THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - October 2021

What is your story to tell?
Immanuel Council is searching for impact stories from you about how the church, faith, and God make a difference in your life. Sue, a
communications major from Waldorf University, would like to interview you and hear your stories that might be printed in the Messenger as
an inspiration for the whole congregation. Contact Pastor Rod or be ready to say ‘yes’ if asked.

Hello Immanuel Family!

My ordination is Saturday, October 16th at 1pm and I would love
to have you attend! The next month or so for myself and my family
is going to be both an exciting and chaotic time of transitions. We
welcome baby boy (child #4) sometime around September 25th, move
sometime in the first week of October, I start my new call on October
11th, and have my ordination at Immanuel in Forest City on the 16th.
Our family appreciates all the support we’ve received and would
appreciate prayers during this time of transitions.
Thanks! -The Polsdofers (Matt & Jenni, Ben, Ruby, Molly, & Jacob).

Ordination Service
for

Matthew Duane Polsdofer
Immanuel Lutheran Church

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
Saturday, October 16, 2021 at 1pm
Light Reception to Follow Service
Color of the Day: Red

Matt has been called to serve at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Rock Rapids, IA

Waldorf Choir bring
special music to worship

Sunday, October 3, Waldorf University Homecoming schedule
continues with the Waldorf Choir singing at 9:15 worship at
Immanuel!
The Choir will be singing prelude, special music throughout the
service, and conclude with the traditional Beautiful Savior. Waldorf
Alumni, Immanuel choir members, and others are welcome to sing
with the Choir for this final song. The Waldorf Choir is directed by
EmilieOctober
Bertram.
16, 2021
7–10pm evening, Oct. 2, 6:30pm, the Waldorf event at Boman
On Saturday
Fine Arts
Center will feature the Distinguished Service Award
The Location
1234 Main
Street, Anytown,
StateConcert,
ZIP
Ceremony,
Waldorf
Choir
and Alumni Sing-Along.
www.example.com
On Sunday afternoon, Oct. 3, 1:00pm, The Waldorf Instrumental
Concert will feature the Wind Symphony, Percussion and Jazz
Ensembles. Also at Boman Fine Arts Center. No tickets needed for
these events.

Nouwen Book Study Lineup
Announcing the lineup for our Nouwen book series for the coming year.
Thank you to our presenters who have graciously volunteered to read a
book and present and facilitate a group discussion. The presentations
will be a hybrid model of online and in-person as well as recorded for
later viewing. You can find Nouwen books online and most have a kindle
version and an audio option available. I also recommend checking out
the Henri Nouwen Society website at https://henrinouwen.org/ for further
inspiration. 					
- Pastor Rod
1. October/November: Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular
World
2. December/January : The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of
Homecoming
3. February: The Genesee Diary: Report from a Trappist Monastery
4. March/April (Lent) : Can you Drink This Cup
5. April/May (Easter) Making All Things New : An Invitation to the Spiritual
Life
6. Summer or September 2022 : The Inner Voice of Love: A Journey
Through Anguish to Freedom

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2021
Blessings to these sixteen 9th & 10th graders who
will make public affirmation of their baptism at a
Confirmation service at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, October
31st, Reformation Sunday.
Braedon Appel		
Aubrey Miller
Jacob Beenken		
Brayden Price
Gracie Conrad		
Gabriel Ramirez
Brooklyn Craft		
Bailey Sobek
Olivia Eastvold		
Skylar Steffensen
Jack Harms		
Carter Stricker
Owen Holkesvik		
Jessa Swearingen
Jaden Jerome		
Jada Wooldridge

Nursery Now staffed
Immanuel’s nurseries is now staffed
during worship on Sundays and
Wednesdays in the nursery below the
narthex. And during Whirl Wednesday
in the education wing nursery. Piper, a
Waldorf University student, has been
hired to be available for parents with
small children that need nursery care
during these times.
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Letter from Pastor
Impact Stories
Five minutes to impact!
Prepare for impact…
5, 4, 3, 3, 2, 1, 0!
I don’t typically think of impact as
a good thing. Impact often ushers
forth a time of upheaval or carries
a destructive component. In my
pastoral care visitations to the
hospitalized I have visited people
struggling with an impacted bowel;
from the looks of that, I wouldn’t
wish it on my worst enemy. My kids have had their jaws
impacted with cotton following oral surgery for the removal
of wisdom teeth; again, not a pleasant situation. The
reality is that change is hard, and impact is the catalyst
for change. Therefore, impact stories often have both a
component of death and new life.
With that in mind, sharing our impact stories with one
another in the church seems especially appropriate. We
belong to a God who is in the business of bringing new
life out of destructive situations, even death. Do you have
a story to tell? I think we all do if we are willing. Because I
don’t like to ask others to do what I am unwilling to do, let
me share an impact story with you from my ministry.
One day while visiting congregation members who lived
in a care center, I entered Irene’s room. I had never met
Irene and didn’t know anything about her except that she
was in her nineties. As I entered her room Irene was in
her bed. Her bed was very low for her safety, and it was
clear she was frail enough she wasn’t going to get up or
sit up. I went to her bed side and then quickly realized she
was extremely hard of hearing. I bent over her and spoke
in a voice which felt like I was yelling. It felt like a terrible
visit. I didn’t feel I was doing Irene any good. I kept it short,
reminding her that God loves her. I prayed with and for her
and then made the sign of the cross on her forehead and
turned to leave.
As I reached the door Irene, who had not spoken a word
thus far, called out… “don’t be afraid to come back and tell
me what that means (meaning the cross marked on her
forehead). I was stunned and shocked. I turned around
and went back to her, bent low and shouted, “Irene, you
are a child of God. God’s beloved daughter, held in God’s
hands forever!” In that moment, Irene’s long boney finger
rose-up out of her bed toward my face. Unsure of what
was happening I remained still. Irene’s finger made its
way to my forehead, it tosseled my hair (that’s when I had
hair on my forehead) then that long, fragile, boney finger
marked me with the cross. I took Irene by the hand, kissed
her hand, and left the room with tears in my eyes.

OCTOBER 2021

The impact of that moment was humbling. I had entered the
room that day thinking that I was the only one with anything
to give. My assumptions about elderly, frail, deaf people
were shattered and laid to rest as I received more that day
from Irene than she could have possibly received from me.
New life came for me in that moment as I became a better
pastor because I recognized the power of symbol, and the
gift and wisdom of the elderly, and was deeply blessed
with new life and strength for ministry. Irene, a woman, a
daughter of God, whom I met once, changed my life. God
bless the memory of Irene.
There is just one story of how my life has been impacted
by the church. What’s your story? How has God through
Immanuel impacted your life? Let me know if you’re willing
to share and I’ll connect you with Sue. (See article on front
page.) She will interview you and write your story. Thanks for
being the church together and for being open to share your
story. It matters.
The Peace of Christ,
Pastor Rod

Immanuel Kids
Fall.....In Love With Jesus
Fall is a great time of year. A lot of things are coming to an
end. Once school starts the swimming pool closes, and the
lazy days of summer are gone. Our gardens stop producing
and the trees turn colors as they prepare for winter. At the
same time many new things are beginning. A new school
year gets underway, Sunday School starts up again, you
might join a football team or volleyball team. There are new
things to be a part of all around.
Fall is also a great time to fall in love with Jesus all
over again. Jesus loves you and wants to be in a loving
relationship with you. A loving relationship is one that
communication and good feelings flow both ways from me
to you and from you to me. Jesus seeks you and knocks on
the door of your heart. He wants to spend time with you and
give you good gifts. It is his pleasure to give you his Father’s
kingdom.
So, pick up you Bible this fall and read God’s word. Jesus
is God’s word made flesh, so when you read your Bible
you connect with Jesus. Make morning prayer and evening
prayer a part of your daily routine as you set your routine for
school. If you don’t know how to pray, just talk to Jesus. Ask
him your questions; tell him what’s bothering you; tell him
what fills you with joy and tell him what you want or need.
And don’t forget to listen. Just invite Jesus to speak to you
and just be quiet for one minute or two, or five. As we listen
Jesus will talk. Through this communication, you will fall in
love with Jesus.
Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod
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October Mission Emphasis

Promiseland
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to
those whose lives have been disrupted by disasters, in the United States
and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change,
we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need. Internationally
and throughout the United States, Lutheran Disaster Response makes
sure that each community receives the physical, mental and emotional
care needed to recover from a disaster. In the United States, Lutheran
Disaster Response works through 39 local affiliates across the country
to respond to a disaster from a local level. This is a crucial element of
our work because each affiliate has the partnerships, the connections
and the history with the community to help determine what is needed
for the recovery work – these organizations provide help to affected
homeowners and communities by helping them muck out, clean-up and
rebuild. Internationally, we work through the long-standing relationships of
the ELCA with global companions and partners. These relationships allow
Lutheran Disaster Response to take into account not only the immediate
needs of the moment, but also the long-term goals of the communities
in which we engage. Through your generous gifts we have the staying
power to be there as long as needed. Thanks to you, Lutheran Disaster
Response is in it for the long haul.
The two most recent Disaster Responses that we share with you are:
1) HAITI CRISIS following the August 2021 devastating 7.2 magnitude
earthquake. Over 1,400 people were killed, thousands more injured, and
at least 26,000 homes were damaged or destroyed. 2) HURRICANE IDA
that made landfall near New Orleans on August 29, exactly 16 years after
Hurricane Katrina. The impact of Ida is yet to be fully assessed, but with a
hurricane at this scale, rebuilding will be costly and take years. Immediate
needs include basic necessities and temporary housing.
Find more information at www.ELCA.org/disaster
God’s work. Our hands. morning (Sept. 12) was enjoyed and
productive with many participating in the service projects:
1) ‘Thinking of You’ greeting
cards sent, 2) LWR School
Backpacks filled (118), 3)
LWR Quilt tying, 4) Healthy
snacks packed for Waldorf International students, 5) Cookies
were decorated and shared at FC Police & Sheriff Departments.
6) Shut-In Serenading group shared their music talent at
doorsteps, 7) Bottles of water and greetings were given out on
the street corner.

Promiseland Families,
I write to you today under the Harvest Moon,
full and bright and beautiful. As we head into
this new season, our new season of Whirl
Wednesday and Sunday Promiseland is well
under way, and so far it has been full and bright
and beautiful! Hearing all the voices singing and
laughing all around the church during the meal,
in the halls, classrooms and in worship has
really brought more life into our church as in the days before
Covid-19. Everything has been running smoothly and I think
the kids are enjoying the new curriculums we have in place.
We have learned about God’s Creation and Noah’s Ark and
there are so many great stories ahead.
Coming up on October the 17th and 20th, the children in 2nd
and 3rd grades will receive Bible’s in worship! The Board of
Education is excited to gift “The Adventure Bible.” This Bible
is colorful and interactive. A great transition from story Bibles
to the real thing. We hope the kids who receive their Bibles
will bring them to class each week so that they can learn to
navigate and use it.
I wanted to feature an impact story of one of our Promiseland
teachers. We as a church are interested in why people serve,
what excites them and how serving uses their spiritual gifts.
Linda Holland is a person with a servant heart. She is a true
example of someone who lives a Christ-Centered life and we
are so blessed to have her teaching our little ones. Her story
is below. Thank you, Linda for all you do and for sharing your
story.
~Tasha

• • • • • • • • •
I was working in my Promiseland room the other day and
Tasha asked me if I would write an article on why I want to
teach.
My first thought was do I want to do this?
Sunday School as we called it, was always a big part of my
life. My Mother taught the Kindergarten class for over 20
years. I enjoyed helping her get the craft projects ready to go.
After Confirmation I helped teach in the lower elementary
classrooms.
Off to college I went, got married, and moved to Iowa on
a farm. My Sunday School teaching continued at St. John’s
Lutheran in Woden. They needed teachers and I had time
to do it. God gave us three children and we moved to town.
Jackie started Sunday School and I started teaching 1st grade
until Jeff graduated.
Two of my Grandchildren are now attending Promiseland and
I am back teaching.
My Mother passed along her love of teaching and love for
young children. Watching them learn the Bible stories and
about God is the best blessing anyone can have. God gives us
our talents. My talent is teaching and definitely not singing.
Linda Holland
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Board notes
Mission & Outreach
Sharon Rieffer

OCTOBER 2021

Parish Coucil
Linda Ferjak
Council met on September 13, 2021 with an In Person/Zoom
Hybrid format. Both Pastor Rod and Pastor Zech were in
attendance. Meeting was called to order by President Daryl
Krieger and August minutes were approved.

The members of the board met Sept. 8 via ZOOM. Those present
were: Jaci Thorson, Becky Stumme, Nic Determann, Chad
Kozitza and Sharen Rieffer. Devotions were given by Sharen.

Pastor Rod expressed thanks to those who worked with God’s
Work Our Hands projects and to those individuals that have
been planning Sunday worship. His Book Study will begin no
later than October.

We discussed this quarter’s emphasis which is our Bible Camps.
Our Bible Camps provide so many services besides the summer
camps for kids. We planned our fundraiser to be at coffee hour
on September 19 with a “noisy” offering that day in the narthex.
So far we have received $599.30 and are hoping for a good
result during the month of September.

Geno Lopes will be the band leader for Wednesday Night
Worship with Jason Slater, Elizabeth May and Antonio Lopes
completing the group.
Promisedland is starting with 65 students registered for Sunday
School.

Our funds for our missionary, Karen Anderson, are currently
at $4,208.38 leaving $791.62 towards our yearly commitment
to her. We will discuss what can be done to reach our goal at a
later meeting.
The board decided that “Lutheran Disaster Relief” will be our
focus in Mission and Outreach during the month of October.
With the current disasters of the earthquake in Haiti and
hurricane Ida in the United States there is an urgency to offer
them support.
We discussed the International Students and other students
who are in need at Waldorf University. Director, Megan Gabriell
has made a “closet” where students can get donated supplies.
Items suggested are coats, bedding, pots/pans, kitchen items,
gift cards for places to eat when there is no food service
provided. These items may be left at the church office.
We will meet by ZOOM in October to optimize attendance.

Trustees’ Notes
Bink Keller
The Board of Trustees met on September 13, 2021 at the church.
August income was $44,849.80 and expenses were $56,074.38
with a negative (11,224.58) for the month. YTD Actual
is a Negative – ($35,726.73) compared to 2020 YTD of –
($47,181.08).
Endowment: Endowment Fund distributions were reviewed.
Sue, Waldorf graduate will interview and video 10 faith stories
for Stewardship program this fall as an internship of 25 hours for
$450.
Property Committee: 3 sanctuary lights were replaced. Some
exit lights were replaced.
Personnel Committee: Meeting later in the week after Trustees.
New Business: With Ben Allaway’s resignation, Linda Ferjak
will lead the choir and Dave Melby and Linda will assist in
the congregation’s song selection in the interim. We will look
at a policy guideline for stipend payments for vocalists and
instrumental next month. Geno Lopes has agreed to lead
Wednesday night service for $900 per month.
Old Business: a.) Bethany Lutheran Staff sharing and Quarterly
vitality group update: Everything is going fine.

Pastor Zech reported that he is starting to include Hybrid
Assisting Ministers to be able to bring our online presence into
Worship. Bethany’s God’s Work Our Hands went well.
October 31 is Confirmation Day for 9th & 10th grade.
Confirmation for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade is now referred to as
Middle School Ministry.
He is glad to be back at Forest Plaza.
The first theme for Wednesday Night Worship is “Who, What,
Why, When and How?” Asking us to answer those question as
a church. A Hybrid team is continuing to meet to address these
questions.
October 16 at 1:00 p.m. is the Ordination date for Matt
Polsdorfer at Immanuel.
The current COVID Environment was discussed. It was the
consensus of the council that we provide masks and hand
sanitizer at the entrances. Communion servers will be asked to
mask.
Communion will now be served twice a month.
There is still a need for a Thanksgiving Coordinator.
Board reports were presented.
Meeting was adjourned.

Parish Life

Melanie Westerberg
Board of Parish Life met on Monday 9/7.
We discussed the block party which was held in August. It
was moved to the Waldorf atrium due to weather. It was a
successful night with lots of students and staff attending and all
were very appreciative. We noted that donations were down for
bars and chips and hope to see those improve for next year. We
also discussed the idea of doing some poster type advertising
ourselves next year so that students know about the party well
ahead of time.
Other items for discussion included the usher volunteer list. We
are in need of more volunteers that would be willing to help
usher once every couple of months and /or special services like
Christmas and Easter. Now that the communion routine has
gone back to participation at the altar and will be distributed
twice a month instead of once a month, we will have positions
to fill there as well.
If anyone is interested in helping with either of these needs,
please contact someone on BPL or call Jaci at the office! Thank
you!
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Building Community Interlinked with Christ Wherever You Are At
Last month I teased this a little bit, but I think you could say I’ve been talking about it for over a year now. The church
continues to change and to grow, which is both exciting and scary. In 2019 things hadn’t changed a whole lot we still
gathered together in person for everything, worship, meetings, class, coffee, and every other activity. Then in 2020 the
church almost shifted completely the opposite direction most of the year. Everything we did was online worship, coffee,
class, meetings, all of it was on the screen and the way we were in relationship with each other changed. Now it’s 2021
and the church has shifted again and settled into a direction it was already headed towards, hybrid. And the hybrid
church is a wide-open frontier that is exciting for some and scary for others.
But what exactly does the hybrid church mean? It means an interlinked community, some people participating online
and some in-person. It means opening new doors for people to hear, see, and understand who Immanuel is and what they are up to. It
means welcoming people where they are at. It means opportunities to gather with Christ at different times and in different locations.
It means building relationships that we once thought could not be real. It also means coming together again in-person. It also means
rethinking everything.
Dave Daubert in his book, Becoming the Hybrid Church, has this to say, “Being a hybrid congregation does not mean that you add an online
ministry and keep the other things the same; being a hybrid church means rethinking and reforming all of the ministry of the congregation.
That’s what makes being a hybrid church challenging rethinking everything is a big task. But that’s also what makes being a hybrid church
exciting-rethinking everything opens the doors for the entire ministry of the church!”
Over the past year we have grown towards becoming a hybrid church. As we began to gather in the sanctuary, we worked towards including
those interlinked through music, liturgy, ways to give, and inviting participation. Education opportunities over Lent allowed for members of
Immanuel and Bethany to come together over Zoom while some met together in-person and together we studied faith practices. Coffee
hour in multiple locations was a weekly event. Confirmation brought together students for class via Zoom or in-person. And this is just
scratching the surface.
In August a team began meeting, and each member has a passion for the church. They are passionate about where we are today, and where
we will be in the future. Some of the things we are working on right now include reevaluating the website, expanding social media to include
announcements and things to ponder, such as weekly devotions and weekly Bible verses. Continuing to find ways to being the interlinked
community together in worship, with occasional worship leaders from home. Education opportunities in-person and on demand. Small
groups and ways to connect and keep in touch with each other. And there will be more as we continue to rethink how we are interlinked in
Christ. And it takes time for the hybrid church to come about. Some of us are very excited, some of us don’t want to see things change. But
the Spirit will work with us as we discover and discern what the church will look like. Hybrid is about opening more doors, rather than closing
doors. It’s about creating spaces to build community together with Christ wherever we are at.
This is a lot of information, and this is still only a snapshot on what Hybrid Ministry can be. As I mentioned last month, this is a new frontier
that many are exploring together. I’m very passionate about this and excited about what the future may hold. And I’m sure you have
questions. So please ask me. Ask me about what this means. Share with me your anxieties and excitement about this and the future of the
church. Know that I won’t have all the answers, but I will continue to grow as Immanuel does too. In the next 12 months I’ll periodically
highlight various parts of hybrid so you can see what’s going on at Immanuel. The present is both scary and exciting, but know we are on this
journey together.
See you in worship in one way or another, interlinked with Christ!
Pastor Zech Anderson

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
T r eas u r er ' s R ep o r t
ImFY
m an uAugust
el L u t h er an C2021
hurch
Au g u s t
A c t u al 2021

Mo n t h l y
B u d g et

F Y A u g u s t 2021
Year -t o -d at e
A c t u al

A n n u al
B u d g et

In c o m e
Regular Offerings & Envelopes
Other Income
To t al In c o m e

34,263.96
10,585.84
44,849.80

40,990.75
9,014.00
50,004.75

285,716.93
70,490.23
356,207.16

E x p en s e
Staff Support
Administration
Ministry Areas
Loan re-payment/contingency

31,258.06
11,510.25
13,306.07
0.00

32,830.33
10,016.92
7,157.50
0.00

56,074.38
($11,224.58)

T o t al E x p en s es
In c o m e L es s Ex p en s e

Au g u s t
A c t u al 2020

YTD
A c t u al 2020

491,889.00
108,168.00
600,057.00

P er c en t o f
YTD B u d g et
66.67%
58.09%
65.17%
59.36%

32,538.85
7,265.02
39,803.87

277,079.17
38,080.25
315,159.42

260,857.44
67,473.62
63,602.83
0.00

393,964.00
120,203.00
85,890.00
0.00

66.21%
56.13%
74.05%
0.00%

33,312.49
10,761.15
5,541.30
0.00

243,360.41
72,074.64
46,905.45
0.00

50,004.75

391,933.89

600,057.00

65.32%

49,614.94

362,340.50

$0.00

($35,726.73)

0.00

($9,811.07)

($47,181.08)

Page 6						

THE MESSENGER					

Volunteer

October 2021
Assisting Ministers
Oct. 3.................................................................Cynthia Ryder
Oct. 10...................................................................May Family
Oct. 17.....................................................................Ken Korth
Oct. 24.............................................................Cindi Lehmann
Oct. 31.............................................................Kathy McEnelly

Scripture Readers
Oct. 3....................................................................Ken Hansen
Oct. 10...................................................................May Family
Oct. 17.............................................................Carolynn Korth
Oct. 24............................................................Steve Olmstead
Oct. 31.................................................................Bruce Mielke

Altar Care
Oct. 3..............................................................Kathy Leuwerke
Oct. 10..................................................................Julie Damm
Oct. 17....................................................................Mary Lund
Oct. 24.....................................................................Sara Uetz
Oct. 31.................................................................Jean Yeager

Communion Servers
Oct. 3		
Oct. 17		

Dick & Vera Hynes
Kathy McEnelly, Becky Stumme

Sound/Video Techs
Sunday		
Brody Hopp/Ken Ferjak

Wednesday
Brian Golwitzer/Nic Determann

Offering Counters
Joyce Goranson, Sandy Lillquist, Marj Anderson, Ellen
Olson

Laundry
Alice Jones

THANK YOU’S
We are completely overwhelmed by the love, prayerful support
and generosity you have shown to us in this very difficult time. We
thank each and everyone of you from the bottom of our hearts.
May God bless you all,
Isaac Schneider and Kaitlyn Helfter
Thank you, Immanuel family, for all your prayers, cards, calls, and
memorial gifts given in this time of Gary’s sickness and death!
Dorie Sinnard

OCTOBER 2021

Blessings & Prayers

Prayers

Deb & Ron Novak and family in the loss of Deb’s brother, Daryl
Easley of Sapulpa, OK
Clay & Theresa Caylor, Erin & Ellie, and family in the loss of
Clay’s dad, Howard Caylor of Ethan, SD
Tip Taylor, Lori & Tim Ranes, and family in the loss of step-son,
brother, Gary Taylor of Leland
Chuck & Christy Smoley and family in the loss of Chuck’s mom,
Beatrice Smoley of Buffalo Center

Weddings
Sept. 25 Brian & Anna (Sacchetti) Brcka

Baptisms
Sept. 5 Kinsley Sue and Jovie Amanda Wooldridge, adopted
daughters of Karl & Kari Wooldridge
Sept. 12 Rhea Lou Phillips, daughter of Cole & Ashley (West)
Phillips
Sept. 12 Maren Lucille Daniels, daughter of Matt & Brynn
(Phillips) Daniels
Sept. 19 Adalynn Rose Strommen, daughter of Brian & Allison
(Thompson) Strommen

WELCA & FUNERALS
Did you know every woman who is a member of
Immanuel is a member of WELCA?
One of the services WELCA does is to serve lunches for
the families of those who have lost loved ones and have
chosen to have the funeral or memorial service at the
church.
We furnish coffee and bars or cake and serve anything
else the family has catered. All our members have been
divided into 4 funeral groups who serve on a rotation.
We have 2 or 3 ladies in charge of each group who
make phone calls to ask members to help serve and/or
furnish bars or cakes and are in charge at the luncheon.
Our willing workers are aging and we need help from
more members. When you are called, would you please
say yes? “God’s Work, Our Hands! Thank you for being
a willing servant!
We would like to encourage our men to help out too!!
We sure could use their help and they too would find It
rewarding to help out our fellow members in their time of
need.
Mary Rodberg, Karen Gustafson, Barb Braun
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October 2021
Sunday

Monday

4

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

9:15am- Worship,
communion, Waldorf Choir
10:15am- Promiseland /
Coffee

2:30pm – Forest
Plaza Communion
w/pastor

5

2:30pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group
5:30pm- Bell Choir
6:30pm- Parish Life
Board

6

7

9am— Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge

8

8:30 am- LWR Packing
Day, FH

9

10

11

5pm- Trustees
6:30pm- Council

12

2:30pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group
4:30pm- Children’s Ed
5:30pm- Bell Choir

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

3

9:15am- Worship
10:15am- Coffee, FH /
Promiseland

9:15am- Worship, 2-3 gr
Bibles, Communion
10:15am- Coffee /
Promiseland

2-4pm- Prayer
Shawl Ministry,
Shalom

2:30pm- Intercessor
Prayer Group

24

25

26

9:15am- Worship
10:15am- Coffee /
Promiseland

NOVEMBER
MESSENGER
DEADLINE

1pm- LWR Quilting Do
Day, FH

4:30-6pm- Meal
5:30pm- MS Youth Group /
Whirl Wed.
6:30pm- Worship
7:30pm- Confirmation / HS
Youth Group / Choir

4:30-6pm- Meal
4:45pm- M&O Board
5:30pm- MS Youth Group /
Whirl Wed.
6:30pm- Worship
7:30pm- Confirmation / HS
Youth Group / Choir

9am— Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6:30pm- Good Grief
Group, Shalom

4:30-6pm- Meal
5:30pm- MS Youth Group /
Whirl Wed.
6:30pm- Worship, 2-3 gr
Bibles
7:30pm- Confirmation / HS
Youth Group / Choir

9am -Women’s Bible Study,
10am – Martha Circle,
Shalom
10:30am- Good Sam
communion
1:30pm- Rachel Circle,
Shalom
1:30pm- Sarah Circle Lounge

4:30-6pm- Meal
5:30pm- MS Youth Group /
Whirl Wed.
6:30pm- Worship, 2-3 gr
Bibles
7:30pm- Confirmation,
Rehearsal, dessert / HS Youth
Group / Choir

9am— Women’s Bible
Study, Lounge
6:30pm- Good Grief
Group, Shalom

1 pm- Ordination
Service for Matt
Polsdofer, Sanctuary

31REFORMATION SUNDAY
9:15am- Worship,
Communion
10:15am- Coffee /
Promiseland
2pm- Confirmation service
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Wednesday
Meals

Free community meals served each week
4:30-6pm in the fellowship hall. Eat in the dining
room with others or stop by for takeout. In need
of delivery? Sign up available by calling the
office by Tuesday noon (585-3152) or thru signup link at immanuelfamily.com.
Happy Fall!
Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist

October Menu:

Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20

Baked ham, mashed potatoes, peas, chocolate pudding
Goulash, corn, lettuce salad, cake
Chicken noodle hotdish, green beans, banana pudding

Oct. 27

Maid rites, baked beans, chips, brownies

Worship on the Radio
Immanuel’s worship is played over KIOW 107.3FM air
waves and on the web each Sunday morning at 11:00am.
Thank you for our faithful listeners and broadcast
sponsors! Some sponsorships are given year after year
during special dates for remembering someone, sone
sponsorships are a one timer. Cost is $100.) If you are
interested in getting signed up for a Sunday broadcast,
check out these open dates:
Oct. 3, 10, 24

Nov. 7, 28

Dec. 12, 24, 26

Call or email the office to reserve a date (585-3152,
jaci@immanuelfamily.com).

LWR PACKING DAY – October 8
Lutheran World Relief items—Quilts, Blankets, Soap, Backpack School Kits, and Personal Care Kits--will be gathered, boxed up, weighed,
labeled, and hauled off to a distribution site for shipment to those in need. Come help in this quick process at Immanuel on Friday, October
8th at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Donations of blankets and soap can be brought into church anytime up until that morning. Thank you to everyone who has helped LWR in any
way! God’s work. Our ‘Lutheran’ hands.

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
TELEPHONE
641-585-3152

MISSION STATEMENT
Building community in the
Name and likeness of
Jesus Christ.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays – 9:15am
In Person & Livestream
Wednesdays 6:30pm

OFFICE SUMMER HOURS
M-F 8am – 5pm

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed 		
ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com

Website:
Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist
www.immanuelfamily.com 			
dawncraig1211@gmail.com 			
Facebook pages:
Ann Hunhuff-Youth Ministry
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library
ann@immanuelfamily.com
Staff:						
Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor			
pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com			
home: 641-581-2150				
President: Daryl Krieger
Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor
Vice-President: Dave Melby
zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
parsonage home: 641-585-3501
Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke
Mike Oleson-Property Manager
Secretary: Linda Ferjak
mike@immanuelfamily.com
Kim Severson-Finance			 Representatives: Nic Determann, Marcy
Hanson, Linda Holland, Heather Johnson,
kim@immanuelfamily.com
Joyce Kasper, Melanie Westerberg, Chad
Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant		Kozitza
jaci@immanuelfamily.com		

