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THE MESSENGERTHE MESSENGER
 Vacation Bible School will 
be held at Immanuel June 5th 
through 9th from 9:00 am to 
noon.  This year's theme is Maker 
Fun Factory where the kids will 
learn they were created by God 
and built for a purpose.  At Maker 
Fun Factory, curious kids become 
hands-on inventors who discov-
er they’re lovingly crafted by God! Kids will learn one im-
portant Bible point each day.  The Bible Point is reinforced 
daily through Bible adventures, key Bible verses, songs, 
snacks and hands-on activities that help kids know more 
about their Maker-God.
 Registration is now open online at www.immanuel-
family.com or you can pick up a paper registration form 
in the church office.  VBS is for children preschool age 
through completing 5th grade.  A suggested donation 
of $5 per child is appreciated. The registration deadline is 

May 22nd and a late fee of $10 will be charged for rush 
shipping costs.  
 Volunteers are still needed to make the week success-
ful!  Middle and High School kids can be crew leaders.  
Their role for the week is to lead 5-7 children around to the 
different stations.  Adults are needed to help be station 
leaders.  Stations include, games, video, story, crafts and 
snacks. Anyone interested in volunteering for Vacation 
Bible School may contact Tori at childrensed@immanuel-
family.com or register online as a volunteer.  On Wednes-
day, May 24 VBS training will be held in the Shalom Room.  
Middle & High School training will be from 5:30-6:30pm 
and Adult training from 6:30-7:00 pm.
 Also, mark your calendar for Friday, June 9th at noon 
when the VBS students will show off what they have 
learned with a program for the congregation, family and 
friends.  We look forward to many students registering and 
filling the halls of Immanuel for VBS this summer!

Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School June 5-9

Immanuel’s Confirmation Class of 2014 is now the Forest City High School Class of 2017!

We trust the plans God has for you (Jeremiah 29:11) and ask God to bless you in this time of transition.
 Ethan Alsop Madison Kirschbaum Dylan Schleuger Nicholas Bohnstengel Ryleigh Lillquist
 Payton Skjeie Justyn Bronson Benjamin Midtgaard Mitchell Solberg Dakota Droessler
 Jason Mielke Sterling Stecker McKenna Espeland Katelyn Moklestad Alyssa Thoreson
 Karissa Gerdes Caitlyn Owen Vanessa Van Slyke Brennan Hertzer Juliann Sanasinh
 Austin Yeager
 The graduates will be recognized during 9:15am worship on Sunday, May 14. We invite these graduates, and any other 
Immanuel seniors who didn’t participate in Confirmation, to bring their graduation robes and gather as a class in the fel-
lowship hall at 9:05am.
 Forest City Ministerial and First Baptist Church will host a Baccalaureate service for all graduates and parents also on 
Sunday, May 14, at 3:00pm.
 Forest City Graduation is Sunday, May 21, at 2:00pm at the Forest City high school gym.

Immanuel Family Night: End of the Year Party May 10!
 
 A time to ALL come together for some fun as a community on Wednesday, May 10 
from 5-7pm at Pammel Park.
 Come and enjoy FOOD, a short WORSHIP from the ball diamond, and lots of GAMES 
and ENTERTAINMENT. (See all the details on pg. 3 in Pastor Zech’s article.)
 Sign-up on Meal Train® to bring chips and/or bars & cookies.
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HANSON FAMILY LIFE CENTER REORGNIZATION
 For over 5 plus years the Hanson Family Life Center has 
been sharing management responsibilities with the Forest 
City YMCA.  On April 18th this relationship expanded even 
further with the consolation of Hanson Family Life Center 
501(c)3 organization with the Forest City YMCA. They now 
are operating as a one joint child care provider.  This reor-
ganization establishes the structure in which to expanded 
quality child care and teacher support in Forest City.
 What does this mean? From the outside, community 
members will see little change. Immanuel continues to own 
the daycare facility located on the corner of 6th & G and act 
as its landlord.  The difference is that we will no longer re-
ceived rent from Hanson Family Life Center but from the For-
est City YMCA.
 The Immanuel Lutheran Church Council is excited about 
the possibilities that this reorganization provides and looks 
forward to continuing to support the mission of quality 
childcare in Forest City.

Summer Worship
 
 In June – July – August we will be gathering for Sun-
day Worship each week at 9:45 a.m. Coffee fellowship 
time will be held following worship.
Outdoor worship by the Waldorf Pond will be held once 
each month with dates yet to be determined.
 Wednesday Worship will conclude on May 17 until 
programming starts up again in the fall.
 These summer months with ALL of Immanuel wor-
shipping together under one roof (or under the sky) will 
be a great time to connect this Family together!

Vacation Bible School Donations Needed

 Food and supply donations are needed for Vacation 
Bible School. This year we are trying the Meal Train online 
donation sign-up. You can access the donation website 
via www.immanuelfamily.com.  You can scroll through the 
items needed and then click ‘volunteer for this.’ Once you 
have volunteered for an item(s), you will receive a confirma-
tion email. You will also receive a reminder one day prior to 
the items being due (June 1).
 Thank you for being willing to donate! If you have any 
questions on donations, please contact Tori Eastvold.

May Basket Party @ 
Forest Plaza

 
 The Vital Agers are hosting a 
May Basket Party at Forest Plaza at 
2:00pm on Tuesday, May 2. Audrey 
Olmstead will be presenting a pro-
gram followed by lunch.
 Please feel free to come and 
share a fun day and a May basket 
with the residents.
 
Mary Rodberg
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Faith in a Post-Television, Post-Sunday School, 
Neo-Google World! What does that mean? This your 
invitation to join us either Saturday, May 27th or Tues-
day, May 30th to attend the Cross Gen Life Tour with 
staff and leadership from Immanuel.  For more infor-
mation visit www.grossgenlife.org
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never live in peace. This beloved community is not made 
secure with military might, and cannot be sustained when 
there is no economic justice for all, but is hewn from the 
work of love to bring equality and justice and dignity to ev-
ery human life. 
 Join me and your ecumenical brothers and sisters 
throughout the world in prayer for our nation and our world. 
And join us by using your voices and actions to speak out 
against the evil triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and 
militarism. We do so hoping one day we may see the rising of 
a new and beloved community that truly reflects the vision 
of God for all of God’s beloved creation. 

Peace in the midst of Angst,
Pastor Rod

Letter From Pastor     rod�

IMMANUEL KIDS

Not Easter Eggs, but Easter Legs!
 I hope you found all the Easter eggs that were hidden 
at your house this year. It is a fun little thing we do at Easter, 
and of course the Easter egg reminds us of new life at that 
time when Jesus rose from the dead.
 I also hope that you find your Easter legs. The women 
who came to the tomb didn’t find any Easter eggs, but 
instead they found their Easter legs as they went from the 
tomb to tell the others that Jesus was alive. That is our task 
too, to find our Easter legs and go and tell. The Easter news 
is not something we should keep to ourselves. In Matthew 
28 we read, “The Angel said, ‘Jesus is not here; he has risen, 
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples: he has risen from the dead and 
is going ahead of you into Galilee.’”
 The women found their Easter legs and went and told 
the brothers. Because they did, you and I have come to 
believe. I hope you find your Easter legs this Easter season 
and tell others that Jesus has risen and because He lives we 
too shall live. 

Happy Easter Season,
Pastor Rod

 I’ve been in Washington D.C. a few 
times throughout my life, but this time 
things seem different. This time there is a 
new player in town. His name is Angst, and 
Angst seems to be the unfriendly compan-
ion of everyone I meet. 
 Now if you don’t know Angst, let me in-
troduce him to you. Within his character is 
anxieties, troubles, torments, and worries. 
He is indiscriminate about those whom he 
accompanies. He cares nothing about the color of your skin, 
your gender or sexual orientation. Angst does not discrimi-
nate based on religion, creed, class, ethnicity, or nationality. 
Not even does Angst care about your status as citizen, refu-
gee, or undocumented. Angst is unabashedly the friend of 
any and all.
 The irony is that I have come to Washington D.C. to join 
and ecumenical group of Christians. We are people who car-
ry within our DNA songs like, What a Friend We Have in Je-
sus, and When Peace Like a River, and My Hope is Built on 
Nothing Less, and yet Angst seems to accompany believer 
and non-believer without discrimination or prejudice.
 The theme of our gathering is “Confronting Chaos; 
Forging Community.” These words come from the sermon 
preached by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr in April of 1967 titled, 
Beyond Vietnam. In this sermon King identifies racism, ex-
treme materialism, and militarism as the evil triplets that 
threaten the stability and security of his time. And as I’ve lis-
tened to his prophetic words throughout this week it is clear 
that little has changed and his words are as relevant for to-
day as they were fifty years ago. 
 It is no wonder that Angst has become the friend of all 
in this city. Who can deny that the spirit of militarism is on 
the rise if the proposal that has been floated past the Amer-
ican people to increase military spending by 54 billion dol-
lars and paying for that increase by de-funding programs 
that protect and support the most vulnerable people in our 
nation gains traction? Who can deny that extreme material-
ism is on the rise when tax reform indicators point toward a 
reality that tax cuts will be reserved only for the wealthiest 
among us?  Who can deny that racism is on the rise as we’ve 
seen the extreme militarization of our police forces and the 
killing of young black men in the streets of our cities.
 Brothers and Sisters as Angst taps on the door of your 
heart, I invite you to learn from him only how to lay down 
your discrimination and prejudices. Until we learn to build 
community in the name and likeness of Jesus Christ – com-
munity with an extravagant welcome for all people - we will 

Pastor Rod

Angst in the Halls and Angst in the Hearts
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 It’s hard to believe, but the program year is coming to a 
close. Time sure flies when you’re having fun! So why not end 
the year like we began it, with an Immanuel Family Night! 
Whether you worship Sundays or Wednesdays, are 107 years 
old or a new born, come together as the Immanuel Family. 
Let us all come together on Wednesday May 10th from 5pm-
7pm and have fun as a community at Pammel Park. And, 
(DON’T say this to loud), if it rains we’ll gather at Immanuel 
and party inside. Come and enjoy food, a short worship from 
the ball diamond, and lots of fun games and entertainment.
 Some of the activities planned are, Soccer, Kick Ball, 
Wiffle Ball, Playground Activities, Carnival Games with Priz-
es. Some carnival games may include Ring Toss, Duck Pond, 
Bean Bags, Sand Dig, Football Throw. And feel free to dress 
for the occasion, I for one may wear my baseball uniform for 
some intense Wiffle Ball.
 And like I said before, this is not only for the Promise-

land kids, it’s for all members of Immanuel. We are a family 
so come interact with people you may not have met, may 
not have seen in a while, or those you see all the time. Inter-
act across generations, let your inner kid out and have fun in 
God’s World and in God’s Word. What a fun way to praise God 
for another wonderful year.
 And here is a teaser for the summer, we are planning a 
pool party for our next family fun night. So stay tuned to the 
same Immanuel time, same Immanuel channel as these sort 
of activities will be taking place throughout the year. Again, 
this is a wonderful opportunity to come together to build 
community in the name and likeness of Jesus Christ.
 See you in worship, and see you on May 10th at Pammel 
Park!

Pastor Zech Anderson

 These 5th grade students recently participated in a class to learn more about the 
amazing meal of communion and bring them to a greater appreciation of the sacra-
ment.
 Braedon Appel Owen Holkesvik Bailey Sobek
 Gracie Conrad Jaden Jerome Skylar Steffensen
 Brooklyn Craft Kaysee Miller Carter Stricker
 Parker Gayther Gabriel Ramirez Shelby Umbaugh
 Jack Harms Kylie Sesker Jenna Walker
   Jada Wooldridge
 Then at Maundy Thursday worship they partook in Holy Communion with their 
parents. Also as part of the service, as an act of love imitating Jesus’ love when he 
washed his disciple’s feet, their feet where washed by the parents with a blessing to 
‘Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.’
 
 Pictured is Gabriel Ramirez and his mom Heather DeGroote. 

Immanuel Family Night: End of the Year Party

Look who is 
turning 
ex’zech’ly 30 
on the 29th!

A stepping stone in the faith of 5th graders
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Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY March 2017

 Easter Sunday has passed, school is ending, and we’re all 
looking forward to warmer, sunnier weather. But as our religious 
holidays wane in the springtime of the year, the secular calen-
dar is still filled with plenty of opportunity for reflection and re-
membrance—our worship as people of God can continue with 
personal devotion and works of loving service inspired by our 
secular holidays.
 National Wildflower Week, May 1-7. As Christians, we are 
called to be good stewards of the world God made. Conserva-
tion of native plants helps improve water quality, provides hab-
itats for wildlife and improves human health and well-being. 
Contact your extension office to see how you can help with local 
conservation efforts. Pray for and cultivate wisdom and rever-
ence to use the resources of nature so that no one may suffer 
from our abuse of them.
 National Nurses Week, May 6-12; Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Week, May 21-27. This week is a great time to reflect on, 
pray for, support, and encourage nurses, doctors, EMTs, and all 
those who provide health care and support the needs of the 
sick. Explore ways you can celebrate the people you know who 
lead the charge for health and wellness.
 National Police Week, May 15-21. Designated by President 
John F. Kennedy in 1962, this week honors those in law enforce-
ment, especially those who have died in the line of duty. Pray for 
law enforcement officers and all those in civil authority, that they 
may do their work in a spirit of wisdom, charity and justice.
 World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, May 8. This 
day celebrates years of humanitarian work and the work of Red 

Cross around the world: providing compassionate care to those 
in need through disaster relief, supplying blood and blood prod-
ucts, and more. Consider volunteering with or donating to your 
local Red Cross, or giving blood.
 Ramadan, May 26 through June 25. Ramadan is the ninth 
month of the Islamic calendar when Muslims believe that God 
began to reveal what would become their sacred text, the Ko-
ran. It is similar to our Christian observance of Lent: Ramadan is 
a month of fasting, spiritual renewal, and self-discipline. Why do 
I mention this Islamic observance in an article on Christian wor-
ship? Because Ramadan is an opportunity for us to observe, ask 
questions, and engage in spiritual discussion with Muslims. It is 
an opportunity for us to learn about and appreciate our Muslim 
neighbors, and, in doing so, to reflect on our own journey of faith 
as Christians. It is an opportunity to love our Muslim neighbors 
as ourselves and to learn to see Christ in them.
 May these ideas inspire you as you explore ways to pray, 
serve, and worship in the month of May. Here are some other 
holidays to consider:
•	 National Teachers Day, May 9.
•	 Mother’s Day, May 14
•	 Armed Forces Day, May 20
•	 National Waiter’s and Waitresses Day, May 21
•	 National Missing Children’s Day, May 25
•	 Amnesty International Day, May 28
•	 Memorial Day, May 29.

Woship in May Travis Beck

March
actual 2017

Monthly
Budget

year-to-date
actual

annual
Budget

Percent of
ytd Budget

25.00%

March
 actual 2016

IncoMe
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 42,011.27 43,375.00 107,099.79 520,500.00 20.6% 43,722.64
Other Income 5,757.32 4,540.00 23,491.32 54,480.00 43.1% 3,512.14
Total Income 47,768.59 47,915.00 130,591.11 574,980.00 22.7% 47,234.78
exPense
Staff Support 37,654.67 30,602.92 91,385.31 367,235.00 24.9% 26,367.00
Administration 6,148.96 9,416.25 33,532.28 112,995.00 29.7% 5,527.13
Ministry Areas 5,971.02 7,894.75 18,492.94 94,737.00 19.5% 12,315.19
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00
total exPenses 49,774.65 47,913.92 143,410.53 574,967.00 24.9% 44,209.32
IncoMe less exPense  $(2,006.06) 1.08  $(12,819.42) 13.00  $3,025.46 
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Hello family: 

“All are
welcome here”
 Some of our high school youth had an awesome oppor-
tunity to do a workshop and attend a concert by Agape who 
is a Christian rapper along with Mr. Joe Davis who is a poet. 
One of the things that myself and our youth took away was 
the idea that the church is a place where ALL are welcome. 
The next time our high school youth ministry met we dis-
cussed this idea. We started by asking a few questions. Is 
there a person or group of people the church excludes or 
does not want include? Is there a person or group of peo-
ple that Immanuel excludes or does not want to include? Is 
there a person or group of people that I exclude or do not 
want to include? 
 I would invite you to reflect on these questions for a few 
minutes, especially focusing on yourself because if we are as 
individuals not welcoming we as a whole church will not be 
welcoming. Jesus calls us to love and pray for our enemies in 
Matthew 5. This may be the hardest command Jesus gives 
as He says,” If you love those who love you, what reward will 
you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” We are 
called to be different from the rest of the world. I know that I 
have not always been welcoming to everyone to our church, 
but I am reminded of the hymn “All are welcome here.” It is a 
great reminder that truly everyone is welcome into the fam-
ily of Christ and I hope we can be great ambassadors of this.
*A side note: no one emailed me last month about read-
ing the article. If you read this article please email me at 
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com and a candy bar will 
be coming your way!

In Christ, Matt Polsdofer

Middle School Youth Ministry:
Last one is May 7th from 6pm to 8pm. There will be pizza, 
fellowship and fun games to play!

High School Youth Ministry:
Last one May 17th at 7:30pm

YoUth MINIStrY Promiseland†
I t’s hard to believe that the 2016-2017 Promiseland year 
is almost over.  Promiseland’s last days are Sunday, May 7th 
and Wednesday, May 10th.  The students will end the year 
by singing in Worship at 6:30 pm on May 3rd and 9:15 am 
on May 7th.  I hope you will join us to hear what they have 
learned this year.
 On Wednesday, May 10th we will be gathering at Pam-
mel Park for the end of the Promiseland year celebration.  
This event is for families to attend together.  We hope all Sun-
day and Wednesday Promiseland families will join us!  We 
will be serving food, playing games and enjoying fellowship 
together.  Soccer, kick ball, whiffle ball and lots of carnival 
games will be played. It will be a great celebration to end the 
year!
 The Board of Education and I are so thankful for the 
teachers who have taught this year.  Over thirty  volunteers 
have helped to make this year successful.  All the volunteers 
this year have been wonderful!  I sincerely thank them for 
their dedication to Immanuel and Immanuel’s children.  I en-
courage you to thank the Promiseland teachers for their ser-
vice this year!  We also had 10 student helpers on Wednesday 
nights this year. These middle and high school students were 
extremely helpful in their Promiseland classroom each week. 
Thanks to these students for volunteering so eagerly! 
 Even though Promiseland is ending I am excited that Va-
cation Bible School is soon approaching.  A reminder that Va-
cation Bible School will be held at Immanuel June 5th – 9th 
from 9:00 am to noon.  I look forward to Immanuel’s children 
to come together again this summer to hear God’s Word!

By: Tori Eastvold
By Matt Polsdofer

Camp isn’t just for kids!
 Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp schedules Elderversity for 
those 55 and older who are young at heart and enjoy camp! 
This two-day event – June 5-6 – provides opportunities to 
listen to engaging speakers, get together with new and old 
friends, and meet the camp summer staff during their train-
ing time.
 Registration cost is $89 (double occupancy) which in-
cludes meals, lodging, a booklet (A Simple Way to Pray) and 
program. Additional people discounts available for rooms of 
3 and 4. The event begins with registration at 9am on June 5 
and concludes at 4pm on June 6. Or you are welcome to ar-
rive June 4 for the Ingham Lake Bible Camp Ice Cream Social 
and stay an extra night at no extra cost.
 Brochures with sign up forms and much more informa-
tion available in the office or thru the camp website at www.
okoboji.org.
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ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW 
By what we read and watch 

NEW    
PRIMARY CHILDREN 

1. If Jesus Lived Inside My Heart by Jill Roman Lord 
2. Good Good Father by Chris Tomlin 

 
 We’re All Wonders
 

CHAPTER BOOKS 
CHILDREN 

 
 
 

NEW DVDs  
 

1. Old Fashioned 
2. Risen 
3. Miracles from Heaven 
4. Joshua 
5. Dreamer 
6. Ragamuffin 

 
 

BOOK REVIEW 

Wonder is an excellent book that speaks not only to 
young readers but adults as well.  In fact, we read it in my 
book club this year.  This book is about a young boy who 
has a congenital facial abnormality and how the world 
treats him.  It deals with bullying with insights into 
Auggie’s and others inter-feelings.  This book teaches us 
lessons that we all need to know and remember to use 
every day.  A wonderful inspirational book that is not just 

for middle schoolers and now can be found in the 
church’s library along with many other great reads. 

Lindsay Langfald’s 4 year olds

Story Hour is coming in July. Watch 
for more details to help keep your 
children reading all summer long. 

 

  

 

Immanuel 
Library 

May 
2017 

 Thank you for the financial gifts that come in from wor-
ship offerings, automatics, or through the mail.
 Try this convenient way to give your offerings 
to Immanuel – could be a one-time gift, or a re-
curring electronic gift.
 Just scan this QR code with your mobile de-
vice and follow the simple steps.

‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church 
on  facebook for all the latest 
news and updates!
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Parish Council
Kathy Olson
 The ILC council met on April 12, 2017 with the following 
members present: Kathy Olson, Chad Benson, Ken Hansen, 
Steve Olmstead, Brody Hopp, Joan Beebe, Cynthia Ryder, 
Melanie Slater, Alice Lewellen, Pastor Anderson and Pastor 
Hopp.
 The Council, in consultation with Worship Director Travis 
Beck, set the summer worship schedule at 9:45 am with cof-
fee hour to follow.  Once per month will be outdoor worship, 
dates yet to be determined.
 The Council approved continuing Wednesday night 
meals through the summer.
 The Council discussed our current financial situation and 
the possibility of obtaining a loan if necessary.  The congre-
gation has been made aware of the situation via Congre-
gational President Kathy Olson speaking at a Sunday and a 
Wednesday service.

Board of Education
Emily Beenken
 The Board of Ed met Tuesday April 4.  The meeting was 
opened in prayer.  The board discussed two upcoming Im-
manuel events that they have been working on with Pastor 
Zach.  May 10th with be an Immanuel picnic and game night 
at Pammel Park. August 10th will be a pool party at the For-
est City Aquatic Center.  The rest of the meeting was spent 
organizing, decorating, and setting up for the Lenten Fair 
which was held Wednesday, April 5 from 5:30-6:40.  A second 
meeting this month will be held April 24 to plan the Pammel 
Park picnic.

Trustees
Kathy Olson
 The Board of Trustees met on April 12, 2017 with the fol-
lowing members present:  Kathy Olson, Chad Benson, Jenni-
fer Jenkins, Cynthia Ryder, Bink Keller, Cindi Lehmann, Mike 
Oleson and Pastor Hopp.
 Bink Keller was welcomed as a new (and returning) 
member to the Board of Trustees.
 The March financials noted a loss for the month of 
-$2,006.06. The two-months of benefits expense was paid 
in March which is $7,000.00 per month.  Year-to-date, after 
three months of 2017, we are at a loss of -$12,819.12.  We 
have not had to take out a loan yet.  Kathy has addressed 
the congregation about our financial situation and asked for 
help.
 In property news, the new sanctuary doors are still not 
here; we are holding on replacing flooring at the Hanson 
Family Life Center for now; a Maintenance Agreement with 

Boardnotes Hanson Family Life Center was reviewed.
 The final sale for the Bulman estate jewelry was done 
and yielded good results.

Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer
 The M & O Board met on April 12 with the following pres-
ent: Becky Stumme, Jaci Thorson, Steve Olmstead, Pott Va-
nAuken, Brody Hopp, Mary Reisetter and Sharen Rieffer.
Becky gave devotions on “How to Live the Beautiful Life” by 
finding joy where you are at, by keeping company with Je-
sus, and to enjoy the path beneath our feet.
 Our first quarter of the year had the ‘hunger emphasis’ 
as our mission. The noisy offering and coffee hour the board 
served went specifically to Stop Hunger and totaled $830.
 Lenten offerings were divided between Immanuel’s 
Global Missionaries, Colin & Jeni Grangaard, and the general 
fund. At meeting time, Lenten offerings totaled $2,297 giv-
ing us over $1,000 for our missionaries. (Our annual commit-
ment to the missionaries is $5,000.)
 This quarter (April-June) mission emphasis is our mis-
sionaries. We will continue fundraising for them through 
July 9 since they will be visiting us that day at worship and a 
church picnic. Special / Noisy Offering will be taken in June. 
Colin and Jeni Grangaard are available on facebook if you 
wish to follow them.
 Next meeting will be on May 17, 5pm.

Parish Life
Melanie Westerberg
 BPL met on Monday April 3rd. Our main discussion in-
volved helping Board of Education plan an end of the year, 
Immanuel Family Night picnic.  We will be providing ham-
burgers and hot dogs. Families are invited to bring chips 
or a dessert. This event will be held at Pammel Park from 
5-7:00pm. Hope to see you all there.

Grief Share
 If you find yourself in need of help and encouragement 
after the death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend, 
Immanuel has a confidential Grief Support Group that meets 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month. The group gathers 
at 6:30pm in the Lounge and is open to anyone who needs 
support and encouragement. Whether you feel like talking 
or just sitting and listening, that’s fine.
 For more information or if you need a ride, contact the 
church at 585-3152. Brochures also available around the 
church. 
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May Circles
   Hostess
Circle Date/Time Lesson Leader

Dorcas Wed., May 17 / 9:30am Bonnie Osnes, 
  Shalom

Martha Thurs., May 18 / 9:30am Linda Owen & 
  Liz Wilson, Shalom

Sarah Thurs., May 18 / 1:30pm ‘cookie potluck’, 
  Lounge
  Joyce Kasper

Rachel Thurs., May 18 / 7pm Carolynn Korth,
  Shalom, Barb Braun

Dates to Remember

Thursday, May 11, 10am ....... Circle Bible Study leaders w/
Barb Johnson, Shalom

Monday, May 15, 2-4pm ...................Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Shalom

Friday, May 19, 8am .................................... LWR Packing Day,
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 23, 1pm ........................LWR Quilting Do Day, 
Fellowship Hall

May Coffee Hours .........................Fellowship Service Group
May laundry................................................ Joann M. Bartleson

A r}]r}]
May Wednesday Menu

Served each week 4:45-6:45pm
May 3 ............................................... fish, cheesy hash browns, 

green beans, ice cream
May 10 ................ @ Pammel Park Immanuel Family Night 

Party: grilled hamburgers & hotdogs, 
baked beans. Families are invited to bring chips 

and/or bars & cookies
May 17 ................ Ham sandwich, potato salad, peas, bars
May 24 ...................Pork tips & noodles, green beans, bars
May 31 ................................................................... Cook’s choice

Summer meals will still be served so come and enjoy.
Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal

Immanuel Women of the
ELCA Treasurer’s Report 

(Jan.-Mar. 2017)
INCOME
Circle worship offerings .................................................... $   205.00
Circle project offerings ............................................................302.01
Funerals served ..........................................................................300.00
Coffee hours served ..................................................................194.43
Total ..........................................................................................$1,001.44
 
EXPENSES
Bill’s Family Foods ................................................................ $     79.20
Convention fee ............................................................................. 15.00
Ruth Cluster fee ............................................................................ 20.00
Regular synodical offering ....................................................... 75.00
Gather magazine ......................................................................... 79.80
Total ..........................................................................................$   269.00

 Karolyn Overlie, Treasurer

PACKING FOR LWR WORLD RELIEF 
MISSION PROJECTS

FRIDAY, MAY 19
FELLOWSHIP HALL – 8:00am

Marge Solberg

 The largest mission project of Immanuel women each 
year has three parts: is making quilts, sewing/stringing 
school bags, purchasing supplies and filling each bag; pur-
chasing and packaging personal health kits; blankets; and 
bars of soap. These three projects are on-going all year as 
many boxes of each are sent twice a year for shipment to 
crisis places around the world (including USA). Many times 
the yearly quilt count is over 220! Each October and May this 
project ends with packing and sending. The Fellowship Hall 
is full of Immanuel women (and guys helping) getting the 
projects ready to send. Then a dedicated couple takes the 
load of boxes to Albert Lea for a semi ride to hook up with 
the next relay. In about a week it all starts over again. Actual-
ly, it is a lot of fun and if you have not helped tie quilts on Do 
Day or pack boxes you’ve missed the fellowship plus helping 
with a much-needed mission.
 May packing:  May 19th  -  Fellowship Hall, Immanuel  -  
8:00 a.m.  -  It lasts about 1 ½ hr.
We also like the donut and coffee time after we are finished!
 Still needed for May packing:
•	 blankets (we also send tied-edge fleece blankets);
•	 medium-size light weight towels (dark colors)
•	 wide-tooth combs
•	 bars of soap
•	 SOAP: Lots of bars of soap
•	 Promiseland will help gather soap too!
 May Do-Day:  Tuesday, May 23,  1-3:00pm.  Ladies, join us 
in the Fellowship room.

Personal Kits needs: Wide-tooth combs, bars of soap, new 
dark bath towels. Please leave these items in the church of-
fice by Monday, May 15. Packing Day for Lutheran World Re-
lief at Immanuel is Friday, May 19 at 8 a.m.

Thanks for your donations!  Liz Wilson 
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Volunteers
Altar Guild
May 7 ................................................................................. Mary Lund
May 14 ...................................................................... Dorothy Olson
May 21 ...............................................................................Marla Betz
May 28 ...................................................................... Sonja Johnson

Assisting Ministers
May 7 ...........................................................................Cynthia Ryder
May 14 ......................................................................... Carolyn Price
May 21 .............................................................................. Jim Cherry
May 28 ............................................................... Antoine Cummins

Readers
May 7 .....................................................................Wyatt Steffensen
May 14 ..............................................................................Mary Farus
May 21 ...............................................................................Marla Betz
May 28 ........................................................................ Mary Harland

Communion Servers
May 7 .....................................................................Jim & Barb Braun
May 14 ........................................Joan Langerud, Cynthia Ryder
May 21 ....................................................... Liz Wilson, Judy Utech
May 28 ........................................ Harlan Rodberg, Joan Hansen

Communion Set-Up
May 7 ..................................................................... Shirley Rollefson
May 14 .............................................................................Barb Lovick
May 21 ........................................................................Dona Paulson
May 28 ............................................................................. Alice Jones

Song Leaders
May 7 ..............................................................Mark & Joy Newcom
May 14 ...........................................Amanda Take, Elizabeth May
May 21 ...................................................Kathy Jerome, Sam Beck
May 28 ......................................Audrey Olmstead, Jaci Thorson

Ushers .................................................... Wayne Johns, Jim Lund,
Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen

Sound Tech: ........................................................ Karl Wooldridge

Offering Counters ............Donna Johnson, Anna Harringa, 
Elaine Nerdig, Betty Nelson, Marj Anderson

 May 2017

PASTORAL ACTS

BAPTISMS:
April 23 ............................. Jordy Sue Johnson, daughter of

Mike & Heather Johnson
April 30 ................................Cecilia June Farus, daughter of

Joseph & Bethanie Farus
PRAYERS:
Family of Elida Tapper of Fort Dodge 
(formerly of Forest City).
Mary Ann Evans, Jack & Chick Thurston and families, 
in the loss of sister-in-law, Adoline Martinson of Radcliffe
Sue Moklestad, Erik Moklestad, Haley, Katelyn, Jason 
& Thomas, family and friends, in the loss of husband/fa-
ther/grandfather, Lynn Moklestad of Forest City
Family and friends of Sharon Gilbertson of Forest City
Pøtt VanAuken, family and friends, in the loss of hus-
band, Mike VanAuken of Forest City

Curt & Gina Schleuger, Dylan, Linda Cunningham, fam-
ily and friends, in the loss of son/brother/grandmother, 
Colby Schleuger of Forest City
Lacy & Jeff Jerome, Jaden, Avery & Kane, family and 
friends in the loss of father/grandfather, Don Helm of 
Mesa, AZ

FLOWERS & BROADCASTS
ALTAR FLOWERS AVAILABLE THESE SUNDAYS ($44):
•	 May 28 
•	 June 4, 11, 18, 25
•	 July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
•	 August 13, 20, 27
RADIO BROADCASTS AVAILABLE THESE SUNDAYS 
($100):
•	 May 7, 14, 21, 28
•	 June 4, 11, 18, 25
•	 July 2, 9, 16, 30
•	 August 13

Volunteers needed to cook Wednesday 
Suppers June 4, 11, 18 & 25!

A time for a group of friends, a family or two, to 
take over the church kitchen and plan and pro-
vide a meal for around 50-60 people. (Contact 
Jaci in the office, Pastor Rod, or Council Presi-
dent Kathy Olson with your interest.)
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May Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

May Day!

5pm - Parish Life 
Board, Lounge

2
2pm - Vital Agers’ May 
Basket Party @ Forest 
Plaza
2pm - Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room

3 
4:45-6:45pm - Sup-
per, FH
5:30pm - Handbells
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship, 
Promiseland sings
7:30pm - Confirma-
tion / HS Ministry / 
Choir

4 
8:30am - Women’s 
Bible Study, Lounge

 5 6
10:30am - Waldorf 
Baccalaureate, 
Sanctuary
2pm - Waldorf 
Graduation, Hanson 
Fieldhouse

7
9:15am - Worship, 
Promiseland sings
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promise-
land
10:40am - Adult 
Learning, Shalom
6-8pm - MS Youth 
Ministry

8 9
2pm - Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room
5pm - Education 
Board, Kitchenette

10
5-7pm - Immanuel 
Family Night, Picnic, 
games, worship@ 
Pammel Park
7:30pm - Confir-
mation / HS Youth 
Ministry / Choir

11
8:30am - Women’s 
Bible Study, Lounge
9:30-11am - Inspire 
Immanuel, Lounge
10am - Circle Bible 
Study Leaders, Lounge
5:45pm - Trustees, 
Kitchenette
6:30pm - Good Grief 
Group, Lounge
6:45pm - Council

12 13
2-5pm - Graduation 
Reception, FH

14 
Mother’s Day!

9:15am - Worship, 
recognized HS Seniors
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:40am - Adult 
Learning, Shalom
2pm - Eagle Scout 
Ceremony & Reception 
for Stross Newcom
3pm - FC Baccalau-
reate, First Baptist 
Church

15
2-4pm - Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom

16
2pm - Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room
2:30pm - Forest Plaza 
Communion Service w/
pastor

17
1:30pm - Dorcas 
Circle, Shalom
4:45-6:45pm - Supper
5pm - Mission & Out-
reach Board, Lounge
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - HS Youth 
Ministry / Choir

18
8:30am - Women’s 
Bible Study, Lounge
9:30am - Martha 
Circle, Shalom
10:30am - Good 
Samaritan Communion 
Service
1:30pm - Sarah Circle, 
Lounge
7pm - Rachel Circle, 
Shalom

19
8am - LWR Packing 
Day

JUNe MesseNGer 
DeaDLINe

20
2-5pm - Graduation 
Reception, FH

21
9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:40am - Adult 
Learning, Shalom
2pm - Forest City HS 
Graduation, FH Gym

22 23
1pm - LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH

24
4:45-6:45pm - Sup-
per, FH
5:30-6:30pm - VBS 
‘Kid’ Training, Shalom
6:30-7pm - VBS ‘Adult’ 
Training, Shalom

25
6:30pm - Good Grief 
Group, Lounge

26 27

28
9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH

29

MeMorIaL Day – 
chUrch cLoseD

30
2pm - Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room

31
4:45-6:45pm - Sup-
per, FH

   



246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246	S.	Clark	Street	•	Forest	City,	IA	50436

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the 

name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 9:15 a.m.

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

641-585-3152

Main phone number: 
 641-585-3152

Website:
 www.immanuelfamily.com

facebook pages:
 Immanuel Lutheran Church
 Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

staff:
rev. rod hopp - Senior Pastor
 pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
 Home: 641-581-2150
rev. Zech anderson – Associate Pastor,
 zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
 Parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike oleson - Property Manager
 mike@immanuelfamily.com
cindi lehmann - Finance
 cindi@immanuelfamily.com

travis Beck - Music & Worship Director
 travis@immanuelfamily.com
Jaci thorson - Administrative Assistant
 jaci@immanuelfamily.com
tori eastvold - Children’s Education
 ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
 mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Marie oleson - Housekeeping
deb fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
 dfardal@yahoo.com

church council
President: Kathy olson
Vice-President: chad Benson
 Treasurer: cynthia ryder
Secretary: Melanie slater
Representatives: Joan Beebe, Jennifer conrad, 
Ken hansen, Brody hopp, heather Johnson, 
alice lewellen, stacy Miller, steve olmstead
 


