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NEW MEMBERS
These New Members were received at worship on April 18.

Current Status of Immanuel’s COVID19 Response
At the April Church Council meeting decisions were made updating Immanuel’s response to Covid19. Before I reveal those decisions however, I 
want to say that the Council’s discussion was difficult, honest, and respectful. A spirit of well-being for the people of Immanuel and any visitors also 
graced our conversation. A guiding principle was, “when in doubt, err on the side of care for the most vulnerable among us.” I also want to suggest 
that these adjustments are made with a spirit of growing flexibility. For example, if you arrive at worship and see someone with whom you are in 
regular personal contact with in your daily life and would like to sit with that person but have not signed up to sit with them ahead of time, by all 
means, let our worship safety coordinator know this and sit with that person. This is good for you and your well-being and that is good for all of 
us. Also, if you wake up Sunday morning and remember you didn’t sign up ahead of time for worship, get online and sign up late, or just come. We 
have not and have no plans to turn anyone away from worship because you have not signed up. Your sign up helps us help you and your neighbor 
social distance and care for each other. Council has a deep desire to care for the spiritual and mental health of all members so please let us know 
how we can facilitate that best.
I’ll start with the most controversial discussion first which was whether to continue requiring a sign up for worship ahead of time. We understand 
there are strong feeling about this and it may even keep some from attending so every council member wrestled with this within themselves. We 
also recognize that those who are fully vaccinated or who may have natural antibodies from having the virus may feel confident and ready to go. We 
were reminded by younger council members that while the older generation and those in public service have had the opportunity to be vaccinated, 
the younger generation has not yet had that opportunity. It was decided to continue pre-worship sign ups for now and to revisit this each month at 
Council meetings. The consensus was that once all those who want to be vaccinated are, then those who chose not to be vaccinated enter at their 
own risk. Our hope is Winnebago County will reach that point within the next 30 to 45 days.      Continued on page 2

Ann Shook
Ann joins us as a former member of Calvary Baptist 
Church. New Member sponsors for her are Laura Winter 
and Anna Harringa. Ann was widowed 5 years ago 
when her husband, Roger, passed away; she has 2 adult 
children. Ann worked as a Direct Support Associate 
at Mosaic. Hobbies and interests include gardening, 
reading, anything on the military, and history.

Dave TeTT

David can be seen around Immanuel either helping with 
set up, operating the sound system, or playing the grand 
piano. He has been living in Forest City but originally 
came from McCallsburg, IA and a member at Bethany 
Lutheran there. Here at Immanuel Ben Allaway is his 
new member sponsor. His occupation was Electronics 
Technician, specializing in audio. David’s hobby is playing 
piano.

Robin Jaquis & Mark Sutton
Mark & Robin began worshipping with us outside 
last summer as they were new to FC. Mark is on the 
Waldorf University Business Faculty and Robin is a 
Social Worker working as Health Care Navigator at 
FAVA (Family Alliance for Veterans of America). 

Mark’s hobbies include snow skiing, disc golf, dog 
walking, live music, and white water rafting. 

Robin enjoys walking their dog Bean (and she loves cats too), and does 
needle work and crafts.
Mark has one adult son, Zachary; Robbin has two adult daughters, Leta & 
A.J. Dave & Ruth Melby are their new member sponsors.

Shelby & Gracey Korth
Aaron Korth was the new member sponsor for his wife 
Shelby as she joined Immanuel on the day their 4th 
daughter, Gracey Olivia, was baptized. Other daughters 
Addison, Charley, and Elliot make for a busy stay-at-
home mom with a degree in social work. Shelby would 
like to teach Promiseland, engaging in youth activities, 
and help children understand the importance of God 
in their lives. Hobbies and interests for the Korth 
family are camping, playing outdoors, visiting family and traveling to the 
mountains.

Joe, Patti, Grant, and Carson Strukel
The Strukel family moved into Forest City in 2020 and 
transferred from Trinity Lutheran Church in Blue Earth, 
MN last summer. Bob, Natalie & Elijah Alsop are their 
new member sponsors. 

Joe continues to commute back to Blue Earth as 
a High School Social Studies Teacher. His hobbies 
include biking, cross country skiing, fishing, hiking, and 
woodworking/carpentry. Patti is an Assistant Professor 
of Education at Waldorf University. She enjoys running, music, cross 
country skiing, and watching sports. Son Grant is a freshman in college and 
Carson is an active sophomore at FC High School. His first year he has be 
involved in cross country, basketball, track, band, choir, spring play, speech, 
youth group and valuable helping run the live stream at church.

Michael, Jenny, Morgan & Michael Jace 
Christ
This family of four has been attending since 2017 
but now made it official. They are transferring from 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Buffalo Center. Sponsors 
for the Christs are Zach, Val, Owen & Aviana Holkesvik. 

Michael works at Winnebago along with farming. 
Jenny works at FCIS Insurance and Shooterz. Daughter 

Morgan is a 7th grader at school and at Confirmation. Son Michael Jace is a 
3rd grader. The Christs enjoy farming, outdoor activities, baking, and family 
adventures.



May is the month when we begin to think 
about emergence. We may not think 
consciously about that word, but we 
do think about and act out emergence. 
We look for the Crocus and Tulips, the 
earliest of the perennials to emerge and 
bloom. We emerge from the house to the 
yard more quickly because it is no longer 
necessary to layer up with coats, boots, 
hats and gloves. Anyone who gardens or 
farms, once the seed in is the soil, begins 
to watch, to wonder, to wait, will the seeds 
germinate and emerge? When? I don’t 
know about you, but I always look for the moment when I can “row the 
corn” as I drive down the road. 

The word emerge comes from the Latin, e(x) meaning: out or forth and 
mergere: meaning dip. Literally then it means “forth from the dip.” It is a 
word related to transformation. If I dip a cookie in milk (which I love to 
do) the cookie is transformed – softened – and is much more enjoyable 
to eat than a hard, crunchy cookie. If we relate this to gardening or 
planting, we dip the seed into the earth and in the earth it is transformed 
from seed to plant – from one to many. 

Emerge then is a word that is related to Baptism, not by origin or 
etymology, but by meaning. The word baptize literally means to dip or 
immerse. We have been dipped in the transformative waters of Baptism 
and God’s word teaches that through the Spirit we emerge from that 
dipping a new creation. We are called to live daily into that dipping and 
emerging, dying and rising that God’s grace, mercy, and love, through 
the power of the Spirit may transform us – body, mind, and soul. 

Paul writes in Romans 6, “For if we have been united with Jesus in a 
death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his.” This is the connection between our Baptism and Holy Week and 
Easter. In Holy Baptism (our dipping) we have been untied with Jesus 
in a death like his, and because of that truth, we will certainly be united 
with him in Easter resurrection (final transformation). This is an amazing 
promise that we can hold on to for life.

Because of this incredible promise, we can emerge each day to lead 
lives focused not on ourselves, but on others. We, like the flowers of 
the field clothed in beauty by God, can emerge clothed in beauty – by 
God – the beauty of love, of service to neighbor, of a joyful life rooted in 
God’s promises. 

Dear friends, as we are together rooted in the soil of Jesus and emerge 
day-by-day to shine the beauty of God, guess what we are as a church? 
We are a garden! We are a garden planted by God to bear fruit that 
feeds, blesses and heals the broken world. We do this as we gather to 
praise God and to be nourished at the table, and as we live out our lives 
in the world reflecting God’s love and mercy. May you emerge each 
new day to give glory to God, and may we as a church emerge anew in 
this season to love and serve the world around us ever more brilliantly 
to the glory of God. 

Live like a well-watered garden,

Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor 
Emergence
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As you may know, I grew up on a farm in Western Iowa. Every Spring 
my dad would pull the manure spreader up to the door of my grandma’s 
chicken house. Then he’d gather up the pitch forks and lean them by the 
chicken house and dad would disappear. Well, guess who got to pitch the 
chicken poop out of the chicken house? You are right….it was me. And, 
let me tell you, pitching chicken manure stinks – it stinks like ammonia – 
YUCK!

The bright side was that I didn’t have to do that job alone. My brothers 
and I did it together. I didn’t always get along with my brothers, but it was 
really good not to have to scoop out the chicken house alone. It was good 
to have help. 

I bet there are times when you wish you had help. Help with your 
schoolwork, with chores, with relationships with your brothers or sisters or 
parents, with your attitude, with your faith. We all need help sometimes. 
The bright side is you have help.
In John 16, as Jesus is preparing to die and go to God, he says this to 
his disciples, “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. Advocate means helper. The Advocate 
is the Holy Spirit who was sent by Jesus and the Father on Pentecost to 
help Jesus’ family. You have a helper! When you think you are not strong 
enough to forgive someone – ask for help. When you think you are not 
bold enough or courageous enough or smart enough to do this or that - 
ask for help! Jesus is with us in the Spirit (the advocate) who will help us 
live the life that God wants us to live.
It isn’t always easy to ask for help but, trust me, God wants to help you 
and me. God wants to help us live in ways that glorify him – doing our 
best, honoring our mother and father, keeping the sabbath, not lying, 
stealing, or hurting others, not dehumanizing anyone, not taking God’s 
name in vain or cursing. God helps us live the life God knows is best, and 
God does that by sending us a helper – an advocate – the Holy Spirit. 
Call upon the Spirit and the Spirit of the Father and the Son will help you.
Crossed in Christ, Pastor Rod

Continued from page 1

Worship 

As for Holy Communion, it was decided that Holy Communion will be 
celebrated the first Sunday of each month through July using the pre-
packaged communion kits that were used during Holy Week and Easter. 
Council will revisit this issue at our meetings in June and July hoping to 
return to weekly communion as soon as we can use wafers and wine 
as before. The sign-in sheet that had been required for visitors to the 
office during the week for contact tracing purposes at the G Street and 
6th Street entrances are no longer required so have been removed. This 
makes coming to and going from the building easier for everyone. Mask 
wearing and social distance practices will continue to be required at this 
time. Mike will continue sanitizing practices implemented at the onset of 
the pandemic. Council recommends the use of hand sanitizer located at 
the entrance. Food and drink will not be allowed in the building in large 
group settings. And, please continue to stay home whenever you feel ill. 

Keep praying for your church, and your congregation’s leadership as we 
make decisions entrusted to us. Also, please reach out to any member of 
council with your thoughts, concerns, and yes, even your support. 

God’s Peace, Pastor Rod Hopp

Immanuel Kids
You Have A Helper

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   
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Who had any idea it took so many people to do Holy Week Services in 2021?!   HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL!! 

107 
30people ages 3 to 82 were READERS, 22 of those in the GOOD FRIDAY GOSPEL 

VIDEO READERS THEATER  7 played HANDBELLS 

CHILDREN in PALM SUNDAY  PROCESSION &  SPECIAL MUSIC: 12 MUSICIANS it took: 

52   EASTER EGG HUNT had 47 people involved.     30 were in VIDEOS    3 provided 

ALTAR CARE  2 CLEANED the building 

SOUND/VIDEO volunteers: 12   23 sang in the VIRTUAL CHOIR    

13 were USHERS 3 chose HYMNS  8 GRACEDRUMMERS drummed 

3 donated EASTER RADIO BROADCAST 2 PREACHED 24 gave 32  LILIES 

4 TENDED them  7 were SONGLEADERS   1 changed BANNERS    
1 RANG the church bell 33times Good Friday, the number of Jesus’ years alive. 

1 TRUMPETER 1 FLAUTIST  1 CYMBALIST 1 TIMPANIST  

1 ORGANIST/PIANIST   1 planned  COVID SAFETY   

1 prepared all BULLETINS   1 was CROSSBEARER on Good Friday   

& 1 did  EVERYTHING ELSE!   

The word LITURGY means “THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE.”  This is the number 
of PARTICIPANTS in Holy Week services at Immanuel in 2021 for Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday & 3 Easter services! 
 



Board notes

Trustees’ Notes
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on April 12, 2021 by Zoom communication 
from home sign on and at the church. March income was $56,154.23 
and expenses were $44,909.07 with a positive $11,245.16  month. YTD 
Actual is a negative ($11,966.86) through March compared to 2020 YTD 
of ($13,129.12). Good Month!

Endowment: $138.00 request for Pastor Zech’s Sabbatical and $39.57 
for batteries and Door Lock Set. $2,100 was paid out for Spring Waldorf 
Peer Ministry Scholarships.

Property Committee: Mike Oleson continues to the disinfecting of 
occupied areas used at the church.

Personnel Committee: Policy 1050 Employment Status was approved 
and Policy 1070 Resignations and Policy 1240 Communicable Diseases 
were sent back to Personnel to finalize.

New Business:  no new business.

Old Business: 
A. Looking at PPP loans with new COVID pay outs for 2021. Immanuel 
does not qualify as a greater that 25% decrease in Revenue per quarter is 
needed and we did not go to that extent.
B. Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly vitality group update:  
Vitality group meets Quarterly. A joint bible study was done online during 
Lent.

Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

M&O met on Wed., April 14. Those attending via ZOOM were: Becky 
Stumme, Ken Korth, Larry Rieffer, Jaci Thorson, Nic Determann, Chad 
Kozitza and Sharen Rieffer. Devotions were given by Sharen. She read a 
story about a donkey falling into an old well and how by shaking things off 
and stepping it was able to get out.

Our first quarter emphasis was hunger. During the month of March we 
had designated the ELCA World Hunger program to receive any of 
our mission offerings. We are pleased to say that $869.65 has been 
generously donated to the cause.

Lenten offerings totaled $1,751.75. Half of this offering ($875.87) will go 
towards our missionary Karen Anderson in Chile and the other half will go 
towards the Gideons. This is a great result for our “Spreading the Word” 
challenge.

Our second quarter (April-June) emphasis is to support Immanuel’s 
ELCA global missionary, Karen Anderson, located in Santiago, Chile. 
Our commitment to the ELCA for the support of our chosen missionary 
is $5,000 annually. One half of the Lenten offering ($875.87) will go to 
her. Current designated offerings for her this year total $540. Continue to 
remember Karen through prayer and through your gifts to her work she 
does in Chile with EPES (Popular Education in Health). We are hoping 
to communicate via ZOOM with Karen soon to find out how her life 
challenges are being met.

Some members of our board (Jaci, Larry and Sharen) met with the 
Sunday Promiseland students to discuss missionary Karen and what she 
does. The students created different messages/pictures to make Karen 
smile via the internet, and they generously had a noisy offering and gave 
$81.46 towards Immanuel’s commitment.

The Western Iowa Synod “Seeds of Faith” conference has donated $200 
to help with a local hunger project with the intention that we are able to 
match this amount. The board is looking into possibilities which we can 
support once we have raised the matching $200.

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak

Council met on April 12, 2021, via Zoom with nine members and both 
Pastors present. Meeting was called to order by Vice President Dave 
Melby and March minutes were approved.
Pastor Rod reported on the new members that will be accepted and an 
upcoming baptism. He also reported on the Synod Assembly which was 
attended via Zoom by our Immanuel delegation. Steve Smith will be 
assisting when necessary, during Pastor Zech’s Sabbatical.

Promiseland, Confirmation and Wednesday Night Worship will be coming 
to an end in May for the summer months. May 16 will be recognition 
Sunday for our Graduating Seniors. Holy Communion at Forest Plaza will 
resume in May and at Good Samaritan in April.
Pastor Zech reported that the Easter season videos occupied much of his 
time. Confirmation will be ending in the first two weeks of May. He has met 
with his Sabbatical team and will be meeting with the video and sound 
techs to set up a schedule for the summer months. The Moses project, his 
yearlong learning project, will be ending in May with a final “get together” 
in Des Moines with the participants. He will be taking vacation time from 
April 26 to May 2 for family events.

Financial Committee reported that March was a good month. Our Net 
Loss for the year was reduced to $11,967.
COVID protocol was discussed. We have had success in seating people 
safely. A few people do come without signing up and we have been 
able to accommodate them. The Director of Winnebago County Health 
is encouraging people to use the six-foot distance and mask wearing 
indoors. Winnebago County is still under 16% vaccinated. Our policy 
states that we follow the ELCA and CDC guidelines. The ELCA states “In 
all situations, error the side of Love Your Neighbor. 

Motions were made and approved to: Remove the “sign ins” at the 
entrances, put the Bibles and Hymnals in the pews, and to continue to 
wear masks in the church building. 
Worship “sign ups” were discussed and it was decided to keep it as is 
and continue to evaluate each month as determined by COVID social 
distancing guidelines. Communion will be continued on the first Sunday of 
the month and we will continue to use the pre-packaged kits.
Summer Worship will be held outdoors on the Second Sunday of the 
month. This service will be recorded prior to Sunday and be broadcast for 
those that are not yet comfortable with attending worship in person.

Board reports were presented; meeting was adjourned.

Board of Education
Tasha Banta

The Board of Education met on April 13 at 4:30pm via Zoom. There were 
7 members in attendance.

Topics of discussion included 3rd grade Bible distribution. We will be 
giving Bibles to current 3rd and 4th grade students on Wednesday, May 
5th. We will change from the Spark Bible to a more child-friendly Bible with 
a hard cover.

The Board voted on volunteer recognition for 2020-2021. Tori Eastvold 
and Marla Betz are the candidates and the Board voted unanimously for 
recognizing both Tori and Marla. We will present awards on Wednesday, 
May 5th. 

The end of the year picnic was discussed with items for the meal, games 
and music being decided on.

VBS was discussed. Dates are August 2-5, 9am-2pm. Tasha will be 
making a list of things that need to be done and we will split up these 
items at our May meeting. Registration to be opened up this week. 

The Board of Education will meet again on May 11th at 4:30pm.

Parish Life 
Karen Keller

The Board of Parish Life met in a zoom meeting on Tue., April 6. Ben 
welcomed new member Tina Berg who has volunteered to serve on BPL.   
The Board is very happy to have her as a new member.
 
We reviewed a few items from last month including Holy Week and how 
significant it was.
 We had three items for discussion for upcoming events. The first was that 
Jaci has asked us to take on the usher scheduling.  We need to broaden 
the pool of ushers.  Duties of the ushers were discussed.  Members who 
volunteered to call potential new ushers will have a Zoom meeting to 
discuss how they will do this.
 The second item was the end-of-the-year Promiseland Picnic.  That will 
be held on Wednesday, May 12, and we will provide volunteers.  [**NOW 
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 5]
 The third item was the election of a new Chairperson and Secretary.  
Joyce Kasper volunteered to serve as Co-Chair with Ben Allaway.  Karen 
Keller volunteered to serve as Secretary. Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, May 4th.
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The link for signup has been emailed or you can find it on 
Immanuelfamily.com
We will need crew leaders, 6th grade and older to help out that week, 
so if you are interested or you have younger siblings going to VBS, sign 
up and join in the fun! We will also need adult volunteers to help with 
snack and lunch as well as running the Preschool portion of VBS from 
9am-Noon! We can’t pull this off without all of you volunteers so please 
sign up if you are able! I can’t wait to kick off the new year learning about 
Jesus’ love for all! 
Blessings to you as summer comes-I hope to see you all on May 5th!

Sunday Promiseland Students and Mission & Outreach Board Members 
came together on April 18th to hear and learn more about Immanuel’s 
ELCA Missionary Karen Anderson serving in Santiago, Chile. Each student 
made their own artwork project for Karen that was delivered to her 
through email to provide some support and letting her know we continue 
to pray for her. Students also brought in their own ‘noisy offering’ which 
totaled $81.46!! Awesome job by these kids and thanks to Sharen Rieffer 
who promised to match their gift.

TTrreeaassuurreerr''ss  RReeppoorrtt
IImmmmaannuueell  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh

FFYY  MMaarrcchh  22002211
MMaarrcchh MMoonntthhllyy YYeeaarr--ttoo--ddaattee AAnnnnuuaall PPeerrcceenntt  ooff MMaarrcchh YYTTDD

AAccttuuaall  22002211 BBuuddggeett AAccttuuaall BBuuddggeett YYTTDD  BBuuddggeett   AAccttuuaall  22002200   AAccttuuaall  22002200
IInnccoommee 1166..6677%%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 46,113.29 40,990.75 107,591.99 491,889.00 21.87% 34,727.76 111,067.16
Other Income 10,040.94 9,014.00 22,264.03 108,168.00 20.58% 1,811.58 8,221.66

TToottaall  IInnccoommee 5566,,115544..2233 5500,,000044..7755 112299,,885566..0022 660000,,005577..0000 2211..6644%% 3366,,553399..3344 111199,,228888..8822

EExxppeennssee   
Staff Support 32,708.30 32,830.33 98,015.50 393,964.00 24.88% 29,625.06 89,950.77
Administration 6,209.52 10,016.92 24,583.24 120,203.00 20.45% 4,410.09 23,059.88
Ministry Areas 5,991.25 7,157.50 19,224.14 85,890.00 22.38% 6,926.55 19,407.29
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00 0.00
      

TToottaall  EExxppeennsseess 4444,,990099..0077 5500,,000044..7755 114411,,882222..8888 660000,,005577..0000 2233..6633%% 4400,,996611..7700 113322,,441177..9944

IInnccoommee  LLeessss  EExxppeennssee $$1111,,224455..1166 $$00..0000 (($$1111,,996666..8866)) 00..0000 (($$44,,442222..3366)) (($$1133,,112299..1122))
 

Promiseland families, 

It’s been quite a different year around church without 
having in person classes. I hope you have kept church 
and Promiseland lessons a part of your weekly 
routine to help your children continue to grow in their 
relationship with Jesus. I have found it to be a great 
learning experience for me, reading more of the Bible, 
studying scripture and writing weekly lessons for our 
Wednesday program! I pray that as you did the weekly 
lessons together, you found quality time with your 
family around the dinner table, in front of a fire, or 

cozied up on the couch together! 
As this Promiseland year comes to a close, I want to invite you to our 
Summer picnic on May 5th! We will be hosting a taco dinner with 
live music by Immanuel’s Worship Band. This is a family event meant 
to gather and socialize together before summer begins. Food will be 
served from 4:45-6:00 with worship at 6:30. We hope you will join us 
for some fun and fellowship-all are welcome!! Sign-ups for dinner at 
Immanuelfamily.com

The Board of Education would also like to invite 3rd and 4th grade 
students and families to worship on Wednesday, May 5th for the 
receiving of their Bibles. We will be presenting the Bibles and 
recognizing Tori Eastvold and Marla Betz for their continued volunteer 
work at Immanuel throughout the years! This is our last Wednesday 
worship for the year--come, help us support the children and 
volunteers that make Immanuel a great church home!
I look forward to seeing all of your for our Vacation Bible School August 
2nd - 5th. Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp will be here to get the kids fired 
up for the coming year! This year’s theme is Brand New Autoshop! 

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY March 2021

Promiseland
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Season of growth, that seems like an odd thing to start out with as I sit here writing this. Why would you star out with that? Pastor Zech you know you 
are not exactly a good gardener. You successfully grew pumpkins that one time and you have not killed off the aloe vera plant in the kitchen yet. But, 
besides those two things you have a terrible track record when it comes to trying to grow things. Ok, yes that it true, but I have watched grass grow and 
have heard people talk about growing plants. I do know when it comes to farming, even a field needs rest in order for it to produce the way it should, 
and maybe a cover crop is used or maybe it just sits there to recharge. And when it comes to ministry and even yourself, there are times we too need 
rest and renewal to help growth continue in our lives. And that is where my mind is today.
I cannot thank you enough for the upcoming time away you have given me for a Sabbatical. This past year has seen so much growth at Immanuel, I 

too feel like I’ve grown right there with you. And this upcoming time away will provide a chance for us to continue growing together in different ways, not only while I am away, 
but also when I return. From May 24th-August 2nd I will be on sabbatical, and I am excited for the chance to recharge the soil. During this time I will be exploring the hybrid 
church, connecting with God, working on who I am, and getting rest. Turning the soil over for a bit, and planting a cover crop, ready for more and recharging who I am so we 
can continue to grow together in Christ. I want to thank the Sabbatical team for helping guide me in this process. And I want to thank all those that will be helping Immanuel to 
continue growing during my time away, especially those helping with the tech side of Immanuel.
During this time and every day I pray you too find time to rest and recharge in your lives. I will be praying for you all as you continue to grow and emerge this Summer. And 
I look forward to hearing and seeing how you have grown and sharing how I have grown during our time apart. And when August comes and we look to Fall and the start of 
another program year, I pray we are ready to plant a new and see where God will take us next.
See you in worship in one way or another!
Pastor Zech Anderson

Season of GrowthSeason of Growth
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Worship on the Radio
Worship over the air and on the web over KIOW 107.3FM 
continues to be an important ministry to many members 
and non-members, locally and locations anywhere! Thank 
you to those of you who have helped this ministry by 
sponsoring a Sunday broadcast for $100.

            Upcoming dates available if you would like to give 
in memory of a loved one, or to honor a special occasion, 
or just because you, or someone you know is a faithful 
listener. Call the office (585-3152) to reserve a date:
 August 29  Oct. 3, 10, 24
 Sept. 5, 19, 26

THANK YOU to those of you who have been filling up our 
broadcast sponsor calendar!

Assisting Ministers
May 2....................................................................Dave Melby
May 9....................................................................Olivia Banta
May 16.............................................................Kathy McEnelly
May 23..................................................................Ann Hunhoff
May 30...............................................................Cynthia Ryder
 
Scripture Readers
May 2....................................................................Julie Damm
May 9........................................................................Ken Korth
May 16.............................................................Scott Bertelsen
May 23............................................................Connie Johnson
May 30..................................................................Joan Beebe

Altar Care
May 2......................................................................Marla Betz
May 9........................................................................Sara Uetz
May 16....................................................................Marla Betz
May 23......................................................................Sara Uetz
May 30............................................................Kathy Leuwerke

Ushers
Jim Lund, Gary McCarthy, (May 2) Denny & Kathy Jerome, 
Mary Margaret Keck, (May 9) Mary Kingland

Sound/Video Techs
Sundays – Brody Hopp, Dave Tett
Wednesdays - (May 5) Nic Determann, Dave Tett

Offering Counters
Marjorie Anderson, Ellen Olson, Kathy Bendickson, Anna 
Harringa 

Laundry
Joann M Bartleson

Volunteer 
May 2021

Blessings & PrayersBlessings & Prayers
Baptisms
April 18 Gracey Olivia Korth, daughter of Aaron & Shelby Korth

Prayers
Kelly & Dale Rayhons and family in the loss of Dale’s father, Henry 
Rayhons of Garner

Jill & Jason Miller and family in the loss of Jill’s grandmother, Pat Lenz 
of Conrad, Montana

Jolé Standiford, Chance Aldrich, Briana Marson, and family in the loss of 
mother/grandmother, Michelle Swenson of Forest City

Cole & Ashley Phillips, family and friends, in the loss of Ashley’s father, 
Jon West, of Forest City
Rolando & Deb Guarin and family in the loss of Rolando’s brother, 
Darwin Guarin, of the Philippines

THANK YOU!
We want to thank everyone for the cards and good wishes on our 60th 

Wedding Anniversary. Each one made our anniversary extra special!
Keith & Mary Farland

6th & 7th grade 
Confirmation students’ 
Service Project Night 
on April 14 took them 
outside for some raking 
and clean up around 
the church building and 
Hanson Family Life 
Center. Thanks for your 
good work!

HOSPITAL VISITS
Please note that hospital, care center and shut-in visits are 

resuming so please contact the church on behalf of yourself or 
your loved one so we know the need as hospitals and nursing 
homes cannot contact us unless you specifically request the 

chaplain to do so.

LWR Packing Day – May 14
Lutheran World Relief warehouses have been greatly empty 
of Mission Quilts, Personal Care Kits, School Kits, Blankets, and 
Soap and so we look forward to helping with the great need of 
getting these useful items distributed out around the world.

Anyone is welcome to come to the fellowship hall on Friday, May 
14, at 8:30am to help with boxing, weighing, and loading. Items 
will be hauled to a dropoff location at First Lutheran Church in 
Albert Lea on Saturday.

From now until then, we are collecting BLANKETS (new or clean, 
gently used) and SOAP (full-size in wrapper). These items may 
be left in the narthex or by the office.

THANK YOU to all of you who have been very busy sewing quilts, 
tying quilts, donating items for Kits, making school backpacks, all 
these ‘mission’ projects that continue to happen!
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May Menus:
May 5  Taco dinner - Promiseland family night
*May 12  French toast, sausage patty, fruit
May 19  Cheesy potato w/ham hotdish, corn, cookies
May 26  Spaghetti, lettuce salad, pie

Sign up each week by Tuesday noon 
with your order. Find the link on the 
immanuelfamily.com website or call 
the church office (585-3152) for your 
reservation. Easy pick up by driving 
through the north alley of the church. 
Meals are brought out to your car at 
the handicap entrance. Delivery also 
available.
Serving each Wednesday, 4:45-5:45pm. 
Anyone is welcome to this community 
meal!

Wednesday
Meals
To Go

 Template © calendarlabs.com 

May 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

2 
99::1155aamm- Worship, 
communion - SU/LS 
1100::1155 - Promiseland 

 
 

3 
223300ppmm – Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
w/pastor 
 

 
 

4 
223300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
663300ppmm- Parish Life 
Board, lounge 
77::1155ppmm--77::4455ppmm  ––  Choir, 
Sactuary 

 

5 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go SU, 
Promiseland families picnic 
55::3300ppmm- Confirmation  
663300ppmm – Worship, 
Communion, 3rd&4th receiving 
bibles -SU/LS 
77::1155ppmm- Confirmation 
773300ppmm- HS Youth Group 

6 
99aamm -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 

7 
 

8 
 

9  
99::1155aamm- Worship, 
communion - SU/LS 
1100::1155 – Promiseland 
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

10 
55ppmm-- Trustees 
66::3300ppmm--  Council 
 

 
 

11 
223300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
443300ppmm- Ed Board 
77::1155ppmm  ––Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

12 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go 
(SU) 
44::4455ppmm- M&O   

 

13 
99aamm -Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
663300ppmm--  Good Grief 
Group, FH 

14 
883300  aamm--  LWR Packing 
Day 

15 
22ppmm--   Brock 
Walden Memorial 
Service, Schott FH 

16 
99::1155aamm- Worship, senior 
recognition - SU/LS 
33ppmm– HS Baccalaureate, 
FBC 
 

17 
22--44ppmm--  Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 

 
 

18 
223300ppmm- Intercessor 
Prayer Group  
77::1155ppmm  ––  Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

19 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go 
(SU) 

 

20 
JJuunnee--JJuullyy  MMeesssseennggeerr  
DDeeaaddlliinnee 
223300ppmm – Good Sam 
Communion Service 
w/pastor 

 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
99::1155aamm- Worship SU/LS 

 
 

24 
Pastor Zech’s 
sabbatical begins – 
thru Aug 2. 

 
 

25 
  11ppmm--  LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 

26 
44::4455--55::4455ppmm- Meals to go 
(SU) 

 

27 
663300ppmm--  Good Grief 
Group, FH 

28 
 

 

29 
 

30 
99::1155aamm- Worship SU/LS 

 
 

31 
Memorial Day – 
Church closed 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to ALL who have been coming on Wednesdays. 
Congratulations to all the 2021 graduates!
Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist

High School Graduates
Blessings and congratulations to this group 
graduating from Forest City High School on 
May 23. Seniors will be recognized at 9:15am 
worship on Sunday, May 16. 

Elijah Alsop Olivia Gayther Jason Moklestad
Jordan Anderson Wyatt Gelhaus Brock Moore
Hunter Benson Brice Golwitzer Morgan Nolton
Madyson Benson Laura Harms Brock Sobek
Alex Brahm Brandon Leber Rachel Vogt
Toby Brock Kaylee Miller Alyson Walker
Ellie Caylor Noah Miller

The graduates will receive red & white prayer shawls made by the 
Prayer Ministry Team so they remember they are surrounded by God’s 
love as they use it.
Baccalaureate will also be held on May 16, 3pm at First Baptist 
Church.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
Jeremiah 29:11



MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

6:30 Wednesday

May 5 - Last Wednesday

In Person & Livestream

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Kim Severson-Finance   
      kim@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    
  Ann Hunhuff-Youth Ministry 
     ann@immanuelfamily.com

President: Daryl Krieger

Vice-President: Dave Melby

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Linda Ferjak 

Representatives: Nic Determann, Marcy 
Hanson, Linda Holland, Heather Johnson, 
Joyce Kasper, Melanie Westerberg, Chad 
Kozitza

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


