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 Every day is Mission Day in the life of 
the baptized and in the life of the church. 
Often however, mission becomes such 
a part of who we are as church that we 
tend to overlook all that is accomplished 
through our work together. For this reason 
we are planning to host a Mission Sunday 
on Sunday the 18th of November. On that 
Sunday we will be hosting Bishop Rodger 

Prois and welcome him as our preacher. As a partner with us in 
ministry he will speak of mission that we do not only as people 
here in Forest City and the surrounding area but mission that 
we do together state-wide and globally because we are part of 
a church that has three expressions: 1) the congregation, 2) the 
Synod and 3) the ELCA Church-wide. 
 It’s good to step back sometimes and celebrate all that 
Christ empowers us to accomplish together and to dream about 
mission yet to come. I hope you can join us on Sunday the 18th 
of November for this time of celebration and Holy dreaming.

Mission Sunday

Sunday, Nov. 4 is the designated worship service at Immanuel for 
Waldorf’s Homecoming. The Immanuel Choir, the Waldorf Choir, and 
the Waldorf Alumni Choir will be joining voices and singing during the 
9:15 a.m. service. All those interested in singing in this choir should 
attend a rehearsal on Saturday, Nov. 3, 4-5:00 p.m. at the Hagen 
Recital Hall on the Waldorf University campus.
The Waldorf Homecoming Concert with the Waldorf Choir and Wind 
Symphony will then be held Sunday afternoon, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m. at 
the Boman Fine Arts Center. Closing the concert will again be the 
Alumni and Immanuel voices singing with the Waldorf Choir, “God’s 
Son Has Made Me Free” and “Beautiful Savior”.
All are welcome to these collaborated events and celebrate 
community together.

Waldorf Homecoming November 2-4

Smokin’ BlueS 

Chili
Cook-off 
& BlueS jam with 

 Ben & friendS

TueS. nov. 13, 6pm
Immanuel Lutheran Church

èTo Enter:   Call 585-3152 by NOON on Tuesday Nov. 13
Bring a large pot of Chili by 5:00 to Fellowship Hall, crock pot preferred, 
but we’ll heat your pot if necessary.

Bring promo items for your business (signs, menus, cards) or for fun to display by your 
pot.  

Come at 6:00 to serve and promote your chili, or we’ll serve it for you & let 
you know how it came out! 

Celebrity Judges choose “The Critics Choice” 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Public chooses “The People’s Pick” 1st, 

2nd, 3rd
And... the coveted “Golden Pot” Best-in-

Show
+ Cornbread and Ice Cream!

Free-will offering!
Fundraiser for Music at Immanuel

Bishop Rodger Prois
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

THANK YOU for helping Immanuel host the 23rd Annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner
on Thursday, Nov. 22. We could use your time, food and/or 
money to serve up to 300 people.
Please fill out this form and put it in the offering plate or 
bring it to the church office.
Contact Deb Guarin (585-2507) or Jaci Thorson 
(585-3152-church office) for any questions.

GIVE  FOOD   NEED  
_______ Turkey   18 (14-16 lb.) 
_______ Turkey bags  (12 boxes) 
_______ Potatoes   100 lbs.  
_______ Cr of Mushroom  12 – large cans 
_______ Fried French Onion  10 cans                
_______ Butter   10 – 1 lb. boxes
_______ #10 can Corn  8 (gal-size) cans 
_______ #10 can Green Beans    12 (gal-size) cans
_______ Milk   4 gallons
_______ Coffee   2 - 3 lb. can (decaf)    
_______ Pies (assorted)  38
_______ Cool Whip  20 – 16 oz.   
     containers
_______ 11oz Mandarin Oranges 30 cans
_______ Candy Corn  3 bags
_______ #10 can Mixed Nuts      2 cans
  300 small Styrofoam plates for pie

Cash Donation: ________ (Checks payable to “Immanuel 
Thanksgiving Dinner”.)

Please bring turkeys by 5:00 p.m., Friday, Nov. 16
Bring canned goods, produce, and other items by Sunday, 
Nov. 18.
Bring pies by 9:00 a.m. Thurs. Nov. 22.

Please label items with your name and “Thanksgiving 
Dinner”.

Please note the meal will be served BUFFET-style
between the hours of 11am to 1 pm.

VOLUNTEERS
Wed. Nov. 21, 8:30am ___ potato peelers (3)
   ___ help set tables (3)
Wed. Nov. 21, 10am ___ carve turkeys (4)
Thurs. Nov. 22
 9am  ___ pie cutters (3)
 10am  ___ servers (15)
 10:30am ___ carry outs & deliveries (3)
 11am  ___ dishwashers (4)

Name & telephone:______________________________ 

 Immanuel is moving into that time of year when we 
begin seeking out and raise up people for Council leadership 
for the coming year. Some leadership skills are required, but 
that alone does not make someone qualified or unqualified 
to lead in this capacity.
 In congregational leadership we seek people who 
love Jesus and love the church. We seek those who are 
spiritually and financially generous toward the church and 
the world and are growing stewards of the gifts of God. We 
seek those who are willing to make personal sacrifices for 
the building up of the church as there will be times when 
meetings fall when personal things are also scheduled. We 
seek those who have a willing spirit and those willing to grow 
in faith, love, and obedience to God’s will and who are willing 
to struggle with colleagues to discern God’s will in things like 
the budget, personnel and program matters and mission. We 
also seek some specific gifts from time-to-time such as skill 
with numbers and financing, or organizational and secretarial 
skills for taking and recording minutes.
 This particular year we are seeking one who can 
step into the role of council president, a demanding and 
rewarding calling. We also strive for a gender and age bal-
ance among council members as much as possible. If you 
or someone you know seems like a qualified candidate for 
church council would you please talk with that person and 
tell them that you want to nominate them and get their bless-
ing to do so? Then call Jaci at the office and let her know 
and she’ll pass that information on to where it is needed. 
Thank you for the roll/s you play in building up Christ’s 
Church,

Pastor Rod and Kathy McEnelly 

All are welcome to join in a potluck brunch on Sunday, 
Nov. 11, 10:15 a.m. following 9:15 worship. It will be a 
special morning at worship as we celebrate All Saints’ 
Day recognizing those who have been baptized into 
God’s family and those who have died during this past 
year. The celebration will continue as we come together 
sharing this potluck meal.

                Trustees board will be hosting the meal. Your 
dish to share may be dropped off in the kitchen and it 
will be taken care of for you. Breakfast or lunch dishes 
are welcome.

Sunday Potluck 
Brunch Nov. 11

Seeking Individuals for Congregational 
Council Leadership

Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet
November 22, 2018 -11am-1pm   
(meal served buffet-style)



On Sunday October 21 I preached a Children’s 
message and a sermon with the title, “Not an Up 
Side Down Life, But a Down Side up Life. I feel 
with everything going on around us these days, from elections 
drawing near, hurricanes, volcanoes, tsunamis, and other weather 
events, a trade war brewing, and an immigration disaster and many 
other issues surrounding politics, parts of that message are worth 
repeating and expanding here.
 I have often heard or read theologians who believe that 
Jesus came and turned the world upside down. They speak this 
way about the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 and other places. Because 
of that belief those same individuals believe we should live an 
upside-down life. I have even espoused this notion myself from 
time to time. However, after studying Mark 10:30-45 I have come 
to realize that when anything is turned upside down, most of 
the time it loses its usefulness. In other words, whatever good it 
contains is poured out.
 In Mark 10:30-45 Jesus declares for the third time that he 
must go to Jerusalem and be handed over to the Priests and the 
temple and be crucified and on the third day rise. His disciples then 
begin to ask for things like a seat at his right hand and left hand 
when he comes into his glory. Jesus then teaches them (and us – all 
who will follow) saying, “You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their 
great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 
44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 
45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.”
 These words are at the heart of who Jesus is and who he 
is calling his disciple community to become. The word servant is 
Diakonia in the original language. A Diakonia was the servant of the 
king who was tasked with spending the king’s money and using the 
kings influence to help the poor, feed the hungry, cloth the naked 
and shelter the destitute. To be a slave in any time or in any place 
is to be one who is bound to another. Therefore, Jesus is calling 
his disciple community to become Diakonias of our King – God – 
and to spend God’s money (money in our possession) to help the 
poor, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and shelter the destitute. 
And Jesus is suggesting that all who follow him will freely bind 
themselves to the cares and concerns of others in this world. Jesus 
expects this of his followers for one reason only – because this is 
who he is: the king’s son who gave up his thrown to shower sinners 
with the blessings from above and like a servant bound himself to 
sinners in death that we may have life abundantly.
 The world promotes living life upside-down. In other 
words, the world says climb the ladder, get rich, live in ease and 
then you die. Live at the top and crash when you die. On the other 
hand, Jesus compels us to live life downside-up. He says die first in 

baptism. Then live as a Diakonia and as one bound to the suffering 
and then in death those good works for which we were created 
and for which we lived soar in glory to God. 

 This teaching of Jesus has far reaching consequences. 
Followers of Jesus then are called to be stewards of God’s 
blessings. Just as Jesus healed the sick, fed the multitudes, opened 
the eyes of the blind and did so many life restoring blessings so 
too are we called to live with this kind if healing grace. Followers 
of Jesus are also called to bind ourselves to those who suffer: 
the immigrant, the soldier whose life was changed in war, those 
outcast, looked down on, excluded, and shamed. This message 
should impact our marriages, our parenting, our politics, our 
consumerism, our money management, our politics and voting, 
our response toward migrant people, our response toward those 
caught in natural disaster, and every aspect of life. May you live life 
downside-up.

God’s Peace,
Pastor Rod

When I was a kid I never really thought too much about how my 
parents might feel. I tended to think they always had it together 
and weren’t in need of help or encouragement. As I have become 
a parent and grandparent I see these things differently now. Now 
I know parents and grandparents don’t always have things togeth-
er, and they don’t always have the answers to life’s most stressful 
needs. Parents and grand parents need to be encouraged too. 

 Here are four verses that you can memorize and use as 
words of encouragement for your parents. Try it sometime. I’m 
sure they will be very grateful.

1) So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10

2) Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; He 
will never let the righteous be shaken. Psalm 55:22 

3) For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7

4) He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by 
name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding 
has no limit. Psalm 147:3-5

 Part of becoming a follower of Jesus is learning to encour-
age others. Immanuel-Kids let it start with you encouraging your 
parents and maybe even a grandparent. 

Crossed In Christ,

Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod
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Immanuel Kids
Flag Football

Upside-Down or 
Downside- Up



Thankful Hearts
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This is my third Thanksgiving here at Immanuel, and I have 
yet to talk about thankfulness. Now that Thanksgiving is upon 
us, there’s no better time to talk about being thankful. The 
first thing that comes to my mind right now as I think about 
this, is Veggie Tales. And there was one song from the movie, 
Madam Blueberry, that talks about Thankfulness. Here are 
the lyrics that I want you to ponder this month,

“I thank God for this day, For the sun in the sky, For my mom 
and my dad, For my piece of apple pie! For our home on the 
ground, For His love that’s all around, That’s why I say thanks 
every day! Because a thankful heart is a happy heart! I’m glad 
for what I have, That’s an easy way to start! For the love that 
He shares, ‘Cause He listens to my prayers, That’s why I say 
thanks every day!”

 Being thankful. Do we take time to remember what it 
is we are thankful for on days besides Thanksgiving? We are 
very good about asking God for things; good health, weather, 
watch over others, and that’s good too. But let’s not forget 
to thank God for all God has done for us this year. And to get 
your mind going in that direction, allow me to share what I 
am very thankful for which, I am giving these thanksgivings 
to God today.

 Dear God, I want to thank you for so much. Thank you 
for sending your only Son Jesus to save us even though we 
don’t deserve it. Thank you for all the amazing gifts around 
me, my family and friends, the beautiful earth we live on, my 
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Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY September 2018

health, and all that I can see and not see. 
You truly are AMAZING! This year I am 
again thankful for my Immanuel Family. 
I thank them for calling me to be their 
pastor, thankful for the relationships we 
have built and continue to build, and for 
the work we continue to do together. I’m 
thankful for all those I have worked with 
this year and know that you are walking with them along 
their life’s journey. I am thankful for all those who helped 
us with our home this year during the flood, and those 
that have worked hard to make our home look nice inside 
and out. Thank you God, for all of these things that show 
me again and again You in the world around me. I am truly 
thankful! Amen!

 Those are some of the things I am very thankful for 
this year, and honestly daily. So, what are you thankful for, 
not only this Thanksgiving but maybe daily? Take some time 
to thank God every day, be reminded of the many things God 
has done and continues to do for you, even in the midst of 
perhaps darkness in your life, or change, or anything that 
is bringing you down. And know Jesus is walking with you 
always, and never abandons you through the good times or 
the bad times. And that is truly something I can be THANKFUL 
for every day,

Blessed Thanksgiving! See you in worship!

 Pastor Zech Anderson



Children’s Education
Krista Hopp

 The meeting began at 4:30, Oct. 9th with devotions. 
The board then discussed gifts for Promiseland teachers. 
We appreciate them and their willingness to serve our young 
people, so we want to show that appreciation many times 
throughout the year.
 The next item was the Christmas program. The board 
decided to move the Promiseland Christmas program up to 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 16. In the past, we have had 
a soup meal after the program to raise funds for Stop Hun-
ger. Since Stop Hunger is no longer a ministry, we decided 
to change things a little. We will be having pie and ice cream 
after the program in the Fellowship Hall. 
 We ended with some discussion on the Promiseland 
budget. Adjustments will be made to the budget based on our 
current Promiseland numbers, and more discussion will be 
had before making final decisions.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 13, 
at 4:30 p.m.

Parish Life
Melanie Westerberg

The Board of Parish Life met on Tuesday, Oct. 2. We dis-
cussed two upcoming dates. The first being the potluck dinner 
after church on Oct. 21. The BPL is hosting that Sunday. It 
was going to be an International theme to honor our Waldorf 
students from other countries.
The second fall activity we are assisting with is the November 
13th chili cook-off and blues jam.  We are helping line-up local 
businesses that would like to provide a pot of chili to support 
the fundraiser for our music department and the scholarships 
they would like to provide for Waldorf students. We hope to 
see many of you there and if you would like to enter your own 
pot of chili in the contest please do!
Our next meeting will be held after church on Nov. 11th to 
finalize plans for the 13th.

 Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

 Members present: Becky Stumme, Jaci Thorson, 
Steve Olmstead, Amy Thorson, Larry Rieffer and Sharen Rief-
fer. Devotions were given by Becky Stumme.
Items dicussed:
 Our Bible Camps emphasis from last quarter ended 
with gifts of $1,483.16. This will provide both Riverside and 
Ingham/Okoboji camps with $741.58 each. We are thankful 
for all those who helped support this effort.
 The last quarter of this year will be dedicated to our 
missionaries as our goal of $5,000 for this year has not yet 
been achieved. We still have $1,700 to raise for this worthy 
cause. This is a commitment that our church has made to 
the ELCA so it is imperative that we continue to make strides 
towards the $5,000. Immanuel will have a Mission Sunday on 
November 18 with Bishop Prois speaking. It was decided to 
have a noisy offering for our missionaries that day and also on 
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the Wednesday prior (November 14).

 The board looked over the budget. It was decided that 
our board would present to the committee two endowment 
requests, each for $1,000. One would be to supplement our 
Wednesday night meal expenses and the other to our global 
missionary fund so that we might be able to focus on addition-
al mission and outreach projects.
We also decided to meet at 4:45 on the second Wednesday of 
each month beginning in November.

Trustees
Kathy McEnelly

The Board of Trustees met on October 4, 2018. In September, 
we ended the month with a positive bottom line of $224.46. 
The year-to-date loss after nine months is -$23,309.61. The 
Board reviewed line items both over budget and under bud-
get. The Board approved a request for expenses related to 
seminary admission for Matt Polsdofer and also the fall ex-
pense for the Waldorf peer ministers.
 In property news, the parsonage water issue in the 
basement was reviewed. We have an estimate from American 
Waterworks for repairs and will get a second estimate from 
Midwest Basement. The Board approved a snow removal 
vendor.  
 The Finance Committee will be assembled soon to 
start work on the 2019 budget. The benefits package for pas-
tors and staff was approved for 2019.  

Parish Council 
Kathy McEnelly

 The ILC council met on October 8, 2018 with the fol-
lowing members present: Kathy McEnelly, Quincey Benson, 
Alice Lewellen, Amy Thorson, Ken Hansen, Kathy Leuwerke, 
Steve Olmstead, Heather Johnson, Ellen Olson, Joan Beebe 
and Pastor Hopp and Pastor Anderson.  

 Council continued review of our Constitution with 
plans to take suggested edits to the congregation at the an-
nual congregational meeting in February. Council discussed 
Pastor Rod’s upcoming 2019 sabbatical, approving the time-
frame of May 6 through July 28. The 2018 confirmand list was 
approved for confirmation service on October 28. Open coun-
cil positions for 2019 were reviewed.

Board notes
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 Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta

Fall is upon us, 
bringing with it a slew of great 
happenings in Promiseland! 
We’ve had a great start to the 
year and we hope the kids 
are enjoying their Wednesday 
night music and classes 
and that they are learning 
about Jesus’ love and all the 
amazing things a relationship with Him brings to their lives! 
Our Wednesday and Sunday music classes are starting to 
learn their songs for the Christmas Program already – it will 
be here in a flash. We will be sending home CDs in the next 
couple of weeks of the songs they will be singing. Play them 
in your car, at your house, anywhere you have a chance! 
In the past, Immanuel’s Christmas Program has been 
performed at 4pm with a soup supper to follow. The Board 
of Education has decided to try something a little different 
this year. We are going to hold the program, “Shepherds, 
Stars and a Savior” at 2pm with pie and ice cream for all 
afterwards. Keep an eye out for communication about pie/ice 
cream donations in the next few weeks. 
Looking ahead this month, we have some great Bible stories 
to teach and learn! We will read some stories of Samuel, a 
man who did not know Jesus, but was chosen by Him to be 
a prophet. God spoke to Samuel in the next story of David, 
the king and said to him regarding the rejected king, Saul, 
“Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected 
him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. 
People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.“ (1 Samuel: 16:7) 
In our Sunday Promiseland program we have been learning 
about The Fruit of the Holy Spirit, which give us 9 attributes 
of a person living in accordance with the Holy Spirit. “But 
the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these 
things!”(Galatians 5:22-23)
Let us all remember these verses in this new season . Live 
every day knowing that our Father has filled our hearts and 
souls with the good fruit and He sees these things in us. 
Treat our friends, teachers, family, and even those who have 
done wrong to us the same way God treats us. Forget the 
outward appearances and see the fruit in the spirit of all. 

In Christ’s Love,

Tasha Banta

Promiseland Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

•	 Who's Driving Your Vehicle??
I recently read an article that asked an important question: 
what or who is driving your vehicle of life? Who is in the car 
with you? The metaphor is that life is a vehicle and we can 
let many things take the wheel and we can pick up many 
passengers along the way. In their example they were 
talking about how money is in the backseat with them, but 
they do not let money drive their vehicle and make money 
their top priority.
I think about in my life personally, it sometimes feels like 
the vehicle is too crowded. There is family, health, friends, 
work, community service, glowing screens and many more 
things. Notice something/someone missing? Sometimes 
my car can feel too crowded to allow one more person in 
the vehicle and have them journey along with me. It can 
be tough to find time to stop and let God come into our 
lives. The good news is that God is there for us no matter 
what we have done in the past and is with us all the time. 
We see this clearly in Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” So let’s all take a break and look around 
to see who’s in the car, especially who is driving our car. 
Let’s make sure that we are allowing God to guide our lives 
and not things.
In Christ,
Matt Polsdofer
 
A couple of notes:
MS/Confirmation-Pastor Zech & I have worked hard on 
revamping our confirmation format. It has been going great 
so far! We have had the opportunity to discuss life and 
if this is it? We’ve had the opportunity to have a service 
night where we went around the community and picked 
up garbage. We’ve also had the opportunity for a parents’ 
night where parents and youth went through the first 3 
commandments in the Small Catechism. It has been an 
awesome time and the kids have a great attitude and 
energy!
HS-Our group is a little smaller number wise than last 
year at this point. We had a large class just graduate 
and from a number point things are done. But I want 
to challenge us on how we measure success in both 
youth ministry but ministry in general. Our youth that are 
attending have asked great questions and we have had 
great conversations about our faith and life. We are also 
working on letting them know that what they do each day 
with their friends and families is ministry and what they do 
is important. Thank you for your support!
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2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV) 
“You will be enriched in every way so that you can 

be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 
The Giving of Thanks 

 Reflections of a Thankful Heart 
By Lori Wick 

 A collection of inspirational and touching essays from Lori 
Wick, a popular Christian fiction writer, offers thoughtful 
meditations on the nature and value of heartfelt thankfulness 
along with gorgeous Victorian style paintings.   All who read 
this collection will learn of Lori Wick’s quest to know God, 
through his son, Jesus Christ and continue on your own 
journey to know God with a thankful heart. 

 

Thanks for the Mammogram!: 
Fighting Cancer with Faith, Hope, and a 

Healthy Dose of Laughter 
By Laura Jensen Walker 

Laura Jensen Walker tries to see the humor in all situations. 
Her experience with breast cancer is no exception. Diagnosed 
twenty-six years ago, the day after her first wedding 
anniversary, she initially responded with disbelief, but her 
support network including a mother who survived breast 
cancer, a loving husband, and friends helped her through 
mastectomy, reconstruction, and high-dose chemotherapy. 
With candor, she relates those glorious moments of heaving 
and hairlessness to which most cancer patients will relate. 
Walker is also a religious woman (her spiritual nature 
precludes the raw language of other personal narratives), and 
she credits her faith as well as her sense of humor with 
getting her through.  

Happy Thanksgiving from 
the Immanuel Library Committee!! 

 

The Berenstain Bears' 
Harvest Festival 

By Mike Berenstain 

Autumn is a beautiful time of year, and the folks of Bear 
Country are looking forward to everything the season brings. 
So when the Chapel in the Woods holds its first ever Harvest 
Festival, people gather at Farmer Ben’s for a wonderful time 
of family, friends, fun, and praising God for his gifts. 

The Library is teaming up 
with Promiseland again this year 

 
 

` The Promiseland Reading Contest is off to a great start 
with the students sprinting to the library to check out books 
and movies.  More good news is the checkout book to movie 
ratio is 3 to 1.  We definitely have readers in our church 
family.  As of October 19, half of the Promiseland classes 
have visited the library with the rest scheduled to visit by 
November 7.  When the classes are scheduled, the students 
take turns coming into the library while the others play Bible 
Jeopardy, a favorite game among the students.  The pictures 
of students from the three & four year olds and 4th grade 
classes are the winners from their Jeopardy game but as we 
always remind the students, they are ALL winners because 
Jesus loves all of us. 
 

  

November 
Library 

News 
  

 

 
 
 

2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV) 
“You will be enriched in every way so that you can 

be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 
The Giving of Thanks 

 Reflections of a Thankful Heart 
By Lori Wick 

 A collection of inspirational and touching essays from Lori 
Wick, a popular Christian fiction writer, offers thoughtful 
meditations on the nature and value of heartfelt thankfulness 
along with gorgeous Victorian style paintings.   All who read 
this collection will learn of Lori Wick’s quest to know God, 
through his son, Jesus Christ and continue on your own 
journey to know God with a thankful heart. 

 

Thanks for the Mammogram!: 
Fighting Cancer with Faith, Hope, and a 

Healthy Dose of Laughter 
By Laura Jensen Walker 

Laura Jensen Walker tries to see the humor in all situations. 
Her experience with breast cancer is no exception. Diagnosed 
twenty-six years ago, the day after her first wedding 
anniversary, she initially responded with disbelief, but her 
support network including a mother who survived breast 
cancer, a loving husband, and friends helped her through 
mastectomy, reconstruction, and high-dose chemotherapy. 
With candor, she relates those glorious moments of heaving 
and hairlessness to which most cancer patients will relate. 
Walker is also a religious woman (her spiritual nature 
precludes the raw language of other personal narratives), and 
she credits her faith as well as her sense of humor with 
getting her through.  

Happy Thanksgiving from 
the Immanuel Library Committee!! 

 

The Berenstain Bears' 
Harvest Festival 

By Mike Berenstain 

Autumn is a beautiful time of year, and the folks of Bear 
Country are looking forward to everything the season brings. 
So when the Chapel in the Woods holds its first ever Harvest 
Festival, people gather at Farmer Ben’s for a wonderful time 
of family, friends, fun, and praising God for his gifts. 

The Library is teaming up 
with Promiseland again this year 

 
 

` The Promiseland Reading Contest is off to a great start 
with the students sprinting to the library to check out books 
and movies.  More good news is the checkout book to movie 
ratio is 3 to 1.  We definitely have readers in our church 
family.  As of October 19, half of the Promiseland classes 
have visited the library with the rest scheduled to visit by 
November 7.  When the classes are scheduled, the students 
take turns coming into the library while the others play Bible 
Jeopardy, a favorite game among the students.  The pictures 
of students from the three & four year olds and 4th grade 
classes are the winners from their Jeopardy game but as we 
always remind the students, they are ALL winners because 
Jesus loves all of us. 
 

  

November 
Library 

News 
  

It soon will be time to decorate the Sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season!  Immanuel Family 
will host “The Hanging of the Greens”, a family-friendly time of holiday fellowship, refreshments, lis-
tening to Christmas carols and decorating in the church Sanctuary immediately following the morning 
service.  Everything will be all ready to go, so come help create a breathtaking and festive atmosphere 
in which to anticipate the joyous coming of the Christ-child, our Lord and Savior.

HANGING OF THE GREENS Sunday Nov. 25 After Church
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

By Marge Solberg
 I’ve always wanted days and weeks to go faster. At age 4 I could hardly wait to start school. In 8th grade I wished I was in high school. 
I drove an old pickup all over a field, learning to drive before age 14. I always knew I would leave home for college after high school. My dad 
said I was impatient and never satisfied with where I was at the moment. When my sisters and I played school, we were never in lower grades; 
we played that we were in college. I still look past today toward tomorrow’s events, wishing time would go faster. Now it is November and I am 
looking back over this year thinking about those events I was so anxious to enjoy. As I got older I thought of what I overlooked, too anxious for 
time to move faster. Did I rush past good friends who thought we would spend a day together? Did I say, “later” to my child who needed my 
help, or ignore a young one, excited to get my attention: “grandma, look at what I did!” But, I was already on to tomorrow. What was my hurry? 
Did I think tomorrow would be so much more interesting than today? I must have.
 Now some of us are in the autumn of our lives and I wonder if it is too late to go back and honor our missed good intentions? We have 
said to neighbors and friends, “if you need any help, let me know,” but is it too late now to just go to them and help? Can we ever make up for 
“I’ll call you” “come over for coffee sometime;” “I’ll give you a ride, anytime;” “need a listening ear?” But we rushed on with our lives, anxious 
about what was waiting for us tomorrow. What could be more important than a hurting friend, than a hungry, homeless person we noticed only 
because she was in our way? We read about those needing help because of floods, fires, or outbreak of war in their country and we even kept 
the address to send something, but when we came back from tomorrow’s fun we had forgotten all of them. We are saddened about those who 
have moved, died, or given up hope as they watched us move into tomorrow, never looking back.
 Our Bibles and study books are open to the circle lesson but the phone rings, our friends planned an amazing day trip we just can’t 
miss. We put the circle items away; plenty of time tomorrow. But God knows we won’t work it into our tomorrows. Prayer? A hurried “Come 
Lord Jesus” as we sit down to the table. We’ll have more time tomorrow – right? So, it goes, day after day into year after year, and soon it is au-
tumn. We can only look back with regret at what was missed and ahead, into tomorrow with hope. I will try very hard to change my perspective 
of what is important and what I am called to do. Will you join me in this new attitude? It is autumn and we don’t have much time left to change, 
to serve my neighbor, to give up some of our tomorrows for someone else.

Sent to Albert Lea from Packing Day Oct. 12:
Quilts: 115  Personal Care Kits: 40
Blankets: 27  Backpack School Kits: 121
Soap Bars: 147
 Thank you to Kay Sorensen, chairperson of Quilts; Marlene Faircloth who helped organized Packing Day; to all the men and women 
who help with packing; Mike for clean-up, Shirley Rollefson and Sonja Johnson for snacks; John and Marlene, Harlan and Mary Rodberg for 
taking boxes to Albert Lea.
 Elaine Nerdig suffered a stroke and was unable to help with Packing Day. She was mission chairperson for many years and was making 
quilts until a week before she became sick. Thank you, Elaine, for your many years of service. We are thinking of you and praying for you to get 
better.

IT’S AUTUMN AND WE DON’T HAVE 
MUCH TIME LEFT

November Circle Schedule
	 Date/Time		 Location/Hostess	 	 		L	esson	Leader
Martha        Nov. 15/9:30am                Shalom/Betty Olson, Anna Harringa    Ellen Olson
Dorcas Nov. 15/1:30pm Good Samaritan Center
Sarah Nov. 15/1:30pm Lounge/Kay Sorenson       Joan Hanson
Rachel Nov. 15/1:30pm Fellowship Hall/Cherrice Ehrich  Mary Rodberg

Dates to remember:

Thursday, Nov. 8, 10am  Circle Bible Study Leaders w/Barb Johnson, Lounge
Monday, Nov. 19, 2-4pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Tuesday, Nov. 27, 1pm  LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall
November Coffee Fellowship  MS & HS Youth
November Laundry   Anna Harringa

Immanuel	Women	of	the	ELCA	Quarterly	Treasurer•s	Report	
(July-Sept.	2018)

Income
Worship and Project Offerings  $405.04
Funerals Served        $600.00
Coffee Hours Served   $307.80
Total     $1,312.84

Expenses
Bill’s Family Foods    $10.54
Gather Magazine            $79.80
Parish Projects (supplies, etc.)        $321.56
Total     $411.90

Karen Gustafson
Treasurer

Thank You!
 The church kitchen has a fresh, clean look following the annual cleaning on Thursday, Oct. 11. Labels on the cabinets are in the process of being put on the 
doors and drawers to help everyone find what they need when using the kitchen.
 Thank you to: Laurel Erickson, Mary Farland, Linda Hinkley, Mary Rodberg, Mary Beth Wooldridge and Jean Yeager for getting the annual kitchen cleaning 
accomplished. Well done!
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First, we want to thank the congregation for allowing this 
opportunity to happen along with thanking those that 
volunteered their time that day on Oct. 20: Jill Grunzke, 
Jim & Barb Braun, Stacy Miller, Kathy Gayther, Jimmy 
Blankenship, Brian Golwitzer, Chad Kozitza and all the youth 
that attended the event held at MaJoPa.
 The Peer Ministry model is based on The Good Samaritan 
parable. We are called to be like the Samaritan:
• We need to be observant to those around us. The 

Samaritan was observant of the mans need for help.
• We are called to action, we need to be willing to help 

people not just watch what is happening.

Vital Agers
Mary Rodberg
Although it seems too early, it is once again time to prepare for the Christmas season. The Vital Agers will be starting 
this season of celebration with a day of food, fun and fellowship. Please mark December 4 on your calendars.
On that day at 11:30 a.m. we will be having a dinner in the fellowship hall. For only $8.50 you can enjoy a meal of swiss 
chicken, twice baked potatoes, baby carrots, tossed salad and sherbet catered by Bill’s Deli.
After the dinner we will celebrate Christmas with scripture and music to kick off this season of celebration of Christ’s 
birth.
Watch the bulletin board outside the office for the sign up sheet for this day of celebration.

Peer Ministry Event for 
8th-12th	grade	youth	

 
Quincy Benson
Filled boxes due Nov. 7
Last month I shared here about what Operation Christmas Child is, and also had the privilege to teach many 
of our Promiseland students about this ministry as well. I’m so happy to report that a good amount of boxes 

have been picked up, packed, and returned to the church already, and we’re expecting to see even more come back through our 
doors!  If it’s on your heart to support this ministry outreach there’s still time to pack a box (due back Nov.7th).
Another way to help us is to cover shipping costs to get these boxes into the hands of the precious children God has planned for 
them to be delivered to. Samaritan’s Purse suggests a donation of $9/box. Your offerings can be directed to Operation Christmas 
Child or OCC. The third, and most important way to help us is to PRAY for every part of this beautiful program, from the hands 
that pack the boxes, to the hands that deliver them, to the hands that open them.
We THANK YOU for your support!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

• We are called to be willing to sacrifice. The Samaritan 
sacrificed time, attention and money for the man.

• We are called to come close. The Samaritan wasn’t like 
the others in the story, he came close to the man and 
saw the mans need. It is easy to avoid uncomfortable 
situations, but we need to come close to those in need.

 We spent the day learning the model of a servant leader. 
To be a leader you do not need to be in front of a bunch of 
people and do all the talking. On the contrary, we learned 
that as a leader you need to work on your listening skills. 
By doing that you can learn the other persons story and 
the goal is to have the other person do more of the talking 
so that you can learn about them. This was an amazing 
opportunity for our adult leaders and youth to gain skills 
so that we can be better friends, teammates, community 
members and church members. We learned skills of what to 
do if we have a friend or know someone in need. In today’s 
age, we all know someone who is hurting or in need, so this 
is a vital skill.
 Thank you again! Matt Polsdofer & Pastor Zech

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 
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Altar Guild
Nov. 4.............................................................Mary Lund
Nov.. 11....................................................Sonja Johnson
Nov.. 18.......................................................... Sara Uetz 
Nov.. 25..........................................................Marla Betz

Assisting Ministers
Nov. 4........................................................Cynthia Ryder
Nov. 11...................................................... Carolyn Price 
Nov.. 18......................................................Joan Hansen 
Nov.. 25...................................................Kathy McEnelly

Scripture Readers
Nov. 4.............................................................Marla Betz
Nov.. 11......................................................Mary Harland
Nov.. 18................................................... Mary Kingland
Nov.. 25................................................... John Tibodeau

Communion Set Up
Nov. 4..............................................................Alice Jone
Nov.. 11.................................................Shirley Rollefson
Nov.. 18...............................................Kathy Bendickson
Nov.. 25.........................................................Ruth Melby
Wednesdays................................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers
Nov. 4.............................Kathy McEnelly, Cynthia Ryder
Nov. 11...................................Judy Utech, Joyce Kasper
Nov. 18..............................Laurel Erickson, Bill Krahling
Nov. 25.........................Scott Fruhwirth, Harlan Rodberg

Song Leaders
Nov. 4..............................Cindi Lehmann, Kathy Jerome
Nov. 11..........................Jaci Thorson, Audrey Olmstead 
Nov. 18...........................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Nov. 25.......................................Brenda Rust, Elizabeth 
May

Offering Counters
Joyce Goranson, Dorothy Olson, Mary Schaefer, Betty 
Nelson, Marj Anderson

Ushers
Jim Lund, Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen

Sound Techs
Brody Hopp, Eric Rust

Volunteer November 2018

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
Nov. 11
Dec. 9, 16
Jan. 13, 20
Feb. 10, 17, 24

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$100)
Dec. 9, 30
Jan. 13
Feb. 10, 17

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am 
over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts

NOISY OFFERINGS for Immanuel’s ELCA 
Missionaries Colin, Jeni, Josie & Amos 
Grangaard serving in the Holy Land –

Wednesday worship, Nov. 14 and Sunday 
worship, Nov. 18 on our special mission 

morning with Bishop Prois.
Noisy change, paper money, and checks 

accepted. THANK YOU!

NOISY 
OFFERINGS
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Baptisms
Oct. 14  - Danielle Hope Little, daughter of Clayton & Lani (Schulz) 
Little

Oct. 14 - Aaliyah Rae Lindsay, daughter of Alexa Ackerman & Max 
Lindsay

Oct. 24 - Kaylee Jo Miller and Ronnie Miller (daughter and dad)

Wedding
Oct. 20 - Levi & Kiera (Quinn) Jordan

Prayers
Melanie & Jason Slater, Scott & Stacy Leber, and families in the loss 
of grandmother, Madonna Leber of Des Moines

Shelby, Shaelyn, Shayne Hoeft and family in the loss of grandfather, 
Steve Rochleau of Leland

Rozella Hagen, Connie & Mark Johnson, family and friends, in the 
loss of husband/father, Eldon Hagen of Forest City

Jack & Chick Thurston and family in the loss of Chick’s brother, Dale 
Martinson of Radcliffe

Blessings & Prayers

Free meal served 4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are 
welcome each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as 
well as fellowship time!

Nov. 7                   roast beef dinner (beef, potatoes, carrots),  
 mandarin oranges, apple pie
Nov. 14                 maidrites, macaroni salad, strawberry fluff,  
       bar
Nov. 21                  no meal (Thanksgiving buffet meal served  
     Nov. 22, 11am-1pm)
Nov. 28                           pork loin, cheesy hashbrowns, corn,  
      peach crisp

I wish everyone and their families 
a safe and happy thanksgiving!

Dawn Craig,
Hospitality Specialist

Wednesday’s
October
Menus

2018 Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

November 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 

2 3 
4-5pm - Immanuel Choir 
practice w/Waldorf 
Alumni Choir, Hagen 
Recital Hall 
set your clocks back 

 4 
9:15am- Worship-With 
Waldorf Alumni 
10:15am-Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
10:40am -Adult Learning 
1pm- Waldorf 
Homecoming Concert, 
Boman Center  
 

5 6 
7am-9pm- ELECTION DAY 
(ILC polling location) 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 

 

7 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Bells/6-7 
Confirmation/Promiseland 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9/ 
Confirmation/HS Youth 

8 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10am- Circle Bible Study 
Leaders, Lounge 
530pm- Trustees, 
Kitchenette 
630pm- Good Grief Group, 
Lounge 

9 10 
 

 

11 
9:15am- Worship-All 
Saints’ Service 
10:15am- ‘2nd Sunday’ 
Potluck Brunch, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
10:30am- Parish Life Bd 

12 
6:45pm- Council 13 

930am – Vital Agers 
Committee 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
430pm- Education Board, 
Kitchenette 
515pm—Personnel, Lounge 
6pm- Chili Cookoff w/ 
Smokin’ Blues, FH 

14 
4:45pm- Mission & Outreach, 
Lounge 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Bells/6-7 
Confirmation/Promiseland 
6:30pm- Worship, Promiseland 
sings, noisy offering 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9, 
Confirmation/HS Youth 

15 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
10:30am- Good Sam 
Communion Service 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, Lounge 
1:30pm- Dorcas Circle, Good 
Sam 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, FH 

 
 

16 17 

18 
9:15am- Worship 
w/Bishop Prois, 
Promisland sings, noisy 
offering 
10:15am-Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
  

 
 

19 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
DECEMBER 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 

20 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
230pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
630pm-Cub Scouts Pack 
Meeting, FH 

 

21 
630pm- Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

 

22 
1030am- Thanksgiving 
Day Worship 
11am-1pm- Thanksgiving 
Buffet Dinner, FH 
 

23 
Church Closed 24 

25 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am-Coffee, FH 
10:15am- Hanging of the 
Greens,Sanctuary 

26 
 

27 
1pm- LWR Quilting Day, FH 28 

4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Bells/6-7 
Confirmation/Promiseland 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- Choir/ 8-9/ 
Confirmation/HS Youth 

29 30  
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