
Lenten Zoom Bible Study

Mondays @ 7pm beginning March 1

‘Join’ this four-week Lenten Zoom Bible 
Study as the topic each week will be 

following the previous week’s theme.

Link will be available on the 
immanuelfamily.com website.

Midweek Lenten Series 
Continues at Immanuel

6:30pm each Wednesday during Lent 
(in-person sign up/livestream)

Open My Life, Lord: 
Emerging from the tomb with 

intentionality!
With Spiritual Practices to a Godly Life

Mar. 3    Week 2 ~ Open My Ears, Lord   - solitude

Mar. 10  Week 3 ~ Open My Heart, Lord - repentance

Mar. 17  Week 4 ~ Open My Hands, Lord - almsgiving

Mar. 24  Week 5 ~ Open My Life, Lord - forgiving 

HOLY WEEK

Mar. 28  PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP

Apr. 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP

Apr. 2    GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP

Apr. 4 EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP (7 & 9:15am; 8:30  
am- Children’s Easter Egg Hunt)

(In Person Sign up or livestream)
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March 21
Since so many members “showed up” for the annual 
meeting on Zoom, we thought it would be fun to have 
a purely social event, and what better way to do that 
than a potluck! The coffee will be on right after worship, 
in our virtual fellowship hall, so feel free to click on the 
POTLUCK link at Immanuelfamily.com and come on in 
and visit! We’ll start the program at 10:30 AM. Pastor 
Rod will host the event, which will include showing each 
other what’s on the brunch menu in our homes for that 
day, telling our funniest lockdown stories, and we’ll even 
get to have small group discussions in groups of six, just 
like around the tables downstairs on Sundays. We will 
also be able to support one another as we share the most 
difficult experiences of the pandemic, which for many in 
our congregation has included the loss of loved ones. It 
will be good to be together as family in this next-best-way 
to gather during this time, hopeful and sure that God’s love 
and care so often experienced through one another will 
bring us through this time of physical separation. So let’s 
get cookin’ and enjoy a great time of fellowship and fun on 
March 21! Sponsored by your Board of Parish Life.

Immanuel Immanuel 
Family Virtual Family Virtual 

PotluckPotluck



By assembling LWR Personal Care Kits, we help share God’s love, and create a Season of Hope for our neighbors around the world

This Lent we are putting God’s love in action by making Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits. The loss and uncertainty of 
COVID-19 hit our poorest neighbors around the world even harder. And we ourselves are restless after a year of wandering in the 
wilderness of a pandemic. Be the hands and feet of Christ and do something to engage in this project during our Lenten journey 

this year.

What we are asking for: Bath Towels (lightweight, max. 52”x27”, dark color recommended) and Bars of Soap (4-5oz., any brand, in 
original wrapping).

Other items in the Kits – toothbrushes, combs, and nail clippers – have been donated. Our goal is 50+ kits! We are generously 
supported by a Thrivent Action Grant. Donations may be dropped off outside the church office door. Thanks in advance for all 

donations!

*As reported from the Minnesota distribution site, their shelves are bare as last year’s LWR Ingatherings were cancelled. “By Sep-
tember 2020, we didn’t have a single thing to pack; nothing came in and nothing went out for the first time in 27 years”, reports 
the manager of the MN warehouse. This greatly disrupted the LWR Quilt & Kit Ministry when our neighbors’ needs have been 

more than ever. The hope is the warehouse shelves will be overflowing once again with all the generous work of assembled kits 
and quilts reaching them.

Virtual Lutheran Day on the Hill: 
Thursday, March 11
Join LSI and the 3 Iowa synods of the ELCA for 2021 Lutheran 
Day on the Hill from the comfort of your home or office. This 
FREE event will meet virtually via Zoom from 9:30-11:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 11.

Your voice matters. Even though you won’t be together in 
person, the goal of the event remains the same: to join voices 
together to amplify the needs of people who have been 
marginalized by our society. You will hear from clergy, learn 
about the mechanics of advocacy during a legislative session 
impacted by COVID, including how to share your story and speak 
about issues that matter.

Registration is open through Wednesday, March 10. More 
information and details on registering available online at www.
lsiowa.org/LDH.

March is National Professional Social Work Month

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to 
recognize social workers and thank them for all they do. At 
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we are grateful for the many 
social workers who have dedicated their lives to serving our 
communities across the state.

Maybe you have never had a social worker involved in your life. 
Yet, whether you realize it or not, you have had the benefit of 
their behind-the-scenes work in your community. Social workers 

help people help themselves by overcoming life’s most difficult 
circumstances or managing challenges of everyday living: 
poverty, abuse, mental illness, depression, addiction, disability, 
and many other situations. Iowa wouldn’t be the same without 
the patience, guidance, and empowerment that social workers 
provide.

LSI’s Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ though compassionate service. LSI is an 
affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations 
of the ELCA and a member of Lutheran Services in America. 
We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 
orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/
LSI.iowa.

LSI in action: A Path to Hope and Healing

Mike remembers feeling angry and depressed, and his family 
was at risk of falling apart. When he decided to start Therapy 
Services with LSI, he questioned the decision. Therapy wasn’t 
easy and when he missed an appointment, he didn’t want to go 
back.

But through working with his LSI therapist, Sherry, for the past 
several months, he has found ways to grow and heal. During 
each session, Sherry is there to listen without judgment, and 
she provides a listening ear for anything Mike wants to talk 
about. At the end, Mike is always given a type of homework or 
a lesson to think about until they meet again.

While they originally began meeting in person, Sherry has 
continued to be available through virtual therapy throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The virtual sessions ensure Sherry and 
Mike can continue meeting regularly, on a flexible schedule and 
from the safety of their own homes.

“Thank God for working through LSI in-person and through 
telehealth, and especially for Sherry, who helps people like 
myself who have been lost for years. If I hadn’t chosen LSI, I 
wouldn’t have met my therapist who has truly helped me keep 
my family and stay alive,” Mike says. “I look back at the progress 
I have made and see some light peeking through to the end.”

A SEASON OF HOPE: 
Collecting for LWR Personal 

Care Kits
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As we journey through life there 
are bound to be times of trial and 
struggle. We are in such a time as 
we face the Covid19 virus and the 
pace of vaccinations that is slower 
than we desire, and weather events 
that bring suffering to millions 
which we often feel powerless to 
address. Jesus acknowledges our 
struggles when in John 16:33 he 
says, “In this world you will face 
trials and tribulation. Take courage, 
for I have overcome the world.” 

We see this same struggle in the journey of the first 
disciples as they journey with Jesus. At one moment Peter 
nails it with his confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God; in the next moment he is being rebuked 
by Jesus and called Satan because he refuses Jesus vision 
of a suffering Messiah. Those disciples leave everything 
to follow Jesus, home, work, family. They are faced with a 
food shortage when Jesus tells them to feed the masses. 
They too come up against a hostile mob throughout their 
ministry because they are followers of Jesus who himself 
faces opposition at every turn. I’m sure there were times 
they considered giving up and going home, and in fact, 
Jesus asks them at one point, “do you also wish to leave?” 

We too face challenges of faith as we journey with Jesus 
to the cross this Lent and as we journey with Jesus day by 
day. The five faith practices that we are focusing on during 
Lent are meant to be practiced not as a law or rule that 
one must live by, but as practices that sustain us through 
the hard times. They include fasting, solitude, repentance, 
almsgiving (charity) and forgiving.

Fasting, when practiced, reminds us that it is God who 
provides, and it reminds us that there are many who daily 
experience emptiness and hunger and it pushes us toward 
our neighbors in need. When lean times come, we have 
faith that God takes care of us. Solitude helps us remember 
our first love. It reminds us that when we strip away the 
world and its enticements, as will happen for all of us 
at some point, God it there. Practicing solitude helps us 
know this ahead of time. Repentance is about reimagining 
the world and our life in it. It is not just about saying 
“I’m sorry” to God, it is about getting our heads around 
God’s reign and kingdom – a kingdom built on agape / 
unconditional love and covenant promises that do not fail 
and our attempt to live that way. In almsgiving, or giving 
to the needs of others, we are reminded that everything 
belongs to and comes from God, and so our gratitude is 
spurred and the question for living becomes not, how 
much should I keep, but how much can I give away/share 
to help my neighbor? And finally, being intentional about 
offering, giving forgiveness is a way to remember that 
God’s forgiving is limitless. 

These practices sustain us for the journey. I pray that 
you are joining us in-person or online and that you will 

Letter from Pastor 
HABITS FOR THE JOURNEY
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engage these practices in you daily routine. Again, they are 
not meant to be a “law” to live by, but a gift – a gift that 
support you in your relationship with God, your neighbor, 
and yourself. You will only get better at them as you practice, 
and when trouble comes, you will have tools that keep 
you strong in faith, in hope, and in love. They will keep you 
strong in Jesus.

A Blessed Journey,

Pastor Rod

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 1 
Corinthians 13:12-13

On Ash Wednesday you may have looked into a mirror and 
put dust or ashes on your forehead in the shape of a cross. 
You may have heard the words, “remember that you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.” This was a mirror that 
reminded you vividly that life on earth is temporary, and in 
the ashes you could see dimly the hope and promise that in 
the cross of Jesus life doesn’t end even though our breath 
fades and our bodies die. It truly is a dim – low light ability to 
see and trust that promise.

That’s what Paul is talking about in 1 Corinthians 13. He says, 
“Now we see in a mirror dimly, but then (when Jesus comes 
again) we will see face to face. Now we know only in part; 
then we will know fully (the promises of God), even as we 
are fully known (by God). 

I think your generation is the first to be forced away from 
face-to-face learning in exchange for online learning. I think 
it demonstrates in part what Paul is talking about. When I’m 
online with people, it’s good and we accomplish what we 
need to do, but it isn’t as good as being together face-to-
face. No way! Face to face connections are the best because 
we connect and share life in ways we can’t fully do online. 
Life here on earth is a bit like being on-line with God; we can 
know him, love him, and even see him at work through faith, 
but we can’t be fully with him – face-to-face. So, it’s good – 
just not as good as being face-to-face with Jesus.

I can’t wait to see you again face to face. I miss you, your 
vitality, your smiles, your singing and praying in worship and 
Promiseland, and our time with Children’s messages. Just as 
I await in hope and faith Jesus coming again, so too I wait in 
hope and faith that we to will be together soon. Until then 
stay strong in you faith, hope and love.

Crossed in Christ,

Pastor Rod

Immanuel Kids
SEE DIMLY IN A MIRROR



Board notes

Trustees’ Notes
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on February 8, 2021 by Zoom 
communication from home sign on and at the church. January 
income was $37,174.35 and expenses were $44,826.32 with 
a – ($7,651.97) negative month. YTD Actual is a Negative – 
($7,651.97) for January compared to 2020 YTD of – ($2,322.52).

Endowment: $42,500 is the planned distribution from endowment 
for 2021. With Ann Hunhoff’s ½ salary coming from endowment 
and other standard and planned expenses, $8,204.50 is left 
undesignated.
Property Committee: Mike Oleson is going to look at availability 
and pricing of LED florescent bulbs to replace the 5 bulbs in the 
lounge and 2 in the narthex.

Personnel Committee: Policy No. 1230 Report of Child Injury/
Abuse, Policy No. 1240 Communicable Disease, and Policy No. 
1310 Exit interview were reworded and approved and sent to 
Council as a motion to be approved.

New Business:  No new business.  
Old Business: A. PPP loans are currently not available for 2021.
B. Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly vitality group 
update: A joint trip with Immanuel Youth to Colorado is planned 
for the summer. Lenten services will be in-person with message 
recorded at Immanuel and/or Bethany.

Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

The Mission and Outreach Board met on Wednesday, February 10 
at 4:45 via Zoom.
Present were: Jaci Thorson, Becky Stumme, Ken Korth, Chad 
Kozitza, Nic Determann, Larry Rieffer and Sharen Rieffer Devotions 
were given by Sharen (Philippians 4:4-7).

We are pleased to welcome Chad Kozitza as the newest council 
representative to our board.  
A few moments were spent getting to know each other.

This quarter’s emphasis is Hunger. The months of January and 
February are devoted to our Neighborhood Food Bank. March 
will be World Hunger through the ELCA. As of meeting day, gifts 
of $349.65 have been received for the Neighborhood Food Bank. 
Non-perishable goods are also coming in.

Nic reported that the Council approved our recommendation of the 
Lenten offerings going to our Missionary Karen Anderson and The 
Gideons International.

We also discussed if any items had been donated to Waldorf’s 
International students. We are happy to say that some items have 
come in.  (For a list of suggested items, please see the list on page 
6, or in the weekly announcements.)

We discussed how we can be more present to the congregation 
on what we do. At this time, we are hard pressed to do anything 
beyond the Messenger and bulletin announcements due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak

Council met on February 8, 2021, via Zoom with eleven members 
and both Pastors present.
Meeting was called to order by President Daryl Krieger and January 
minutes were approved.

Pastor Rod commented on the success of the Annual Meeting 
and expressed thanks to those that attended and assisted with 
leadership. He continues to work on developing a study for both 
Immanuel and Bethany. He would like those in the study to be able 
to take it to others and not just be consumers of the class. There 
will be both live and recorded sermons at both congregations 
throughout Lent. Three Peer ministers were hired at Waldorf to help 
that ministry to move forward.  

Pastor Zech is working to get things in order before his summer 
sabbatical. His goal is to make sure technology is under control 
before leaving. Confirmation is going well. Lent is planned. Worship 
attendance is remaining steady.

Chad Kozitza was welcomed as a new member of the Council.

COVID Protocol was discussed and the decision was made to keep 
everything as it stands in the best interest of our congregation. We 
will revisit the situation again at the beginning of March.

Financial Committee reported a loss of $7,652 for the month of 
January. This was reported as a typical January total. We are not 
eligible for the additional PPP program. We would have to show a 
25% loss to qualify. We are a mission focused congregation and 
thankful for the faithful membership.

Daryl led us into a discussion of Goals & Objectives for the year. 
Several concerns and hopes were voiced. A separate meeting with 
those interested in narrowing the field of choices will be held prior 
to our next council meeting.

Board reports were presented. Meeting was adjourned

Board of Education
Tasha Banta

We did some preliminary planning for the virtual Lenten Fair that 
will happen on March 17, 2021 via Zoom. Members volunteered for 
a day of Holy Week to prepare for. Tasha, Emily and Krista will look 
for activities/items from past years. Emily and Tasha will prepare 
packets for families to pick up.

We discussed Easter events, including an Easter Egg Hunt. 
Weather permitting, we plan to hold this event Easter morning at 
Immanuel.

Vacation Bible school is on the calendar for August 2-5 with 
counselors from Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp hosting the program. 
We discussed the need for preschool teachers, snack and a lunch 
team and host families for the counselors.

The start date of 2021/2022 Promiseland was briefly discussed. 
We may begin the year prior to Labor Day in order to keep energy 
flowing from Vacation Bible School.

Immanuel’s 2021 Council was installed during the Feb. 7 Annual Meeting. 
Council met Feb. 8 via Zoom and captured this existing way of meeting. 
Members include (l to r from top): Marcy Hanson, Dave Melby, Daryl 
Krieger, Chad Kozitza, Nic Determann, Linda Holland, Pastor Hopp, 
Melanie Westerberg, Kathy Leuwerke, Pastor Anderson, Linda Ferjak, 
Heather Johnson, Joyce Kasper
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TTrreeaassuurreerr''ss  RReeppoorrtt
IImmmmaannuueell  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh

FFYY  JJaannuuaarryy  22002211
JJaannuuaarryy MMoonntthhllyy YYeeaarr--ttoo--ddaattee AAnnnnuuaall PPeerrcceenntt  ooff JJaannuuaarryy  YYTTDD

AAccttuuaall  22002211 BBuuddggeett AAccttuuaall BBuuddggeett YYTTDD  BBuuddggeett   AAccttuuaall  22002200   AAccttuuaall  22002200
IInnccoommee 88..3333%%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 32,799.41 40,990.75 32,799.41 491,889.00 6.67% 39,284.25 39,284.25
Other Income 4,374.94 9,014.00 4,374.94 108,168.00 4.04% 1,042.21 1,042.21

TToottaall  IInnccoommee 3377,,117744..3355 5500,,000044..7755 3377,,117744..3355 660000,,005577..0000 66..2200%% 4400,,332266..4466 4400,,332266..4466

EExxppeennssee   
Staff Support 30,939.74 32,830.33 30,939.74 393,964.00 7.85% 30,561.09 30,561.09
Administration 7,275.10 10,016.92 7,275.10 120,203.00 6.05% 5,666.14 5,666.14
Ministry Areas 6,611.48 7,157.50 6,611.48 85,890.00 7.70% 6,421.75 6,421.75
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00
      

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess 4444,,882266..3322 5500,,000044..7755 4444,,882266..3322 660000,,005577..0000 77..4477%% 4422,,664488..9988 4422,,664488..9988

IInnccoommee  LLeessss  EExxppeennssee (($$77,,665511..9977)) $$00..0000 (($$77,,665511..9977)) 00..0000 (($$22,,332222..5522)) (($$22,,332222..5522))
 

Tasha Banta

Lent is upon us, and with that, we are in a state of preparation 
for the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. During the Lenten season, we will be studying Jesus’ 
journey to the cross with our “What Do I see in Calvary” 
devotional booklet. Calvary is a hill in Jerusalem where Jesus 
was crucified on the cross. We will be looking at different 
symbols and days of Lent as we travel through the 40 days 

leading to Jesus’ death. There are so many things that we may already know, 
and a whole lot that we gloss over on this journey. I hope you find time with 
your family to read these short devotionals each day and gather in person or 
online for worship each Wednesday and Sunday so that you can deepen your 
spiritual relationship with Jesus and give Him the thanks and praise He so 
deserves for the gift of salvation He has given with His life.
 This month our 5th and 6th graders are invited to receive their First 
Communion. For some it will not be their first time at the table since the ELCA 
has opened communion up to all of the Baptized. For some it will be their first 
time receiving the body and blood of Jesus. There is very deep and precious 
meaning behind the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Our children will learn 
about what it means to receive the body and blood, how our Lord comes to 
us, forgives us our sins, renews us in faith and leads us into new life through 
this meal that is shared across the world with all of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
 On Maundy Thursday, the Thursday of Holy Week, the children will 
gather with their parents for a foot-washing ceremony. In John, Chapter 13, 
Jesus washes his disciple’s feet saying, “If then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s fee. For I have given 
you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, 
I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent 
greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them.” This ceremony is an act of humility, a blessing from parents to send 
their children out to be servants to Jesus. To be humble, act kindly, and live to 
share His love with the world as Jesus did.
 We were not able to hold our annual Lenten Fair in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. This year, the Board of Education is putting together a virtual fair 
where 3rd through 5th graders can gather together online, hear about the days 
of Lent and Holy Week, and do some activities at home with their families. We 
will have packets of activities and goodies for families to pick up prior to the 
event! 

 The Board of Education is also planning an outdoor Easter Egg 
Hunt at 8:30 am on Easter morning! Look for more details to come via email 
and Facebook. 
 I pray this Lenten season brings you closer to the Lord and gives 
each of you a greater understanding of the pain Jesus suffered for the sake of 
our sins. He is ALIVE, and He lives in you! 

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY January 2021

Promiseland
Promiseland Families, 

The theme for Lent this year is “Open My Life 
Lord”. And that’s fine and good, but sometimes I 
think we need a little more than simply opening 
our life. Sometimes I think we need God to tear 
open our life, and God does just that. And since 
the end of this month begins Holy Week why not 
jump to that part of God tearing into our lives.

Good Friday has a couple of images for you 
to ponder and both involve tearing. The first 
one involves the centurion. Now what was a 

centurion? They were a commander of a part of the Roman army, so pretty 
high up on the list of leadership. And on this day, they were assigned to 
the crucifixion of a couple thieves and Jesus. He may have gone with him 
on the journey to the cross or was there sitting on the hill waiting for the 
convicted. I’m sure this was not the first time he was at a crucifixion. He 
had seen so many people die, thieves, traitors, rebels, maybe an innocent, 
maybe someone that just needed to be made an example of. Jesus to this 
person most likely was in one of those categories, just another man to be 
executed. We don’t know what his faith was, but if I had to guess he wasn’t 
a follower of Jesus and wasn’t a Jew.

But his life was about to be torn open, and may never have been the same 
again. We don’t know what he did after Good Friday, but we do know in an 
instant everything changed. As the crucifixion went on did he question who 
Jesus was? Did he think to himself this is different from every other cruci-
fixion? Who knows. But eventually Jesus took his final breath, very fast for 
a crucifixion. The earth shook, things were acting weird, people may have 
ran but he still stood his ground. And yet, when it was all said and done his 
life was torn open by a few memorable words, “Truly this man was the Son 
of God.” A confirmation, from an unlikely source. He may have thought this 
was the end of the story, but little did he know it was just the beginning of 
our lives being torn open.

The second Image I want you to think about ties into this story. The tearing 
of the temple curtain. A curtain that was intended to separate God from 
humanity. Very few people enter the Holy of Holies, and it is thought to be 
where God resided. But in the same instant the centurion was shaking and 
confirming, the temple curtain tore in two, and God was no longer sepa-
rated, instead he was tearing into our lives, and tearing us away from sin, 
death and the Devil. Jesus descended into Hell, and there was no longer a 
separation. Life would never be the same again and Thank God for that!

So you have it, as we bring Lent to a close with Holy Week a couple of 
images to think about before Easter. Images that show how our lives have 
indeed been opened up thanks to Jesus Christ. Truly this man IS THE SON 
OF GOD!

See you in worship.

Pastor Zech Anderson

Tear Open My Life Lord
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We continue to 
collect items 
for Waldorf 

International 
Students & 
Students far 
from home

Mission & Outreach Board is asking for help in 
donating useful items to help international students 
and students that are far from home. Items to 
consider in new or good, clean condition:

 Bedding: extra-long twin sheet sets, non-bulky 
blankets or throws

 Kitchen items: microwaveable plates, bowls, cups, 
plastic food containers, handheld can openers, 
baking and cooking pans, utensils, measuring cups/
spoons, dish soap, electric kettles

Coats: (winter, rain, fall jackets) hats, gloves, and 
scarves, Backpacks.

Items may be left by the church office. The students, 
Megan Gabriell, Waldorf’s director of International 
Student Services, and Immanuel’s Mission & 
Outreach Board truly thank you for this support to 
help these students feel a bit more at home.

Worship on the Radio
Worship over the air and on the web over KIOW 
107.3FM continues to be an important ministry 
to many members and non-members, locally and 
locations anywhere! Thank you to those of you who 
have helped this ministry by sponsoring a Sunday 
broadcast for $100.

            Upcoming dates available if you would like to 
give in memory of a loved one, or to honor a special 
occasion, or just because you, or someone you 
know is a faithful listener. Call the office (585-3152) 
to reserve a date:

       Mar. 21  July 4, 18
       Apr. 18  Aug. 29
       May 16, 23

Michael Ricks Online Concert 
March 14, 4:00 pm

 
Michael Ricks, the singer/songwriter and banjo virtuoso 
from Nashville who shared the song “Jesus Paid It All” 
in worship Feb. 21, will present a live on-line concert 
for Immanuel Sunday, March 14 at 4:00 pm. It will be 
live via zoom, and we will be able to interact with him. 
The church will host 75 people to watch the concert 
together live, with popcorn provided by the Board of 
Parish Life, and others will be able to view the concert 
from home on zoom through a link on immanuelfamily.
com. The concert is free to all!
 
Michael describes his music as “part country, with a 
touch of R&B, gospel, and a little bit of bluegrass.”  He 
was featured on promotions for Ken Burns’ “Country 
Music” documentary on PBS, and through a connection 
with Darius Rucker’s management began a relationship 
with Jonas Entertainment (yes, of the Jonas Brothers!). 
He is currently working on a 5 song EP with Jimmie 
Allen’s producer, Eric Torres. Torres has several No. 1 
hits on the country charts to his credit. Ben Allaway and 
Roo Credit met him in Nashville in 2019 and became 
friends. 
 
Please spread the word! This is an excellent 
opportunity for evangelism in our community, as 
Michael was very well received. The concert will be 
about an hour in length, and Michael will stick around 
and visit with people, answer questions, etc. He will 
do a mixture of spirituals, gospel, folk, country and 
originals. He has a great personal testimony, is very 
positive, and his music is upbeat, personal, and opens 
up possibilities for hope and love for all people. See 
you on March 14th at 4:00 pm!
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TThhaannkk  YYoouu  

A BIG THANK YOU to all of you who donate to the library!  The 
most recent gift of several new books left anonymously in the book 
drop is wonderful.  None are duplicates of any we already have, but 
all are excellent additions to our collection.  THE 13TH GIFT, a 
memoir, is a great read that calls each of us to think of others and 
then give in a clever, original way to lift them up and encourage 
them.  It is fun, gripping, a mystery, and TRUE.  To all of you generous 
donors, your gifts are welcome and greatly appreciated.  Thank you so 
much!  

 

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

22001199--22002200  RReeaaddiinngg  
CCoonntteesstt  WWiinnnneerrss  

Announcing the winners for the Library's 2019-2020 Super Star 
Contest:  Elyse Zrostlik, daughter of Hilary and Seth Zrostlik, 3- and 4-
year-old winner.  Brinlyn Zrostlik, daughter of Hilary and Seth Zrostlik, 
Kindergarten and First Grade winner.   Finley Anderson, daughter of 
Lindsay and Adam Anderson, 2nd and 3rd grade winner.  Keaton 
Hanson, son of Marci and Chad Hanson, 4th and 5th grade winner 

CONGRATULATIONS to these top four readers and to every 
child who participated in the contest!  A prize of a children's Bible is 
being delivered to each winner at her/his home and every participant 
will be awarded a t-shirt.  Although the contest was cut short by the 
pandemic, it was great to host all the Promiseland kids in the 
library.  Truly, our Immanuel children DO know about the library at 
their church, how much fun it is to use it, and how Jesus Loves Them!  

  

      

Library News 
March 2021 

 
2021 

 

To answer a question we've received, "How long can you keep a book with 365 daily devotions in it?"  Because it 
is hard to buy a devotional book before you know if it speaks to you and is what you need, the ones in the church 
library are for you to “test drive".   After a few weeks, if it's a good fit, it is hoped you will buy your own copy and 
return the other to the library.  Books with #4 on their spine are the Inspirational and Devotional section of the 
library.           Come to the Library.    "Test Drive".     And spend more time with God in 2021.   

 
    

Blessings & Prayers
Baptisms
Feb. 14 Shelby Ann Schulz, daughter of Dustin & Tara Schulz

Prayers
Rogene Westerberg and family in the loss of sister-in-law, 
Muriel Lowenberg of Anaheim, CA

Dan & Kim Langfald and family in the loss of Dan’s sister, 

Easter is Sunday, April 4th! 
Remember or honor someone at Easter with a lily. If you would like to help beautify the sanctuary on Easter, 
please fill out the form and return to church by MONDAY, MARCH 22.  
 

 I would like to order  ___ plants at $_____. Amount paid     
 

 In memory of           
 
 In honor of           
 
 Given by           
 
 

You are welcome to take the lily home following the Easter Sunday worship or share with someone! 
 

Diane (Langfald) Zuehlke of Forest City (formerly Mason 
City)

Nathan Gambell, Michael Lund, Gary Lund, and families in 
the loss of mother, Judy Gambell of Forest City

Anita Oleson and family in the loss of brother, Brock Walden 
of Forest City

Glenda Keough, Rose Marie & Brad Wicker, Ron & Jeanette 
Keough, and family in the loss of brother, Gregory Keough 
of Leland

• 8.50



Quilting will start meeting again – March 23, 
1:00pm, in the fellowship hall.

Come safely gather around the tables to help tie 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

No sewing skills required. 

God’s work. Our many hands!

L W R  Q U I L T I N G  D O  D A YL W R  Q U I L T I N G  D O  D A Y

Hello, Church
First and foremost, I would like to 
thank you all on behalf of myself 

and my youth for your participation 
in our February Date-Night-in-a-

Bag Fundraiser! It has been so fun 
to hear your stories about your date 
nights, and we are so thankful for 
all your generosity! This fundraiser 
has put us well on our way to our 

minimum fundraising goal of $4,000. We are hopeful 
to even reach beyond this threshold to help alleviate 
direct costs to the youth for our August backpacking 

trip with Sky Ranch in Colorado. I look forward to 
sharing a bit more about this trip with you in the near 

future!

For now, I’d like to share a bit about our fundraising 
schedule to help you decide when and if you would 
like to give! In the month of March, we will be doing 

an “envelope fundraiser” in which you pick 1 (or more) 
of 50 envelopes containing donation amounts from 
$1-50. You will then donate whatever dollar amount 

is written inside. The envelopes will also contain 
some sort of spiritual, kindness-oriented challenge. 
Easter morning brunch is up in the air, but there are 
discussions of morphing into a to-go option. We will 
be advertising if that comes to fruition. In April, we 
are planning to do a silent auction that will include 

services from the students and donated items. We are 
still sorting out the ways this will work both online and 
in-person; the auction will likely last a couple weeks to 
offer plenty of time to bid safely. If you have any items 

you would like to donate or ideas for different gift 
baskets or service opportunities we could “auction” 

off, please contact me!

Finally, we hope to host an in-person event this 
summer, of course, pending safety of meeting in 
person, that would be a family night with games, 

bonfire, and grilling. We are looking forward to these 
fundraisers as opportunity to serve and fellowship with 

you!

Ann Hunhoff

Assisting Ministers

Mar. 7...................................................Ann Hunhoff
Mar. 14..............................................Cynthia Ryder
Mar. 21..................................................Olivia Banta
Mar. 28............................................Kathy McEnelly
 

Scripture Readers

Mar. 7................................................John Tibodeau
Mar. 14.................................................Ken Hansen
Mar. 21...................................................Ellen Olson
Mar. 28.............................................Carolynn Korth

Altar Care
Mar. 7...................................................Jean Yeager
Mar. 14..................................................Joan Beebe
Mar. 21.................................................Jean Yeager
Mar. 28.................................................Joan Beebe

Sound/Video Techs
Sundays – Bruce Mielke, Dave Midtgaard
Wednesdays – Brice and Brian Golwitzer

Offering Counters

Linda Holland, Mavis Hess, Sonya Dyste, Marj 
Anderson, Ellen Olson

Laundry
Barb Braun

VolunteerVolunteer  
MARCH 2021
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March Menus:
Mar. 3 chicken noodle hotdish, peas, fruit, cookie
Mar. 10 3 bean & beef hotdish, cole slaw, cheesecake
Mar. 17 tuna hotdish, lettuce salad, pie (variety)
Mar. 24 hotdogs, baked beans, chips, ice cream
Mar. 31 HOLY WEEK – NO MEAL

Sign up each week by Tuesday noon with 
the number of meals you will be picking 
up or if you need your meal(s) delivered. 

Find the signup link on the church 
website (immanuelfamily.com) or call 

the church office (585-3152) to request 
your meals. Easy pick up by driving 

through the north alley of the church 
and getting your meals brought out to 

your care at the handicap entrance. 
Current hour of serving is 4:45-5:45 p.m.

Wednesday
Meals
To Go

 Template © calendarlabs.com 

March 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

1 
44::3300ppmm- Children’s 
Ed  
77ppmm-- Lenten Bible 
Study on Zoom 

 
 

2 
223300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group (zoom) 
663300ppmm- Parish Life 
Board 

 

3 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go (sign 
up) 
55::3300ppmm- Confirmation  
663300ppmm – Lenten Worship, 
Communion, (sign up), 
livestream 
77::1155ppmm- Confirmation 
773300ppmm- HS Youth Group 

4 
 

 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
99::1155aamm- Worship, 
communion (sign up or 
livestream) 
(No Promiseland, 
Spring Break) 
 
 

8 
55ppmm-- Trustees 
66::3300ppmm--  Council 
77ppmm- Lenten Bible 
Study (zoom) 

 
 

9 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group (Zoom) 
55ppmm-- Personnel 
Committee 

 

10 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go (sign up) 
44::4455ppmm- M&O (zoom)  
663300ppmm – Lenten worship (sign-up 
or Livestream) 
77::1155ppmm- Confirmation,  
773300ppmm- HS Youth Group 

11 
99::3300  --1111::3300aamm- 
Lutheran Day on 
the Hill (Virtual 
Event) 

12 
 

13 
 
SSEETT  YYOOUURR  
CCLLOOCCKKSS  AAHHEEAADD  
AATT  BBEEDDTTIIMMEE!! 

14 
99::1155aamm- Worship (sign up 
or livestream) 
1100::1155 – Promiseland 
44ppmm-- Michael Ricks online 
concert 
11ppmm--  Good grief group, FS 
 

 
 

15 
77ppmm- Lenten Bible 
Study (zoom) 

 
 

16 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group (Zoom) 

 

17 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go (sign up) 
55::3300ppmm- Confirmation 
 55::3300ppmm- Lenten fair 
663300ppmm – Lenten worship (sign-up 
or Livestream)  
77::1155ppmm- Confirmation  
773300ppmm- HS Youth Group 

18 
 

 

19 
AAPPRRIILL  MMeesssseennggeerr  
DDeeaaddlliinnee 

20 
SSpprriinngg  BBeeggiinnss!!!! 

21 
99::1155aamm- Worship (sign up 
or livestream) 
1100::1155 – Promiseland 
1100::3300aamm--  Virtual Potluck 

 
 

22 
77ppmm- Lenten Bible 
Study (zoom) 

 
 

23 
11ppmm--  LWR Quilting 
Do Day, FH 
33::3300--55::3300ppmm--5th 

grade communion 
class, parents 5pm. 

24 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go (su) 
55::3300ppmm- Confirmation  
663300ppmm – Lenten worship (sign-
up or Livestream)  
773300ppmm- HS Youth Group 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

28 
99::1155aamm- Palm Sunday 
Worship (SU or livestream) 
1100::1155 – Promiseland 
11ppmm--  Good grief group, FS 

 
 

29 
77ppmm- Lenten Bible 
Study (zoom) 
 

30 
22::3300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group (Zoom) 

 

31 
No meal 1 

66::3300ppmm- Maundy 
Thursday Worship, 
communion (SU), 
livestream 
 

2 
663300ppmm – Good Friday 
Worship - (sign-up or 
Livestream) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Blessings to all through this month of Lent 
nearing us to a ‘Happy Easter’! Praying for a warmer and safer 

spring.
Dawn Craig

GOOD GRIEF GROUP
New day & time ~ Sundays @ 1:00pm
2nd & 4th Sundays of each month

Gathering safely in the Fireside Room at 
Immanuel (masks required)

Grief share is a grief recovery support group 
where you can find help and healing for the hurt 
of losing a loved one. Curriculum used is from 
GriefShare.org.

For more information, contact church office 
(585-3152) or coordinator Anna Harringa (585-
3879).



MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

6:30 Wednesday

In Person & Livestream

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Kim Severson-Finance   
      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    
  Ann Hunhuff-Youth Ministry 
     ann@immanuelfamily.com

President: Daryl Krieger

Vice-President: Dave Melby

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Linda Ferjak 

Representatives: Nic Determann, Marcy 
Hanson, Linda Holland, Heather Johnson, 
Joyce Kasper, Melanie Westerberg, Chad 
Kozitza

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


