Foundation 10,298.35$            *  

Prayer Shawl 290.73$                   Scholarship EPIC match 900.00$                 
Mission Savings -$                         contingency fund 82,400.00$             ($67,400 is PPP funds)
* denotes change in balance   

ttoottaall  aallll  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ffuunndd 111177,,556644..3344$$                      

Happy New Year, Promiseland families! I pray you 
have been blessed with the Spirit in the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth!

Our virtual Christmas program turned out to be 
amazing! Thank you to all of the families who 
participated. Your enthusiasm in telling the story of 
Jesus birth brought smiles, joy and laughter to those 

who watched it. Over 300 people have viewed the program, so 
that’s a lot of smiles!

As the New Year begins, we will continue to be off-site for 
Promiseland. If things continue to improve, I would love to gather 
together to finish out the year. If this phase becomes possible, we 

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY November 2020
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In the United States we use the 
Roman calendar to mark time. In 
the Roman calendar, the months 
are names after Roman gods. 
January is named after the Ro-
man god Janus. If you search for 
a picture of Janus, you will see 
that he had two faces so he could 
see the future and the past! The 
first month of a new year is the 
bridge to the past and the future 
so it made sense that Janus could see both at the 
same time. Janus was also the god of doors. Doors 
allow passage from one place to the next. Passing 
from one year into the next is like walking through 
a door into a new season. Again, it made sense for 
Janus to be the first month of the new year.

While it’s true that many people in ancient times be-
lieved in the Roman gods like Janus, these gods have 
proven to be useless. They are nothing more than 
a figment of the human imagination. Our God came 
to us in the flesh, born in human likeness. Our God, 

Immanuel Kids Jesus, was there with the Father as the foundations 
of the world were laid. Jesus knows and sees the past 
because he was in the past. He is also in the future; 
in a place beyond death as he has already conquered 
death through his own death and resurrection. Jesus 
sees and knows the future. 

Jesus is also the true door. In him we can leave the 
past behind with all it’s fears and failings and each 
day is a brand new day and each year is truly a new 
beginning. In John 10:7-10 we read these words of 
Jesus to his people, his flock, to you and me: Very 
truly, I tell you, I am the door for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the 
sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.

Come to Jesus. He was born for you. He is the door to 
God and to everlasting life. Give your heart and mind 
and life to him and he will bring you to a deep and 
abundant life with God.

Crossed in Christ,

Pastor Rod

Happy New Year

Promiseland
will need volunteers to teach Promiseland classes. Please keep that in 
mind and prayerfully consider teaching if we can come back together. 

Looking ahead….way ahead...We have booked our Vacation Bible 
School for August 2nd-5th. Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp staff will be 
coming in to provide a super fun week for the kids with a program on the 
5th to share with you everything they learned in the week! 

We will need host families to provide meals and a place to stay for 
the counselors, so please consider this opportunity as the summer 
approaches!

Peace and blessings to you all in 2021!

Tasha



Assisting Ministers

Jan. 3...............................................Kathy McEnelly
Jan. 10..................................................Dave Melby
Jan. 17..................................................Olivia Banta
Jan. 24...............................................Cynthia Ryder
Jan. 31...............................................Cynthia Ryder

Scripture Readers

Jan. 3......................................................Leah Boyd
Jan. 10.................................................Joy Newcom
Jan. 17..............................................Mary Kingland
Jan. 24..............................................John Chisholm
Jan. 31.....................................................Ken Korth

Altar Care
Jan. 3......................................................Mary Lund
Jan. 10.................................................Jean Yeager
Jan. 17..................................................Julie Damm
Jan. 24............................................Kathy Leuwerke
Jan. 31..................................................Joan Beebe

Sound/Video Techs
Brody Hopp, Dave Tett

Offering Counters

Linda Holland, Mavis Hess, Sonya Dyste, Ellen 
Olson, Marj Anderson

Laundry
Marjorie Anderson

Volunteer 
January 2021
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An end-of-year 
reflection 

This year has been challenging and 
refining and unexpected in so many 
ways for all of us, but the greatest 

unanticipated event for me was finding myself with a 
new job in a new town. It feels very surreal at times 

that this is my life, and I feel so blessed that this 
is the place I get to start my journey. Even though 

circumstances have kept most of us physically 
separated, I feel that I have received so much 

kindness and support as I’ve joined this family and 
helped these young people build their ministry. I feel 
like I’m constantly learning about what doing ministry 

practically means and how I can best serve and 
love. I’m grateful for my students’ and the church’s 

“grace upon grace” as we build up this ministry 
together.

These past few months I’ve been able to start 
making connections with young people and families. 

I was glad to have frequented football games, 
volleyball games, and cross country meets before 

spectator restrictions tightened up in time for winter 
sports. I have been so grateful for our church’s 

approach to the pandemic that is always prioritizing 
safety in how we pursue God together. Because of 
this diligence, we have been lucky to host a good 
deal of in-person youth group nights and some 

activity nights while following Immanuel leadership’s 
guidelines regarding Covid.  The connections we’ve 

been able to make throughout this time has been 
so encouraging to me as I consider what is valuable 

for us to dig deeper into. Some of this season’s 
highlights include getting to work with confirmation 

students, designing and creating materials, 
Wednesday night high school “If Jesus was 

serious…” conversations, a remodeled youth room, 
and a Sunday night girls’ Bible study zoom.

I want to thank this Immanuel family for all your love 
and support both for this ministry and in this new 
season of my life. It has been a joy to learn and 

lead here these past few months, and I’m so looking 
forward to what is to come! Merry Christmas!

Ann
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  Thank You to 2020 Musical Ministers
In a year with so much upheaval, fear, loss, dividedness, and difficulty doing ANYTHING 
the way we normally do it, our musicians and songleaders have stepped up as front-line 
workers out of a sincere desire to keep inspiring music as an important part of our worship 
services. They found ways to collaborate, sometimes across thousands of miles, through 
the technology now available. One song had Antonio on drums in Sacramento, Roo and 
Makenzie on vocals in New York and Detroit, Dave in Forest City and Ben in Des Moines! 
Whether coming to the church masked and distanced, or recording from home, we have 
found ways to praise God through music one way or the other, and hope that we have 

enabled you to worship meaningfully in this new way, whether outdoors, indoors, pre-recorded on-line or live 
streamed. I want to thank everyone who participated in bringing music to our worship in this extraordinary year. 
I want to give special thanks to Linda Ferjak for her fantastic work and willing spirit leading the recording of 
musicians in Forest City when I was told to stay home. Pastor Zech was phenomenal to work with on making 
online worship fun, creative and meaningful, and helped and encouraged my efforts to make music that way as 
well.  Our songleaders especially were brave to continue singing outdoors and indoors while masking, and we 
can’t thank them enough. At the risk of leaving some names out, I really want to name names, so please forgive 
me if yours is not listed:
Songleaders:  Elizabeth May, Cindi Lehmann, Jaci Thorsen, Kathy Jerome, Amanda Ungs, Hanna Ferguson, 
Quiliano Anderson, Scott Bertleson, Linda Ferjak, Mark and Joy Newcom, Renae Hopp, Lauren Dohlman, 
Sharese Hall
Soloists:  Johnny Sanasinh, Melanie Harms Espeland, Mike Lewellen, Laura Harms, Mark and Joy Newcom, 
Cheyanne Chapin, Quiliano Anderson, Hanna Ferguson, Makenzie Davis, Roo Credit, Elizabeth May. Virtual 
Quartet: Jaci Thorson, Cindi Lehmann, Ben Allaway, Ken Korth
Instrumentalists:  Elijah Alsop, Bob Alsop, Zach Lumley, Keevan Jones, Lyndee Jones, Cheyanne Chapin, Trey 
Blaser 
Easter Brass Ensemble: Cory Schmitt, Dave Rutt, Dawn Rutt, Matt Lumley, Antonio Lopes
The J Street Jazz Evangelists: Cory Schmitt, Johnny Sanasinh, Olivia Gayther, Isaac Sand, Keevan Jones, 
Lyndee Jones.
Wednesday Night Band:  Jason Slater, Matt Lumley, Antonio Lopes, Geno Lopes, Javier Yturriaga, Ben 
Allaway, Lauren Dohlman, Renae Hopp, Sharese Hall, 
GraceDrummers: Carolyn Price, Brody Hopp, Cindi Lehmann, Becky Spencer, Javier Yturriaga
Virtual Choirs: Mark and Joy Newcom, Carl Matherly, Travis and Samantha Beck, Suzi Falck-Yi, Renae Hopp, 
Dave Melby, Jim Hemberger, Ken Korth, Cindi Lehmann, Karen Post, Alice Jones, Linda Ferjak, Jaci Thorson, 
Kathy Jerome, Carolyn Price, Elizabeth May, Ben Allaway, Zech Anderson
Choir (regular) Soprano: Linda Ferjak, Kathy Jerome, Deb Novak, Jaci Thorson, Suzi Falck-Yi Alto: Jan 
Anderson, Carolyn Korth, Cindi Lehmann, Mary Kingland, Amanda Ungs, Audrey Olmstead, Alice Jones, Bev 
Dant, Makenzie Davis  Tenor: Carl Matterly, Steve Olmstead, Harlan Rodberg, Pøtt Van Auken, Renae Hopp, 
Elijah Ungs  Bass:  Quentin Anderson, Ken Hansen, Jim Hemberger, Ken Korth, Tim Missal, Zech Anderson 
Accompanists: Bev Dant, Amy Thorson
Director: Ben Allaway; Guest Director: Linda Ferjak
Sub-Director of Music: Linda Ferjak
Accompanists:  Bev Dant, Amy Thorson, Linda Ferjak, Marla Betz, Ben Allaway, Melissa Phillips
Organists: Ben Allaway, Amy Thorson, Karen Post, Nancy Farndale
Sound/Video techs and crew: Andy Buffington, Dave Tett, Daryl & Tammy Krieger, Brian Golwitzer, Bruce 
Mielke, David Mitgaard, Brody Hopp, Karl Woolridge, Pastor Zech, Mike Korth, Doug Keil, Renae Hopp, Tina 
Berg, Carson Strukel, Nic Detterman
A heartfelt thanks to all of you!    Ben Allaway
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