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Confirmation Class of 2017
On October 29th these sixteen 10th graders will make public affirmation of their baptism at a special
Confirmation service at 11:00 a.m. (following our regular 9:15 worship celebrating the
500th anniversary of the REFORMATION!
Isabel Buffington
Erin Caylor
Cade Gerdes
Andy Heidemann
Lyndee Jones
Anna Lehmann
Jasmine Sanasinh
Paige Swearingen
Lilie Callow
Colby Droessler
Corah Hauser
Carter Jenkins
Rebecca Leber
Brettin Linder
Zoey Steffensen
Elsa Yeager
... and remembering classmate Colby Schleuger

  REFORMATION SUNDAY
   October 29
   Worship – 9:15am
   Confirmation – 11:00am

Martin Luther—a.k.a. Rev. Don
Rothweiler coming to ILC Oct. 18

500 years ago Martin Luther wrote
and posted the 95 theses, and spoke out about indulgences. This led to a Reformation of the Christian Church. As a
result Lutherans came out proclaiming the Good News that
by Grace we have been saved, and this is not something
we can do, Christ alone has saved us. So this Reformation
Sunday, October 29th join us for worship as we recognize
this milestone, and continue to proclaim the Good News of
Grace, the Forgiveness of Sins and Eternal life granted not
by Luther, but by Jesus Christ, and by Christ alone. We move
forward together Freed and Renewed in Christ.

‘2nd Sunday’ Potluck
Brunch Oct. 8
All are welcome to join in this Cross-Generational potluck meal following 9:15 worship on Sunday, Oct. 8 in the
fellowship hall.
Food will be tasty and fellowship superb, please join in.
Your dish to share may be dropped off in the kitchen prior
to worship and it will be taken care of for you. Breakfast or
lunch, whatever you like!
Mission & Outreach Board is hosting this Cross-Generational potluck and will have a basket out if you would like to
given a free will donation towards our global missionaries,
Colin, Jeni, Josephine and Amos.

Martin Luther, as impersonated by Pastor Don Rothweiler, will visit Immanuel as part of the recognition of the 500th
anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation on Wednesday, October 18, 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Rothweiler, a student of Luther and a graduate
of university studies in Germany, was inspired by the performances of Hal Holbrook's one-man show, "Mark Twain
Tonight." He reasoned that Luther, like Twain, was a very
unusual thinker and that Luther could be made to speak in
meaningful ways to contemporary audiences. For the past
30 years, Pastor Rothweiler has been spinning the various
threads of Luther's thoughts into presentations on the man,
his preaching, his contemporaries, his humor, and his faith.
Luther's life and works resulted in the formation of the Lutheran Church.
Schedule for the night:
6:30-7 - Presentation by Pastor Rothweiler
7-7:30 - Worship
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HFLC - Immanuel’s Mission Emphasis

500 YEARS ~ 500 ‘LIKES’

The YMCA took over operations of Hanson Family Life
Center (HFLC) in mid-April. We are happily serving 163
children from 124 families at our 3 childcare locations. Our
school-age children now attend the before and after school
Kids Club program at the YMCA. The children are loving being at the Y as they get to use the gym, game room, pool,
etc. It has been a great move! We opened a new program,
Preschool Plus, that operates out of the Forest City Elementary School. This program is for children that are enrolled in
the 4-year-old preschool at the elementary. The children attend preschool for half of the day and then attend our Preschool Plus childcare program the rest of the day. This program started in August and is off to a great start. We are so
glad to be in the school, helping those children learn school
readiness skills that will help them in their full-day classes
next year. At HFLC, we enroll children ages 6 weeks through
4 years old and we still have our 3-year-old preschool program. We are so grateful to have the space here at HFLC to
cater to the younger children.
Immanuel continues to own and maintains the HFLC
building. Recently four of six classrooms received new flooring in August and it looks great! Due to high usage the classrooms needed this update and lots of positive feedback has
been heard from families.
Courtney Schauermann, Director of Childcare

What can YOU do for HFLC?
We are collecting ART SUPPLIES to help replenish the classrooms! Needed items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

washable markers
glue sticks
Playdoh
chubby crayons
Sharpies (colored)
construction paper
colored printer paper
Elmer’s school glue
dry erase markers
(black)
wet erase markers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wite out
industrial-strength
Sharpie (fine tip)
finger paint
paint of all colors
lamination sheets
pens (blue, black)
pens (colored)
holiday-themed
anything

Items may be left in the basket by the church office.
Thanks for any items you are willing to donate!
Mission & Outreach
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Immanuel’s Facebook page is
only 10 ‘likes’ away from reaching the
number of the month—500!
We know that electronic communication is an important way of
keeping in touch and Immanuel has
chosen Facebook as its primary form
of social media.
Let’s work together to reach 500 ‘likes’ before the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation Oct. 29. If you haven’t already ‘liked’ our page, please do and share with your family
and friends.
The 500th ‘like’ will receive a special reformation gift!!
(Winner announced next month’s Messenger and on Facebook.)

BAND

Waldorf Homecoming

A Tradition of Musical Excellence and Community

If you like playing now...
then keep YOUR tradition
going at Waldorf University
and become a part of ours!

Waldorf University celebrates homecoming weekend
October 20-22. If you are an alum, you probably know the
schedule, but if not, you are still invited to come out to enjoy the 10am Saturday morning parade. Follow the crowd by
Salveson Hall or uptown to watch the fun parade.
Or take in the free Homecoming Concert at Immanuel
on Saturday evening at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. Choirs and
band will be performing.
Sunday morning at our 9:15 service we welcome alumni
to worship with us.
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Letter From Pastor Rod
As I ponder what to write about this
October many things are rolling around my
mind. That’s true most months, but most
months at some point, one particular thing
like a number ball in a Bingo game gets
caught in my catcher and becomes “the
thing” on which to focus. Not true for October. “Perhaps my catcher is stuck,” I think with
a smile.
As the thoughts roll past my looking
Pastor Rod
glass here is what I see: Reformation 500 will
be here before I know it. Leadership. What
is it? When did it become an avocation in my life? Confirmation kids, curriculum, banquet, service, Bible verses, faith statements, and preaching. You! Especially you who are hurting or
struggling or celebrating in ways that have come to my awareness. A funeral. Accompaniment for Wednesday worship. Do
we have everything and everyone we need in place for Sunday
and Wednesday worship? My wife, my children, and my grandchildren. Your children. Our Kids. Church council, budgets,
goals, God’s will for our life together. Flags. Football. Racism.
White privilege. Multiculturalism. Our nation. The Gospel. What
is it? Who is the Gospel (good news) for? Sin. Justice. Injustice.
Charlottesville. Hurricanes. Broken homes. Shattered lives.

Monuments. My house projects. My future. Immanuel’s future.
Twitter. Facebook. Emails. Spiritual direction. Radio broadcasts.
Our sound system. Our good and faithful staff. The garden. The
chickens. The honey. Vacation. Bills. Wednesday evening meals.
Hungry people. Same gender marriage. Digital citizenship.
North Korea. South Korea. Palestine. Sabbatical 2018. Waldorf
Campus Ministry. Peer Ministry scholarships. Jesus. Sermons.
Bishops. Colleagues. Expectations. Visitations. Weather changes. Harvest. New members. Old members. Baptisms. People I
haven’t seen in worship for a while. My health. Exercise.
Yes, it’s official. My catcher is stuck. I imagine that you may
be experiencing some of these same thoughts and may be feeling as though your catcher is stuck too. It’s a sign of the times,
the chaos, the political nonsense; the spiritual turmoil.
Psalm 46 is a Psalm for such a moment as this: God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore
we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling… “Be
still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. (ESV translation)
God’s Peace, Pastor Rod

IMMANUEL KIDS
In the 1914 film based on the fairy tale of Cinderella, on
the night of the Grand Ball when the Prince will choose his
wife, the Fairy Godmother comes to prepare Cinderella for
the ball. She instructs her to bring the biggest pumpkin she
can find and it is transformed into a chariot. Then mice are
turned into horses and rats are turned into guards. Finally
Cinderella’s raggedy dress is transformed into a gown fit for
a princess. Cinderella is instructed to be home by midnight
at which time all that has been transformed for this grand
event will return to its original form. She does, and it’s only
because of that glass slipper she left behind that her true
identity is finally revealed and she became the Princess she
always was.
We too are being transformed for a banquet. Though our
Baptism our old self has been crucified with Jesus, so that
our new self can emerge. Our old garments have been replaced with a robe fit for a princess or a prince. We have been
clothed in Christ and it is no longer us who live but it is Christ
living in us. We have been and are being transformed to live a

new life. The old self, clothed in the raggedy garments of sin
– that is no longer our true identity. Our true identity is “child
of God.” In Baptism we have received the mark of the cross of
Christ on our brow and that is our glass slipper. When Christ
sees his mark on us he knows we belong to him.
Immanuel kids, as you come to know Jesus who has
died and has risen to new life and see yourselves as children
of God, it’s then that you can start to live your new life and
become who you truly are: Christ to the neighbor. You can
reflect the light of God into dark places; you can speak kindly and offer forgiveness to those who offend and healing to
those who are hurt; you can love in the face of hatred; and
you can offer yourself for the healing of the world. May each
of you this Reformation season be renewed in God’s transforming and perfect love.
Crossed in Christ, Pastor Rod
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Immanuel’s Potluck brings us together
You may get sick of me saying this
and that’s ok, because that means it’s
starting to stick in your minds. The Faith
Five Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and Bless.
Five short things that you can take with
you home and for 10min you can have
a meaningful devotional. A devotional
Pastor Zech
practice that can bring people together
across many generations. This is not just
a kids thing, it is for all of us, as a way to come together and
share our faith across generational lines. If you read what I
wrote last month you know of the over-all plan for the year,
but today I want to talk about one aspect in more depth. The
Potlucks.
Promiseland students are learning about a specific story
in a monthly rotation. And three of these months we will be
coming together as one to teach each other around a meal.
The first opportunity is this month, October 8th. After worship and during Promiseland time we will come together to
learn about the Lord’s Prayer, which is fitting as we enter October and approach Reformation Sunday.
So what will these days look like? There will be about 6
age groups and the one thing we are wanting to have a rep-

resentative from each group at a table. The groups will look
something like this 0-4th grade (a parent can stick with this
group), 5th-12th, 19-30, 31-50, 51-64, 65+. Again, the goal is
to have a wide range of age and perspective in each group as
you explore together a set of questions on the Lord’s Prayer.
These questions and the meal will revolve around the idea of
the Faith Five. You come from different places, with different
experiences, now is a good time to come together and share
what you know, and to learn. Not only can we learn, but we
can build relationships with each other and form new bonds
across generational lines. And you know what else? Food is
sometimes the best way to do this, and we will give it a try
this year.
I know for some this may sound scary, and you may want
to skip the meal now? But I ask that you give it a try and join
us for a meal and fellowship together across generations.
And who knows we all may learn something new from each
other on a topic we know well as we pray this prayer weekly,
the Lord’s Prayer. I hope to see you all there as we continue
to grow together.
See you in worship! - Pastor Zech Anderson

]r} A ]r}
Wednesday October Menu

God’s work. Our hands.
Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry use their hands to
make prayer shawls which are given to those who are in
need of prayer and comfort. If you would like one, or know
someone who could benefit from a handmade prayer shawl,
stop by the church office and we can pick one out together.
Pictured on the right and around to left: Joan Hansen,
Alice Jones, Joanne Bartleson, Marlene Faircloth, Rogene
Westerberg, Donna Kvale, Dorothy Olson.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 3rd Monday of the
month from 2-4pm in the Shalom Room. If you enjoy knitting or crocheting, join in anytime.

Oct. 4....................................................Pancake Night
Oct. 11....................... Chicken enchiladas, corn, bars
Oct. 18................................. Pulled pork sandwiches,
cheesy hash browns, greens beans, bars
Oct. 25............................................. Tater tot hot dish
Meals are served each Wednesday at Immanuel
4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. A time for a homecooked meal and fellowship with others whether you
are an individual or a family. Free or free will.
Welcome to Fall!
Good to see your faces again! Bring a friend and

enjoy an evening out.
Cookin’ for the Lord, Deb Fardal
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3rd Graders Receive Their Bibles

Needed: Story Tellers Books
About 5 years ago my daughter Anna and I made a request for
you to donate gently used children’s books that would be sent to
the Church of the Damascus Road
which is a Christian Community of
Reconciliation who serves the inmate population of the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa. Those books would be used by incarcerated fathers to read to their children. The books were read and
recorded by the fathers with the book and recording being
sent to the child. Your response was amazing and we took 6
full bags of books to Fort Dodge. Thank you.
Damascus Road is again in need of more of these easy
to read aloud story books. We are asking for your donation
of gently used children’s story books and will be collecting
those books now thru October 20th. Please drop off books
outside the church office door in the basket provided. Thank
you in advance.
Cindi & Anna Lehmann

Front row: Caiden Squier, Thomas Moklestad, Rylee Eastvold,
Grant Gayther, Tyler Niess, Ashlen Kingland
Back row: Alexsia Price, Tyler Schaumberg, Cooper Blaser, Witten Linder, Keaton Hanson, Emerson Moore, Kiera DeWaard,
Kiara Bina

BAND
A Tradition of Musical Excellence and Community
Waldorf Campus Ministry
Peer Minister Scholarship

playing now...
If you have a desire If
to you
buildlike
a relationship
with a Waldorf
student that is involved
campus
ministry,
please consider
theninkeep
YOUR
tradition
supporting them through
fall. More details
going aatscholarship
Waldorfthis
University
are available through Pastor Rod and the church office.

Avery Jerome, Arabella Rakoto, Trinity Williams, Sidney Gentz

and become a part of ours!

Treasurer’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY August 2017

August
Actual 2017

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-date
Actual

Annual
Budget
66.67%

Percent of
YTD Budget

August
Actual 2016

YTD
Actual 2016

Regular Offerings & Envelopes

34,850.13

43,375.00

302,553.94

520,500.00

58.1%

32,276.65

293,833.56

Other Income

9,026.85

4,540.00

44,301.48

54,480.00

81.3%

7,574.94

51,043.19

Total Income

43,876.98

47,915.00

346,855.42

574,980.00

60.3%

39,851.59

344,876.75

Staff Support

30,080.52

30,602.92

242,351.67

367,235.00

66.0%

28,170.74

214,207.10

Administration

10,434.55

9,416.25

57,770.23

112,995.00

51.1%

15,781.85

92,060.22

Ministry Areas

5,621.12

7,894.75

54,433.61

94,737.00

57.5%

5,041.53

63,888.37

Income

Expense

Loan re-payment/contingency
Total Expenses

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.0%

0.00

-10,000.00

46,136.19

47,913.92

354,555.51

574,967.00

61.7%

48,994.12

360,155.69

($9,142.53)

($15,278.94)

Income
Less Expense
($2,259.21)
1.08
($7,700.09)
BENEFITS
OF WALDORF’S FINE
ARTS DEPARTMENT:
// All Steinway School

13.00
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You’ll never be famous & that’s o.k.
Our high school youth ministry met recently and there are a good number of juniors and seniors. Starting to dream about
the future-where they’ll go to college, what
career they’ll go into, where they’ll travel &
about one day starting a family. One thing
that comes up quickly as we are talking
about the future is the current stress & pressure they are feeling. There is pressure to go Matt Polsdofer
to the best college, be in the best career field
where you can make the most money, travel the most so that
you can have something to post to Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat or some other social media platform that is inevitable to be
developed between now & then. There is also pressure as they
will get older to get married and have kids, have the best picture
perfect family.
There was an article in the New York Times with the title
“You’ll never be famous & that’s o.k. (you can find the article
at
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/04/opinion/middlemarch-college-fame.html). It is a good reminder that not all of
us are going to be famous or a celebrity. It is about finding the
joy in the mundane, the average and living in the moment. Far
too often we don’t experience our current situation and time because we are dreaming and plotting for the future. We are always
thinking of what is next. This ties in with the Gospel in several
ways. One of those is that Jesus didn’t go find the famous rich
celebrities as disciples or as people to help. He found those who
the world rejected and cared for them and took them in. Another
way is that Jesus was in the present when He was healing people.
He didn’t walk by them because He was too busy taking selfies
on His smart phone. He saw the people, He felt their pain and He
took time to experience what the people were going through.
This is how the church can spread to others. Taking the time to
really ask someone how they are doing and not being satisfied
with the one word answer “fine” or taking time to hold the door
for someone who is behind us and acknowledge them as a person. I pray that we are all okay that we’ll never be famous and live
with those around us and show them the love of Christ. -Matt
Polsdofer
MS Youth Ministry important dates for October:
• Meeting 8th, 22nd, and 29th (NO MS Youth ministry on October 15th-National Youth Gathering meeting that night)
HS Youth Ministry important dates for October:
• 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th High School Youth Ministry

October 2017

National Youth Gathering
Houston 2018:
First-we will still be going to Houston in
2018 even after Hurricane Harvey hit. This
will be a unique opportunity for our youth
and adults who are going to see the effects of natural disaster,
but most importantly be there to show love for our brothers and
sisters in the Houston area.
We have a $75 deposit and signed covenant that was due on
September 27th. If you have not gotten in your deposit please do
ASAP. If finances are a difficulty please speak with Matt & do not
let this be an obstacle for you to not go to Houston!
We have a few fundraisers going on right now: we are selling Immanuel t-shirts, collecting Bill’s receipts & for the month of
October we will be selling Spirit Cups. These are really neat cups
that have various logos on them (mainly sports teams). They
have NFL, NBA, NHL, college teams and many others. Speak with
Matt or a youth going on the trip to purchase. Thanks! Matt

† Promiseland
Promiseland began in September with
over 140 kids attending on Wednesdays and
Sundays. On Wednesday evenings, we have
around 120 children in Promiseland. During
large group music time, the room is full of
kids ages 3-year-old through 6th grade. It’s
great to feel the excitement during the Promiseland hour. We have a few new families
Tori Eastvold
joining us at Immanuel for Promiseland. Make
sure to welcome them!
With the large amount of kids in Promiseland, we need numerous volunteers to teach and lead music. We have several returning teachers and few new teachers. It is wonderful to see
everyone who has stepped forward to help Immanuel’s children.
A huge thank you to everyone who volunteered to assist with
Promiseland!
On October 8th, the Promiseland kids will join the congregation in a cross-generational potluck. During October, the
Promiseland children are learning about The Lord’s Prayer. We
are excited to join around the tables in the Fellowship Hall and
have multigenerational activities and conversations about The
Lord’s Prayer.
The Promiseland kids will also be singing in Worship three
times in October. Our Wednesday night 1st – 5th graders will
sing on Wednesday, October 4th. On Sunday, October 8th all the
Sunday Promiseland kids will sing in Worship. The first performance for Wednesday 3-year-old – Kindergarteners will be on
Wednesday, October 25th. I’m excited for the congregation to
see all the Promiseland students sing in October. We are off to a
great start to the year!
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‘Like’ Immanuel Lutheran Church
on facebook for all the latest
news and updates!
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Thank you for the financial gifts that come in from worship offerings, automatics, or through the mail.
Try this convenient way to give your offerings
to Immanuel – could be a one-time gift, or a recurring electronic gift.
Just scan this QR code with your mobile device and follow the simple steps.
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Board notes

Parish Council

Kathy McEnelly
The ILC council met on Sept 21, 2017 with the following members present: Kathy McEnelly, Chad Benson, Joan Beebe, Heather
Johnson, Melanie Slater, Alice Lewellen, Stacy Miller, Steve Olmstead, Ken Hansen, Pastor Hopp and Pastor Anderson.
The Council continued to review interim plans for the Worship
& Music Director position due to the departure of Travis Beck. Pastor Rod reported that an organist is in place for Sunday mornings
as well as a senior choir director and accompanist, at least through
the end of 2017. A Task Team was named to consider the position
of Worship & Music Director in the long-term. The Council discussed the direction of the same gender marriage issue and concluded that the congregation isn’t ready to make a decision at this
time. The Council will begin a review of the Constitution.

Mission and Outreach

Sharen Rieffer
The M&O Board met on Wednesday, Sept. 13. Present: Steven
Olmstead, Jaci Thorson, Pøtt Van Auken, Mary Reisetter, Larry and
Sharen Rieffer
The board would like to thank everyone for their generosity
this year and hope that the congregation will continue to uphold
our missions.
The board hosted coffee hour on August 20 and are pleased
to announce that we earned $100 to go toward our Missionary
Fund for this year. We raised $42 with our three chairs at the Puckerbrush’s Chair-ity Silent Auction. We are to raise $5,000 for our
missionaries each year. So far, we are around $1700 short. Please
continue to think about supporting this endeavor.
On October 8 our board will spearhead the 2nd Sunday Potluck Brunch as a free will fundraiser for our missionaries. This is part
of a Cross Generation Event that Sunday. Please help by attending
and providing to the meal.
Bible Camps have been our July-September emphasis. Thanks
for your special offerings that will be divided between Riverside
and Ingham/Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps. For Camp awareness,
a video made by Pastor Zech at Riverside was shown on Sunday &
Wednesday worship and our youth that attended Bible Camp this
summer were invited to share any of their experiences at worship
on Sept. 24 & 27.
Our next quarter emphasis, starting in October, will be the
Hanson Family Life Center. Stay tune for further needs that we
would like to provide to the Center as we continue to partner with
them.

Board of Trustees

Kathy McEnelly
The Board of Trustees met on Sept 18. The August financials
noted a negative bottom line for the month of -$2,259.21. Yearto-date, after eight months of 2017, we are at a loss of -$7,700.09
however $10,000 was borrowed so the year-to-date loss is actually
-$17,700.09. Last year at this time, we were at a year-to-date loss of
-$15,278.94.
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The Board approved the vacation pay-out amount for Travis
Beck, as per current policy.
New gutters were installed at the Hanson Family Life Center.

Board of Education

Emily Beenken
*We held our September meeting last night due to starting
up Promiseland and the large agenda we wanted to cover before
Promiseland starts.
Recap: The Board of Education met Monday, August 28. The
meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer based on Isaiah
43:18-19. Pastor Zech updated the board on the plans for Rally
Day which will be held September 6. The theme will be Passport
to the Global Church. There will be at least 9 different countries
or locations from around the world that church members will be
sharing with the Promiseland kids. Worship will follow in Fellowship Hall. Tori updated the board on the Promiseland teachers and
the classes left that need teachers. Curriculum and set up for both
Wednesday and Sunday Promiseland were discussed.
SAME GENDER MARRIAGE ISSUE CONVERSATION
A year ago, we started holding forums to talk about same
gender marriage at Immanuel. Council listened to information
presented by congregation members. Since then, the Council
has been in discussion about that information and has concluded that at this time, we’re not ready to move forward with
any decision about same gender marriage at Immanuel.
Thank you for those of you that took the time to share
your thoughts with us. We will continue to have conversation
about this and intend to make a decision at some point. Of
course, the risk in not making a decision is that a person tied
to the congregation could request a same gender marriage at
Immanuel and then we would have to make a decision. Unfortunately at that point, it becomes more about the person than
about the issue and that’s what we want to avoid.
Again, thank you and pray about this issue for Immanuel.
Do not hesitate to talk to a Council member about this should
you want to do so.
				

--Immanuel Congregation Council

Noah Timothy Thorson,
born Sept. 1st to Seth & Amy Thorson,
will be the guest of honor at an informal open house baby
shower. Stop by the Shalom Room anytime
from 9:30-11am.
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Marge Solberg
I have often wished I had days of doing nothing. I would
not plan meals, not shop for or cook food; not clean our
house; not wash clothes; not even answer the phone or set
the alarm. Instead, I would rest, eat my favorite food (someone else had prepared); watch trees, birds, and animals in
the yard. Books I had not had time to read would be on a
table near my chair. I would now have time to write notes to
long-forgotten friends. Except for what I physically could not
do, I did not experience any of these wishes. I had weeks of
physical therapy, I got tired of soup, I couldn’t concentrate
to read or write, my house looked like a hospital room that
needed care, I longed for the phone to ring, and I missed
friends.
I did have hours to think about how fast the years had
rushed by and now I was an old person by most standards.
I realized how much my life was influenced by my family,
neighbors, teachers, and our church. In towns where we
lived we learned about people different from us. We ate new
foods (kringla), took on words and expressions that were
not part of our heritage (uffda). We experienced effects of
a world war: dad was gone for 4 years and an uncle died.
But, we became more aware of others’ needs. We protected
and helped others. We shared what we had; we shared work.
During that time we learned not to expect a comfortable life
but live with enough to meet our needs. We learned more
about our country and understood the cost to both those
who lose freedom and those who remain free.
These people and experiences left an impact on me.

LWR PACKING DAY: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
WELCA Lutheran World Relief Mission Project Packing
Day is Friday, October 13, 2017 at Immanuel in the Fellowship Hall. Meet at 8:15 a.m. and pack until finished (usually 1
hour).
We need people to help box items. We need men to help
label and load boxes in the truck.
We need medium large size boxes – bring to Fellowship
Hall north benches
We need medium-size hand soap (in boxes or
wrapped) – please leave in containers around the church
before Oct. 13.
Questions: Call Jaci, church office: 585-3512, or Marge
Solberg: 585-434
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Most times they were not aware of what they left behind
and are part of what I have become. My parents, grandparents, and people of my church left their teachings, their
prayers, and examples of their faith. They taught me to see
the hurts and needs of others; to share my abundance; to
speak up for those who cannot; to work for justice; to respect
and protect all creation. What a great gift they left to me.
I wonder what I have left to those who will follow me. My
children have children of their own. A grandson recently left
to study in college. He now has experiences bigger, stranger, wider than ever before and he will meet people smarter,
and more interesting. Did I pass on my faith, love, respect for
others, ability to see people’s needs and willingness to help
them?
We all have family, young friends, and neighbors who
have watched, and listened to us for years. We have influenced them and become a part of who they are. That is a serious thought. We still have opportunity to pass on to them
the influence and example Christ left to us.
WHAT WILL YOU LEAVE BEHIND?

Dates to Remember
Thursday, Oct. 12, 10am..................................Circle Bible Study leaders
w/Barb Johnson, Lounge
Friday, Oct. 13, 8:15am....................LWR Packing Day, Fellowship Hall
Monday, Oct. 16, 2-4pm........................ Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 1pm...............LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall
October Coffee Hours............................................Kitchen Service Group
October Laundry........................................................................... Alice Jones

October Circles
		Hostess/
	Date/Time	Lesson Leader
Dorcas
Wed., Sept. 20, 1:30pm
Shalom-Alice Jones/
		
JoAnn Schloe
Martha
Thurs., Sept. 21, 9:30am
		
		

Shalom-Vera Hynes
& Mavis Langerud/
Betty Olson

Sarah
Thurs., Sept. 21, 1:30pm
		
		

Lounge-Karolyn
Overlie/
Joyce Kasper

Rachel
Thurs., Sept. 21, 7pm
		
		

ShalomMary Schaefer/
Marge Solberg
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Altar Guild
Oct. 1................................................................................... Kathy Leuwerke
Oct. 8........................................................................................... Jean Yeager
Oct. 15........................................................................................ Julie Damm
Oct. 22..............................................................................Joanne Bartleson
Oct. 29.........................................................................................Joan Beebe
Assisting Ministers
Oct. 1...................................................................................................................
Oct. 8.................................................................................... Kathy McEnelly
Oct. 15.................................................................................... Cynthia Ryder
Oct. 22................................................................................. Kathy McEnelly
Oct. 29...........................................................................................Jim Cherry
Scripture Readers
Oct. 1.......................................................................................Melanie Slater
Oct. 8........................................................................................Mary Harland
Oct. 15............................................................................................ Ken Korth
Oct. 22....................................................................................Mark Johnson
Oct. 29........................................................................................ Mary Loden
Communion Servers
Oct. 1..................................................Keila Buffington, Scott Fruhwirth
Oct. 8............................................................................... Dick & Vera Hynes
Oct. 15................................................................ Liz Wilson, Joyce Kasper
Oct. 22.........................................Kim Mollenhauer, Marlene Faircloth
Oct. 29............................................................... Jim Cherry, Joy Newcom
Communion Set Up
Oct. 1.............................................................................................Ellen Olson
Oct. 8.............................................................................................Alice Jones

Pastoral Acts

Weddings
9-1
Deb Ferch & Rolando Guarin

Prayers
Arlis Higgins and family in the loss of her grandson, Nathan
Higgins of Garner
Delores Tweeten and family in the loss of her son, Byron
Tweeten of Naples, FL
Milton Monson, Jodene & Gary Bartleson, Rickie Brock,
Terrel & Tammy Brock, families and friends in the loss of
wife/mother Norma Brock Monson of Forest City
Deb & Paul Jensen, Jason & Melanie Slater, family and

friends in the loss of Deb’s mother Mary Hughes of
Guthrie Center

Flowers and Broadcasts

Altar flowers available these Sundays ($44):
 Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22
 Dec. 3, 10
 Nov. 12
Radio broadcasts available these Sundays ($100)
 Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22
 Dec. 10, 31

Oct. 15......................................................................................... Barb Lovick
Oct. 22...................................................................................... Joyce Kasper
Oct. 29...................................................................................Marge Solberg
Oct. 29, 11 Confirmation ................................................Marge Solberg
Song Leaders
Oct. 1....................................................Elizabeth May & Cindi Lehmann
Oct. 8.......................................................................... Mark & Joy Newcom
Oct. 15........................................................Amanda Take, Kathy Jerome
Oct. 22.............................................Audrey Olmstead, Cindi Lehmann
Oct. 29..........................................................Jaci Thorson, Kathy Jerome
Offering Counters........................Joyce Goranson, Dorothy Olson,
Mary Schaefer, Marj Anderson, Betty Nelson
Ushers.................................................... Gary McCarthy, Matt Bronson,
Bill Stensland, Loren Ehrich
Sound Tech............................................................................ Bruce Mielke
October Choir Schedule.....................Singing Sunday Worship on
October 8, 22, 29

Open House 90th Invite
An Open House celebrating Alice Jolivette’s
90th birthday will be held Sunday, Oct. 22 at
Bethesda Lutheran Church in Jewell, Iowa. Forest City friends are invited to the church from
2-4:30p.m. to celebrate with Alice and her family.
No gifts please, unless you would like to honor
Alice with a gift to your favorite mission.
Her birthday is October 18th. If you would like to
send a card, her address is: 715 Timberland Dr.
#302A, Story City, IA 50248.

A
Christmas Dinner set for Vital Agers!
The Vital Agers have set the date for our Christmas dinner on Tuesday, Dec. 5th at 11:30am in the
fellowship hall. Details will be planned later but we
invite everyone who is available that day to put it
on your calendar and plan to be there. It’s always a
great way to kick off the holiday season.
Vital Agers committee meets the 2nd Tuesday at
9:30am in the Shalom Room.

Mary Rodberg
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Calendar
Sunday
1

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

8

9:15am - Worship,
Promiseland sings
10:15am - X-Gen Sunday Potluck Brunch, FH
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

15

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
6:30pm - Youth Trip
Meeting (NO MS Youth
Ministry)

22

9:15am - Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
5:30pm - Confirmation
Rehearsal, Sanctuary
6pm - Confirmation
Banquet, FH

29

9:15am - REFORMATION
Worship
10:15am - Coffee, FH
10:30am - Promiseland
11am - Confirmation
6:30pm - MS Youth
Ministry

Monday
2

5pm - Parish Life Board
7:30pm - Like Fire Worship, Gatsby’s @ Waldorf

9

7:30pm - Like Fire Worship, Gatsby’s @ Waldorf

16

2-4pm - Prayer Shawl
Ministry, Shalom
7:30pm - Like Fire Worship, Gatsby’s @ Waldorf

23

5:45pm - Trustees,
Kitchenette
6:45pm - Council,
Reformation
7:30pm - Like Fire Worship, Gatsby’s @ Waldorf

30

7:30pm - Like Fire Worship, Gatsby’s @ Waldorf

Tuesday
3

2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
4:30pm - Communication Comm. meeting,
Lounge

10

9:30am - Vital Agers
Committee, Shalom
2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
5pm - Education Board,
Kitchenette

17

2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room
2:30pm - Forest Plaza
Communion Service
6:30pm - Cub Scouts
Pack meeting, FH

24

1pm - LWR Quilting Do
Day, FH

31

2pm - Intercessor Prayer
Group, Prayer Room

Wednesday
4

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship, 1st5th sings
7:30pm - 9-10 Confirmation / HS Youth Ministry
/ Choir

11

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5pm - Mission & Outreach Board, Lounge
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship
7:30pm - 9-10 Confirmation / HS Youth Ministry
/ Choir

18

1:30pm - Dorcas Circle,
Shalom
4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Presentation of
Pastor Rothweiler
7pm - Worship
7:30pm - 9-10 Confirmation / HS Youth Ministry
/ Choir

25

4:45-6:45pm - Supper,
FH
5:30pm - 7-8 Confirmation
5:40pm - Promiseland
6:30pm - Worship,
PreS-K sings
7:30pm - 9-10 Confirmation / HS Youth Ministry
/ Choir

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

13

14

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
10am - Waldorf Lutheran
Association of Congregations, Salveson Ballroom

12

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
10am - Circle Bible Study
Leaders, Lounge
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

19

8:15am - LWR Packing
Day, FH

20

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
9:30-11am - Inspire
Immanuel, Lounge
9:30am - Martha Circle,
Shalom
10:30am - Good Samaritan Communion Service
1:30pm - Sarah Circle,
Lounge
7pm - Rachel Circle,
Shalom
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26

27

8:30am - Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6:30pm - Good Grief
Group, Lounge

21

10am - Waldorf University Homecoming Parade
7pm - Waldorf
Homecoming Concert,
Sanctuary

28
9:30-11am - Open House
Baby Shower for Noah
Thorson, Shalom

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
246 S. Clark Street • Forest City, IA 50436
Main phone number:
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays - 9:15am
Wednesdays - 6:30pm
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
641-585-3152

Website:
www.immanuelfamily.com
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
Staff:
Rev. Rod Hopp - Senior Pastor
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com
Home: 641-581-2150
Rev. Zech Anderson – Associate Pastor,
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
Parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Mike Oleson - Property Manager
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Cindi Lehmann - Finance
cindi@immanuelfamily.com

Jaci Thorson - Administrative Assistant
jaci@immanuelfamily.com
Tori Eastvold - Children’s Education
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com
Matt Polsdofer - Youth Ministry
mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
Marie Oleson - Housekeeping
Deb Fardal – Wednesday meal coordinator
dfardal@yahoo.com
Church Council
President: Kathy McEnelly
Vice-President: Chad Benson
Treasurer: Cynthia Ryder
Secretary: Melanie Slater
Representatives: Joan Beebe, Kathy Leuwerke,
Ken Hansen, Brody Hopp, Heather Johnson,
Alice Lewellen, Stacy Miller, Steve Olmstead

