THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa — March 2017

Mid-week
Lenten Services
12:10 & 6:30

13th Month Initiative

Will you accept the challenge?
We all know that there are 12 months in the calendar
year. So what's this 13th month thing?
Well, in order to meet our budget for 2017, we need to
increase giving to meet expenses. The idea of adding another month of giving has been proposed and here's how that
could be accomplished.
Determine your regular monthly contribution to Immanuel. You can use the yearly statement you got in the mail last
month. Let's say your contribution to Immanuel in 2016 was
$1,800.00. If you divide that by 12, your average monthly
giving was $150.00. The challenge then is to increase your
annual giving by just $150.00.
Since it's February (nearly March), you would have 11 (or
really 10) months to get that extra $150.00 in. Let's say that
you will commit to giving an extra $150.00 in the remaining 10 months (March-December). $150.00 divided by 10 is
$15.00 per month to make that goal.
If you prefer to work off of your average weekly contribution and you know that you routinely give $50.00 per week,
you need to take $50.00 x 4.33 (average number of Sundays
per month), so $50.00 x 4.33 = $216.50 additional giving for
the yea
Take that $216.50 and divide it by 10 months (Mar – Dec)
and you get $21.65 per month. Further divide that amount
of $21.65 by 4.33 and you need to add $5.00 per week to
make the goal.
We can do this! Let's keep our ministry at Immanuel
strong!
Kathy Olson, Congregation President

Index
Summer Camp/Lilly Order/Wednesday menu................. 2
Pastor Rod...................................................................................... 3
Pastor Zech/Vital Agers............................................................. 4
Travis / Financials......................................................................... 5
Youth Ministry, Promiseland................................................... 6
Library.............................................................................................. 7
Council/Boards Pastor Acts...................................................... 8
Annual Congretional Meeting Minutes............................... 8
Prayer Team/ Pastor Acts/Circles............................................ 9
Volunteers....................................................................................10
March Calendar..........................................................................11

This year marks the international observance of the
500th anniversary of the Reformation. In honor of that anniversary, our midweek Lenten services will be built around
Luther’s Small Catechism. Luther intended for the home to
be the place where faith was first shared and taught. To that
end he created the Small Catechism: a simple explanation of
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Sacraments. He included basic prayers for morning and
evening, and suggested ways to worship, praise, and revere
God during each part of our day.
Our Wednesday services (12:10pm and 6:30pm) will use
scripture readings from the daily lectionary (usually those
appointed for the Wednesdays of each week in Lent) or passages referred to in the Small Catechism itself. The first week
of this series sets the stage with the handing down of the
Ten Commandments in Exodus. The following weeks look at
each major section of the Small Catechism in turn: the Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion. Studying
the Small Catechism offers a way of growing closer to God
by thinking on God’s word and the basics of our faith. We
will supplement this worship series with an in-depth study
of that week’s portion of the catechism on Sunday mornings
at 10:40.

		
		

12:10pm & 6:30pm
Ash Wednesday Worship

Remember that you are dust,
And to dust you shall return.
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Here We
Walk!

Pick up your map at church and journey with Martin
Luther as we learn more about the significant places in his
life and reflect on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
Starting on Ash Wednesday, March 1st we begin tracking
our physical activity in 15 minute increments on a map from
Eisleben to Whittenburg. (Anything counts from walking,
swimming or yoga) Turn in your map to the church office by
Thursday, April 20th. Let others know that Lutheran’s don’t
just stand around. We are always on the move!
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Summer Camps
It feels like spring is right around the corner which means,
summer will soon be here! In March, both Riverside and Ingham
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps will be coming to visit Immanuel to
talk about their Bible Camps.
On Wednesday March 1st, Riverside Camp Program Coordinator Chris Dahl will be at Immanuel. He will be meeting with the
Promiseland kids at 5:40 pm in the Sanctuary. He will be leading
a few camp songs, showing their Riverside promotion video and
talking about upcoming camp opportunities. All parents and congregational members are also welcome to attend. His presentation is scheduled to last from 5:40-6:00 pm.
Then on Wednesday March 15th, Ingham Okoboji Camp Staff
Sara Huetinck will be at Immanuel. She will have a presentation
during Worship at 6:30 pm. She will be discussing upcoming camp
opportunities at Ingham Okoboji. Everyone is encouraged to attend Worship to hear about the happenings at Ingham Okoboji.

‘2nd Sunday’ Potluck Brunch
BAND

Join us after worship on Sunday, March 12 in the fellowship hall for a Potluck Brunch at 10:15.
You are welcome to bring breakfast and/or lunch items.
This month’s brunch is hosted by the Education Board.
It’s a great time to get together for some good food and
fellowship. Even if you can’t bring, or forget, don’t stay away.

A Tradition of Musical Excellence and Community
March 16 Artist
Series Concert

]r} A ]r}

Waldorf Community
Artist
brings Paul
Schrage,
If you
likeSeries
playing
now...
Classical & jazz pianist to the stage on Thursday, March 16 at
then
keep
tradition
7pm, Odvin Hagen
Recital
Hall onYOUR
the Waldorf
Campus.
This recital going
has something
for
everybody.
In the first
at Waldorf University
half, pianist Paul Schrage performs works by Beethoven and
and
become
part of
ours!and
Chopin. Then, Paul
is joined
by BassistaGraydon
Peterson
drummer Mac Santiago for an electrifying set.
Tickets are available at the door - $10 for adults, $5 for students.

March Wednesday Menu

Served each week 4:45-6:45
Mar. 1....................................................... Soups, bread, bars
Mar. 8......................................... Hot beef, green beans, bars
Mar. 15..................................................... Soups, bread, bars
Mar. 22............Ham, cheesy hash browns, corn, bread, bars
Mar. 29..................................................... Soups, bread, bars
Remember what Christ did for us during this Lenten season.
What will you give up? Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal
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Letter From Pastor�Rod
The Garden Plot
March 2017
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First Communion Class for Fifth Graders

Once it’s determined that there will be a
garden plot, several things are necessary. Decisions will need to be made about location,
content, and overall philosophy. Will chemicals, or fertilizers be used or will a method of
organic be employed?
The same is true in regards to faith. Once
faith in God comes as a gift of God through
the power of the Holy Spirit, then decisions
need to be made. How and where will I pracPastor Rod
tice my faith? Will it be a dynamic faith or a
stagnant faith?
Spring-like temperatures have been teasing us lately, but with
them we know gardening decisions will need to be made soon.
In this year of the 500th anniversary of the reformation, we’ve
chosen the theme, always being made new” and with it come
decisions about our own efforts in that newness. In gardening
and faith the goal is the same: growth.
The goal in gardening isn’t bigger plants. In fact, if a plant
is putting all its energy into growing bigger it will probably produce less fruit. The goal is a strong and vigorous plant that can
produce much fruit. The same is true in faith. The goal of faith
isn’t to grow a big faith. We have faith in proportion to what
God has given us. Instead the goal is a strong and vibrant faith
that produces much fruit. What is that fruit?
The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians 5, “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control.” Jesus tells us that faith the size of a
mustard seed can move mountains and change the world. The
goal is a strong vibrant faith no matter what its size that produces much fruit; fruit that serves our neighbor and glorifies
our Father in heaven.
During Lent we have chosen to fertilize your faith with a
study of Luther’s Small Catechism. It contains blessings and
promises from God’s word in the form of the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed, and the Sacraments. These are the fundamentals of our faith and I hope that
you will decide to spend some time with your fellow plants in
God’s garden exposing your roots to God’s words and blessings through this refresher course so that together, the garden
called Immanuel in Forest City will grow in love and service to
each other and in good works that glorify our heavenly father.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Rod

Again this year Pastor Zech and I will meet with our fifth
graders to teach them about the blessings and gift of Holy
Communion. Even though many of our fifth graders are already
communing regularly we want them to come to these classes
to learn more about the wonderful gift Holy Communion is and
about our marvelous God who gave this gift.
Class is scheduled for Tuesday April 4th and 11th from 3:30 to
5:00 in the Shalom Room. Parents should plan to arrive at 5:00
P.M. on the 11th for a thirty minute session with their child that
will conclude at 5:30. On Maundy Thursday we will ask parents
of fifth graders to wash their children’s feet during worship as
a demonstration of Jesus washing his disciple’s feet and telling
them to go and do likewise. It’s a great way for parents to encourage their children to become servants of others and imitators of Jesus.
Pastor Rod

IMMANUEL KIDS
Baby teeth are pushed out by and replaced by adult teeth
and old leaves are pushed off the branch and replaced by new
leaves. Both the adult teeth and the new leaves bring new life.
During Lent we talk a lot about prayer, fasting, and giving.
To practice these disciplines of lent is to let them push us out of
old habits and push us into new, life-giving practices.
To pray for ten minutes each day means that you will have
ten less minutes for something else – yet prayer strengthens
our relationship with Jesus. To fast means that we skip a meal
or several meals in a row. If we skip meals for too long a time
we will die, but to skip a few meals in a row means that we will
gain an appreciation for the hungry and the needy in our world
and may just have compassion on them and share more fully.
To give a special offering to others means that we have less to
spend on ourselves. This helps us remember that we truly can
trust God to give us all we need.
As Lent comes and Spring along with it take a look at the
lilies of the field and the birds of the air. The lilies neither toil
nor spin and your heavenly Father clothes them more brilliantly
than greatest kings and queens on earth. Also, the birds of the
air neither toil nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not more valuable than them?
Dear friends, remember that God loves you and preserves your
life. When one door closes ano Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod
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Check Out
Our Website
Updates

If you have been following what happened at this year’s
annual meeting, you know that the staff has worked hard
to get the website updated. And at the annual meeting we
showed off some of the features and highlights. In case you
were unable to attend, or would like a refresher I am going
to highlight a couple of areas that may be of interest to you.
And of course, feel free to explore it on your own on your
computer, tablet or smart phone.
The first thing to highlight is the main page, the home
page. This page has almost everything you may be looking
for in a short amount of time. Important announcements,
like cancellations, will be one of the first things you see. Our
worship times and contact information are on the front page
for you, and visitors to know what is happening and when.
The Immanuel happenings, is set up to have the five most
recent media posts. This includes recent sermons, adult education, like the current Luther study, and the messenger. We
also have a daily devotion provided by Luther Seminary if
you want a quick devotion for your day. And finally, the activities calendar, and it is now listed in order of events so you
have a better idea of what is happening and when.
For those interested in what is going on with the youth,
we have updated out Promiseland pages as well as the Middle School and High School pages. Here you will find more
information on the program, but more importantly, a calendar of events for each age range. We hope this will help
parents, and other family members, to keep track of what is
happening and when. And for adults, we have updated what
sort of education and event opportunities we have. Including Bibles study, Vital Agers, and the new Inspire Immanuel.
On our page, you can find ways to volunteer your time, ways
to give financially online, and information on why we do
what we do. This includes worship information, some background on what we believe as Lutherans, important dates
in our history as Immanuel, the story behind our stain glass
windows, and ways to contact members of the staff individually.
We have a lot of media options available now. You can
download recent bulletins, Messengers, our calendar, and information on upcoming artist series to Waldorf. Some newer
options include a video page. On the video page, you can
find the newest videos from worship, youth singing, and education opportunities like the Faith Five and our Martin Luther explorations. On the video page, you can also find a link
to the Immanuel YouTube page. Sometime soon we hope to
offer live streaming of our worship services and have them
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archived for you to go back and look at later. Outside of our
video options, we also offer audio options. You can listen to
our Sunday Service live online at KIOW 107.3FM there is a
link to their website on the sermons page. We also provide
weekly sermons when possible. The sermons include the
Gospel reading, occasional children sermon, and the actual
message. If you want more than the service, we have created abbreviated services. These services include, readings,
prayers, and sermon. The abbreviated services are about 2030 minutes long. There are instructions on our website on
how to download these, but you can also click on the service
or sermon you want to hear and it will play for you without
needing to download.
Hopefully with all these changes you can find our website to be more helpful. But we are always open to some new
ideas too. So, feel free to contact me if you have questions
about our website or if you have something you may like to
see on our page. This was a lot of ground to cover in a short
amount of time. So, please take some time to look at the update website. And we hope it is a blessing to you, and helps
you to understand what we are about and what we all do as
the Immanuel Family.
See you in worship.
Pastor Zech Anderson

COMMUNION

Based on feedback and in reviewing
our communion practices, we are implementing communion at the rail with
bread (instead of wafers) about once a
month. Many enjoy the reverence of
this style of communion. If it’s difficult
for you to kneel, please feel free to remain standing.
Thanks to Bill’s Family Foods bakery for donating the bread
to us.

Vital Agers

Mary Rodberg

The Vital Agers of Immanuel had an enjoyable Valentine’s soup luncheon. The 40 people attending had a choice
of nine different soups. After everyone had eaten their fill,
Lisa Ralls, Winnebago County naturalist, presented a program on Iowa’s wildflowers. We learned the names of lots
of wildflowers that beautify the Iowa countryside from early
spring to late fall. This presentation was very welcome in the
middle of another long Iowa winter giving us the assurance
spring is really on its way. Thanks to all donating food and to
all who attended to make this another successful event.
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Praying the Small Catechism
Someone once said that Luther’s Small Catechism is the only
catechism in the world written to be prayed, and prayer was
definitely one of the uses Luther had in mind for his famous little
book. In 1535, Luther’s barber asked him for suggestions concerning prayer, so he wrote back: “When I feel that I have become
cool and joyless in prayer because of other tasks or thoughts […]
I say quietly to myself and word-for-word the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and, if I have time, some words of Christ or of
Paul, or some psalms, just as a child might do.” Begin there; then,
“when your heart has been warmed by such recitation to yourself and is intent upon the matter,” Luther recommends meditating on the Lord’s Prayer.
First, pray the whole prayer, word for word. Then pick one or
more petitions that stick out to you. Repeat each petition as often
as you wish, then expand it into a broader prayer. For example,
the first petition: “Hallowed be thy name.” Repeat it, meditating
on it as a mantra, then pray, in these or similar words: “Lord God,
hallowed be thy name, in me and throughout the world. Root
out in me and all your people all idolatry, false teaching, and fanaticism. Forgive us for using your name in vain to curse our enemies, justify our violence, and endorse our selfish ambitions and
misguided interpretations of your will. Create in us clean hearts
that we may hallow and praise your name and cease from misusing, defiling, and dishonoring your name. Amen.” There is no
need to work through the whole prayer. Luther writes, “I may get
lost among so many ideas in one petition that I forego the other
six.” Spend as much or as little time as you wish.
Then, Luther says, “If I have had time and opportunity to go
through the Lord’s Prayer, I do the same with the Ten Commandments.” Luther divides each commandment into “a garland of
four strands,” turning each commandment into 1) instruction,
what God demands of me; 2) thanksgiving for what it reveals
about God’s promises; 3) confession for the ways in which we
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break this commandment; and lastly 4) a prayer. Example: “I am
the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods before me.”
First, consider that God wants you to trust him alone and not
any worldly thing: wealth, prestige, wisdom, etc. Second, give
thanks for the ways in which God meets you as a loving parent to
care for you, comfort you, and be your guide and strength, even
when you run away or rebel. Third, confess the ways in which
you reject this comfort for the forms of idolatry to which you are
tempted; repent and ask for grace. Finally, pray: “Gracious God,
help me to learn and understand your commands more fully
each day and to live them in confidence. Preserve my heart, that
I may never forget your promises or be ungrateful for them, that
I may never seek other gods or place any earthly authority above
you, but cling only to you, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.”
Then, if time permits, you can do the same thing with each
article of the Creed. Example: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth…” 1) Let this article teach
you about who and whose we are. What were we a thousand
years ago? A billion years ago? We were stardust. 2) Give thanks
that God has created us and all that exists. 3) Confess ignorance
and thanklessness, for we, like Job, “darken counsel by words
without knowledge.” 4) Pray for faith to trust God as our Creator.
In our break with Catholicism, we as Lutherans have tended to emphasize public worship at the expense of personal devotion. We don’t, for example, pray the rosary like our Catholic
brothers and sisters in the faith. But we have thrown the baby
out with the bathwater—worship is about our response to the
Divine, and so it includes not only public acts of worship but also
private devotions. Reclaiming this tradition will anchor us more
deeply in our Lutheran roots and help us to continue to learn the
ABC’s of our faith.

Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY January 2017

Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes
Other Income
Total Income
Expense
Staff Support
Administration
Ministry Areas
Loan re-payment/contingency
Total Expenses
Income Less Expense

January
Actual 2017

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-date
Actual

Annual
Budget

Percent of
YTD Budget
8.33%

January
Actual 2016

33,972.74
1,363.50
35,336.24

43,375.00
4,540.00
47,915.00

33,972.74
1,363.50
35,336.24

520,500.00
54,480.00
574,980.00

6.5%
2.5%
6.1%

33,449.03
1,332.58
34,781.61

30,133.11
6,472.61
5,513.09
0.00
42,118.81
$(6,782.57)

30,602.92
9,416.25
7,894.75
0.00
47,913.92
1.08

30,133.11
6,472.61
5,513.09
0.00
42,118.81
$(6,782.57)

367,235.00
112,995.00
94,737.00
0.00
574,967.00
13.00

8.2%
5.7%
5.8%
0.0%
7.3%

24,964.72
5,800.86
5,624.00
0.00
36,389.58
$(1,607.97)
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Youth Ministry
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Hello family:

A Fly Went By

You may be thinking to yourself that a
Dr. Seuss book is an odd thing to talk about
at church and in youth group. We read
this book for both middle school & high
school youth groups. I had mixed reactions when we read this
ranging from “we don’t want to read a kid’s book” to delight
because they enjoy Dr. Seuss books. In the book (***spoiler
alert**) it starts with a fly running from a frog and ends with
a man running from a big bad monstrous thing (with other
animals in between).
There is a boy who is watching the events and trying to
intervene. He is trying to figure out why they are running and
why one is after the one. We find out that they are all running
from something that scares them and they don’t understand
the animal chasing after them. They all feel like the animal behind them is out to get them. This sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
How often are we running away from people who are different than us? That are strange to us? The boy (much like Jesus)
doesn’t just sit and watch it all happen. He gets to know each
animal, their fear and their motivation. He also helps the others relate with each other. He finds out and teaches them that
they are not out to get each other, but running from something that scares them.
It is a simple lesson, but so much harder to do. Deuteronomy 10:19 says “You shall also love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.” In Hebrew 13:1 says, “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it.” And Matthew 5:43-44, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy’. But I
say to you, love your enemy and pray for those who persecute
you.” Jesus was always going counter to the cultural norms &
counter to what people would think. He went out of His way
to love His neighbor and get to know the people’s hurts, motives, and fears. I invite you to join me in getting to know our
neighbors and building relationships.
In Christ,
Matt Polsdofer

March Dates:
•
•
•
•
•

No MS Youth Ministry on March 5th
National Youth Gathering Meeting on Sunday, March 5th
at 6:30pm
March 8th-No High School Youth Ministry
March 12th, 19th & 26th Middle School Youth Ministry
March 1st, 15th, 22nd & 29th High School Youth Ministry
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† Promiseland
By: Tori Eastvold

In the month of February, the Promiseland kids focused
on showing their love. They showed the congregation what
they had been learning by singing in Worship 3 times. Also,
they gave back by bringing offering each week for Stop Hunger food packing event. In total the Promiseland kids raised
$105 which helped buy 350 meals. On February 22nd the
3rd - 7th grade Promiseland students took part in helping
package meals for Stop Hunger.
Also, in February the Promiseland students met with
Immanuel’s Library Committee for the last time this Promiseland year. A big thanks to the Library Committee for
meeting with the kids throughout the 2016-2017 year. The
kids enjoyed playing games while learning Biblical stories
and facts. The Library Committee’s contest for reading will
continue through the month of March. One student at each
grade level will receive a prize for checking out the most library materials.
In March, the Promiseland students will attend a presentation by the Riverside Bible Camp Counselors. Riverside will
be with the Promiseland kids from 5:40-6:00 pm on Wednesday, March 1st in the Sanctuary. Promiseland parents are
welcome to attend with their child(ren).
Other important date in March are: On March 5th & 8th
there will be no Promiseland due to spring break. On March
12th, the Education Board and Sunday Promiseland kids will
help host Immanuel’s second Sunday potluck. On March 15
& 22, there will be a teacher in-service during Promiseland
for all the teachers. Then on March 22nd the 1st - 5th grade
Promiseland kids will sing in Worship.

Cadence Classes
Dr. Melanie Harms Espeland is teaching Cadence music classes for children age 0 - 5 years at Immanuel. Classes
are running for 6 weeks from Thursday, March 16 – April 20.
Classes are being offered on Thursdays in the morning and
evening. The morning class meets from 8:30-9:00 am. In the
evening two classes are offered, 6:00-6:30 pm and 6:30-7:00
pm. Cadence classes awaken the child’s spirit through music
experiences that involve imagination, creativity, generosity,
and courage. The cost is $30 for the 6 week session. Please
contact Tori Eastvold with any questions.
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Immanuel
Library
March
2017

As you and I are ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW, we invite
you to the church library to check out these new books and
DVDs

ATTENTION MEN:

1. All Is Grace by Brennan Manning, bestselling author of
The Ragamuffin Gospel. This is Brennan’s memoir
2. David Wilkerson by Gary Wilkerson. This biography
about the author of The Cross and The Switchblade
(who ministered to the forgotten, the rejected, and the
lost in the 50s and 60s) is written by his son
3. Out of the Depths by Edgar Harrell is the true story of a
WWII hero’s miraculous survival at sea following the
sinking of the USS Indianapolis; which was called the
worst naval disaster in US history
4. Answering the Call: The Doctor Who Made Africa His
Life by Ken Gire is the story of the 1952 Nobel Prize
honoree Albert Schweitzer
5. Linspired:The Remarkable Rise of Jeremy Lin by Mike
Yorkey is the story of NY Knicks point guard, the 1st
Asian-American player of Chinese Taiwanese descent to
play in the NBA

ATTNENTION WOMEN:

1. The Long Awakening by Lindsey O’Connor is the story
of her life after her 7 day coma following the birth of her
daughter
2. Prepared for a Purpose by Antoinette Tuff is the true
story of how one women saved an Atlanta school held
hostage. Fox News said, “She was a real
hero….cool…calm….very collected…”
3. Hope Runs by Claire Diaz-Ortiz and Samuel Ikua
Gachagua is about an American woman arriving in
Kenya to climb Mount Kenya and a 10 year old
homeless boy. This book is about how God can change
your life in the blink of an eye.
4. Called for Life by Kent and Amber Brantly is true. Dr.
Kent Brantly and Amber are serving as medical
missionaries in Liberia when he is infected with the
deadly Ebola virus. You watched him on the news
entering Atlanta’s Emory University Hospital. Here is
the rest of that amazing story.

‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church
on facebook for all the latest
news and updates!
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NEW DVDs FOR EVERYONE:

1. Paper Angels is based on the book (also in Immanuel’s
Library) of the same title by country singer Jimmy
Wayne with author Travis Thrasher. Thomas Brandt is
a 16 year old high school student being bullied at his
new school. Kevin Morrell is a business man whose
company is in danger of going under while his wife’s
due date with twins draws nearer. How these two
stories meet via the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree is
awesome!
2. A Greater Yes is the true story of Amy Newhouse, a
popular high school volleyball player who faces a huge
challenge. You may laugh; you will cry.
3. The Lost and Found Family is a delightful, enlightening,
and hope filled story of Mrs. Ester Hobbes and several
heart-warming foster kids ages5-17.
4. Brother’s Keeper is an amazing, riveting movie about
two identical twins which begins close to their high
school graduation. The message in this movie is for
each of us. One work fits best: POWERFUL!

Only One More Month Left of the
Promiseland Reading Contest
March 30, 2017 is the last day of the Promiseland Star
Reading Contest. The students have been very busy
checking out, reading and watching movies from the
library. Do not forget that you can help these students earn
points by writing their name under yours when you check
out material from the Immanuel Library. Materials must be
returned by April 17th to be counted in the contest.

	
  

In March on Sundays and Wednesdays we will have someone available to help establish automatic giving. As always
you can start giving electronically today, just scan this QR
code with your mobile device and follow the
simple steps.
Thank you for the financial gifts that come in
from worship offerings, automatics, or through
the mail.

�
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Parish Council

Kathy Olson
The ILC council met on February 9, 2017 with the following
members present: Kathy Olson, Chad Benson, Jen Conrad, Ken
Hansen, Cynthia Ryder, Steve Olmstead, Stacy Miller, Brody Hopp,
Heather Johnson, Alice Lewellen, and Pastor Hopp.
The Council reviewed the February 5 annual meeting. The
staff and council retreat is scheduled for the afternoon of March
19. Council membership on the various boards was determined.
The Council approved moving to two services on Easter Sunday
at 700 am and 915 am. Lenten offerings were designated to our
missionaries and to the general fund.

Board of Education

Emily Beenken
The board of education met Tuesday, February 7. The meeting was opened in prayer and devotion. Pastor Zech discussed
with the board the idea of starting up events that would encourage young families as well as a multi-generational group to come
together. Possible event activities, the event’s names, and times
throughout the year were discussed.
Initial plans for the spring teacher in-service were begun. Further planning and date finalization will be discussed next month.
March 12 will be the education board’s turn to host the potluck,
details of this event were arranged. The annual Lenten Fair plans
were begun. The Lenten Fair will be held April 5. The stations were
discussed and plans to find volunteers were started. Materials, volunteers, and other details will be finalized at the next meeting.

March 2017

Mission emphasis this quarter is Stop Hunger, World Hunger,
and Wednesday Night meals. Noisy offerings for Stop Hunger on
January 29 and Wednesday, February 1 raised over $500.
Mary gave us an update on the Stop Hunger event. Stop
Hunger committee was planning a bake sale for February 18. The
packing event February 22.
The Mission and Outreach Board served coffee hour as a Stop
Hunger fundraiser. Proceeds totaled $171.02.
We voted to make a recommendation to the Council that
Lenten Offerings would be divided as ½ to the Missionary Fund
and ½ to the General Fund. Steve will take this recommendation
to the Council.

Parish Life

Melanie Westerberg
The BPL met on Mon. Feb 6th.
We have two events coming up. The Mardi Gras game night on
Feb. 28th and the Apr. 9th potluck after church.
We would like to remind everyone to come to the fellowship
hall on the 28th at 6:30. Bring a game and a snack to share with
others. It’s a family event so bring your kids!
We will also be lining up the potluck on the 9th. Please get this
on your calendars as well.
Also discussed was the Easter schedule change for services.
There will be the 7:00 and 9:15 services this year.
Our next meeting will be Mon. Mar. 6th.

Annual Congregational
Meeting Minutes
February 5, 2017, 11:00 a.m.

Trustees

Kathy Olson
The Board of Trustees met on February 9, 2017 with the following members present: Kathy Olson, Chad Benson, Jennifer Jenkins, Cynthia Ryder, Cindi Lehmann, Mike Oleson and Pastor Hopp.
The January financials noted a loss for the month of -$6,782.57.
Offerings for the month were very close to January of last year
with expenses in staff support being a little over $5,000 higher
(full-time associate pastor). We had a boiler repair expense in January as well that was not anticipated. We talked about pushing
the “thirteenth month” initiative and also encouraging more automatic giving.
Radon testing at Hanson Family Life Center was discussed as
well as new flooring for Hanson Family Life Center. The new sanctuary doors have now been delayed until April.

Mission and Outreach

Sharen Rieffer
Members present: Ken Korth, Becky Stumme, Mary Reisetter,
Jaci Thorson, Steve Olmstead and Sharen Rieffer
Devotions were given by Mary on the hungry based on Matthew 25:35. A suggested way to get the message to the hungry
was to “Print it on bread”. There is hunger of the body, and hunger
of the soul and heart.

I.
Kathy Olson called the annual congregational meeting to
order at 11:00 a.m. Hard copies of the Immanuel Lutheran Church
Congregational Report for January 1 - December 31, 2016 were
distributed to all church members who were in attendance at the
annual meeting.
II.
Jim Cherry delivered the opening prayer.
III.
Bob Alsop made a motion to approve today’s annual meeting agenda. Gary Gernetzke seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.
IV.
Ray Beebe made a motion to approve the minutes from the
February 7, 2016 annual meeting. Ron Kvale seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
V.
Pastor Hopp conducted the Installation of the Council. The
following people were installed: Kathy Olson, President; Chad Benson, Vice President; Melanie Slater, Secretary; Cynthia Ryder, Treasurer; and General Council Members: Joan Beebe, Jennifer Conrad,
Ken Hansen, Brody Hopp, Heather Johnson, Alice Lewellen, Stacy
Miller, and Steve Olmstead.
VI.
President’s Report - Kathy Olson
a.
The written President’s Report can be found on Page
6 of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Congregational Report
for January 1 - December 31, 2016.
b.
Kathy recapped the addition to our pastoral staff at
Immanuel with the welcoming of Pastor Zech Anderson
continued on page 10
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l-r Kay Sorensen, Barb Braun, Barb Johnson, Joan Hansen

Praying for Those in Need
If you peek into the new prayer room in the basement
of Immanuel on Tuesday afternoons at 2 p.m, you will find
the intercessory prayer team sitting around the table, prayer
lists in hand, sharing updates on who needs prayer and how
they are progressing. And then we take turns praying aloud
for the people on the list. The prayer list is updated weekly,
with the team members taking turns.
Many prayer requests reach us through Jaci in the office, or by a phone call or email message to one of the team
members. Urgent prayer requests can be sent out on a prayer
chain, and are prayed for by 17 volunteers who receive the
requests by email or phone. To activate the prayer chain with
a prayer request, or to add your name to the prayer chain to
receive the prayer requests, contact Jaci in the office or Barb
Johnson at barbjohnson104@gmail.com. or telephoning
Barb at 641-585-2998. Some of the people for whom we are
praying are not members of Immanuel…..all are welcome to
use these services.
All of us at Immanuel pray for one another during the
church service, and many Immanuel members pray for oth-

Pastoral Acts

Prayers
Dorothy Olson and family in the loss of brother, Wallace
Cox of Scarville
Jim & Judy Levad and family in the loss of Judy’s mother, Frances Tibbits of Clear Lake
Jan Rauk, Jim & Kay Murphy, and families in the loss of
Jan & Kay’s mother, Vernis Gesme of Hanlontown

Flowers & Broadcasts

Altar flowers available these Sundays ($44)
Mar. 12
May 7, 21
Apr. 16-Easter lilies, 105
Radio broadcasts available these Sundays ($100)
Apr. 9, 16
June 4, 11, 18, 25
May 7, 14, 21, 28
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ers in their personal devotions. The prayer team is simply a
vehicle for making sure the prayer requests that come to the
church are lifted up on behalf of those who have asked for
prayer. The team members currently are: Barb Braun, Joan
Hansen, Barb Johnson and Kay Sorenson. Our credentials
for this assignment are not extraordinary—we are simply
Christians who believe in the power of prayer and are willing
to take time weekly to respond to the scripture commands
to “Bear one another’s burdens,” Gal 6:2 and to “Pray for one
another.” James 5:16 Anyone who wishes to join us in this
ministry would be welcome to come and try it out.
We were encouraged by the report of an Immanuel member who expressed what a blessing it was to have
others lifting them up in prayer while her husband was undergoing surgery. They visited with strangers in the waiting
room at St Mary’s of Rochester and realized some people
didn’t have prayer support from back home. Another member expressed how much peace she experienced before and
after surgery because she felt the power of prayer. We know
that God hears and answers all prayers, not always our way,
but in the best way. We believe it is a privilege to pray for one
another.
Barbara Johnson

March Circles

			Hostess
Circle
Date/Time
Lesson Leader
Dorcas
Wed., 15th/9:30am
		
Martha
Thurs., 16th/9:30am
		
Sarah
Thurs., 16th/1:30pm
		
		
Rachel
Thurs., 16th/7pm
		
		

Shalom, Ardelle
Osnes TBD
Shalom, Karen
Monson TBD
Lounge, Dorothy
Olson
Pøtt VanAuken
Shalom,
Sonja Johnson
Barb Braun

Dates to remember
Wednesday, Mar. 8, 10am........................... Circle Bible study
leaders w/Barb Johnson, Lounge
Monday, Mar. 20, 2-4pm....................Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Shalom
Tuesday, Mar. 28, 1pm.................. LWR Quilting Do Day, FH
March Coffee................................ Coffee Hour Service Group
March laundry............................................................ Barb Braun
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Volunteers
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Altar Guild
Mar. 5..................................................................................... Marla Betz
Mar. 12.....................................................................Jeanette Neuman
Mar. 19........................................................................ Kathy Leuwerke
Mar. 26................................................................................ Jean Yeager
Assisting Ministers
Mar. 5................................................................................Carolyn Price
Mar. 12................................................................................Kathy Olson
Mar. 19...................................................................................Jim Cherry
Mar. 26............................................................................ Cynthia Ryder
Readers
Mar. 5............................................................................Carolynn Korth
Mar. 12................................................................................ Mary Loden
Mar. 19................................................................................ Ken Hansen
Mar. 26.......................................................................... John Chisholm
Communion Servers
Mar. 5...................................................Kay Sorensen, Carolyn Price
Mar. 12.................................................... Joan Hansen, Kathy Olson

March 2017

Mar. 19................................................ Bill Krahling, Laurel Erickson
Mar. 26................................................ Joy Newcom, Cynthia Ryder
Communion Set Up
Mar. 5.........................................................................Shirley Rollefson
Mar. 12..................................................................................Ellen Olson
Mar. 19.............................................................................. Joyce Kasper
Mar. 26..................................................................................Alice Jones
Song Leaders
Mar. 5....................Cindi Lehmann, Jaci Thorson, Caitlyn Owen
Mar. 12............................................................... Mark & Joy Newcom
Mar. 19........................................................Sam Beck, Amanda Take
Mar. 26........................................Kathy Jerome, Audrey Olmstead
Ushers........................................ Team 1: Wayne Johns, Jim Lund,
Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen
Sound Tech..............................................................Karl Wooldridge
Offering Counters................... Mavis Rasmussen, Ellen Olson,
Mavis Hess, Marj Anderson, Betty Nelson

Continued from page 6
and Family to Forest City. She discussed how Council introduced the conversation of Same Gender Marriage to
the congregation this year and how the conversations will
continue in the coming year. She also thanked the Council
members who were stepping down for the years of service
and dedication to our congregation.
VII.
Senior Pastor’s Report - Rod Hopp
a.
The written Senior Pastor’s Report can be found on
pages 7-8 of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Congregational Report for January 1- December 31, 2016.
b.
Pastor Rod challenged us all to “Live Deeply” and had
us do an activity where we wrote down what we were excited, worried, fearful, and concerned about in our lives and
our church life. He asked the congregation to think about
what around us gives us focus and mission. He believes our
biggest challenge is being willing to be transformed. Pastor
Rod thanked the outgoing Council Members for their service to the congregation and the Youth for their hard work
this weekend on the bake sale and Pancake breakfast fundraising events for their trip to Houston in 2018.
VIII. Associate Pastor’s Report - Zech Anderson
a.
The written Associate Pastor’s Report can be found on
page 9 of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Congregational Report for January 1 - December 31, 2016.
b.
Pastor Zech gave us a recap of the projects that he has
been working on since he arrived in June. He spoke about
the Faith Five classes and how he plans to work in the coming year to provide activities and resources to bring Faith Five

IX.

XI.

home with us. He also walked us through the new features
on our website including: Videos of sermons, abbreviated
services, and a calendar available on the website’s home
page.
2017 Budget - Jennifer Jenkins and Kathy Olson
a.
Jennifer Jenkins as outgoing Treasurer, presented the
2017 budget with Kathy Olson. Kathy Olson answered questions from the congregation about what plans are being
made to cover the increase in budget this year.
b.
Andy Buffington made a motion to accept the 2017
Budget as presented. Wayne Johns seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.
X.
Western Iowa Synod Assembly Nominations - Pastor
Hopp
a.
Pastor Rod Hopp announced the 2017 Western Iowa
Synod Assembly meeting would be held on June 9-11, 2017
in Sioux City, Iowa.
b.
He requested delegate nominations. Ken and Joan
Hansen and Cynthia Ryder volunteered to be delegates.
More delegates are need. Pastor Rod asked the congregation to prayerfully consider being one of Immanuel Lutheran Church’s delegates.
Adjourn - Kathy Olson

Mark Jenkins made a motion to adjourn the 2017 Annual
Congregational Meeting. Gary Gernetzke seconded the motion.
Motion carried. The 2017 Annual Congregational Meeting was adjourned at 12:25 pm.
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March
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

12:10pm - Ash Wednes- 8:30am - Women’s Bible
day Service, Fireside
Study, Lounge
Room
4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland/
Riverside Camp rep
visiting
6:30pm - Ash Wednesday
Worship
7:30pm - Confirmation/
HS Youth Ministry/Choir

5

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - (NO Promiseland)
10:40am - Luther Adult
Forum, Shalom
6:30pm - National Youth
Gathering Trip Meeting
6:30pm - (NO MS Youth)

12

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - 2nd Sunday
Potluck Brunch, hosted
by Ed Board, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - Luther Adult
Forum, Shalom
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

19

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - Luther Adult
Forum, Shalom
Noon-4pm - Staff & Council
Retreat, TSB Community Rm
6:30pm - MS Youth Ministry

26

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - Luther Adult
Forum, Shalom
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

6

5pm - Parish Life Board
FC School & Waldorf
University Spring Break
Week

13

20

2-4pm - Prayer Shawl
Ministry, Shalom
APRIL MESSENGER
DEADLINE

27

7

8

2pm - Intercessory Prayer 10am - Circle Bible Study
Leaders, Lounge
Group, Prayer Room

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside
4:30pm - Mission &
Outreach
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - (NO Promiseland)
5:40pm - Teach In Service
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - Choir/(NO
Confirmation & HS Youth
Ministry)

14

9:30am - Vital Agers
Committee, Shalom
2pm - Intercessory Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
7pm - Waldorf Wind
Ensemble Concert,
Sanctuary

21

2pm - Intercessory Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
2:30pm - Forest Plaza
Communion Service w/
pastor
6:30pm - Cub Scout Pack
Meeting, FH

28

1pm - LWR Quilting Do
Day, FH

15

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside
1:30pm - Dorcas Circle,
Shalom
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland,
Okoboji Camp rep visiting
5:40pm - Teach In Service
6:30pm - Lenten Worship
7:30pm - Choir/Confirmation/HS Youth Ministry

22

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside
4:45-6:45pm - Supper
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
5:40pm - Teach In Service
6:30pm - Lenten Service,
1st-5th grades sing
7:30pm - Choir/Confirmation/HS Youth Ministry

29

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Lenten Worship
7:30pm - Choir/Confirmation/HS Youth Ministry

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6pm - Trustees, Kitchenette
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge
6:45pm - Council,
Reformation

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study
8:30am - Cadence
9am - FC Ministerial, Fireside
9:30am - Martha Circle
9:30-11am - Inspire
Immanuel, Lounge
10:30am - Good Sam
Communion
1:30pm - Sarah Circle
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
7pm - Rachel Circle
7pm - Artist Series, Odvin
Hagen @ Waldorf

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
8:30am - Cadence
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
8:30am - Cadence
6, 6:30pm - Cadence

Saturday
4

4-10 - Waldorf Campus
Ministry Mission Trip to
Providence, RI

11

set your clocks
ahead before bed

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
246 S. Clark Street • Forest City, IA 50436
Main phone number:
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 9:15 a.m.
Wednesdays @ 12:10 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
641-585-3152
Fax: 641-585-3087

Website:
www.immanuelfamily.com
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Staff:
Rev. Rod Hopp - Senior Pastor
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
Home: 641-581-2150
Rev. Zech Anderson – Associate Pastor,
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
Parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike Oleson - Property Manager
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Cindi Lehmann - Finance
cindi@immanuelfamily.com

Travis Beck - Music & Worship Director
travis@immanuelfamily.com
Jaci Thorson - Administrative Assistant
jaci@immanuelfamily.com
Tori Eastvold - Children’s Education
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Marie Oleson - Housekeeping
Deb Fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
dfardal@yahoo.com
Church Council
President: Kathy Olson
Vice-President: Chad Benson
Treasurer: Cynthia Ryder
Secretary: Melanie Slater
Representatives: Joan Beebe, Jennifer Conrad,
Ken Hansen, Brody Hopp, Heather Johnson,
Alice Lewellen, Stacy Miller, Steve Olmstead

