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The Road to Faith
The Road Where Faith is Found

We have been on this
journey with Jesus from the
wilderness to the cross and
finally, the resurrection as we
continue to travel through
Lent into Holy Week.
Celebrate with us his triumph over death on Easter!

March Lenten themes leading up to Holy Week:
Week 3 of Lent – Running on Empty
Week 4 – Love Paves the Way
Week 5 – Transformation Ahead
Palm Sunday, March 25
9:15am – The Road to Jerusalem, procession of palm
branches, Promiseland kids & Choir singing

Cantata presented by
Immanuel Choir
Maundy Thursday, March 29th, 6:30pm

Maundy Thursday, March 29
6:30pm – The Road to Service 5th grade communion &
footwashing, COLORS OF GRACE Cantata by Choir
Good Friday, March 30
Noon – Ecumenical Service, Waldorf University Atrium,
Hosted by Forest City Ministerial;
6:30pm – Trail to the Cross
Saturday, March 31
8pm – Easter Vigil, A service full of music, story, and rich
symbolism Celebrating Christ’s passage from death to life
Easter Sunday, April 1
7am – The Road to Faith @ Sunrise
7:30-9:30am – Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall, freewill
donation Hosted by 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering
Trip Group
9:15am – The Road to Faith, Festive Worship

Immanuel’s Community of Servants
Our mission statement starts out with the words “Building community…”
Just how well do we do that at Immanuel? We have lots
of faithful volunteers (servants) that carry out our ministry
daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, yearly. We also know that
sometimes those groups function so well that new people
don’t have a good entry point to join that that volunteer servant ministry. We should never let that happen, but unfortunately it does happen.
So let’s try something new to get people involved into
“community” with each other! In the narthex are several
sign-up sheets. Please look those over and see where you
might get involved. Could we challenge you to sign up for
just one thing in the next three months? When you sign up,
you aren’t committing any further than that particular date.
Maybe you will like it and want to do it again. Maybe you’ll
decide to try something else.
We cannot be a community unless we truly live in community together and serve together.
So jump in – try something out! Let’s build community
and carry out Immanuel’s ministry together.
Kathy McEnelly
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‘2nd Sunday’ Potluck
Brunch March 11
We’re Lutherans and we love
potlucks! Join in this shared potluck brunch following 9:15 worship
on Sunday, March 11 in the fellowship hall. Mission & Outreach Board is hosting so just drop off your dish
to share in the kitchen prior to worship and it will be taken
care of for you. Breakfast or dinner items welcome; whatever
you would like to make. If you aren’t able to bring anything
to share that day, you are still welcome to stay and join in for
the meal and fellowship together.
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Bethel University Wind Symphony to
perform at Immanuel March 10, 7pm
Immanuel will be hosting the Bethel University Wind Symphony of St. Paul, MN for
a free, uplifting concert on Saturday, March 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Dr. Steve
Thompson directs the Wind Symphony that is traveling in the area during their Spring
Tour. Many will know Steve as a former Waldorf College Band director.
The Wind Symphony’s tour programs are uplifting musical experiences for audiences of all ages. The ensemble’s varied musical selections are chosen from the finest traditional and contemporary works for symphonic band, and a crowd-pleasing repertoire.
*Immanuel will be hosting this group of 55 for a Saturday pre-concert meal and then provide them
with host homes. If you would like to help with either of these, contact the church office (585-3152).

Report on relationships in Chile
Join us, Sunday, March 4 at 10:15am during coffee time in the fellowship hall as
Kathy Leuwerke shares about her recent trip to Chile. Come hear and see as Kathy
talks about building relationships in Chile with our companion congregation, the
Evangelical Lutheran
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You	
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  also	
  welcome	
  to	
  take	
  home	
  a	
  lily	
  following	
  the	
  Easter	
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  worship.	
  Lilies	
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  are	
  
left	
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Letter From Pastor Rod

Confirmation Students Head to Camp
When I was in eighth grade confirmation class our pastor took our class on a
midwinter weekend retreat to Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp. I have no recollection
of what we studied, what we ate, or where
we slept; what I do remember is that it felt
like a really important time in my life and
faith.
I suppose that is why seventeen years
into my ministry I still load up my confirmation students along with a couple of
Pastor Rod
chaperones and take them on a midwinter
weekend confirmation retreat. My hope and prayer is that
these kids, like myself years earlier, will sense that this is a
very important time in their life and faith. We study the Lord’s
Prayer as part of our Catechism curriculum. I also teach a
number of prayer styles and methods and allow time for the
kids to “practice” what they learn.
On Friday March 2 we’ll head to Twin Lakes Bible Camp
near Manson Iowa. We’ll have a lot of fun together on our
midnight prayer walk, playing on the frozen lake ice skating
and tobogganing. We’ll try our hand at the rock climbing
wall and we’ll cover a lot of material and spend a lot of time
worshipping and in prayer. We would appreciate you, our
church family keeping us in your prayers.

Peer Ministry Scholarships

It is time once again to lend our support to our Campus ministry peer ministers. These people make up the core
leadership team that leads, plans, and carries out the Lutheran Campus ministry on Waldorf University campus.
The scholarships we offer amount to $700 per semester.
What is asked from recipients in return is 5 to 7 hours per
week in service leadership for Lutheran Campus Ministry.
These students plan Like Fire worship, now held on Sunday
evenings; they do outreach activities to students and faculty
on campus; they plan and implement weekly service opportunities; they help organize and implement Small Fires, the
small group ministry on campus; they help with chapel on
Wednesdays; and much more.
We need you help to make this happen. These funds
are not budgeted in our annual budget. We can use some
endowment funding if necessary, but the truth is it means
more to students if these funds come as a gift from members of our congregation. If you want to offer a full or partial scholarship for this spring semester, please designate by
marking the memo line on your check “peer minister scholarship.” We look forward to hearing from you.
Peace,
Pastor Rod

IMMANUEL KIDS
The Power of Air
March is kite season. You can’t fly a kite on a day with no
wind. Wind is the unseen power that propels the mass of the
kite into the air. Wind is a powerful force.
Not far from Forest City is a wind farm. That is something
that did not exist when I was young. Today however much of
our electricity is generated by wind and wind turbines.
Another thing that I didn’t know existed when I was
young was pneumatic tools. If we needed to build something we used a hammer; if we needed to change a tire, we
used a wrench. Today I generally use a pneumatic (air) nail
gun to drive nails, and I use an air powered tire wrench to
change a tire. Pneuma (air) is powerful.
The Bible was originally written in Greek and the Greek
word pneuma is a word that means, wind, air, or breath. That
word is often translated as “Spirit.” In Romans 8:14 we read

“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.”
In other words, those who are led by the wind or breath of
God are God’s children.
God’s spirit is powerful. It propels us into action like the
wind propels a kite. God’s Spirit is the power that energizes
us and enables us to do good things. God’s Spirit is the power that helps us build and grow and change so that we can
become more like Jesus. As the wind picks up in March, may
the Spirit of God empower you to live as the child of God
that you are.
Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod
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Greeting from
Campus Ministry!

The Road to the Grave
Last month, we
were reminded of the
great love of Jesus, on
Valentine’s Day and
Ash Wednesday. This
month, we are not only
reminded of this, we get
to hear it again through
scripture and through
some visual aids during a cantata on Maundy Thursday, get
to see it during Holy Week. Holy week is the journey to the
grave. It begins again with Palm Sunday. Everyone is singing
and shouting praise to Jesus, laying down their own coats
and palm branches to make a path for Jesus. Jesus enters
the Holy City, a place he knows he will not be coming out of
again, at least in the ways we know of.
After arriving, Jesus comes to Maundy Thursday. And
on this day, Jesus and his followers remember the Passover.
Passover was the night the angel of death passed over the
houses of those who had lambs blood over the door frames.
But, not only do they remember this, Jesus does the unthinkable. He goes down and washes the feet of all his disciples, he becomes the servant to them in a way they never
expected. It is also on this night in which Jesus took bread
and broke it saying this is my body given for you, do this in
remembrance of me. And he took the cup saying this cup
is the new covenant in his blood shed for all people for the
forgiveness of sins, do this in remembrance of me.
Jesus is then arrested, tried, crucified, dies, and was in
the grave. The road to the grave is complete. Jesus has his
body broken for us, blood shed for us and for all our sins. All
our sins past, present, and future and crucified with Jesus on
Good Friday. And through Jesus’s blood the angel of death
passes over all of us now too. Our body may die, but we will
live. Did you see that coming? Did the disciples see that coming? I’m not sure, because as soon as the road to the grave
was complete, even those who were closest to Jesus did not
see another road other than the one to the grave. And if I
was there on Good Friday, I too may only see the grave. Sin,
death and the devil have Jesus right where they want him, at
the end of the road, in the grave. And during Holy week that
is where we leave Jesus, in the grave, in darkness. We have
many promises made to us, many things we are called to do
and remember through Jesus and yet Jesus ends the week in
the grave, at the end of the road.
But you and I both know this is not
the end of the story, the best is yet to
come, out of Holy Week. But that will have
to wait until next time.
See you in worship. Pastor Zech Anderson
Pastor Zech

This month, I would like you guys to meet the Asmita KC!
Asmita has been the life of the party and a constant source
of inspiration on our leadership team for the last 2 years. Our
ministry truly benefits from her warm personality and passion for inclusion and unity. Whether she is leading theological discussion or planning awareness raising programs on
our campus, Asmita always manages to create community
and promote growth. Interestingly, she has helped me explore my own identity and faith journey through her relentless curiosity of God and creative methods of living out faith
in the world.
Meet a peer minister
My name is Asmita KC. I
am an international student
in Waldorf from Nepal. I am
a junior majoring in business
and minor in Criminal Justice. I
am part of the Honors College
and representative of Warrior
Women in Leadership program. I joined Like Fire Lutheran
Campus ministry in my freshmen year as a volunteer and attended many of their programs. I am currently a peer minister helping with small group discussions for Like Fire since
August 2016. I felt very welcome since the beginning and it
definitely helped me to know more people, build connections and find my passion for ministry. I also got an amazing
opportunity to travel to Duluth, Minnesota, my first semester here and volunteer to serve people.
The following semester, I travelled to New Orleans on a
mission trip with an amazing group where I personally got
to know many of my current fellow peer ministers. Since I
joined Like Fire as a peer minister, I have been helping with
continued on page 5
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Wednesday March Menus
March 7............................. Hot beef, green beans, bars
March 14...................................... Taco night, ice cream
March 21..................................Soup night, bread, bars
March 28...........................NO MEAL during Holy Week
During this Lenten season remember what
Jesus did for us! Have a blessed Easter!
Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal
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Choir to Share "Colors of Grace" can- continued from page 4
small group discussion, volunteering and organizing events
tata on Maundy Thursday, Mar. 29
"Colors of Grace: Lessons for
Lent" is cantata with narration and
staging by Joseph & Pamela Martin.
Each song portrays a lessoned to be
learned from the example of Christ.
Beautiful settings of familiar Lenten
hymns such as What Wondrous Love
is This?, Savior, When in Dust to You,
and Ah, Holy Jesus, are combined
Ben Allaway
with new songs by the composer that
create a moving representation of the main themes of Lent:
Servanthood, represented by the Basin and Towel; Obedience, symbolized by The Cup; Humility, seen in the Crown
of Thorns; Forgiveness, represented by The Cross. Each
symbol is paired with a colored cloth and carried poignantly
onto the chancel in a pool of light.
New Singers for Cantata Requested
Like to sing but need a shorter time commitment? Try singing with the choir on Wednesdays only during Lent and sing
the Maundy Thursday Cantata, Colors of Grace. Rehearsals
are Wednesday, 7:30-8:45. Just come, or call Ben for more
info at 515-720-1038.
What Instruments Do You Play?
Ben would like to know! We are expanding our ensembles
for Sunday and Wednesday worship, and we'd love to have
you play with us. Call Ben at 515-720-1038 or email him at
worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com.

on campus. I organize small group discussion called Small
Fires every week where we talk about religion, global issues
and social issues. The group is a very diverse population from
different religion, ethnicity and perspectives. I found my passion for ministry and creating brave spaces for young adults
to be able to open up. The best part about joining Like Fire
was to be part of a family which valued welcoming everyone
with love and spreading love of god through volunteering,
outreach, worship and music. Thank You!
Asmita
Every semester for the past 7 years, campus
ministry has been able to support students,
like Asmita with scholarships that serve to encourage faith formation. These scholarships
are made possible Immanuel, so we would like
to thank the generous families that have com- Antoine
mitted to making this possible. Having been Cummins
a peer minister myself, I can tell you that your
contributions to peer ministry scholarships not
only change our lives but offer us a rare opportunity to be
involved in the church. Students are able to use scholarship
money to pay for our retreats, off campus events and any
unpaid school expenses so if you are able to support any of
our remaining peer ministers who don’t have a scholarship
please let us know!
If you would like to help with this program and offer a
full ($700) or partial scholarship for this spring semester,
please designate by marking the memo line on your check
“Peer Misister Scholarship” and turn into the church office.
We look forward to hearing from you - Paster Rod

Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY January 2018

January
Actual 2018

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-date
Actual

Annual
Budget

Percent of
YTD Budget 8.33%

January
Actual 2017

YTD
Actual 2017

Regular Offerings & Envelopes

33,765.88

41,671.00

33,765.88

500,052.00

6.8%

33,972.74

33,972.74

Other Income

1,585.53

5,781.50

1,585.53

69,378.00

2.3%

1,363.50

1,363.50

Total Income

35,351.41

47,452.50

35,351.41

569,430.00

6.2%

35,336.24

35,336.24

Staff Support

29,700.42

28,985.50

29,700.42

347,826.00

8.5%

30,133.11

30,133.11

Administration

4,647.19

9,708.25

4,647.19

116,499.00

4.0%

6,472.61

6,472.61

Ministry Areas

5,911.32

8,758.75

5,911.32

105,105.00

5.6%

5,513.09

5,513.09

Loan re-payment/contingency

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.0%

0.00

0.00

Total Expenses

40,258.93

47,452.50

40,258.93

569,430.00

7.1%

42,118.81

42,118.81

Income Less Expense

($4,907.52)

0.00

($4,907.52)

0.00

($6,782.57)

($6,782.57)

Income

Expense

Page 6

The Messenger

Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

Lessons from Archery Tag
I wanted to have a catchy headline along
the lines of how God is the archery and we are
the arrows. He sends us forward on a direct
path and aims carefully. The more I thought
about it the more I realized that God is not
an archer launching us forward and hoping
that we hit the mark He’s aiming for and don’t Matt Polsdofer
break upon impact. That analogy also has God
far removed from our lives and not involved. We know that is not
the case at all. Joshua 1:9 tells us that, “Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you
go.” God is with us wherever we go. When we loosed our arrows
we definitely were not where they went nor were we in control of
them once they left our bow.
I also realized that our lives are much more complicated than
an arrow being shot from a bow. The arrow has no say in where
it will go, how fast it will go, and cannot change course. Our lives
are not a direct path, but a journey that involves many turns and
sidetracks. Some will be for the better, while others will not. The
good news is that we do not need to worry about our future! In
Matthew 6:25-34 is a beautiful message and reminder to us that
God values us, so we do not need to worry about the future or
what clothes we will wear. There is also the obvious practical
advice in those verses that none of us can add a second to our life
by worrying so why put energy into worrying?
Some other lessons I learned from archery tag are with middle
school and high school students keep your facemask on! (you
never know when/where an arrow will fly), archery tag is a BLAST
& if you have the opportunity make sure you take it!, and make
sure to stretch before hand (there is a LOT of running!).
In Christ, Matthew Polsdofer

Houston Youth Gathering
THANK YOU again to our awesome congregation for all of our
support, prayers and financial donations! We are about 3 months
away from going to Houston and are in a great spot for our fundraising.
We have one more fundraiser left which is our Easter breakfast
brunch from 7am to 9:15am. The ELCA is focusing on literacy for The
Gathering in Houston and has asked participants to bring books if
possible. If you would like to contribute to this you can find a list
at http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
BlastOffForBooks.pdf?_ga=2.253748809.136818470.15190495731027960096.1501613198. We will also have them posted
throughout church. They are asking for just certain books that are
on the second page of the link. One reason the ELCA has chosen
this as our focus is that 3 in 5 youth entering kindergarten lack
reading readiness skills. Thank you for partnering in this ministry
with us! Matt Polsdofer & the Houston Youth Gathering Trip Team

† Promiseland

March 2018

In Matthew 16:24-26 Jesus
says, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit a man if he gains the
By Krista Hopp and
whole world and forfeits his soul?
Tasha Banta
Or what shall a man give in return
for his soul?”
February and March both represent seasons of LOVE to me
this year. Yes, February is known for love because we celebrate
Valentine’s Day, but we have been celebrating LOVE – God’s LOVE
- in Promiseland every week of February and we will continue that
theme through our March Lenten journey to the cross.
Through stories like The Great Commission, Transfiguration
and Jonah and the Whale, we learn that God has expectations of
us. We are to spread the word and LOVE of Jesus, listen to Him and
follow the path he has made for us, believe in His good works and
do our best to live like Him. These are the ways we give our LOVE
back to Jesus. We follow him no matter how hard, no matter the
sacrifice, embarrassment, or challenge. This is taking up the cross
and following Him. And when we follow Him, we receive his grace
and mercy and the promise of everlasting life.
The lessons we have coming up in March reveal to us that Jesus is
the Messiah and that he will care for us and LOVE us as His children,
always. Eventually He will give his life for us! We will follow the path
to the cross this month and hopefully start to understand that
what Jesus is asking from us in Matthew is just what he has already
done for us. He gave his life for you, for me. That is perfect LOVE.
He took up the cross and now it’s our turn.
All of these Bible stories show us that loving God isn’t always
easy. It’s rarely easy. But when we deny ourselves for his sake, we
reap the most amazing rewards. We will find life in Him. Our hearts
will be full and we will know we are LOVED and others will know
we are LOVE.
I pray you all find a special connection with Christ this Lenten
season. Whether it be through church or Promiseland, a song or an
act of love and sacrifice by someone on the street. Christ is ALIVE!
I wanted to find out what some of our Promiseland students
LOVE about Promiseland. Here’s what they had to say :
OB: “I love our teachers because they are nice and they love us!”
GB: “I like seeing the kids and the grown-ups. I like hanging out
with my friends and singing. And I like learning! That’s all.”
EE loves seeing friends from other towns that she only gets to see
at Promiseland!
RE: “I love playing Bible Trivia with my classmates!”
SB loves music time with Audrey and friends
EM: “I love that we play trivia to learn the Bible scriptures, it makes
it fun and we learn!”
continued on page7
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year, including Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and
Pentecost.

dŽŐĞƚŚĞƌǁŝƚŚ:ĞƐƵƐ͗
ĂŝůǇĞǀŽƚŝŽŶƐĨŽƌĂzĞĂƌ
ǇZŝĐŚĂƌĚ͘>ĂƵĞƌƐĚŽƌĨ

dŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚǁĞĂƌĞŚŝͲůŝŐŚƚŝŶŐĞǀŽƚŝŽŶĂůƐĨŽƵŶĚŝŶ
^ĞĐƚŝŽŶϰ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŽ^ĂŵƉůĞ͕^ĂǀŽƌ͕ĂŶĚŝĨ
ǇŽƵ>ŽǀĞ͕ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞĨŽƌǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ͘dŚĞĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶƐĂƌĞ
ĨƌŽŵŵĂǌŽŶ͘

Devotionals

These 366 short devotions provide strength,
encouragement, and comfort to help you face the
challenges of every new day of the year. Drawing
on his own ministry experience, author Richard
Lauersdorf writes to sharpen your focus on Jesus
and encourage you to put your faith into practice.

MARCH TO 500

KŶĞͲDŝŶƵƚĞWƌĂŝƐĞƐΘWƌŽŵŝƐĞƐ
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝďůĞ
Ǉ^ƚĞǀĞDŝůůĞƌ

Devotions illuminate the blessings of God's strength,
forgiveness, and companionship while heartfelt and
relevant prayers celebrate God's character, love,
and faithfulness. Each of the more than 250
devotions encourages readers to fill their minds with
assurances of God's goodness and fill their days
with words of praise.
A wonderful book of comfort and hope for those
desiring a deeper connection with God, going
through tough times, or for anyone who longs for a
reminder of God's care.

dŚĞKŶĞzĞĂƌŽĨŽŽŬŽĨ,ǇŵŶƐ͗
ϯϲϱĞǀŽƚŝŽŶĂůZĞĂĚŝŶŐƐĂƐĞĚŽŶ
'ƌĞĂƚ,ǇŵŶƐŽĨƚŚĞ&ĂŝƚŚ

zKhZDZ,/E'͊
tzdK'K͊͊

ϯϳϯ



ϯϳϯďŽŽŬƐŽƌsƐŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶ
ĐŚĞĐŬĞĚŽƵƚŽĨƚŚĞůŝďƌĂƌǇƐŝŶĐĞ
:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϭƐƚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ&ĞďϮϭƐƚ
tŚĞƚŚĞƌŝƚŝƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞĂĚƵůƚ
section or the children’s
ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕ĞĂĐŚŝƚĞŵĐŚĞĐŬĞĚŽƵƚ
ĐŽƵŶƚƐƚŽǁĂƌĚƐƚŚĞϱϬϬ͘:ŽŝŶ
the march to 500….how long
ǁŝůůŝƚƚĂŬĞƵƐ͍


ǇZŽďĞƌƚƌŽǁŶ͕tŝůůŝĂŵ:WĞƚĞƌƐĞŶ͕ĂŶĚZĂŶĚǇWĞƚĞƌƐĞŶ

An enjoyable way to worship the Lord. Focusing on
God and his song-inspiring attributes, each
devotional features the words of a hymn and an
accompanying meditation based on the content of
the hymn.
DŽƌŶŝŶŐďǇDŽƌŶŝŶŐ͗ĂŝůǇDĞĚŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ
Ǉ:͘DĂƌǀĂĂǁŶ

Each meditation opens with a Bible verse or line
from a favorite hymn and then offers reflections
drawn from Dawn's books or articles. The
devotionals each close with a prayer starter. An
additional section in Morning by Morning provides
meditations for twelve special days in the church
Continued from page 6
IMPORTANT DATES:
2/28....................................................... Food Packaging Event at Waldorf
(Talk to Krista if you are interested)!
3/14...............................................Lenten Fair (3-5th grade and parents)!
3/18.........................................................................................Sunday kids play
handbells in worship!

&ĞďϮϭ͕ϮϬϭϴ
3/21........................................................... 1st-5th graders sing in worship!
3/25..............................Promiseland sings and processes with palms –
Palm Sunday (Wednesday kids welcome too)
3/28 & 4/1................................NO PROMISELAND (Holy Week & Easter)
TASHA BANTA
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Board notes

Parish Council

Kathy McEnelly
The ILC council met on February 12,
2018 with the following members present:
Kathy McEnelly, Quincey Benson, Ellen
Olson, Alice Lewellen, Ken Hansen, Amy
Thorson, Cynthia Ryder, Zoey Steffensen
and Pastor Hopp and Pastor Anderson.
The Council is beginning review of
the Constitution. Of interest is that the
Constitution’s definition of how our Boards
operate isn’t accurate to how they are
operating today. There was considerable
discussion surrounding the Boards and
what Council envisions for their purpose.

Board of Education
Krista Hopp

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 5:00 p.m.
We began the meeting with an overview of the Lenten Fair. The Lenten Fair will
take place in March this year, and with new
directors, we needed to make sure information and expectations from past years
was shared. After looking at notes and files
from previous years, we decided that the
kids would still meet in classrooms for each
station as opposed to meeting in the Fellowship Hall further in the past. With limited time for the Fair, we talked about how
many stations we should have. We decided
to extend the Lenten Fair a bit by taking
one station out, but having each class talk
about those stations during Promiseland
the week before the Lenten Fair. All members felt that was a good compromise in
order to fully cover what we wanted to
during the stations.
The stations for the Lenten Fair will be:
Fat Tuesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, and New
Life. Signs and Symbols of Lent will be covered during
Promiseland the week before the Fair. We
also assigned volunteers to the stations.
Some board members offered to help with
the groups or to call people who have
helped in the past.
The board will keep talking through
this month to get things together for the
Fair. We will meet the week before to arrange final ideas, and we will set up the Fair
the night before it takes place.
The last item discussed was the food
packing for Stop Hunger. Our situation is
different this year because they are only

packing until 6:00 p.m., so Promiseland
classes don’t have time to do a full hour. We
came up with the idea to offer for 4th and
5th graders to come and pack food from
4:00-5:00, and then we would walk them
back to the church to eat before Promiseland. Parents were encouraged to call or
email Krista if they would like their child to
participate.

Board of Trustees

Kathy McEnelly
The Board of Trustees met on February
12, 2018. In January, we ended the month
with a loss of -$4,907.52. There were some
Music & Worship expenses from December
that got paid out in January. The Board discussed and approved funding to two new
side doors on the front of the church; the
funding will come from left-over 2017 Endowment Funds, undesignated memorials
and Firm Foundations funds. The Board approved adding Kay Sorensen to the WELCA
account at Titonka Savings Bank. Mike Oleson reported that he renegotiated the contract with Schumacher Elevator Company
for a savings of $424 per year. Mike also
recommended that we cancel our contract
with Mason City recycling at a savings of
$840 per year and he will find another ave-

March 2018
nue for the recycling. The Board approved
funding to repair the front concrete with
half of the expense coming from the Property 2018 budget and the other half funded
by Firm Foundation funding.

Mission and Outreach

Sharen Rieffer
Mission & Outreach Board met on
Wednesday, Feb. 14. Members present:
Zoey Steffensen, Becky Stumme, Ken Korth,
Amy Thorson, Jaci Thorson, Sharen Rieffer.
Becky gave our devotions on roots:
being rooted in Christ.
The board welcomed our two new
council member representatives: Zoey
Steffensen and Amy Thorson and introduced ourselves.
The FAVA items for the surrounding
area homeless were delivered by Jaci.
Thanks to those who donated these items
consisting of socks, hats, gloves, other
clothing items and food.
Stop Hunger campaign will have a
noisy offering taken on the 18th and 21st
of this month. Collection envelopes were
also in the February 11 bulletins.
Lenten offerings will be ½ for our missionaries, ¼ for Wednesday Night meals
and ¼ for the local food bank.
Mission and Outreach Board will be
hosting the 2nd Sunday of March Potluck
on March 11.

Immanuel Makes a Difference

Thank you for supporting our ELCA Global Minnsioaries Colin, Hennie, Josie
and Amos Grangaard.

March 2018
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Dates to Remember

The Year of the Woman
While reading about China’s New Year’s celebrations I
learned that in some cultures this is “The Year of the Dog.” If I
was asked to give a name for our year, what would I choose?
It would mean honor, respect, and beauty; many think it will
shower goodness, health, and wealth, and provide protection and good luck to the people who believe in its’ power. I
watched as widespread change and growth of some people to
prominence in our country. I think the time is right for “The
Year of the Woman.” The women in my life were kind, caring,
and loving. My mother, grandmothers, and aunts shared the
best of their lives with me. They cared for people who were sick,
helping with meals and housework. Women gave food, rides,
and advice to friends for as long as they thought it was needed.
Realizing all that women have done to make our lives better, it
is fitting to honor women by naming the year in their honor.
This isn’t the first time women were given highest honor. After
He created the world and everything in it God noted, “… it is
not good for the man to be alone. I will make for him a helper
suitable for him..” and He did. Much later, after both men and
women had continued to wrong themselves and much of the
once-beautiful creation, God gave man a permanent gift as the
salvation for all the wrongs of the world. He chose Mary to bear
a son through the Holy Spirit. God told Mary, “...so the Holy one
to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:31-35). There
could be no greater position given to women than these two.
Women have become heads of governments, judges, leaders of churches, healers, teachers, and mothers. It is time for
recognition and honor by giving women their own year, starting here in Immanuel. We give honor to Immanuel women
who have made thousands of meals, snacks, cups of coffee in
the kitchen and then cleaned up the mess. We recognize the
many hundred women who taught children in Christian Education. Aren’t you thankful for forgiveness of sins? Otherwise,
you’d carry burdens of thought and deed leveled towards those
kids who grew up to give you pride! Most areas of service to Immanuel have many fulfilled by women. Choir, visits to homes,
nursing homes and other residences, making prayer shawls,
praying for hurting ones, shared caring fellowship at funerals,
weddings, and receptions have women volunteers. Women of
Immanuel have answered the call of needs and hurts throughout the world, our country, and town. They gather from and
give to others all year. Most of all, Immanuel women pray constantly for the whole church. Immanuel WELCA has plans to
grow and change this year. They hope to make service projects
more efficient and Bible study more inclusive. You will have
more opportunities to be involved. We will reach out in more
ways to those in need. It will be an exciting year for Immanuel
WELCA.
Looking towards Easter and beginning with new elected
officers at Immanuel, we honor the long-time, faithful service of the women of the church. THIS IS THE YEAR OF THE
WOMAN!

Thursday, March 8, 10am....Circle Bible Study Leaders w/
Barb Johnson, Lounge
Thursday, March 15............................................. Circle Day
Monday, March 19, 2-4pm............. Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Shalom
Tuesday, March 27, 1pm..................LWR Quilting Do Day,
Fellowship Hall
March Laundry...................................................Barb Braun
March Coffee Fellowship.........Coffee Hour Service Group

March Circle Schedule
Date/Time
		
		
Martha
Mar. 15, 9:30am
		
Dorcas
Mar. 15, 1:30pm
		
Sarah
Mar. 15, 1:30pm
		
		
Rachel
Mar. 15, 1:30pm
		
		

Location/Hostess
Lesson Leader
Date/Time
Shalom/Karen Monson
Joan Langerud
Shalom/Shirley
Rollefson,Deb Fardal
home of LouAnn
VanGerpen
Joyce Kasper
Fellowship Hall/
Cherrice Ehrich
Carolynn Korth

Vital Agers
Mary Rodberg

Soups On!
The Vital Agers of Immanuel are invited to enjoy a
Soup Lunch on Tuesday, March 6th at 11:30am in the
Fellowship Hall.
Following the meal, Deb Jensen will present a program informing us of services offered to the area senior
citizens.
Please plan on joining us for a day of fellowship and
food. (No sign up necessary.) See you on the 6th!

Page 10

The Messenger

Volunteer

March 2018

March 2018

Altar Guild
Mar. 4.................................................................................................Marla Betz
Mar. 11................................................................................ Jeanette Neuman
Mar. 18...............................................................................................Marla Betz
Mar. 25................................................................................ Jeanette Neuman
Assisting Ministers
Mar. 4....................................................................................... Kathy McEnelly
Mar. 11..........................................................................................Carolyn Price
Mar. 18........................................................................................Cynthia Ryder
Mar. 25...................................................................................David Readinger
Readers
Mar. 4...............................................................................Brenda Kirschbaum
Mar. 11....................................................................................Connie Johnson
Mar. 18................................................................................................Ken Korth
Mar. 25...............................................................................................Marla Betz
Communion Servers
Mar. 4..................................................................Kathy McEnelly, Liz Wilson
Mar. 11.........................................................Carolyn Price, Scott Fruhwirth
Mar. 18....................................................Cynthia Ryder, Harland Rodberg
Mar. 25..................................................................................Jim & Barb Braun

Communion Set Up
March 4...............................................................................Shirley Rollefson
March 11...................................................................................... Joyce Kasper
March 18.................................................................................. Sue Moklestad
March 25.........................................................................................Barb Lovick
Wednesdays.............................................................Bernie & Karen Kofron
Holy week: March 29-3l:............................................... To be announced
Song Leaders
Mar. 4................................................... Audrey Olmsted, Makenzie David
Mar. 11........................................................ Kathy Jerome, Cindi Lehmann
Mar. 18...................................................................... Mark and Joy Newcom
Mar. 25................................................................. Brenda Rust, Jaci Thorson
Ushers.................................................................... Wayne Johns, Jim Lund,
Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen
Sound Techs........................................................................Karl Wooldridge
Offering Counters.............................................Ellen Olson, Mavis Hess,
Linda Holland, Marj Anderson, Betty Nelson
Choir singing............................................................... March 11, 18, 25, 29

Blessings & Prayers
Baptism
Feb. 11.......................................... Adaline Kathleen, daughter
of Derek & Mallory (Lovik) Ziesmer
Prayers
 Burnette Murra and family in the loss of husband, Arnold Murra of Forest City
 Nancy & Dick Welp, Matt & Kelli Welp and
family, Chick & Jack Thurston, and family in
the loss of mother/grandmother/sister, Mary Ann
Evans of Forest City
 Jim & Mary Lund and family in the loss of
brother-in-law, Dick Grothe of Leland
 Marie & Mike Oleson and family in the loss of
mother, Romane Lovik of Clear Lake, formerly
Fertile
 Ted Overlie family and friends in the loss of
wife, Karolyn Overlie of Forest City
 Randi Benson, and family in the loss of Brother,
David Benson of Lake Mills.

Flowers and Broadcasts
Altar flowers available these Sundays ($44):
Apr. 8, 15, 22, 29 / May 6, 27
......................................................................................
Radio broadcasts available these Sundays ($100)
 Apr. 8, 22 / May 6, 13, 20, 27


Cadence Music Class
for little ones
Melanie Harms Espeland, a board certified music therapy with a Ph.D. in special education offers a unique, music-based program for children 0-5 that aims to enhance development of motor, cognitive, communication, social and
emotional skills through multimodal experiences designed
and facilitated by a board certified music therapist. Watch
the child's spirit awaken!
Session II of 2018 begins March 15th and runs 6 weeks
(ending April 19th, 2018). Please register each child separately. Families get 10% discount for multiple children attending. Payment for the entire session will be accepted at
the first class in check or cash form. No single class payments
will be accepted. The 6-week session is $30.00.
Register online at https://goo.gl/forms/HHoS16QMbBIONf202
For inquires about other music programs for children 6+
contact cadence.iowa@gmail.com.

March 2018
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March 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Calendar

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

8:30am - Women’s Bible 2pm - 7-8 grade ConfirStudy, Lounge
mation Retreat to Manson
6, 6:30pm - Cadence
thru Sunday
Classes, upper large group
room

4

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH,
Kathy Lewerke’s talk on
Chile Trip
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

11

9:15am - Worship,
Bethel Wind Symphony
10:15am - ‘2nd Sunday’
Potluck Brunch, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD,
Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Like Fire @
Gatsby’s

5

12

5:45pm - Trustees,
Kitchenette
6:45pm - Council

18

19

25

26

9:15am - Worship
2-4pm - Prayer Shawl
10:15am - Coffee, FH
Ministry, Shalom
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD, Lounge
11:30am - Staff/Council
Retreat
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry
7pm - Life Fire @
Gatsby’s

9:15am - Palm Sunday
Worship, Promiseland &
Choir sings
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
10:40am - FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

April 1

7am - Easter Sunrise
Worship
7:30-9:30am - Easter
Breakfast, FH
9:15am - Easter Worship

6

11:30am - Vital Agers’
Soup Lunch & Program, FH
2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
5pm - Parish Life Board,
Lounge
5pm - Education Board,
Kitchenette

13

2pm - Intercessory Prayer
Group, Prayer Room

20

7

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside Room
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD w/Pastor Rod, Lounge
6:30pm - Lenten Worship
7:30pm - Choir / HS Youth
Ministry

14

12:10pm - Lenten Service,
Fireside Room
4:45-6:45pm - Supper, FH
Bm - Mission & Outreach,
Lounge
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - 3rd-5th grade
Lenten Fair
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - Lenten Worship
7:30pm - Choir / HS Youth
Ministry

21

APRIL MESSENGER
DEADLINE
2pm - Intercessory Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
2:30pm - Forest Plaza
Communion
3:30-5pm - 5th grade
Communion Class, Shalom
6-8pm - Cub Scouts Pack
Meeting, FH

12:10pm - Lenten
Service, Fireside Room
4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland /
FTGD, Lounge
6:30pm - Lenten Worship, 1st - 5th sings
7:30pm - Choir / HS
Youth Ministry

27

28

1pm - LWR Quilting Do
6:30pm - Choir
Day, FH
3:30-5:30pm - 5th grade
Communion Class, Shalom
(parents come @ 5)

8

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
10am - Circle Bible Study
Leaders, Lounge
6,6:30pm - Cadence
Classes
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

15

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
9:30am - Inspire Immanuel
9:30am - Martha Circle,
Shalom
10:30am - Good Samaritan
Communion
1:30pm - Sarah Circle,
LouAnn VanGerpen’s home
1:30pm - Dorcas Circle,
Shalom
1:30pm - Rachel Circle, FH
6,6:30pm - Cadence Classes

22

9

6-9pm - AFS Fun Night,
FC School

10

SET CLOCKS AHEAD
BEFORE BEDTIME!
7pm -Bethel Wind
Symphony Concert,
Sanctuary

16

17

23

24

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

Easter lily order
deadline

29

30

6:30pm - Maundy
noon - Good Friday
Thursday Worship ~ Choir Ecumenical Service @
Cantata
Waldorf Atrium
6:30pm - Good Friday
Worship

31
8pm - Easter Vigil

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 S. Clark Street • Forest City, IA 50436
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta - Children’s Education
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Website:
www.immanuelfamily.com
Ben Allaway - Worship & Music
worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com
Facebook pages:
Marie Oleson - Housekeeping
Deb Fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
Immanuel Lutheran Church
dfardal@yahoo.com
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Main phone number:
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays - 9:15am
Wednesday 12:10
(begins Feb 14)

Wednesdays - 6:30pm
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
641-585-3152

Staff:
Rev. Rod Hopp - Senior Pastor
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
Home: 641-581-2150
Rev. Zech Anderson – Associate Pastor,
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
Parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike Oleson - Property Manager
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Cindi Lehmann - Finance
cindi@immanuelfamily.com
Jaci Thorson - Administrative Assistant
jaci@immanuelfamily.com

Church Council
President: Kathy McEnelly
Vice-President: Quincey Benson
Treasurer: Cynthia Ryder
Secretary: Alice Lewellen
Representatives: Joan Beebe, Ken Hansen,
Heather Johnson, Kathy Leuwerke,
Steve Olmstead, Ellen Olson, Zoey Steffensen,
Amy Thorson
‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church
on facebook for all the latest
news and updates!

