
THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - July/August 2019

9:15am Worship each week
10:15am Coffee Fellowship follows each 
Sunday indoors

OUTDOOR Worship by Waldorf Pond (weather permitting)

July 7  Plenty of shade, bring along your lawn chair,
  or if you have difficulty walking on the grounds,
  please note there is plenty of space on the   
  sidewalk
  to set your chair and close parking

  BELL CHOIR WILL BE SERVING COFFEE & COOKIE   
  TREATS
  BEFORE AND AFTER WORSHIP
Aug. 4  Worship followed by PICNIC
  Grilling hamburgers & hotdogs
  ASKING FOR DONATIONS OF BAGS OF CHIPS &   
  COOKIES/BARS
  Hosted by Parish Life Board
Sept. 1  10:00am WORSHIP TOGETHER with our   
  Methodist neighbors
  (location will be Methodist parking lot on east   
  side of their building)
  A meal will follow (more details to come later in   
   Sunday bulletin)

Immanuel Lutheran Church Youth 
Invite you to enjoy this annual tradition! 

SALAD 
LUNCHEON 

 
 

  
 

 

July 19th 
Friday, 11 am – 1 pm      $7/person 

246 S Clark St, Forest City 
CARRYOUT AVAILABLE – PLEASE CALL AHEAD 585-3152 

All proceeds support Children’s Education & VBS Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be included in the new 
Immanuel Lutheran Church directory! 

 

Photography dates: 
Friday, September 13, 2-9pm 

Saturday, September 14, 10am-5pm 
Tuesday, September 17, 2-9pm 

Wednesday, September 18, 2-9pm 
 

SAVE A DATE, AND LOOK FOR MORE DETAILS 
COMING ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY APPOINTMENTS 

 

                                               Lifetouch 

 

YOUR 
PHOTO! 

 
 

SUNDAY SUMMER 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

 Meet Karen L. Anderson - Chile
Immanuel’s new ELCA Global Missionary

Karen served as a missionary 
with the ELCA in Chile from 

1982-2000. In 2009 she 
returned to help the EPES staff 
design, launch and direct EPES’ 
International Training Course 

on Popular Education in Health 
which, among other important 
tasks, explores the role of the 

church in the struggle for health 
and human rights. EPES works 
to build a sustainable health 

care organization dedicated to 
promoting the health, dignity 

and rights of the poor in Chile.

We look forward to learning more about Karen and the ministry 
and health education she works with in Chile!

Immanuel’s yearly commitment of $5,000 to Global Missionaries 
will go towards Karen Anderson as Colin & Jeni Grangaard finished 

their four years serving in the Holy Land.
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Bib l e  Cam p s

Waldorf University ‘back to school’ 
Block Party

August 29, 5:30-7pm
Join in the excitement and fun of Immanuel’s tradition of 

welcoming new and old Waldorf students back to their first 
week of classes. The Block Party is held out on 6th Street 
between church and campus. Parish Life Board and other 

volunteers grill up and serve a picnic meal and Antoine and 
his Campus Ministry group provides the music, games, 

contests, and fun!

Lots of donations of bags of chips and cookies and bars 
will be needed as well as volunteers to help with serving & 

clean-up. Contact the church office and let us know what you 
can do (585-3152, jaci@immanuelfamily.com).

Still collecting
these items!

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

Confirmation Camp week at Okoboji 
Lutheran Bible Camp June 9-14

Immanuel’s 7th grade Confirmation students (along with 2 8th 
graders) pictured:

Boys in front: Braedon Appel, Owen Holkesvik, Jack Harms, Carter 
Stricker, Brayden Price

Girls standing: Melia Golwitzer, Phoebe Paulsen, Jenna Walker, 
Kalyn Hagen, Skylar Steffensen, Bailey Sobek, Jaden Jerome, 

Brooklyn Craft, Jada Wooldridge

Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp near Story City, IA and
Ingham/Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps near Wallingford, IA & on 
West Okoboji Lake
are Immanuel’s special quarterly mission emphasis. Any mission 
money given during this time and any fundraiser monies are 
divided and sent directly to the two camps for their needs. Any 
Immanuel campers receive funds from the Endowment to help 
pay their registrations. And Immanuel has many youth attending a 
week of camp this summer!

As an adult, have you ever attended a Bible Camp event or aware 
of all the ‘other’ programs they offer?
• Family Camps
• Quilt Auctions
• 5K’s
• Travel Camp to the ARK Encounter in Cincinnati
• Backpack Expedition to Rocky Mountain National Park
• Women’s Day Away
• Space for your own Retreat
• Golf Tournaments

The Camps’ websites are full of all this information and 
registration info and so is the church office. 
(www.riversidelbc.org, www.okoboji.org)

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

 

 

 

 
 
 

We Need Your Help! 
The Mission & Outreach Board is looking to offer 

assistance to Waldorf University International Students 
as they adjust to college life and we need your help! 

 

Our goal is to collect 30 new (or gently used) bedding 
and kitchen items to help welcome these students to 

Forest City and Waldorf University. Many arrive without these 
basic dorm room items. To help out this summer and in the fall: 

Requested items: 
Bedding: 

Extra-long twin sheet sets (flat & fitted sheets, pillowcase), 
Blankets (twin-size, nothing puffy so they can be stored easily 

when not in use) 
Kitchen items: 

Microwavable plates, microwavable bowls, microwaveable 
cups, forks, spoons, table knives, plastic food storage containers, 

handheld can openers, dish cloths & dish towels, bottles of 
dish soap, larger bowls (to mix things in), wooden spoons 

and measuring cups & spoons 
(boxes will be located by the church office) 

 

(Please see Becky Stumme, Amy Thorson, or Jaci Thorson 
if you have any questions.) 

 

 



 I usually write to update you about 
campus ministry in general to share with 
you the great things that God continues to 
do on our campus but in this letter I would 
like to recognize our recent graduate Saheed 
Olaosebikan who has been one of the reasons 
that I usually have things worth writing about 
in the first place. 

 Each year, I recruit several students who demonstrate 
great character and a passion for faith formation to serve our 
campus as student peer ministers. Together, the group of students 
meet, plan and implement various activities throughout the 
year and in 2015 Saheed was hired as our Volunteer Task Force 
Peer Minister. At this position, Saheed organized volunteer 
opportunities each week that ranged from serving meals at the 
local community kitchen to assisting the local day care with 
various tasks and organizing trips to various places of worship 
around north Iowa. On campus, Saheed has done everything from 
organizing pumpkin painting contest, to secret Santa to giving 
away Free Hugs on Valentine’s Day. For his work, Saheed has 
received the Student Excelling in Activities and Leadership Award 
for Service 3 years in a row and was recently recognized as the 
rookie Resident Assistant of the year. 

 As you may recall, 2015 is the same year that I started 
serving Waldorf as the Campus Ministry Director and Saheed was 
part of the group of students to join my first off campus retreat. 
During that weekend, I was able to learn so much about myself 
and the students with me but more importantly I got a glimpse 
into the plans that God had in store for us; plans that assured that, 
even with our diversity and despite our inexperience, modeling 
love and service would be an unstoppable and transformative 
opportunity for our campus. Here we are, 4 years later and as 
we begin another semester, I would like to remind you of how 
powerful campus ministry has been for the Waldorf experience. 

 I asked Saheed if he could reflect on his time at Waldorf 
and this is what he had to say:

 Campus ministry was a big part of my college experience. 
Being a black, Muslim boy from Nigeria it was hard to find a 
bearing, but campus ministry embraced me and accepted me for 
who I am without trying to change me. It was my guide through 
college, it helped me to grow intellectually and spiritually, 
provided me a safe and brave space to express who I am and most 
importantly, it gave me a group of people that I now call family.

 Also, being part of campus ministry gave me the 
opportunity to travel throughout the United States on service 
learning trips and retreats, which challenged me to think outside 

Greetings from 
Campus Ministry

the box, learn more about the beauty and challenges American’s 
still face and what I could do as an individual to create change, 
if even on a small scale. Campus ministry was very instrumental 
in helping me shape a career in human services, as a former 
volunteer task force coordinator I realized my love for working 
with people; especially with children. I have big goals after college 
but we have to start small, so my short term goal is to work with 
young adults in the criminal justice system as either a youth 
counselor, Behavioral Health Intervention Service (BHIS) Case 
Worker or a social worker, then further my education by earning a 
master’s degree in the therapy field. 

 More so, I would love to continue my volunteer work, 
even make that part of my career, still trying to figure that out 
right now by talking to AmeriCorps. Antoine Cummins has been 
a devoted, strong, intelligent and forgiving mentor, who made it 
part of his purpose to push me past my intellectual and spiritual 
boundaries, which has helped make me the man I am proud of 
being today. I don’t know what my college life would look like 
without campus ministry, but I am confident to say that it would 
not have been this blessed.

 Saheed Olaosebikan
 Class of 2019

It was a truly a blessing to be a part of his journey and his 
presence on campus will definitely be missed. Furthermore, it is 
always great to see other students benefiting from the Waldorf 
experience just like I benefited from as a student and now as a 
staff member. I’m never forgetful of my own story and stories like 
Saheed’s and stories like the many other peer ministers I hope to 
share with you in future. So again, on behalf of all who have had 
our lives shaped by what God is able to do on our campus, I would 
like to thank all the families that have contributed to providing 
scholarships for our student leaders.

 Peace,
 Antoine R. Cummins, Campus Ministry Director 

Saheed and other peer ministers volunteering at the Community Kitchen in Mason City

 Antoine R. Cummins, Campus Ministry Director
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—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

 Now that I have your attention, the Summer seems like a good time to remember why we do the things we do in worship. 
Have you stopped to think about it lately? We do things in routine that we often don’t stop and ask our selves how is this 
worshiping God? Some of you may know, and if you didn’t know you will, that in our pews is something Travis Beck had put 
together a few years ago entitled “The Rite Stuff” and in it there are all sorts of explanations on why we do what we do in 
worshiping here at Immanuel. I hope you’ll take the time some week to look at it and read through it while we worship. So, this 
month I won’t tackle each part in length but instead focus on the four main parts of worship, Gathering, Word, Meal and Sending 
and what these mean for me in worship. Hopefully it’ll give you a chance to ask the question, why is this important to me, and 
what is its impact on my life?
 First, the gathering. There are two parts that really get me fired up in a worship service, the opening hymn and confession 
and forgiveness. The gathering is a cool way to come together after a week apart from each other and come together, united 

around Jesus Christ. Starting the service with confession allows us to each examine out lives over the past week and to acknowledge yes it wasn’t a 
perfect week. Yes, I have made mistakes and sin is indeed a part of my life. Yes, there are things I know I have done and plenty of things that I’m not 
sure that I did. To lay all these things at the feet of the cross is something I really appreciate. But nothing compares to hearing the words, “Jesus Christ 
was given to die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins!” Realizing, yes there’s nothing I can do to save myself, and even though I sure 
don’t deserve it someone still loves me and has saved me. But that’s not all, knowing that it’s about more than me, knowing that others receive this 
promise too, and it’s all in the hands of Jesus Christ. And I get pumped up with a hymn of the day that proclaims this, and gives thanks to God, through 
beautiful music together. We sing together thanking God, no matter what our musical talent. 
 Second, the word. There are three things that stand out to me about this section of the service. First, the readings. It doesn’t matter how long 
or how short the reading are they tend to do a couple different things for me. They make my head hurt at times and that’s a good thing. They make me 
think, they push me out of my comfort zone when I hear things like “Fire and Brimstone”, “Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth”, commands of what I am to 
do with my life, and sentences that seem to go in circles. They make me uncomfortable at times, but they also do another thing, they point me to Jesus. 
And hearing the Gospel most weeks gives me a jolt but hearing the Gospel on Easter gives me an excitement that’s unexplainable. The focus on Jesus 
makes my day. The second part that stands out to me is the Apostles Creed. When we proclaim what we believe in unity. There’s something about a 
congregation saying the same thing together in unison about the God that we love that gives me goosebumps, especially if it’s been a while since we’ve 
used it. And the final part about this word section that I appreciate at Immanuel is the prayers. I love the prayers because they are prayed by a member 
of the congregation and not the pastor, reminding us that these are not the pastors’ prayers alone, but the prayers of Immanuel. There’s also something 
special about reading the names aloud of those in the congregation with special needs. 
 Third, the meal. This may be my favorite part of the service, specifically two parts. First, the sharing of the peace. Why? Because it’s about 
more than simply saying hello to another, it’s a way to find someone that’s wronged you or you have wronged and try to make peace with that person. 
It’s a time where you proclaim to others, “The Peace of Christ be with you!” What words to share with each other, it’s a chance for others to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus beyond the pastor. It truly is a Peace that surpasses all understanding, that only Jesus can give. Knowing this peace leads me to 
my favorite part of the service, Holy Communion. There’s just something about Christ being fully present, being connected with Christians all over the 
world past, present and future. And hearing the words “For You!” These are the words of Jesus, not the Pastor, speaking right to me, and to all people. 
How cool is that! And as Pastor, I get the opportunity to see and hear so many different expressions as others receive the body and blood of Jesus. From 
quiet thoughtfulness, to a simple smile, to thanking Jesus, sometimes tears of joy, and my favorite a child’s explanation or wanting of Jesus, a wanting 
we all share. It’s such a great way to come towards the end of the service.
 Finally, the sending. It’s the promise that as you go from worship you are not alone, Jesus doesn’t stay in this place he goes with you, “Go in 
Peace Christ goes with you!” It reminds us to that there’s a world out there that may need to see or hear this love of Christ. It may seem like a big task, 
and it is, but we don’t go it alone. The Lord goes with you always. It’s the shortest part of the service but it can pump you up knowing Jesus goes with 
you. 
 So there you go a quick overview or reminder of what Worship is all about. So what’s up with this worship thing? A lot, and these are some of 
my thoughts and feelings about worship. Some weeks one part does more for me than others, but through it all I am refreshed knowing Jesus is there 
with us all in so many ways. Now again, I ask you, what parts of worship speak to you? What’s your favorite part of worship? What impact does worship 
have on you? Have fun with this as you think of worship perhaps in a way you hadn’t before.
 See you in worship.
 Pastor Zech Anderson

So what’s up with this worship thing?

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY May 2019

Treasurer's Report
Immanuel Lutheran Church

FY May 2019
May Monthly Year-to-date Annual Percent of May YTD

Actual 2019 Budget Actual Budget YTD Budget  Actual 2018  Actual 2018
Income 41.67%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 33,558.70 43,776.17 195,013.16       525,314.00 37.1% 37,397.02 184,306.44
Other Income 2,422.52 5,025.00 20,491.40         60,300.00 34.0% 23,409.69 45,076.09

Total Income 35,981.22 48,801.17 215,504.56 585,614.00 36.8% 60,806.71 229,382.53

Expense
Staff Support 29,479.20 30,076.42 150,320.44       360,917.00 41.6% 28,419.32 143,204.21
Administration 11,255.03 10,736.50 52,962.04         128,838.00 41.1% 25,085.08 62,458.66
Ministry Areas 10,079.19 7,988.25 38,474.83         95,859.00 40.1% 12,684.47 45,034.91           
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00
    

Total Expenses 50,813.42 48,801.17 241,757.31 585,614.00 41.3% 66,188.87 250,697.78

Income Less Expense ($14,832.20) 0.00 ($26,252.75) 0.00 ($5,382.16) ($21,315.25)

Prepared by Cindi 6/20/2019 Page 1
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Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

Mission & Outreach board met on Wednesday, June 12. Present:  
Jaci Thorson, Larry Rieffer, Pøtt Van Auken, Ken Korth, Nick 
Determann and Sharen Rieffer.

Devotions were given by Sharen

Our April-June mission emphasis was our ELCA global missionaries. 
As of June 20, $2,481.57 funds have been collected towards 
Immanuel’s yearly covenanted commitment of $5,000. Thank you for 
your gifts of this ongoing commitment.

Since Colin & Jeni Grangaard are finishing their four years in the Holy 
Land and returning to the United States in July, the board needed 
to make the decision of who our church will support after June 30. 
We considered two options. 1) Continue to support missionaries in 
the Holy Land (We have done this for the last three missionaries.), 
or 2) Support Karen L Anderson in Santiago, Chile. She is a nurse 
educator who directs a training course for EPES which works to build 
a sustainable health care organization dedicated to promoting the 
health, dignity and rights of the poor. After some discussion, Ken 
Korth made a motion that we support Karen Anderson, and Pøtt 
Van Auken 2nd it. The board approved the motion unanimously. 
We will be making a new covenant with the ELCA to support Karen 
L. Anderson. (Chile is also where our companion congregation is 
located.)

**Jeni Grangaard shared the news that she has been called to serve 
as the Seminary Pastor at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN and 
starts sometime in August. 

Our next mission emphasis will be our Bible Camps of Riverside and 
Ingham/Okoboji for the months of July, August, and September.

Our project to help Waldorf’s international students with supplies was 
discussed. Gift items continue to be generously be donated. Check 
out the list of needed items and tub for any donated items in the 
office. Plans are to give them to Meghan at Waldorf in early August.

Trustees
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on June 10th, 2019. In May Financials 
showed income of $35,981.22 and expenses of $50,813.42 with 
($14,832.2) expenses over income. YTD Income/Expense is 
($26,252.75) compared to ($21,315.25) YTD in 2018. $4,000 was 
paid in insurance. Matt was included in May Salaries.

Endowment: Seminary assistance of $2,000 was paid for Cynthia 
Ryder as customary to endowment history. A $45,000 to $46,000 gift 
of stock was given to Immanuel’s Endowment fund by an anonymous 
donor to be used for Grief Management or Health Ministries. 

Property Committee: The parsonage exterior and deck will be getting 
painted. New carpet will be ordered and installed in Pastor Rod’s 
office.

Personnel Committee: No responses to the youth director position 
yet.

New Business: Krista Hopp will not return this fall to the education 
position with her new baby due.

Old Business: Trudy Peterson who co-pastored with husband Kim in 
Woden/Titonka has died.

Omega Organ was in and inspected the sound system speakers to 
be all right but suggested new wiring.

Parish Council 
Alice Lewellen, Secretary

The Immanuel Lutheran Church Council met on June 10, 2019, with 
the following members present: Heather Johnson, Amy Thorson, 
Alice Lewellen, Kathy Leuwerke, Melanie Westerberg, Linda Ferjak, 
Linda Holland, Daryl Krieger, Marcy Hanson, Andy Buffington and 
Pastor Zech Anderson.

We discussed the Youth Leader position. It has been advertised but 
we have not received a lot of response. 

Informational meetings will be held soon about suggested 
Constitutional edits.

Krista Hopp will be stepping down from her position as Promiseland 
Co-Director.

The Trustees received $46,000 for a grief support program.

The Mission committee is collecting items for the International 
students at Waldorf to use when they are here over breaks. These 
can be left in a box in the Church office.

The Church picnic has been set for August 4th and the Waldorf Block 
party for August 29.

Much of the meeting was spent discussing our SWAT Analysis. This 
stands for strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. Many 
ideas were generated.

Parish Life 
Melanie Westerberg

The Board of Parish Life has set the SUMMER CHURCH PICNIC 
for the outdoor service on August 4th. Please get this date on your 
calendars! We will provide grilled hamburgers and hotdogs and are 
asking the congregation to bring chips or bars/cookies for dessert! 

See you there!

Board notes
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Helping Our Neighbor
               The book of Proverbs is filled with many verses on 
how we should share with one another freely as if giving to the 
Lord himself. At Immanuel many have been blessed and con-
tinue to bless others thru use of the Good Samaritan account. 
The Good Samaritan account helps many in our community 
who may be in need of gas for a doctor’s visit in Mason City, an 
unexpected car repair, rent deposit, or an unusually large utility 
bills.

At this time the Good Samaritan account balance is starting 
to run low and requests for help may need to be turned away. 
If you would like to and are able to donate to Immanuel thru 
the Good Samaritan fund we are asking for your help. Please 
make checks payable to Immanuel Lutheran with Good Sarma-
tian fund written in the note section. Any amount is helpful as 
together we do make a difference in our community.



Tasha Banta

 Summer at Immanuel is off 
to a great start! We had 80 kids attend 
our VBS program where they learned 
that God is good all the time! Thank 
you to each of you who gave your 
time, energy and donations to make 
the week run smoothly!
 Puckerbrush is coming up in July and the Children’s 
Education program will host the annual Salad Luncheon on Friday 
July 19th from 11am-1pm. Join us for a plate full of delicious 
salads! You will find meat salads, veggie salads, pasta salads 
potato salads and much more! The cost is $7/person and all 
proceeds go to our Vacation Bible School program. We will be 
sending out a link for a Meal Train so you can sign up to bring a 
salad, too! We serve a lot of people from Forest City as well as 
many who come for the WIT Rally, so we need as many salads as 
we can get!
 Promiseland will begin Wednesday, September 5th 
with Family Rally Day! We will kick off the season with a meal 
and a fun-filled evening to spend with your family and friends! All 
Sunday and Wednesday families are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. More details to come, so watch your email and the 
Messenger for more details as the summer comes to a close.
Blessings to you all in the coming months!

Promiseland News from Polsdofers
•	 We Made it  to California

It has been an adjustment, but we have met some very friendly 
people here. Thank you for the prayers and gifts leading up to 
our departure and your continued prayers as we go through this 
transition time. 

We have been enjoying some relatively mild weather – mid 70’s 
every day but have also been blessed with some very warm, 
sunshine-filled days to enjoy the pool available at our condo 
complex.

We miss the community and hospitality of Immanuel and the 
ease of being established in a new community but know that 
God’s way is not an easy path to travel. Our new home has been 
lovingly furnished by the members of Emanuel La Habra and 
we have gotten acquainted with some of our neighbors-dogs 
included!

While Matt doesn’t have a lot of free time between classes and 
working at church, we have enjoyed walks together as a family 
and a trip to downtown Disney. It’s been an incredible journey to 
put our lives so fully in God’s hands and we look forward to the 
next two years to see what changes are worked in and through 
us.

God’s blessings!
Matt, Jenni, Ben, Ruby and Jax (the dog)

Polsdofer’s Address:
1647 Honeywood Court
Brea, CA 92821

JOB OPENING
Immanuel is looking for a new Coordinator of Youth Ministry

If you are comfortable with your faith and have a passion for 
working with our youth 6th grade-12th grade, this may be what 
you are looking for. This includes working with Confirmation and 
leading Middle School and High School youth group. You are 
guiding our youth as they grow in their faith and leadership.

Or check us out online at immanuelfamily.com and look under 
employment opportunities which can be found on our home page.
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Krista Hopp
For the past two school years, I have had the pleasure of serving 
in the position of Co-Director of Children’s Education here at 
Immanuel. It has been wonderful to work with our amazing staff, 
our fantastic Board of Education, and the kids and families who 
attend our Promiseland and Vacation Bible School programs. I 
have been so blessed to bring our son, Arthur, to work with me at 
church, and he has been blessed to be a closer part of the church 
community in return. Truly, if someone were to walk in during one 
of our Tuesday staff meetings last year, he or she may have seen 
up to seven young kids playing together while their parents met in 
the kitchenette. What a great community!

On June 12, we were blessed with our second son, Theodore 
Broderick. In the months prior to his arrival, through many prayers 
and conversations, we decided it would be best for our family if 
I resigned the position in Children’s Education to stay focused 
at home with a newborn and a busy little boy. I am sad to leave 
the position, but rest assured we will not be going anywhere! 
You will still see our faces in worship and in various other roles 
in our congregation. Thank you for your support these two years, 
and I look forward to continuing to be involved in the Education 
program.

Greetings, Immanuel Family!
VBS Program



 

 
 

 

Promiseland Reading Contest 
We concluded the 2018-2019 Promiseland Reading Contest 
with a presentation to the reading winners.  We want to thank 
all of the teachers, parents, and our own library Staff that 
worked together to encourage the use of the library and who 
shared their faith with Immanuel’s youth. 
 

 
Winners are pictured above; Keaton Hanson 4th & 5th grade, 
Ben Polsdofer and Tate Johnson who tied for the 3 & 4 year 
olds, Harper Harriman who tied with Brinlynn Zrostlik (not 
pictured) the K & 1st grade, and Colin Sesker 2nd & 3rd grade.   
 

And here they are again with their parents and holding their 
prizes-new books. 

 Book Reviews 
Summer of Love 

By W. Dale Cramer 
Summer of Love is gritty, and genuine, and hopeful. It is filled 
with love - not the kind in unbelievable, ridiculously simple 
romance novels, but real love between husband and wife, 
parent and child, friends, and even strangers. It is laugh-out-
loud funny in parts, and heartbreakingly real in others. The 
author clearly is (or has quickly become) knowledgeable about 
several topics - photography, art shows, ironworking, 
carpentry, sensory-processing disorders, relationships, fishing, 
and more, which makes reading the book just that much more 
interesting. It is full of faith, but not clobber-you-over-the-head 
preaching - it’s more of a searching, an imparting of wisdom, 
and a preaching without words. This is a great read that you 
will truly enjoy. 

Review taken from Amazon 

  Story Hour 
Learning about God’s Love through books 

Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church in Forest City  
Who: All children ages 3 - 6th grade this fall      
When: Fridays – July 12, 19, 26, and Aug 2nd   
Time:  9:30 - 11:00 am   

Cost: FREE – FREE – FREE – FREE – FREE 
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!! 

 
Come down from your tree and 

learn more about Jesus’ love for you! 

 

 

Library 
News 

July/Aug 
2019 
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Good Samaritan Resident  Tree

Updated address & phone number for 
Anna Marie Mitchell Dates to remember:

Monday, July 15, 2-4pm Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Thursday, July 18, 1:30pm Sarah Circle, Lounge
Tuesday, July 23, 1-3pm LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall

July Laundry  Mary Kingland
July Coffee Hour  Kitchen Service Group (July 7 OUTSIDE-Bell  
   Choir)
Thursday, Aug. 15  Circle Day
Monday, Aug. 19, 2-4pm Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Tuesday, Aug. 27, 1-3pm LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall

August Laundry  Judy Levad
August Coffee Hour  TBD Aug. 4 OUTSIDE Picnic

301 N Lawler Street, Room #11, Emmetsburg, IA 50536; 
712-415-1333.

(In a recent move Anna Marie last all her addresses and phone 
numbers so would probably enjoy hearing from you.

Take note that she can receive phone calls at no cost but pays long 
distance fees when she makes the call.)
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As a child – from about 4 years old, I thought all people were alike. Grandma did and said everything perfect and Grandpa joked and teased. 
Mostly they said “yes, you can” and “I love you.” My sisters said, “it’s mine,” “don’t act that way,” or, “you can borrow it, JUST THIS ONCE!.” Mom 
and dad were pretty much the same about everything but words were stronger when I misbehaved. At about 10 years old I started to notice ‘old 
person behavior.’ I thought, “when I get old, I won’t do that!” I saw old people forget what they were going to say, forget names, forget their 
keys, and on and on. I saw them break into the middle of people standing in line, drive too slowly or too fast, cross the street on a red light. I’d 
think “what is the matter with them?” My mother explained that their eyes, ears, legs, memory, and even their muscles, get tired and slow down 
when they get old. I was sorry I had noticed these little quirks in old people. I also realized a lot of people don’t understand aging. They tell old 
people not to hold up the line, to move over, to hurry along, or watch where they’re going. They’d say, “why don’t you put on your glasses, come 
on, THINK; why are you hollering; I haven’t got all day; you’ve spilled on your shirt; don’t you have a cell phone; did you grow up in a barn.” With 
these comments, I see the old person become embarrassed and, sadly shudder.
 Our city streets have signs for “Handicap Persons.” Handicap means hindered, disabled, but they are just old. Sometimes healthy, young 
people park in these spots. Don’t they realize the “less-abled” person then must park far-away or go home. Our churches call these people 
“Seniors” which I think means “older and wiser” or “honored persons,” but they are often talked-down-to or passed-over because they ‘won’t 
understand.’
 Most of the time God waited until people were very old to give them important work. He asked Old Abraham to be the Founding 
Father of His chosen people who would establish a lineage that were known to all the world as the people of the one True God. His wife, Sarah, 
was old when she gave birth to a son who would send that lineage through all generations. Moses led these People of God, into his old age, to 
the edge of the Promised Land. Over and over, God chose old people to be a major part of the plan for His people.
 So, how are old people treated in our town, in our neighborhoods, and, especially, in our church? When old people gather in our 
sanctuary in worship there is a large cloud of witnessing that fills the room to the rafters. Praise and prayers are lifted from every corner. When 
old people fill tables in the Fellowship Hall, look carefully at that crowd. Can you imagine all the knowledge that is under that roof? These old 
people make up years of experience and learning, mistakes corrected, techniques improved. Problems of church relations are not new to old 
people. They’ve struggled through many situations through the years. Some could be solved; some couldn’t, so they moved on.
 Retired old people who worked, taught and coached with kids, understand how kids learn and know what kids like to do. They bring 
tested solutions to problems. Are they included in planning education curriculum or youth activities? Nurses and caregivers are great resource 
persons and compassion for old people alone in their homes. Old people are no longer physically able to work in these areas of our church. But 
they can mentor and give input in planning.
 What are we doing with these old people? Are they given boring, meaningless jobs to keep them busy? Do we think making coffee is 
about as much as they can handle?”
 Old people want to learn praise songs and teach you their beloved old hymns. They’d like to hear our stories and experiences and share 
theirs of our town and our church. Old people have special love and commitment to each other, to mid-agers, to children, and especially, to 
youth of the church. And, most of all, they have been praying for all the people of our church longer than anyone!! It takes both young and old 
to make a good church. One would be too fast; the other, too slow. Working together, guided by God, the two make a complete church! God 
has equally blessed and equipped both. It takes a lot of respect and patience toward each other! It appears great to be OLD!

WHEN I GET OLD …. I’D LIKE TO BE ONE OF THEM!!

When I Get Old....
Marge Solberg

July/August Circle Schedule
Thursday, July 18              Location/Hostess             L esson Leader                
1:30 p.m. Sarah                 Lounge/Joyce Kasper                     Joan Hansen

Thursday, Aug. 15             Location/Hostess              Lesson Leader                
9:30 a.m. Martha               Shalom                                           
1:30 p.m. Sarah                 Lounge/ Alice Jones                         Joan Hansen
1:30 p.m. Rachel                Shalom/Mary Schaefer                   Ardele Osnes



—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —  —   —   —   —   —   —

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29
Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$100)
July 7
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am 
over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts

Free community meal served each week 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. All are welcome for a tasty, homecooked meal as well as fellowship 
time!
July 3               Cook’s choice
July 10             Chef salad bar, angel food cake & strawberries
July 17             Hamburger gravy & potatoes, baked beans, brownies
July 24             BBQ pulled pork sandwich, sweet corn, grape jello
July 31             Goulash, carrots, banana vanilla pudding
 
August 7          Cold cuts sandwich bar, green beans, cake
August 14        Maidrites, chips, ice cream
August 21        Hot dog bar, baked beans, chocolate-vanilla swirl pudding
August 28        Taco bar, watermelon

Wishing everyone a great summer 
filled with vacations, ball games, grill 

outs and family fun!
Stop by on Wednesday evenings for 

supper served 4:30-6:30. Hope to 
see you all ~ Happy 4th of July!

God bless, 
Dawn Craig, 

Hospitality Specialist

Wednesday’s
July/August

Menus

 Following Jesus; Living Hope, was the theme of WIS assembly in May attended by Pastor Rod and 
Renae, Pastor Zech & Mindy, Daryl and Tammy Krieger, Kathy McNelly, Cynthia Ryder, and Carolyn 
Price

The highlight of the weekend was the election of the bishop. We were blessed to have several 

pastors desiring to serve. Rev. Lorna Halaas was elected to serve the next 6 years.

The 2020 budget was passed. The treasurer noted 

that giving would need to increase 30% to meet 

budget.  

The worship band comprised of talented ministers added enthusiasm to the assembly.

Motion presented to have a task team study the viability of the current synod structure which 
was defeated. Motion presented to have churchwide assess the current structure of 65 synods 
which was passed to 2019 churchwide assembly agenda. Another motion sent to churchwide was 
protecting the human rights of Palestinian children.

The assembly speaker stated that hope is: expecting the future, depending on God, and waiting 
with patience.

Pastor Zech assisted Bishop Rodger Prois serving the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
August 5-10, Milwaukee

WE ARE CHURCH is the theme for the upcoming Churchwide Assembly held every three years. Pastor Rod will be 
attending Churchwide in Milwaukee before ending his time on sabbatical.

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly is the primary decision-making body of the church. When the Assembly convenes, voting members will hear 
reports and review the work of churchwide officers and leaders, establish ELCA churchwide policy, worship together, adopt a budget, and other 
business related to the ELCA organization. An important highlight responsibility of the Assembly will be the election of the Presiding Bishop.

In Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s words: When members of the assembly participate in and make decisions about the mission and ministry of 
the ELCA: We are church. We are Lutheran. We are church together. We are church for the sake of the world.

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —  —   —   —   —   —   —
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Altar Guild
July 7...................................................................................Sara Uetz
July 14 ....................................................................Jeanette Neuman
July 21 .................................................................................Sara Uetz
July 28 ....................................................................Jeanette Neuman
August 4 ...........................................................................Julie Damm
August 11...................................................................Kathy Leuwerke
August 18 .........................................................................Julie Damm
August 25 ..................................................................Kathy Leuwerke

Assisting Ministers
July 7...........................................................................Kathy McEnelly
July 14 ...........................................................................Carolyn Price
July 21..............................................................................Dave Melby
July 28 ...........................................................................Joan Hansen
August 4 .....................................................................Kathy McEnelly
August 11......................................................................Cynthia Ryder
August 18 ..................................................................... Carolyn Price 
August 25 .................................................................David Readinger

Scripture Readers

July 7..................................................................................Ray Beebe
July 14 ............................................................................Bruce Mielke
July 21..............................................................................Ken Hansen
July 28 ............................................................................Joy Newcom
August 4 ......................................................................Carolynn Korth
August 11..................................................................David Readinger
August 18 ..................................................................Steve Olmstead 
August 25 .......................................................................Shelby Korth

Communion Set Up
July 7.................................................................................Ruth Melby
July 14.....................................................................Kathy Bendickson
July 21...............................................................................Ellen Olson
July 28 .........................................................................Sue Moklestad
August 4 ............................................................................Ruth Melby
August 11..........................................................................Barb Lovick

August 18..........................................................................Alice Jones
August 25 .....................................................................Joyce Kasper

Communion Servers
July 7...........................................................Joan Hansen, Judy Utech
July 14 .............................................Jan Buffington, Keila Buffington
July 21...........................................Marlene Faircloth, Scott Fruhwirth
July 28 .......................................................Carolyn Price, Leah Boyd
August 4 .................................................................Ken & Cindy Korth 
August 11..........................................Joan Langerud, Kathy McEnelly
August 18 ..................................................Joy Newcom, Bill Krahling
August 25 ................................Harlan Rodberg, Melanie Westerberg

Song Leaders 
July 7.........................................................................Makenzie Davis
July 14 .............................................Cindi Lehmann, Makenzie Davis
July 21 ................................................................Mark & Joy Newcom
July 28 ..........................................................................Kathy Jerome
August 4 ................................................Scott Bertelsen, Linda Ferjak
August 11................................................Kathy Jerome, Jaci Thorson
August 18 ....................................................................................TBD
August 25............................................................Mark & Joy Newcom

Offering Counters
July-August 

Betty Olson, Betty Soderling, Mary Farland, Marj Anderson, Betty 
Nelson

Ushers
July                                  Jim Lund, Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen
August      Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich

Special Music opportunities are open for the months 
of July and August
If you would like to share a solo or small group song,
please let Ben Allaway know at benlmnop@aol.com or call 515-
720-1038.

Volunteer July/August 2019

Blessings & Prayers
Wedding
June 22 Jeff & Jean (Sobek) Larson

Prayers 

Dan & Kim Langfald and family in the loss of mother, JoAnn Langfald of 
Mason City, formerly Forest City

Dick & Vera Hynes and family in the loss of sister-in-law, Eileen Fibelstad of 
Lewiston, ID

Family & friends in the loss of Norma King of Forest City

LeAnn Doyle, Eric Doyle, and family in the loss of father/grandfather Keith 
Hagenson of Buffalo Center

Dan & Sheri Rosacker and family in the loss of Dan’s mother Dorthea 
Rosacker of Emmetsburg, formerly Ruthven

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

I want to thank those who sent cards, stopped by, and prayed for me this 
spring during my recovery time at home. Thanks to Leah & Neil Boyd and 
Cindi Lehmann and the Confirmation students for food and homemade 
chicken noodle soup.

Thank you so much!
Shirley Rollefson

Sincere thanks to our Immanuel Family for all of the cards, calls, food, gifts 
and most importantly your prayers throughout my recovery.    I hope to be 
back in church in just a few more weeks.
   Karen Monson (& John, too)

Thank yous
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July 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm – Parish Life Board, 
lounge 
 

3 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 

 

4 
Closed for the 4th 

5 6 

7 
9:15am- OUTDOOR 
Worship, by Waldorf 
Pond (weather 
permitting, bring a lawn 
chair) COFFEE & Treats 
served before and after 

 

8 
5:30pm- Trustees 
kitchenette 
6:30pm- Council, 
Reformation  

 

9 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
4:30pm – Children’s 
Education board, 
Kitchenette 

 

10 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 
4:45pm- M&O board, 
Lounge 

 

11 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
10:30am- Good Samaritan 
Communion Service, 
w/pastor 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

 

12 
9:30-11am- Story 
Hour 

13 

14 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 
 

15 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 

16 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
w/pastor 

 

17 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 

 

18 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, 
Lounge 

 

19 
9:30-11am- Story 
Hour 
11am-1pm- Salad 
Luncheon 

20 

21 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 
 
  

22 23 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 

 

24 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 

 

25 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

 

26 
9:30-11am- Story 
Hour 

27 

28 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 

29 
 

30 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 

 

31 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 
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August 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday nSaturday 

    1 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 

 

2 
9:30-11am- Story 
Hour 

3 

4 
9:15am- OUTDOOR Worship, 
by Waldorf Pond (weather 
permitting, bring a lawn 
chair),  
10:15am- OUTDOOR picnic – 
burgers & hotdogs (bring 
chips, bars, or cookies) 

5 
ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly in Milwaukee 
(Pastor Rod attending) 
 

6 
ELCA Assembly  
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm – Parish Life Board, 
lounge 
 

7 
ELCA Assembly  
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 

 

8 
ELCA Assembly  
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
10:30am Good Sam 
Communion Service 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

 

9 
ELCA Assembly  
 

10 
ELCA Assembly  
 

11 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
Pastor Rod sabbatical 
concludes 

 

12 
5:30pm- Trustees 
kitchenette 
6:30pm- Council, 
Reformation  

 

13 
9:30pm- Vital Agers Task 
Team, Shalom 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
4:30pm – Children’s 
Education board, 
Kitchenette 

 

14 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 
4:45pm- M&O board, 
Lounge 

 

15 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, Lounge 

 

16 17 

18 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 

 
 

19 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 
 

20 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
w/pastor  
(SEPT Messenger Deadline) 

 

21 
4:30-6:30pm- 
Community meal 
served, FH 

 

22 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

 
 

23 24 
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MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 4:30pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Cindi Lehmann-Finance   
      cindi@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

President: Andy Buffingon

Vice-President: Daryl Krieger 

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 

Representatives: Joan Beebe, Nic Determann, 
Linda Ferjak, Marcy Hanson, Linda Holland, 
Heather Johnson, Daryl Krieger, Amy 
Thorson, Melanie Westerberg

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


