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Jason and Melanie Slater invite you to a very special screening 
of ‘This Day Forward’.  The film tells the soul touching and 
heartbreaking story of our friends Mike and Jen Jensen of 
Waverly, Iowa and their family’s ongoing battle with brain 

cancer.  The film spotlights the collision of Faith and Fear in our 
lives.

Sunday October 7th @ The Forest Theatre in Forest City

Meet and Greet at 12:00pm   Movie starts at 1:00pm 

Following the movie, please join Director, Brian Ide and Jen 
Jensen for a discussion and reflection about living our lives 

while facing the unimaginable.

Admission to the movie is FREE as it is sponsored by 
the Slaters and Immanuel Lutheran Church

Free Will Donations for the family will be accepted  
For more information about the film and to see the trailer visit: 

 www.ThisDayForwardMovie.com
**This movie is not rated, if it were, we believe it would be 

rated PG**

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

Hey ALL 8th – 12th graders, this event if for YOU!

PEER MINISTRY TRAINING
Saturday, Oct. 20 – 9am-5pm
MAJOPA, Forest City

Guest facilitator Lyle Griner from Minneapolis, MN is 
leading the training.

WHO ELSE CAN COME? Adults to both support and 
learn.

(See Matt’s Youth Ministry article on page 6 for more 
details.)

THIS DAY FORWARD

On Reformation Sunday, October 28 these 
seventeen 10th graders will make public 
affirmation of their baptism at a special

Confirmation service at 11:00 a.m. (following the 
regular 9:15 a.m. worship).

Elijah Alsop             Olivia Gayther 
Brandon Leber         Morgan Nolton
Jordan Anderson       Wyatt Gelhaus         
Kaylee Miller             Brock Sobek
Madyson Benson               Brice Golwitzer                   
Noah Miller                        Rachel Vogt
Toby Brock               Laura Harms                    
Brock Moore                       Alyson Walker
Ellie Caylor

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2018

Peer Ministry equips youth with
Skills for caring, welcoming and affirming

To use every day, everywhere in every relationship
Loving, because Christ first loved us.
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

All are welcome to join in a potluck brunch on Sunday, 
Oct. 21, 10:15 a.m., following 9:15 worship.

Food guarantees to be tasty and the cross-generational 
fellowship a treat. Your dish to share may

be dropped off in the kitchen and it will be taken care of 
for you. Breakfast or lunch, whatever you like.

Parish Life board is the hosts for the morning

SAVE THE DATE!

November 13
Sunday, October 7th 
 As we celebrate the

50th Anniversary of Ordination of
Pastor Selmer G. Hernes

Worship @ 9:15am
RECEPTION @ 10:15 in Fellowship Hall

Immanuel Lutheran Church
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The SMOKIN’ BLUES CHILI COOK-OFF & BLUES JAM will 
be Tuesday Nov. 13 at 6:00 pm.

Enter your favorite chili recipe and enjoy tasting all of 
the fabulous chilis!  Our goal is to have 25 entries!

Fundraiser for the Music Program at Immanuel
PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 1st, 2nd & 3rd Place -- 
Judged by you, the people
CRITICS CHOICE AWARDS 1st, 2nd & 3rd --  Judged by 
Celebrity Judges!

Serve your chili and promote your pot!
Cornbread and Ice Cream will also be served.
“Love Offering” to benefit Music at Immanuel.
Contact Ben Allaway for more info.
Watch for more details!

Sunday Potluck 
Brunch

Do you want to get the Messenger delivered directly to your INBOX?  Send your 
email to Jaci@ImmanuelFamily.com and we will add you to our electronic distribution 
list.

                The public is invited to the Grand Opening 
Celebration for Boman Fine Arts Center in Forest City! 
On Monday, October 15, doors open at 6:30pm, Pro-
gram & Performances 7-8pm, Public Tours 8-9pm.
                Immanuel’s choir will join the Waldorf choir 
singing Ben Allaway’s Freedom Come, with Ben direct-
ing, during the 7:00 program.

Boman Fine Arts Center



Last month I wrote my article around the practice 
of goal setting. This month I would like to take 
a more personal approach and share with you 
the goals that I plan to focus on in the next 
couple years. To be clear, the regular duties and 
responsibilities that are part of my job description 
will not be replaced by these goals, but these goals either fit into 
and along side of my duties or go over and above those duties.
A second piece of the process of setting these goals has to do 
with a time of sabbatical leave being planned for 2019. According 
to Immanuel’s sabbatical policy and my letter of call I was eligible 
for sabbatical this year, but after some prayer and discernment I 
decided to postpone that time away until 2019. There are pieces of 
the goals that I will work on during sabbatical.

The first goal in the list of five separate goals is this:
1) Work with church council, the finance committee, and the 
endowment board during the 2019 budgeting process and through 
the months of January through March of 2019 to develop a vision 
for an expanded endowment fund. 
This goal is important in order to enable Immanuel to meet the 
future in creative and faithful ways. Everyone knows there are 
amazing and unsettling changes happening in the culture and in 
the church. The system of church as we know it is failing to connect 
with a younger generation and in order for Immanuel to move 
into and maintain a bold, authentic, and experimental posture in 
ministry a strong endowment will be necessary. 

 The second goal has to do with small groups:
2) Read the Alban book Small Groups in the Church: a 
handbook for creating community, and have church council read 
some Alban articles or other material on small groups and with 
council, begin brainstorming, dreaming, and developing a plan for 
a small group ministry at Immanuel to be implemented following 
sabbatical.
This goal speaks for itself in many ways. In spite of declining 
membership, we remain a fairly large congregation and because 
of that people struggle to get to know the whole and so offering 
small groups is a way to build community in the name and likeness 
of Jesus Christ and involve people more intimately in relationship 
with each other and with God. Lay involvement will be the key to 
achieving this goal.

My third goal states:
3) Work with the Finance committee to plan the 2019 
church budget, developing a strategy to increase our yearly budget 
to accommodate needed increases including but not limited 
to synod benevolence, music ministry, youth ministry, campus 
ministry, small group ministry, and property. Increased tithing will 
enable resources for those ministries we’re supporting and those  
we’re dreaming about. Developing a stewardship team for the 
congregation will be necessary. 
As a synod we continue to pass a budget that amounts to less than 
five percent benevolence from our congregations. At the 2018 

Synod Assembly, under my leadership, the 2020 proposed budget 
was increased by $200,000 or to 6.1% of church income. We also 
have internal and local missions that need to be strengthened for 
the upbuilding of the church.

Goal # 4 states: 
4) Work with church council and staff to promote the 
Immanuel family experience within the community in ways that 
will build awareness of our worship and discipleship life here at 
Immanuel so as to invite newcomers to the community and those 
searching for a church home into our ranks.
 We continue to be a dynamic faith community and a lot of ministry 
flows from our work together making a significant impact on the 
world around us. I want to strengthen the mission and outreach of 
the congregation and enhance the welcome for new folks into our 
midst. We need to let people know who and where we are. 
I invite your prayers, conversation, and participation in and around 
any of these goals.

Blessed Discipleship and Happy Goal Setting,
Pastor Rod Hopp

Is it anything like being a follower of Jesus?
Some of you know that I have had the opportunity to coach first 
through third graders in flag football this fall. It is a very short sea-
son but the kids have fun and learn some fundamental skills along 
the way. 
At the beginning of our season I went online and created a little 
play book for my team. It contains some running plays and some 
passing plays. They are little diagrams of how the team is to line up 
and shows what each player is to do. When we stick to the basics 
and execute properly we make a gain on each play. When we do 
not execute the play things go badly very quickly. 
In some ways following Jesus is a lot like flag football. There are 
fundamentals to be practiced and they are: pray, study, worship, in-
vite, encourage, serve, and give. When we strive to do these things 
our life aligns with God’s desire. When we don’t our life is out of 
alignment with Jesus and things can get shaky in a hurry. I feel too 
that it would be a great idea if we each created a play book for 
our faith life. Are we prepared and have a plan to talk about Jesus 
when a friend is hurting, in trouble, or feeling badly about them-
selves? If we are not prepared it would be good to practice doing 
that with a parent. I’m not suggesting that we can be prepared 
for every situation in life, and a big part of flag football is to be 
responsive and adapt when necessary and followers of Jesus need 
to do that too. If a situation comes up that we don’t know how to 
handle, we can step back and pray and trust God will give us what 
me need to handle that situation. 
As your pastor I want to encourage each of you to live into the faith 
practices and make them the foundation for you life in Jesus. He 
will see you through any situation and will strengthen you day by 
day.

Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod
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Immanuel Kids
Flag Football

Goals (Part II)



Affirmation of your Baptism
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October is the month, when our current 10 grade Confirmation students will stand up and confirm their faith. But 
why is this such a big deal? There are times it’s treated as a graduation from church, but is it? What in the world is 
going on? And do you remember your Confirmation day?
Think about a time many years ago.  Many years ago, you were brought to the baptism fount. It was in that moment 
that you were baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Your parents, sponsors, and the congregation 
made promises to you to bring you to the Word and Lord’s supper. Place in your hands the scriptures, teach you 
the Lord’s Prayer, Apostles Creed and 10 Commandments. Nurture you in faith, prayer, and proclaim Christ in your 
lives. Many years ago, this took place and you may even remember this day. But that was not the end of the story in your faith life. 
After years of Sunday School and Confirmation, it was time for you to take on the responsibilities that your parents made to you 
and affirm your faith.
Confirmation is so much more than graduation from church. This day is when you, and soon the 10th graders, professed your faith. 
To profess is to affirm, which according to the dictionary means, “state as a fact; assert strongly and publicly”. This is the day you 
strongly, and publicly renounce the devil, the powers of this world, renounce sin, confess your belief in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Not only that, but you also asked God to help and guide you with living among God’s faithful people, hearing the Word 
of God and share in the Lord’s supper, serve all people, and proclaim the good news of God.  None of this stops on Confirmation 
Sunday, it is ongoing and follows us throughout our entire lives. For me, it is one of my favorite days of the church year. Getting to 
hear everyone affirm their faith and remembering what I have affirmed.  It’s similar to Baptism, and the joy I get hearing again the 
promises God has made to us through Jesus.
The 10th graders will be affirming their faith this month, and it may have been years since you too affirmed your faith. But, 
remember your faith journey did not stop on that day, it has been ongoing. So, why not renew your affirmation? This is something 
we have done a few times here at Immanuel, why not do this in your life at some point this month to remember what you affirmed 
those many years ago, and still affirm today? 
Here are the words from the ELW affirmation of baptism service, “Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you 
in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good 
news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth?” If so say, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.” 
What a powerful thing, affirming, speaking with your tongue what you believe. So, let us close this month with this prayer, again 
from the ELW service of Affirmation of Baptism. “We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. Amen.”
See you in worship!
Pastor Zech Anderson

Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes

Other Income

Total Income

Expense

Staff Support

Administration

Ministry Areas

Loan re-payment/contingency 

Total Expenses

Income Less Expensive

August
Acutal 2018

Monthly 
Budget

July
Acutal 2017

Annual 
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Percent of 
YTD Budget

YTD
Actual 2017

$38,880.95

$1,192.11

$40,073.06

$8,991.16

$28,573.29

$7,083.10

$0.00

$44,647.55

$($4,574.49)

$41,671.00

$5,781.50

$47,452.50

$ 9,708.25

$28,985.50

$9,079.58

$0.00

$47,773.33

-$320.83

$301,987.91

$ 62,882.41

$364,870.32

$ 94,487.91

$229,815.99

$69,100.49

-$5,000.00

$388,404.39

($23,534.07)

$500,052.00

$69,378.00

$569,430.00

$116,499.00

$347,826.00

$108,955.00

$0.00

$573,280.00

-$3,850.00

60.4%

88.9%

64.1%

81.1%

66.1%

63.4%

0.0%

67.8%

$34,850.13

$9,026.85

$43,876.98

$10,434.55

$30,080.52

$5,621.12

$0.00

$46,136.19

($2,259.21)

$302,553.94

$44,301.48

$346,855.42

$57,770.23

$242,351.67

$54,283.61 

$0.00

$354,405.51

($7,550.09)

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY August 2018



Children’s Education
Krista Hopp

 Board of Education met on Tuesday, Sept. 11 at 
4:30pm. We began with a follow up of Rally Day. The consen-
sus was that it was a very fun evening, and the theme went 
well. It is difficult to find an activity that works for kids of all 
ages-3 through fifth grade-as well as their parents. There was 
a large amount of parents who did not come with their kids 
which made it a bit unbalanced in some rooms, but it did work 
out.
 The board discussed the giving of Bibles to third 
graders. This has been tradition at Immanuel for quite some 
time now. In the past, they have been given away during the 
church service, and we discussed ways to keep that tradition 
even with a very short Wednesday worship service.
 Current modes of communication used by Children’s 
Education to notify parents and families of upcoming events 
were discussed. We use email, notes, a calendar handout, 
and Facebook, and we discussed the use of the Remind App 
for Promiseland parents in the future. It is a way to send short, 
quick reminders of upcoming events via email or text messag-
es.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, at 
4:30.

Parish Life
Ben Allaway

 The Parish Life Board met briefly on Tuesday, Sept. 
4 with three members present. The Waldorf Block Party was 
reviewed, noting the popularity of the addition of watermelon. 
The numbers attending were lower because the football team 
was required to do extra practice. Lots of food was left over, 
but the overall impression was that the students seemed to 
have a good time. No further planning was undertaken. Next 
meeting is Tuesday, October 2, at 5pm. 

Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

 The Board met on Sept. 12. Members present: Jaci 
Thorson, Ken Korth, Becky Stumme, Amy Thorson, Pøtt Van 
Auken, Larry & Sharen Rieffer. Devotions were given by Ken.
            This quarter’s mission emphasis (July-Sept.) has been 
our Bible Camps. To date we have received donations totaling 
$639.64. Envelopes/noisy offerings were scheduled for Sept. 
20 & 23. Oct.-Dec. mission emphasis will be Missionaries Col-
in & Jeni Grangaard raising up their work with young adults 
in Jerusalem and the Holy Land. Immanuel’s commitment to 
them is $5,000 yearly. To date, gifts this year total $3,000.

On Sunday, Oct. 7, 1pm at the Forest Theatre, Immanuel and 
Jason & Melanie Slater will be hosting the movie premiere 
showing of This Day Forward. For Immanuel’s portion of the 
cost, $250 from the Board’s Fair Trade earnings will be used.
            Thanksgiving meal freewill donations were discussed 
and recommended to council on dividing these gifts to: Forest 
City Neighborhood Food Bank, Wednesday night meals, Mis-
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sionaries Colin & Jeni Grangaard.
            Second Sunday potlucks will be starting again in Oc-
tober. Mission & Outreach will host January 13.

Trustees
Kathy McEnelly

The Board of Trustees met on September 6, 2018. In August, 
we ended the month with a negative bottom line of -$4,574.49. 
The year-to-date loss after eight months is -$23,534.07. The 
Board did talk briefly about a possible increased push towards 
electronic giving and will consider options.
In property news, there was water in the parsonage basement 
again in early September. American Water Works is coming 
to make an assessment. The Board reviewed estimates for 
flooring options for the parsonage basement.
Re-establishing a Property Committee was discussed. Ben-
son’s and Mike will work on this. Snow removal was dis-
cussed and costs associated with it. We will re-address this 
next month.

Parish Council 
Kathy McEnelly

 The ILC council met on September 10, 2018 with the 
following members present: Kathy McEnelly, Quincey Ben-
son, Alice Lewellen, Cynthia Ryder, Amy Thorson, Ken Han-
sen, Heather Johnson, Ellen Olson, Joan Beebe and Pastor 
Hopp and Pastor Anderson. 
Council approved hiring Deb Guarin to do the Thanksgiving 
Community Meal.  Council and Officer positions open for 
2019 were discussed.  Second Sunday of the Month potlucks 
were assigned to the boards.  The Messenger was discussed, 
thinking about the option of returning to mailing hard copies to  
members; more discussion will take place.  

Board notes

Congratulations to…
                Pastor Rod Hopp and Mike Oleson on 
10-years of ministry and service at Immanuel!
Pastor Rod joined the Immanuel family on 
September and Mike in October, 2008.

 

October is Pastor 
Appreciation month! 

Happy 60th birthday
to Ben Allaway

celebrating Oct. 19!

Staff happenings:
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 Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta

By the time you are reading 
this, the Promiseland 
year is well underway. 
We have started the year 
with a great group both 
Wednesday and Sunday, 
and it is good to be back 
with our wonderful children and teachers. We had over 
90 kids come to Immanuel to sing, worship, and learn 
about Jesus on September 12, which was more than 
we expected. What an awesome surprise! On our first 
Sunday, we had a great group of kids come to learn 
about Psalm 23 through music, the Bible, and drama.

If you did not make it to Rally Wednesday, let me say 
that it was an exciting evening! Our Promiseland kids 
and their parents came to sing, take part in an Escape 
Room, and worship with our church family. Our theme 
for Rally Day was: Jesus Rescues, and This Changes 
Everything! Keeping in step with that theme, parents 
and kids took part in an Escape Room. Everyone split 
up to different classrooms, and they had a scenario 
that they were shipwrecked on a deserted island. In 
this escape room, they had a series of clues that led 
them to a string of numbers which then made up a 
phone number. If a group accurately discovered the 
phone number and called it, we had a few “actors” on 
stand-by to come to that room and “free” the people 
inside. This was to reflect that Jesus rescues us. We 
continued the island theme with fruity snow cones 
downstairs before the worship service. The escape 
room proved to be a fun challenge for each room, and 
we even had a couple of rooms solve all the clues! It 
was an awesome way to kick off the new year!

We are so thankful to have not only wonderful 
returning teachers, but also some new faces teaching 
elementary kids this year! Between Wednesdays and 
Sundays we have eight new teachers! Thank you to 
those of you who are new volunteers this year! As 
mentioned, we did have more kids attend the first two 
weeks of Promiseland than we expected, so we are 
in need of more teachers. Both our third and fourth 
grade classes are very large, so we are looking for 
one or two more teachers for those age groups. If 
you are interested, please email us at childrensed@
immanuelfamily.com or you can call the church office.

Promiseland Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

Peer Ministry Training with

 Lyle Griner 8th-12th grade!

On Saturday, October 20th from 9am to 5pm at MAJOPA in 
Forest City we will be doing Peer Ministry Training with Lyle 
Griner from Minneapolis, MN. He is an expert in the field 
and will help facilitate the conversation and training for us. 
WHO COMES? Adults to both support and carry out future 
trainings. Youth who will begin your trained leadership team 
and spread enthusiasm to others!
We need a couple of volunteers to help be hosts that 
day and help serve food along with creating a welcoming 
environment. If interested please let Matt or Pastor Zech 
know. Thanks!
 Below are some of the desired outcomes we have for this 
event that Lyle has help create:
1. Youth with real life skills who care, welcome, and affirm 
others every day, everywhere in every relationship, loving 
because Christ first loved us. 
2. Youth using their skills: • “In-house Ministry” – as leaders 
in various programs and throughout your congregation • 
“Out-house Ministry! ” – using caring skills at school, on 
teams, choirs, bands, work places, neighborhoods, even in 
their own households! 
3. One or more adults ready to lead your next trainings, 
making PML sustainable 
4. Adults supporting and mentoring your leadership youth 
5. A congregation that views and affirms youth as essential 
relational leaders 
6. Create a youth ministry, that faces outward, instead of a 
youth group that faces inward 
7. Manage a growing number of student and adult leaders 
8. Growth in ministry participation as leadership builds 
relating to a larger variety of youth 
9. Growth in spiritual depth as youth model and mentor 
spiritual practices

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Youth
I don’t know if you are like me, but I sometimes wonder what 
is the point? What is the point to life? What is the point of 
working at church? Or maybe framed in a different way for 
you: why do I volunteer or give money to church? Am I really 
making an impact? I don’t always get to see the fruit of my 
work or am sometimes too blinded or focused on the next 
task at hand to see it. But when you take a minute to look for 
that work sometimes you will be surprised and amazed!
After the second night of Promiseland I was humbled by my 
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This month we are honoring our military by hi-lighting 
a few of our many Military and Historical Fiction 
books on the shelves of your library.  (Descriptions 
below are taken from Amazon) 

Military & Historical Fiction 
True Devotion 
(Uncommon Heroes, Book 1) 

By Dee Henderson 

The Uncommon Heroes Series is a world where 
friendships go deep, loyalties stand strong, and uncommon 
heroes perform the toughest jobs in the world.  Dee 
Henderson's military romance series provides a detailed 
passage into the world of the military and homeland heroes, 
and those they love. 

Book 1 is about Kelly Jacobs who has already paid the 
ultimate price of loving a warrior; she has the folded flag and 
the grateful thanks of a nation to prove it. Navy SEAL Joe 
“Bear” Baker can't ask her to accept that risk again―even 
though he loves her. But the man responsible for her 
husband's death is back; closer than either of them realize. 
Kelly is in danger, and Joe may not get there in time. Check it 
out to see what happens. 
 

                     
A Breed Apart Trilogy 

By Ronie Kendig 

Hold on for a fast-paced, adrenaline-packed ride as A 
Breed Apart Trilogy takes you into three action-packed 
stories starring military war dogs and their human handlers. A 
wounded ex-Green Beret and his war dog, Trinity, work 
together to rescue a military intelligence officer. A veteran 
teams with a traumatized combat tracking dog, Talon, to find 
her brother. A fiery handler and her tough bullmastiff, 

Beowulf, are on a mission in Afghanistan. Relying on faith and 
training, these teams navigate the dangers of war, even as 
romance comes to the frontline for the handlers  

Line of Duty 
(Newpointe 911 Series, Book 5) 

By Terri Blackstock 

Jill narrowly escapes the chaos of the explosions and 
fire only to find Dan missing. Were the bombs the act of a 
terrorist, or a scheme coming from a heart of greed? Can Jill’s 
faith carry her through these long days of pain and 
uncertainty? And will Dan survive this tragedy . . . or sacrifice 
his life in the line of duty? 
 

 

  

Promiseland Reading Contest 
` Fall is here and with fall comes the start of Promiseland 
and the Library Reading Contest.  Once again the library 
committee will be meeting with the Promiseland students to 
bring them into the library and sharing Jesus’ Love for them.  
Starting Sept 26th and running until April 3rd, each student will 
earn a point for each book or DVD they check out and return.  
Students with 3 or more points by Dec 5th will earn a prize 
and on April 3rd besides each student with 7 or more points 
winning a prize, there will be four grand prizes awarded in 
each of the four age categories: 3 and 4 year olds; K and 1st 
graders; 2nd and 3rd graders; and 4th and 5th graders. 
 Please join the library as we encourage the use of the 
library and share our faith with our youth. 

 

 Library 
News 

Free meal served 4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome 
each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as well as fellowship time!

Oct. 3...........................................Tater tot hot dish, corn, apple crisp
Oct. 10..................................................Pancake night, sausage, fruit
Oct. 17...................Soup night: chicken noodle soup, chili, bread, brownies
Oct. 24 .....................Spaghetti, bread, lettuce salad, banana dessert
Oct. 31 ............Happy Halloween! Spooky dogs, freaky baked beans,  
   scary chips, boo punch

Wednesday’s
October
Menus

Thanks to all of you who came to 
eat with us this summer! Have a 

favorite meal you like? Call, email 
me or stop by on Wednesdays 

and let me know.
God bless you,

Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist
(641-530-5880, dawncraig1211@

gmail.com)
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wounded ex-Green Beret and his war dog, Trinity, work 
together to rescue a military intelligence officer. A veteran 
teams with a traumatized combat tracking dog, Talon, to find 
her brother. A fiery handler and her tough bullmastiff, 

Beowulf, are on a mission in Afghanistan. Relying on faith and 
training, these teams navigate the dangers of war, even as 
romance comes to the frontline for the handlers  

Line of Duty 
(Newpointe 911 Series, Book 5) 

By Terri Blackstock 

Jill narrowly escapes the chaos of the explosions and 
fire only to find Dan missing. Were the bombs the act of a 
terrorist, or a scheme coming from a heart of greed? Can Jill’s 
faith carry her through these long days of pain and 
uncertainty? And will Dan survive this tragedy . . . or sacrifice 
his life in the line of duty? 
 

 

  

Promiseland Reading Contest 
` Fall is here and with fall comes the start of Promiseland 
and the Library Reading Contest.  Once again the library 
committee will be meeting with the Promiseland students to 
bring them into the library and sharing Jesus’ Love for them.  
Starting Sept 26th and running until April 3rd, each student will 
earn a point for each book or DVD they check out and return.  
Students with 3 or more points by Dec 5th will earn a prize 
and on April 3rd besides each student with 7 or more points 
winning a prize, there will be four grand prizes awarded in 
each of the four age categories: 3 and 4 year olds; K and 1st 
graders; 2nd and 3rd graders; and 4th and 5th graders. 
 Please join the library as we encourage the use of the 
library and share our faith with our youth. 

 

 Library 
News 

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

By Marge Solberg
 It is fall and people around the church are talking about Promiseland starting and, like public school, I hear excitement about kids, 
teachers, lessons and class sizes. I hadn’t been involved in church education for awhile. I was curious so I visited a pre-school Wednesday night 
Promiseland class. The teacher and kids were surprised but welcomed me. The kids knew I didn’t belong in the class. My slower walk, white 
hair and wrinkled skin didn’t fool anyone – they knew I was old, but not how old. I settled in and listened to the story of creation being read. 
The kids colored pictures of Adam, Eve and the garden where they lived. They asked my name and asked about me. A little girl learned that I 
live in a house where her great grandmother once lived. The kids listened, asked questions and learned. The time went fast.
 I thought about my years of “Sunday School.” Most of my public school classmates were in my Sunday class so the numbers were 
large. The class was formal; we sat quietly, did not ask questions while the teacher taught us the themes of the lessons; we did not talk to each 
other. We memorized Bible verses and colored. I loved Sunday school as we did not go many places and it was fun to be there. I thought about 
the kids of my classes. Did they continue on their faith journey started then? Have they remembered life lessons learned? Did they take Jesus 
with them to future school hallways? Is Jesus the center of their work, marriages, and dealings with family and neighbors? I asked a group of 
people from Immanuel what their Sunday school was like. Their classes were like mine growing up. It seemed Sunday school has been the same 
for three or four generations.
 Kids are looking at other ways of learning about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Kids want to worship in music and words that relate 
to them.  The Bible’s lessons of creation, sin, forgiveness, redemption, and God’s love and care for all His creation, do not change. We’ve used 
these lessons to worship Him, to love and care for others, and to improve the earth. Each generation brings different ways to do this. I am excit-
ed to see what all these kids can and will do with this responsibility. I know their forms of worship and praise, of teaching young and old about 
God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are different from mine. I will not always understand the changes (or frankly, always approve) but I know they do 
better than I have, and that gives me hope!
 I challenge Immanuel Seniors to visit a Promiseland class. We have a lot to give as we show our excitement for Promiseland. We have 
time, we aren’t employed or have families to raise, and we’ve been in these classrooms before. We can offer to help when needed and give 
classroom supplies they don’t have. We could sub for a teacher or offer to serve a term on the education board. All of us can be a force of 
prayer for the kids and adults of Promiseland. We’re seniors so we work slower, walk slower, and forget a lot. But while helping Promiseland, we 
will be building friendships that will last forever.
 Krista Hopp and Tasha Banta direct Promiseland. They are special ladies! The teachers are exceptional. The rest of us at Immanuel 
thank all of you who work with Promiseland. Ask them what they need.
SENIORS, VISIT A PROMISELAND CLASS!

GRANDMA GOES TO PROMISELAnD

Twice a year (May & Oct.) all the completed and gathered 
QUILTS, SOAP, BLANKETS, SCHOOL BACKPACK KITS, and 
PERSONAL CARE KITS are boxed up for shipping and taken 
to a distribution site in Albert Lea. Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR) continues the journey to locations around the world. 
These gifts provide many blessings and shelter from the 
elements, and giving of ordinary items into extraordinary 
gifts of love for people coping with war, disaster, and 
poverty.
ITEMS STILL NEED BEFORE OCTOBER 12th: SOAP (full-size 
bars) and BLANKETS (new or gentle used). These items 
may be brought to the church anytime leading up to this 
day.
Anyone is welcome to come help on Friday, Oct. 12, 
beginning at 8:15 a.m. 

PACKING DAY FOR LWR OCTOBER 12

Dates to remember:
Thursday, Oct. 11, 10am                  Circle Bible Study Leaders w/Barb Johnson, 
                  Lounge
Friday, Oct. 12, 8:15am                        LWR Packing Day, Fellowship Hall
 
Monday, Oct. 15, 2-4pm                  Prayer Shawl Ministry, Forest Plaza
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 1pm                                LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall
October Coffee Fellowship                Kitchen Service Group
October Laundry                                     Alice Jones

October Circle Schedule
                              Date/Time                           Location/Hostess                               Lesson Leader

Martha                Oct. 18/9:30am                 Shalom/TBD                                       Karen Gustafson
   
Dorcas                 Oct. 18/1:30pm                 Shalom/Shirley Rollefson                    Alice Jones
  
Sarah                   Oct. 18/1:30pm                 Lounge/Pott Van Auken                       Barb Johnson
Rachel                 Oct. 18/1:30pm                 Fellowship Hall/Mary Rodberg        Marge Solberg 

Winter is coming!
Immanuel is in need of someone to clear

Snow from the street side sidewalks.
If interested in applying or volunteering

Contact Mike Oleson (585-3152).
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Operation Christmas Child at Immanuel! 
 
“The world’s largest Christmas project of its kind, Operation Christmas 
Child, uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a 
tangible way to children in need around the world.”  We here at 
Immanuel can be a part of that beautiful mission!  

 
On Sunday, September 9th, During God’s Work. Our Hands, many hands helped fold OCC 
boxes to be filled by our congregation and community (share the news and a box with your 
friends).  THANK YOU, volunteers, for helping us prepare for this great work!
 
The next time you’re at the church grab a shoebox or two, decide if you will be packing for a 
boy or a girl, and what age group (2-4, 5-9, 10-14) fill it with a WOW factor toy, something like an outfit, soccer ball w/pump, 
doll, stuffed animal, or a musical instrument.  Next add things like small toys, socks, hair accessories, flashlight with batteries, 
toothbrush, bar soap (no liquid), washcloths, notebook, pens, crayons, and a personal note! Then tape the label the box (the labels 
are inside of the box), add $9 for shipping, pray over your box and the child that will receive it, and return it to the church office 
by Wednesday, November 7th, 2018.
 From there the boxes will begin their journey into the hands of many children who will be blessed beyond measure by your gift.  
They will have scripture placed in their hands, and will maybe for the first time in their little lives, hear about the love of Jesus.  This 
is a life-changing ministry, and one our family always feels so blessed to be a part of!
 The boxes will be delivered to children in more than 100 countries! WOW!
 Notes:  NO candy, chocolate, food, toothpaste, used or damaged items, war-related items, liquids, lotions, vitamins, or breakable 
items such as snow globes or glass containers.
 Idea:  Have a packing party with friends, invite 4 friends over and ask that they each bring 5 of an item (ex, one friend brings 5 
washcloths, one brings 5 toothbrushes, etc) and pack boxes together!  Pack as a Promiseland class, a confirmation group, or a 
group of friends or co-workers!
 “OCC” or “Operation Christmas Child”, to help cover shipping costs, help the Benson family sort boxes at Immanuel before they 
are delivered to the drop off location, help deliver boxes to the drop off location, or share this article.  

Blessings! 
Quincey Benson

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

1. LWR school backpacks (104 bags packed)
2. LWR Personal Kits (25 kits completed)
3. LWR Quilt tying (1 quilt tied )
4. Prayer Shawl ministry (28 given to International  
 Waldorf students)
5. Waldorf International Students (78 care pkgs)
6. Care center placemats (around 20 colored and  
 taken to Good Sam)
7. Hand out water bottles - (8 cases of water   
 handed out uptown)
8. Operation Christmas Child (118 boxes   
 assembled and ready for distribution)
9. Kitchen/Hospitality (breakfast made & served --  
 78 treats made for care pkgs)

Service projects from God’s Work. Our Hands. Sept. 9:

10. Grocery Cart Ministry (cart filled and taken to  
 Food Bank)
11. $129.32 collected from brunch and cinnamon  
 rolls given to Good Samaritan Fund.
 THANK YOU FOR BEING GOD’S MANY HANDS!
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Altar Guild

Oct. 7............................................................Julie Damm
Oct. 14 .................................................Joanne Bartleson
Oct. 21 ..........................................................Joan Beebe
Oct. 28 ......................................................Dorothy Olson

Assisting Ministers

Oct. 7...........................................................David Melby
Oct. 14 .......................................................Carolyn Price
Oct. 21 ...........................................................Jim Cherry
Oct. 28 ........................................................Joan Hansen

Scripture Readers

Oct. 7.............................................................Brad Jones
Oct. 14 .............................................Brenda Kirschbaum
Oct. 21 .............................................................Ken Korth
Oct. 28 ....................................................Scott Bertelsen

Communion Set Up

Oct. 7.............................................................Ellen Olson
Oct. 14 ..........................................................Alice Jones
Oct. 21 .......................................................Joyce Kasper
Oct. 28 ..................................................Shirley Rollefson
Wednesdays................................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers

Oct. 7......................................Ken Korth, Mary Kingland
Oct. 14...............................................Dick & Vera Hynes
Oct. 21................................Carolyn Price, Joan Hansen
Oct. 28 ..............................Marlene Faircloth, Liz Wilson

Song Leaders

Oct. 7..............................Cindi Lehmann, Kathy Jerome
Oct. 14................................Jaci Thorson, Elizabeth May
Oct. 21 ...........................Audrey Olmstead, Brenda Rust
Oct. 28 ............................................Mark & Joy Newcom

Offering Counters
Joyce Goranson, Dorothy Olson, Mary Schaefer, Betty 
Nelson, Marj Anderson

Ushers
Gary McCarthy, Matt & Dominic Bronson, Loren Ehrich

Sound Tech
Karl Wooldridge

Volunteer October 2018

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
Oct. 7, 14, 28
Nov. 11
Dec. 9, 16
Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is $100)
Oct. 7
Dec. 9, 30

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts

son Ben’s faith. He is 3 and going to be 4 in November. When thinking of the 3-year old Promiseland class many of us may think 
that they are cute, but very few of us probably expect them to learn anything let alone retain it. The day after that second night of 
Promiseland I asked Ben what he learned in class. They had been learning about Adam and Eve in the garden with the snake. I was 
expecting something simple and straight forward something like “snakes are gross” or “Adam & Eve are bad”. He was able to recite 
back the whole story to me probably better than most adults can. This is a great reminder for all of us that what we do matters. 
You never know who is listening and you never know what they are going to take away. Our mission at church is to help provide 
this life changing message of Jesus. This is something that will transcend time unlike any other activity or event our youth are in. 
Thank you for supporting all of Immanuel’s youth from the 3 year old Promiseland to middle school and high school youth. What 
you do truly matters.
Be sure to keep up to date on Confirmation & High School Youth activities by checking out Immanuel’s website at
www.immanuelfamily.com
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—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 2018 Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

October 2018 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
2pm - Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm – Parish Life, lounge 

3 
4:45-6:45pm -Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Bells/6-7 Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- 8-9, 10 
Confirmation/Choir/HS 
Youth 

 

4 
4pm- 8:30am- Women’s 
Bible Study, Lounge 
4:45pm – Exec Council 
5:30pm- Trustees 

5 6 

7 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Reception for 
Sam Hernes’ 50th 
Ordination, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
1pm- This Day Forward 
Movie, Forest Theatre 

 

8 
6:45pm- Council 

9 
2pm- Intercessory Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
4:30pm- Children’s Ed, 
Kitchenette 

 

10 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5pm- M&O, Lounge 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Bells/6-7 Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- 8-9, 10 
Confirmation/Choir/HS 
Youth 
 

11 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10am- Circle Bible Study 
Leaders, Lounge 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 

 

12 
8:15am- LWR Packing 
Day, FH 

13 

14 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee, FH 
10:30am- Promiseland 
 

15 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Forest Plaza 
7pm- Boman Fine Arts 
Dedication concert 

 

16 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
6:30pm- Cub Scouts Pack 
Meeting, FH 
 

17 
4:45-6:45p- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Bells/6-7 Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship-
Promiseland sings 
7:30pm- 8-9, 10 
Confirmation/Choir/HS 
Youth 

 

18 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, 
Lounge 
1:30pm- Dorcas Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, FH 

 

19 
Wedding Rehearsal 
NOVEMBER MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

 

20 
9-5pm- Confirmation & 
HS Peer Ministers 
Training Event, MaJoPa 
2:30pm- Levi Jordan & 
Kira Quinn Wedding 
 

 

21 
9:15am- Worship-
Promiseland sings 
10:15am-Potluck brunch 
10:40am FH Adult 
Learning, Shalom 

 

22 23 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 

24 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper, FH 
5:30pm- Promiseland/ 
Bells/6-7 Confirmation 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm- 8-9, 10 
Confirmation/Choir/HS 
Youth 

 

25 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
10:30am- Good 
Samaritan Communion 
Service 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 

 

26 27 
2pm- Baby shower, 
Shalom 

28 Reformation 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee Fellowship, 
FH 
11am- Confirmation Worship 
6-8pm- Confirmation Activity 
Night 

 

29 30 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 

31 
4:45-6:45pm- Halloween 
‘spooky’ Supper, FH 
(no Confirmation, no 
Promiseland, no bells) 
6:30pm- Worship 
7:30pm-- Choir 

 

   

French toast & bacon breakfast will be served from 
7:30am - 12 noon on Saturday, Oct. 13.

All are welcome to come to the Forest City Senior 
Center. Freewill donation. 

Proceeds for Congregate meals expenses.

Breakfast Fundraiser at Forest City 
Senior Center

Baptisms
Sept. 23   Lettie Ranee Harriman, daughter of Matt & Abby 
(Mollenhauer) Harriman

Prayers
Deb & Ron Novak and family in the loss of Deb’s brother, 
Mike Hanson of Des Moines

Carroll & Karen Gustafson and family in the loss of Carroll’s 
sister, Shirley Schutter of Forest City

Blessings & Prayers



MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Cindi Lehmann-Finance   
      cindi@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

President: Kathy McEnelly

Vice-President: Quincey Benson

Treasurer: Cynthia Ryder

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 

Representatives: Joan Beebe, Ken Han-
sen, Heather Johnson, Kathy Leuwerke. 
Steve Olmstead, Ellen Olson, Zoey Stef-
fensen, Amy Thorson

  Matt Polsdofer-Youth Ministry   
      mpolsdofer001@immanuelfamily.com
  Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


