
THE MESSENGER
The monthly newsletter for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Forest City, Iowa - September 2018

Schedule:
9:15am Worship
10:15am Hot Brunch (will be provided)
10:30am Local & Global Service Projects:
Packing Lutheran World Relief School Backpacks
Packing LWR Personal Care Kits
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Community Outreach
Waldorf International Students gift
Quilting
…and more!

‘Fill the grocery cart’ day. Items to bring:

Laundry detergent, Toilet paper, Shampoo

Garden produce welcome

Clorox wipes & Kleenex boxes for FC Elementary School

You work every day to make your community a better place.

Let us work together on September 9th as an opportunity 
to celebrate who we are as the ELCA – one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor!

Wear your yellow t-shirt (if you have one) and join in with a 
willing heart to serve.

Rally Wednesday 
~ September 5

A ‘kick-off’ evening of 
programming, choirs, 
and activities for all 

ages
ESCAPE ROOMS 

throughoutt the building 
to get us off a stranded 

island!
    Learn about how “JESUS 
     RESCUES” and why “THIS     
                CHANGES EVERYTHING”

Evening Schedule:
4:45-6:45 Wednesday Meal - menu: baked ham, 

roasted potatoes, green beans cherry crisp
5:30-6:25 Promiseland Family Activities – ESCAPE 

ROOMS
5:30 Bell Choir—anyone interested may come to the 

upper level large group room
6:30 WORSHIP

7:30 Adult Choir—anyone (high school & up) interested 
in singing may come to the fireside room

7:30 High School Youth Ministry begins – meet in the 
youth room

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday ~ September 9
An intergenerational day of service
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 The Vital Agers will have their Annual Indoor Picnic 
on Tuesday, September 11 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. There is no charge for the meal, but we ask that you 
sign up on the list on the bulletin board outside the office.
 After enjoying a meal of maid rites, chips, beans, 
watermelon and sherbet, Sue Anne Stoemmer from the 
Elderbridge Agency will present a program. Sue Anne will 
be informing us of their available services. She works for 
the Iowa Department on Aging serving 29 counties.
 Plan on joining us for a day of fellowship, food, and 
fun. We will have some extra food if you decide to join us at 
the last minute ~ you are still welcome!

Annual Indoor Picnic

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    

Index



Overeaters Anonymous

If you are interested, the organization is called Overeaters 
Anonymous, and the group meets on Mondays from 

4:30-6:00 p.m. The location is in Room 101 at the Waldorf 
Library.

Any questions may be directed to Scott Bertelsen at 
641-590-7583. 

Bible Camp – It’s not just for summer!
September is the end of Immanuel’s quarterly mission emphasis of Bible Camps. We are members of Riverside Lutheran Bible 
Camp, Story City, and Ingham/Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps.
With this extra awareness and financial gifts for the Camps, we hope this provides something towards the everyday needs 
beyond camper’s registrations to run a Camp and provide year-long opportunities for all ages. 
Scheduled camp events happening this fall include:
 Riverside:   Fall Recharges – weekends for a variety of ages
    Golf Outing
    Women’s Retreat
 Ingham/Okoboji: Women’s Day Away
    Fall Crafting Retreat
    Fall Elderversity
    Fall Recharges – weekends for a variety of ages
(See complete list of scheduled events and registrations on the Camp websites: www.okoboji.org and www.riversideLBC.org.
NOISY OFFERINGS for Bible Camps will be during worship Sunday, Sept. 23 and Wednesday, Sept. 26.
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Baptisms
Aug. 19 Alexander Michael Austin and Aiden James Austin, 
sons of Dan & Jennifer (Brue) Austin

Prayers
Jodene & Gary Bartleson, Rick Brock, Terrel & Tammy Brock 
and family in the loss of step-father, Milton Monson Jr. of For-
est City

Roxie & Kent Krominga and family in the loss of Roxie’s son, 
Marcus Curry of Forest City

Eleanor Sheldahl and family in the loss of husband, Gary 
Sheldahl of Forest City

Carmen Hauge and family in the loss of father-in-law, Arnold 
Hauge of Fertile

Family of Dennis Hanson of East Moline, IL

Family and friends of Shannon Torkelson of Forest City

Ralph Westerberg, family and friends, in the loss of wife, Ruth 
Westerberg of Leland

Blessings & Prayers
Camp Greentree – Saturday, Sept. 22, 9am-4pm, 
Camp Tanglefoot, Clear Lake. Camp Greentree is 

a free day camp for children, ages 7-14, who have 
experienced the death of a family member or friend. 
Children will be educated on normal feelings of grief 
and learn ways to cope with the changes following a 
death. Registration is required prior to participating 

in the camp and submitted by Sept. 17. For more 
information or registration materials, visit www.

hospicenorthiowa.com or call 800-297-4719.
Understanding Grief & Loss Group – a 6 week 
program for adults grieving a death. Free but 

registration is required prior to 1st session. Six 
consecutive Thursday evenings, Sept. 6-Oct. 11 in 
Mason City at Hospice of North Iowa conference 
room, 232 2nd St. SE. Call 800-297-4719 to pre-

register.

Hospice of North Iowa Grief Support 
for all ages!

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    • Confirmation has begun with an Orientation for 
students and parents in grades 6-9 on August 29. If your 
student didn’t get in on this Orientation, let the church 
office know that they will be attending Confirmation.
Class time will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 12.
 Schedule:
 5:30-6:25 p.m. - 6th & 7th Grades meet together in  
 the Shalom Room and then up to Worship at 6:30  
 p.m.

 7:30-8:30 p.m. - 8th & 9th grades meet together at  
 Fellowship Hall following Worship

 7:30-8:30 p.m. - 10th grade will also be gathering  
 together on Sept. 12 and start their final preparation  
 together for affirming their faith on Oct. 28

Confirmation



Each year in July your Immanuel staff walks 
through a process of evaluation looking back at 
the previous year to evaluate if and how well each staff member 
met their work related goals. During that process each staff mem-
ber in cooperation with their supervisor sets new goals that will 
guide their work for the coming year. During this process this year 
I began to wonder what the Bible says about goal setting. I share 
the following with you in hope that you might take up the worth-
while practice of setting faith-based goals each year that will help 
you grow in faithfulness. The Word of God supports this activity.

It seems to me that the Bible offers a balanced approach to setting 
goals that includes making plans yet doing so with wisdom and 
humility. Jesus’ illustration of building a tower in Luke 14:28 is a 
story that encourages potential followers to first evaluate the cost 
of following Him. He implies that it is a good thing to have set 
goals. Also, in Proverbs 6 God’s word seems to suggest that it is 
God’s desire that we be encouraged to live with positive motiva-
tion and with goals in mind. Proverbs 6:6-11 says “Go to the ant, 
O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without having any 
chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gath-
ers her food in harvest. How long will you lie there, O sluggard? 
When will you arise from your sleep? ….  Summer is the prepara-
tion time for winter, and we dare not wile it away.” 

Failure to plan ahead will result in “poverty” and “want.” In Prov-
erbs 21:5 we read: “The plans of the diligent lead to profit. From 
this perspective the word of God and the desire of God seems to 
encourage goal setting. 

On the other hand, the Bible also seems to say that just because 
we’ve done our planning doesn’t guarantee our goals will be met. 
The process of setting goals must be infused with humility. James 
4:13-14 teaches, “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes”. 
 
The Bible teaches against the two extremes of, 1) never setting 
goals and setting goals and 2) setting goals with no thought of 
God. It is good to make plans as long as we leave room for God to 
change our plans. God’s goals take precedence over our own. A 
balanced approach is taught in James 4:15: “Instead you ought to 
say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’”  
 
Proverbs 16:9 says, “In his heart a person plans his course, but the 
LORD determines his steps.” In other words, we have our ideas and 
set our goals, but God will ultimately accomplish His sovereign 
desires. What would it take for you to set five or six personal goals 

to motivate yourself in work, faith, and in life? If your willing, set 
your goals and as a friend if you can share your goals with them 
and invite that friend to ask you from time to time how you are 
progressing on accomplishing your goals. As you set your goals 
leave room for the unexpected and strive to love God’s will more 
than our own? 
 
Ultimately Jesus teaches us that the outcome behind any goal or 
ambition we have should be to, “Seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness” and when we do that Jesus promises that 
all the things we need will be given to us as well. When our plans 
focus on Jesus and honor Him, He will see to it that the best re-
sults, the eternal results, are ours.

Happy Goal Setting,
Pastor Rod

Fall is that time of year when we hear and say the words 
“back to” quite a lot. People ask kids, “are you ready to go 
back to school? Parents remind children that it’s time to go 
back to Sunday School and the routine of regular worship. 
We’re back to school; back to Sunday School; back to sports 
and music practice; back to an earlier bed time; back to; 
back to; back to! 

Getting “back to” things is part of Fall and it’s part of life. 
Throughout life we get back to work and back to business. 
It’s about starting over and starting again. The good news is 
that we belong to a “back to” God. In John 20 the disciples 
have been to the tomb where Jesus body had been laid after 
his crucifixion, but now the tomb was empty. Verse 10 tells 
us, “the disciples went “back to” their homes.” Mary howev-
er stayed at the tomb, look, expecting, hoping to find Jesus 
body. Instead Jesus came “back to” Mary; he called her by 
name and she worshipped him. Jesus came “back to” life; 
“back to Mary; “back to” the world.

Jesus is a “back to” savior. He comes back again and again, 
inviting us to follow him and when we stray, to come back 
to him. We are invited by Jesus to come back to our baptism 
every day. Jesus forgives our sins daily and that forgiveness 
helps us get “back to” the ways of God that we are called to 
live. To get “back to” something is good. It means that we’ve 
left something behind that is worth getting back to and we 
know that Jesus is always worth going “back to”. Peter said 
to Jesus, “Lord to who shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life!” Peter knew Jesus was worth following and 
going back to, so listen for Jesus voice calling you to come 
back, and we hope to see you all in worship and Sunday 
school.

Crossed in Christ,

Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod
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Immanuel Kids
Back to...........

Faithful and Faith-
filled Goal Setting



Income
Regular Offerings & Envelopes

Other Income

Total Income

Expense

Staff Support

Administration

Ministry Areas

Loan re-payment/contingency 

Total Expenses

Income Less Expensive

July
Acutal 2018

Monthly 
Budget

July
Acutal 2017

Annual 
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Percent of 
YTD Budget

YTD
Actual 2017t

$48,069.88

$15,014.80

$63,084.68

$17,487.80

$28,507.83

$5,814.58

$0.00

$51,810.21

$11,274.47 

$ 41,671.00

$5,781.50

$47,452.50

$ 9,708.25

$28,985.50

$9,079.58

$0.00

$47,773.33

-$320.83

$263,106.96

$61,690.30

$324,797.26

$85,496.75

$201,242.70

$62,017.39

-$5,000.00

$343,756.84

($18,959.58 )

$500,052.00

$69,378.00

$569,430.00

$116,499.00

$347,826.00

$108,955.00

$0.00

$573,280.00

-$3,850.00

52.6%

88.9%

57.0%

73.4%

57.9%

56.9%

0.0%

60.0%

$37,438.69

$6,351.58

$43,790.27

$3,756.13

$29,956.91

$5,244.82

$0.00

$38,957.86

$$4,832.41 

$267,703.81

$35,274.63

$302,978.44

$47,335.68

$212,271.15

$  48,662.49 

$0.00

$308,269.32

($5,290.88)

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY July 2018

New Year! New Opportunities
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—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

Do you like music-making that is fun and collaborative?  The Bell Choir at Immanuel is starting up again and 
is a great group to join.  They are actively seeking new members, no prior experience necessary!  Ruth Melby 
will be directing the group, which will have its first practice Wednesday evening, Sept. 5th from 5:30-6:30 in 
the southwest classroom on the main floor.  GREAT NEWS-- the southwest classroom (large group room) is 

now the Handbell Choir’s permanent designated room, so no more lugging bells and tables in and out every rehearsal!  
So it will be easier and more fun than ever to play bells at Immanuel!!  Just come to the first rehearsal, or call Ruth 

Melby at 641-590-2027.

RING THOSE BELLS!
—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

I can’t believe that we are already back to Fall, it seems like just yesterday we were wrapping up the year 
and now here we are again at the beginning. And with a new beginning comes new opportunities as we begin the 
year.

First, Confirmation. This year we will be having three different groups of students. The 10th Graders will be 
meeting together in preparation for the day they will affirm their faith. The 8th and 9th Graders will be together again 
this year, walking through some learning time as a large group, meeting with mentors, and working on a service 
project for the year.  And finally we have a new addition to the group, as the 6th and 7th graders will be together in 
a new 6 night format. There will be large group nights focusing on the Alpha series, small group nights, fun nights which will be 
similar to what Middle School Youth Group was, service nights which will give them an opportunity to serve on a regular basis, 
Family nights where as a family they will walk through the Small Catechism, and a built in off night because those always seem to 
come up in the schedule.  It is a new opportunity to share and learn what it means Lutheran with our Confirmation students and 
their families.

Second, Service. I am looking forward to working with all of you during God’s Work our Hands.  I hope you will join us 
on September 9th as there are many fun opportunities to put our Mission statement here at Immanuel into practice and build 
community in the name and likeness of Jesus.

Third, Rally Day. Not only will part of our Rally be on God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, but the Wednesday before, September 
5th, we welcome back our Wednesday night group and Promiseland Students.  This year I hope you will attend as the activity is for 
all ages.  We will be having escape rooms throughout the building as we try to get off of an island that we are stranded on and learn 
about how “Jesus Rescues” and why “This Changes Everything”. 

September will be a wonderful time to come together again as Immanuel Family, and I am excited for all the opportunities 
that we have once again. I am looking forward to joining you on the ongoing journey once again!

See you in worship!
 Pastor Zech Anderson



Children’s Education
Krista Hopp

 The Board of Education met on Tuesday, August 14, 
at 4:30 p.m. Members present were Pastor Zech, Tasha Ban-
ta, Emily Beenken, Tori Eastvold, Krista Hopp, Tammy Krieg-
er, and Alice Lewellen.
 The meeting began with a review of the Salad Lun-
cheon fundraiser that took place during Puckerbrush week. 
We were very happy and thankful for all the salad donations. 
We had a lower attendance this year than some previous 
years, but it was still a good fundraiser for our VBS program.
 Classrooms will continue to be organized as the 
Promiseland year approaches. As a board, we have cleaned 
out and cleaned up the education wing classrooms and large 
group rooms in preparation for this coming year. We are also 
planning on re-stocking the classrooms with needed supplies 
that we currently have already at church.
 Promiseland teacher training will be Wednesday, Au-
gust 29, at 6:30. We are still in need of some Wednesday and 
Sunday teachers, so please contact us if you are at all inter-
ested!
 Rally Wednesday was the last item discussed. We 
are working toward a theme and activities for that night which 
is Wednesday, September 5. We will begin that evening at 
5:30 with Promiseland activities, and worship will be held from 
6:30-7:15.
 Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Septem-
ber 11, at 4:30.

Parish Life
Melanie Westerberg

We held our BPL meeting on Tues. Aug. 7th at 5:00.
We had three main items on our agenda:
	 The	first	being	the	Waldorf	block	party	to	be	held	on	
Aug. 30th from 5:30-7:00. We will be grilling hamburgers and 
hot dogs with Randy Broesder in charge of the grilling. We 
will provide baked beans and lemonade and are asking for 
donations of bars, chips, and watermelon this year, as well as 
servers to help out with the event.
 We also discussed the need to continue having greet-
ers and are working on that schedule for fall. Please consider-
helping occasionally to help make our church feel welcoming 
to our visitors!
 Lastly, Joan Beebe has agreed to be our chairman 
and has also worked on the communion server schedule.
We will meet again on Sept. 4th!

Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

 July: Mission and Outreach Board met on Wednes-
day, July 11 at 5:00. Board members present:  Becky Stumme, 
Amy Thorson and Sharen Rieffer.  Sharen provided devotions 
before the meeting.
 So far our annual goal of $5,000 for our missionaries, 
Colin & Jeni Grangaard, has not been reached. We are near 
$3,000 so that leaves $2,000 to be raised before the end of 
the year.
 This quarter’s (July-Aug.-Sept.) emphasis is towards 
the Bible Camps of Riverside and Okoboji. So far, we have 
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$55 and would like to have a special offering during coffee 
hour on Sunday, August 26. A noisy offering was discussed 
for this cause also and September 23 and 26 was suggested.
 August: Mission and Outreach Board met on Wednes-
day, August 8 at 5:00 in the Lounge. Members present were: 
Jaci Thorson, Becky Stumme, Ken Korth, Larry and Sharen 
Rieffer. Devotions were given by Larry.
 The board discussed how the Bible Camp emphasis 
for this quarter was coming along. So far the amount raised 
for our Bible camps is $523. The board will be hosting the 
August 26 Coffee hour with any free will offering going to the 
camps. We will also have a “Noisy Offering” for Bible Camps 
during worship on September 23 & 26.
 We discussed the local school’s need for Clorox 
wipes, Kleenex boxes, underwear, and socks. We also dis-
cussed the LWR backpacks and items needed and the per-
sonal care kits which need nail clippers, toothbrush, bars of 
soap, dark bath towels and study wide tooth combs. These 
kits will be packed Sunday morning, Sept. 9 during God’s 
Work. Our Hands.

 We considered what cause(s) would be our emphasis 
for next quarter. One possibility would be a “Spread the Word” 
campaign with organizations outside of Immanuel. Some op-
tions are our Global Missionaries, Waldorf Campus Ministry 
and the Gideon’s.
 We also started to look at next year’s projects and 
goals. There will be further discussion at our future meetings

Trustees
Kathy McEnelly
The Board of Trustees met on July 12, 2018. In June, we ex-
perienced a loss of -$8,918.80. Our year-to-date loss after 
six months is $30,234.05. The Board received a request from 
Cynthia Ryder for endowments to help with seminary (sum-
mer Greek course). The Board will take the request as a mo-
tion to Council. Flood damage to the parsonage in late June 
was discussed and plans on how to proceed with repairs and 
insurance claim.

 The Board of Trustees met on August 9, 2018. In July, 
we ended the month with a positive bottom line of $11,274.47. 
The year-to-date loss after seven months is -$18,959.56. The 
fifth	Sunday	in	July	helped	with	offerings	and	we	feel	that	we	
had some response to the plea to the congregation for help.

 In property news, the water damage at the parsonage 
was discussed. The insurance check was for $7,082. We will 
replace	all	flooring	and	all	trim	in	the	basement	of	the	parson-
age. The front sidewalk concrete needs to be replaced yet this 
summer/fall. The Board is discussing a security camera.

Parish Council 
Kathy McEnelly
 The ILC Council met on July 16, 2018 with the fol-
lowing members present: Cynthia Ryder, Ken Hansen, Kathy 
McEnelly, Quincey Benson, Joan Beebe, Heather Johnson, 
Amy Thorson, Kathy Leuwerke, Ellen Olson and Pastor Hopp.
	 Current	 financial	 situation	 was	 discussed;	 we	 are	
-$35,000. Kathy will address the congregation two Sundays 
and letters will go out with the quarterly statements.
	 The	parsonage	incurred	flood	damage	in	late	June.	

 Drywall and flooring were affected, and an insur-

Board notes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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 Krista Hopp & Tasha Banta

Promiseland families, we 
hope you all have had a wonder-
ful summer spending time with 
your families and friends! I pray 
the presence of Jesus was ap-
parent in the abundant sunshine 
and rain and that you found time 
to praise Him in the busyness of 
life! 
 We are coming up on the start of our 2018-2019 
Promiseland year and there is a lot to look forward to! 
 If you have not registered your children, please 
visit https://sundayschool.sparkhouseonline.org/ . You may 
register for Sunday, Wednesday, or both! And if you know 
anyone who is looking for a church family, or a church pro-
gram for their kids, please let them know they are welcome, 
too!
 Our first day of Promiseland is open to all Wednes-
day and Sunday families. We hope you can join us for Rally 
Wednesday on September 5th!  We will be carrying the 
Theme of “Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus!” over from 
this summer’s VBS program. There will be a meal starting at 
4:45, some music lead by the children, a Shipwrecked event 
for all ages and a tasty Island treat! We will end the evening 
with a short worship service to kick of the year. We are look-
ing forward to this event and hope to see you all there! Chil-
dren in attendance will receive their classroom assignment 
postcards. If you are unable to attend, your child’s postcard 
will be mailed out. Classes begin Sunday, September 9th and 
Wednesday, September 12th. 
 Teachers – Thank you to those who have signed 
up and are willing to help teach this year! We can’t have 
Promiseland without people to lead our classrooms. We are 
still in need of a handful of people to fill these spots. If you 
are feeling called to help out, please contact Krista Hopp or 
Tasha Banta at childrensed@immanuelfamily.com and we 
can get you signed up! You don’t have to commit to teach-
ing every week. Many of our Wednesday teachers share a 
classroom with another adult and split the commitment in 
whatever way works for them as a team. 
 There will also be a New Parent’s meeting prior to 
the start of Promiseland on Wednesday, September 12 at 
5:45pm or Sunday, September 16 at 10:30am and will be 
held in the Lounge.
 We are making a small change to the Wednesday 
Promiseland schedule – please make note of this! Prom-
iseland will now begin at 5:30 PM and will end at 6:25pm 
in order to give families time to join us in worship at 6:30. 
Promiseland will start with all kids singing together in the 
Fireside Room next to the Sanctuary! We are hoping this will 
be energetic, fun-filled time for the kids to spend together 

  Promiseland

 Busy-this is how most of you reading this feel or probably 
have felt recently. It is also what the fall feels like around church. 
Busy getting things prepped for the year to come whether clean-
ing, preparing curriculum or sermons, along with a ton of other 
events. I recently listened to a podcast where they discussed being 
busy. There is a quote from the podcast of “The Minimalist” and 
one from the movie Shawshank Redemption that stood out to me:
Shawshank- “I guess it comes down to a simple choice, really. Get 
busy living or get busy dying.”
The Minimalist-“It’s not enough to be busy, but the question is 
what are you busy about?”

 It seems to me that we are going to be busy either by our 
choice or someone else’s. Are we going to get busy living or get 
busy dying? I also interpret that as are we going to get busy with 
work that is life giving and eternal or with work that is temporary 
and takes away our energy from what is important. As they said in 
The Minimalist podcast “the calendar is king.” What are the prior-
ities that you and your family have created? Our calendars display 
our priorities, they may not be what we want or say our priorities 
are but they show what really is important to us. As we journey 
along in our faith together Matthew 6:33 sticks out to me with our 
schedules and hectic lives: “But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Let us 
seek first the kingdom of God together and those things that are 
life giving. What are you busy about? 

MS Youth:
Along with the start of school means the start of football! With 
that it also means that the 5th quarters will begin. Immanuel over-
sees the Friday, September 21st 4th quarter. The 6th grade parents 
oversee helping chaperone the event and provide snacks for the 
youth that night. We ask that you bring 2 dozen bars/cookies and 
come to the YMCA with 5 minutes left in the 5th quarter. We also 
invite others in the congregation to help participate with either 
chaperoning or providing snacks. This is an awesome ministry for 
our middle schoolers! 

Youth Ministry
By Matt Polsdofer

Busy, Busy, Busy

and will give us an opportunity to share any announcements 
for upcoming events.
 The Board of Education spent some time this 
summer cleaning up and refreshing our classrooms We are 
grateful for the time and energy they spent on this project 
and hope it helps give a warm and welcoming feeling to the 
children, families and teachers of the Promiseland program!
 We are looking forward to the upcoming year! Kris-
ta and I are committed to the growing faith of your children, 
and want to provide all of the support we can to our teach-
ers and students. If you have any questions, concerns or 
comments, please contact us by phone or email or you can 
use the comments box outside our office. 
God’s blessings to all in the upcoming School year!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
HS Youth: 
I am excited for our high school youth ministry to begin on Wednesday, September 5th. This is after our Wednesday 
worship at 7:30pm in the youth room. This is open to ALL high school youth 9th-12th graders. If you have any questions 
please let me know. 

Peer Ministry Leadership Training with Lyle Griner:
We have scheduled peer ministry leadership training with Lyle Griner on Saturday, October 20th. This is REQUIRED for 8th-10th graders and 
strongly encouraged for our 11th & 12th graders. The reason we decided to do this training is because it will help our youth and adult leaders 
involved become empowered leaders in our community, schools, and congregation. It will be an awesome day for all of us to learn more 
about peer ministry and ministry we’ve already been doing. To find out more information go to: https://peerministry.org/high-school/high-
school/. Thanks! Matt Polsdofer

 

                                      
 
 

Fall is here and we are hi-lighting a couple of our many 
Biographies on the shelves of your library.   (Descriptions 
below are taken from Amazon) 

 BIOGRAPHIES   
Divine Collison: 

An African Boy, an American Lawyer, and Their 
Remarkable Battle for Freedom 

By Jim Gash   
Divine Collision is a captivating book! Jesus calls us 
to visit the prisoner, proclaim justice for the 
oppressed, and set the captive free. Too often 
we've forgotten that He really meant it. Jim Gash 
didn't forget, and his book reminds us this is Jesus' 
calingl for us too.      

Miracles from Heaven: 
A Little Girl and Her Amazing Story of Healing 

By Christy Wilson Beam 
 The story of Annabel Beam who spent most of her 
childhood with a rare and incurable digestive 
disorder. One day she fell three stories headfirst into 
an old, hollowed-out tree. Implausibly, she survived 
without a scratch. While unconscious inside the 
tree, with rescue workers struggling to get to her, 
she visited heaven and was healed. Now on DVD 
with the same name which can also be found in the 
library. 

STORY HOUR 
Story Hour 2018 was a celebration of God’s love with a 
total 142 children participating in the four weeks.  Many 
adults are committed to these children and help with 
Story Hour year after year for many or all of the four 
Fridays.  These willing volunteers include Kari 
Wooldridge, Melanie Espeland, Joan Langerud, Joan 
Beebe, Leah Boyd, Suzie Falck-Yi, Diane Lovick, Maddie 

Benson, Joyce Kasper, Sonja Johnson, Marci Hanson, Bev 
Retland and Jody Wooge.  Other volunteers who helped 
with reading to the children were Allison Moore, Pott 
Van Auken, Dona Paulson.  Thank you to A&W and Bill’s 
Family Foods along with Kari Wooldridge and Jody 
Wooge (who brought homemade muffins) for providing 
the weekly snacks.   

 

The children prayed, played, sang, checked out books 
and movies, danced, played drums, heard stories, 
received gifts, and shared their faith too!   

 
Each week they heard the great news that GOD LOVES 
YOU and ME and that YOU ARE ALL WINNERS because 
JESUS HAS WON the VICTORY for each one of us!  Praise 
and Thanks to God for Story Hour 2018. 

 
The Immanuel Library Committee 

Kari Wooldridge, Suzie Falck-Yi, Diane Lovick, Joyce 
Kasper, Leah Boyd, Bev Retland, Beth Howd, Carolynn 
Korth, Sonja Johnson, and Marci Hanson 

September  
 
 Library 

News 
 

 

                                      
 
 

Fall is here and we are hi-lighting a couple of our many 
Biographies on the shelves of your library.   (Descriptions 
below are taken from Amazon) 

 BIOGRAPHIES   
Divine Collison: 

An African Boy, an American Lawyer, and Their 
Remarkable Battle for Freedom 

By Jim Gash   
Divine Collision is a captivating book! Jesus calls us 
to visit the prisoner, proclaim justice for the 
oppressed, and set the captive free. Too often 
we've forgotten that He really meant it. Jim Gash 
didn't forget, and his book reminds us this is Jesus' 
calingl for us too.      

Miracles from Heaven: 
A Little Girl and Her Amazing Story of Healing 

By Christy Wilson Beam 
 The story of Annabel Beam who spent most of her 
childhood with a rare and incurable digestive 
disorder. One day she fell three stories headfirst into 
an old, hollowed-out tree. Implausibly, she survived 
without a scratch. While unconscious inside the 
tree, with rescue workers struggling to get to her, 
she visited heaven and was healed. Now on DVD 
with the same name which can also be found in the 
library. 

STORY HOUR 
Story Hour 2018 was a celebration of God’s love with a 
total 142 children participating in the four weeks.  Many 
adults are committed to these children and help with 
Story Hour year after year for many or all of the four 
Fridays.  These willing volunteers include Kari 
Wooldridge, Melanie Espeland, Joan Langerud, Joan 
Beebe, Leah Boyd, Suzie Falck-Yi, Diane Lovick, Maddie 

Benson, Joyce Kasper, Sonja Johnson, Marci Hanson, Bev 
Retland and Jody Wooge.  Other volunteers who helped 
with reading to the children were Allison Moore, Pott 
Van Auken, Dona Paulson.  Thank you to A&W and Bill’s 
Family Foods along with Kari Wooldridge and Jody 
Wooge (who brought homemade muffins) for providing 
the weekly snacks.   

 

The children prayed, played, sang, checked out books 
and movies, danced, played drums, heard stories, 
received gifts, and shared their faith too!   

 
Each week they heard the great news that GOD LOVES 
YOU and ME and that YOU ARE ALL WINNERS because 
JESUS HAS WON the VICTORY for each one of us!  Praise 
and Thanks to God for Story Hour 2018. 

 
The Immanuel Library Committee 

Kari Wooldridge, Suzie Falck-Yi, Diane Lovick, Joyce 
Kasper, Leah Boyd, Bev Retland, Beth Howd, Carolynn 
Korth, Sonja Johnson, and Marci Hanson 

September  
 
 Library 

News 
 

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

All are welcome each Wednesday for 
a tasty, homecooked meal as well as 

fellowship time!

Volunteers welcome & needed to help 
with serving and clean up. Stop by the 

kitchen and let Dawn know you are 
interested.

Served 4:45-6:45pm in the Fellowship Hall (free or freewill)

Wednesday’s
September

Menus

Sept. 5   baked ham, roasted potatoes, 

   green beans, cherry crisp

Sept. 12                             Taco bar, chocolate pudding dessert

Sept. 19   baked BBQ loin chops, cheesy

   hashbrowns, peas, Jello salad

Sept. 26   baked chicken, potatoes,

   carrots, cake

This summer Immanuel received a generous donation of over 270 pounds of pork loins from Iowa Select Farms for 
its Wednesday night meal program. Cindi Lehmann and Dawn Craig met with a representative from Iowa Select 
Farms to receive the gift.
If you are interested in contributing to this program, contact Cindi or Dawn at the church.
Thank you to all for the help and kindness shown to me this summer since I began cooking and cleaning at 
Immanuel. And a special thank you to Kathy McEnelly and Mike Oleson for their help in training with me in the 
church kitchen! The staff and the members of the church are all so wonderful!
God bless you all,
Dawn Craig - Hospitality Specialist

2018 Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

September 2018 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  
 

2 
9:15 - Worship 
10:15 - Coffee 
Fellowship, FH 

3 
Labor Day – 
Church Closed 

4 
2pm - Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm - Parish Life Board, 
Lounge 

 

5 RALLY WEDNESDAY 
4:45-6:45pm -Supper, FH 
5:30pm-Promiseland 
5:30pm-Bell Choir 
6:30pm-Worship 
7:30pm- Adult Choir 
7:30pm- HS Youth Ministry 

6 
8:30am - Women’s 
Bible Study, Lounge 
 

 

7 8 

9 GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
9:15 - Worship 
10:15am - Brunch, FH 
?? Intergenerational Mission 
Projects 
10:30 – Promiseland 
New Parents’ meeting, 
Lounge 

10 
 

11 
11:30am- Vital Agers’ Indoor 
Picnic, FH 
2pm - Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
4:30pm- Education Board, 
Kitchenette 

 

12 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper 
5pm-Mission & Outreach Bd 
5:30pm-Promiseland / 6-7 
Confirmation / Bell Choir 
5:45pm- Promiseland New 
Parents’ Mtg, Lounge 
6:30pm - Worship 
7:30pm- 8-9 Confirmation / 
HS Youth / Adult Choir 

 

13 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 
 

 

14 
 

15 

16 
9:15 - Worship 
10:15 - Coffee 
Fellowship 

17 
Western Iowa Synod 
Fall Convo, Griswold 
2-4pm – Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, 
Shalom 

18  
Western Iowa Synod 
Fall Convo, Griswold 
2-4pm - Intercessor 
Prayer Group, Prayer 
Room 
2:30pm – Forest 
Plaza Communion 
Service 

19  
Western Iowa Synod 
Fall Convo, Griswold 
4:45-6:45pm - Supper 
5:30pm- Promiseland / 6-7 
Confirmation / Bell Choir 
6:30pm- Worship  
7:30pm - 8-9 Confirmation / 
HS Youth / Adult Choir 
 

20 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circe, 
Shalom 
10:30pm- Good Sam 
Communion service 
1:30pm-Sarah Circle, Lounge 
Dorcas Circle, Shalom, 
Rachel Circle, FH 
 

 

21 
OCTOBER MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 
After football, Immanuel 
hosts 5th Quarter @ YMCA 

22 
10-noon- Baby Shower, 
FH 

23 
9:15am- Worship, NOISY 
OFFERING FOR BIBLE 
CAMPS 
10:15am- Coffee 
Fellowship 

 

24  
 

25 
1pm - LWR Quilting Do Day, 
FH 

 

26 
4:45-6:45pm- Supper 
5:30pm- Promiseland / 6-7 
Confirmation / Bell Choir 
6:30pm-Worship, NOISY 
OFFERING FOR BIBLE CAMPS 
7:30pm - 8-9 Confirmation / HS 
Youth / Adult Choir 

27 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
6:30pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 

 

28 29 

2018 Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

30 
9:15 – Worship 
10:15 - Coffee 
Fellowship 

 

      

October 2018 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 
 

9 10 
 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 
 

17 18 19 20 

21 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 
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Greeting from Campus Ministry!! 
 As some of you may know, our community has been blessed by the continual growth and success of Campus 
Ministry at Waldorf University. 
 As another fall semester welcomes a new class of students into our family, I can’t wait to see how God will 
shapes us and I’m excited to experience more of what God has to teach us!  For our community, another semester 
means more opportunities to worship together at chapel each week. It means, more opportunities to wake up early 
on Saturday mornings to serve and spend time with our neighbors in the community. It means, more opportunities 
for late night discussions (and pizza!) about what God is up to in our lives and in the world. It means, many more opportunities to reconnect 
with our Creator; to, at the same time, be unraveled and embraced by His love.  
 Each semester, our peer ministers work hard to establish an identity on campus that renews curiosity about God. Thanks to our 
dedicated leadership team (check out the campus ministry bulletin board near kitchen), Waldorf University students now have the many 
opportunity to explore God’s grace and his role in our lives.  Each week students may choose to further their faith by attending any of the 
following events: 

Worship Opportunities:
Sunday Night Worship @ 8pm – Gatsby’s (Campus Center)..........Contemporary worship with our awesome band. Free food! Intense group  
           discussion!
Small Fire Tuesday’s @ 7pm – Gatsby’s.........................................Social justice themed small group discussion and bible study led by peer ` 
                          minister Asmita KC
Chapel Wednesday’s @ 10:30am – Recital Hall.............................Worship held during the day between classes
Night of Worship Thursday’s @ 7pm – (Gatsby’s).........................Take time to explore God as our worship team leads prayer
Night of Prayer Friday’s – Gatsby’s................................................We gather to appeal to heaven and expect God to show up
Volunteer Task Force Saturday’s....................................................Learning about ourselves as we serve our community. Led by peer minister  
                          Saheed O.
Waldorf Sunday.............................................................................Enhancing our perspective on faith by visiting a different area church each  
                                         Sunday

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have been highly supportive of campus ministry at Waldorf Univer-
sity and will ensure that our work continues to reflect the values and success of our church. I would also like to thank the families 
that sponsor the 3 scholarships for our student peer minister because your tangible support solidifies the call that they each were 
bold enough to accept. I challenge all those interested in supporting any of the 8 remaining peer ministers to consider doing so!!
 For information about upcoming campus ministry events or possible needs that our Volunteer Task Force may be able to 
assist with don’t hesitate to contact me!
 P.S. - If you are a young adult, or if you know of a young adult who is looking for a community of friends and a way to ex-
press faith while away from home, consider campus ministry. The campus ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica (ELCA) welcome everyone into their loving and accepting communities. Young adults experience unique spiritual, intellectual 
and emotional challenges. ELCA Campus Ministry seeks to strengthen and support them as they learn and grow.
You can use this referral tool (http://lumin-networkreferral.org/) to find a ministry near you. If you are looking for a school that is 
not listed, you will be directed to the nearest ELCA Lutheran church.
Peace, Antoine Cummins          Campus Ministry Coordinator        Like Fire LCM advisor 641-585-8729
—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

    
Come sing with us!

The Immanuel Choir is starting up Wednesday 
September 5th at 7:30 pm.  No audition is 

necessary, just come to rehearsal.  Be a part 
of this exciting music ministry!

For more information call Ben at 
515-720-1038

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$44)
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30   
Oct. 7, 14, 28
Nov. 11, 18
Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: 
(cost is $100)
Sept. 9, 16, 23, 30           
Oct. 7     
Nov. 25

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 
11am over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers & Broadcasts
Choir Invite
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Altar Guild
Sept. 2 ............................................................Marla Betz
Sept. 9 ................................................Jeanette Neuman
Sept. 16.........................................................Judy Utech
Sept. 23.......................................................Jean Yeager
Sept. 30.................................................Kathy Leuwerke
Assisting Ministers
Sept. 2 ......................................................Cynthia Ryder
Sept. 9 .......................................................Carolyn Price
Sept. 16........................................................Dave Melby
Sept. 23..........................................................Jim Cherry
Sept. 30......................................................Joan Hansen
Scripture Readers
Sept. 2 ...................................................Steve Olmstead
Sept. 9 ........................................................Joy Newcom
Sept. 16.......................................................Ken Hansen
Sept. 23........................................................Julie Damm
Sept. 30........................................................Bill Krahling
Communion Set Up
Sept. 2 .......................................................Joyce Kasper
Sept. 9 ..................................................Shirley Rollefson
Sept. 16.........................................................Ruth Melby
Sept. 23........................................................Barb Lovick
Sept. 30...................................................Sue Moklestad
Wednesdays...............................Bernie & Karen Kofron

Communion Servers
Sept.	2	.............................Jan	Buffington,	Cynthia	Ryder
Sept. 9 ................................Carolynn Korth, Julie Damm
Sept. 16...............................Joan Beebe, Kay Sorensen
Sept. 23..................Melanie Westerberg, Mary Kingland
Sept. 30.........................................................Leah Boyd,
Song Leaders
Sept. 2 ......................................................Elizabeth May  
Sept. 9 ............................................Mark & Joy Newcom
Sept. 16...........................Cindi Lehmann, Kathy Jerome
Sept. 23.............................Linda Ferjak, Scott Bertelson
Sept. 30.........................Audrey Olmstead, Jaci Thorson

Offering Counters
Kathryn Olson, Betty Olson, Betty Soderling,
Betty Nelson, Marj Anderson

Ushers
Jim Lund, Jim Bowman, Paul Jensen

Sound Techs
Bruce Mielke, Dave Midtgaard

Volunteer September 2018

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

ance claim was filed. The Board approved a request from Cynthia Ryder for endowment funds in the amount of $2,000 
to help with her summer Greek course as a part of her seminary education. Constitution review is taking place.

 The ILC council met on Aug 13, 2018 with the following members present: Kathy McEnelly, Quincey Benson, 
Alice Lewellen, Cynthia Ryder, Kathy Leuwerke, Amy Thorson, Steve Olmstead, Joan Beebe and Pastor Hopp and Pastor 
Anderson.  

 Council reviewed plans for God’s Work our Hands Sunday on September 9. The worship schedule for fall will 
remain at 9:15 am on Sundays and 6:30 pm on Wednesdays. The Thanksgiving meal was discussed.

 Council continues to review the Constitution, noting items to bring to the congregation at the annual meeting. 
Several Council members will be stepping down at the end of this year so we’ll begin recruiting.  

 Melanie and Jason Slater asked the Council to consider hosting a movie event that they’d like to bring to Forest 
City. The Council agreed to do so.

 Cynthia Ryder has started seminary classes and therefore is stepping down from the role of Treasurer on 
Council.  She will remain on Council, however.  Pastor Rod and Kathy McEnelly will sign checks until a new Treasurer is 
elected.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Marge Solberg
            The farmers of our country can raise enough food to feed a lot of the people of the world but getting it to 
those who need it is a problem. We often deal with governments who are not our friends; or we must form new 
trade agreements and the two parties cannot agree. Governments change, war breaks out, and sometimes food is 
left where the people can’t get to it. The real losers in food distribution are millions of humanity’s weakest. They’ve 
lived in the middle of war, brutality, famine, and destruction. The combination of these circumstances has led to large, 
moving masses of people, escaping death, searching for life. Starvation is part of every day, along with disease and 
hopelessness. Recently, Puerto Rico and Mexico, had hurricanes, flooding, with loss of life. India has homeless masses 
of displaced people because of major flooding. Many have left their country because of war, slavery, and famine. They 
escaped the original problem but now have no place of refuge. Many children are part of the wandering masses; some 
of them died or were abandoned. How many years will these children wander alone over the earth? Will they be prey 
to killing and warring gangs, always enslaved? Will they ever quit wandering; have a safe home? Will they ever have 
personal items which belong just to them? Will they ever know peace in their lifetime?
            Then there is you and me, living in Forest City in comfort, our children and grandchildren having educational 
opportunities in Forest City School and Waldorf Univ. We have a pool and a YMCA. Our schedules are full of lots to do; 
we can play games every day. We have a well-stocked grocery store; we eat until we are too full. We do not need or 
want. Do we still think about destruction and death around the world? Has our reaction dulled because we read and 
hear about it so often? Do we blame displaced masses of people for their fate?
            God sees and knows the condition of each person’s life. He sees the cruelty, greed, and war that harm vulnera-
ble people unfairly. And He knows that we are too distracted to notice where the hurting can be seen. I am reminded 
of the hymn in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (paraphrased): “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people 
cry. All who dwell in darkness, my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. I 
will tend the poor and lame; I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. I will give my life to them but, WHO WILL I 
SEND? We will answer, “Here I am, Lord.  It is I, Lord. I have heard You calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if You need 
me. I will hold your people in my heart!”
            I am proud to be Lutheran! On July 22, 2018, I read an article in the Des Moines Register, titled, “Private agency 
picks up government’s slack as court-ordered deadline nears.” to reunite children separated from their parents at the 
border with Mexico and sent across the country. As they returned from all parts of the US a staff member of Lutheran 
Social Services of the Southwest met the planes and went about putting parents and children at ease. The LSS repre-
sentative told them, “We don’t work for the government; we don’t work for Immigration. We are part of the church 
and we are here to help you.” LSS paid for all flights in reunifying families; paid for processing documents; gave food 
and water, paid the telephone calls to relatives; paid for flights to where they were going. LSS told them, “we aren’t 
going to ask you for anything; only that you arrive safely.” All expenses of reuniting families were paid by LSS. Children 
and parents were given quilts, Health packs, School bags, plus food and water by Lutherans all over the country – 
That’s YOU! He said, “Who will I send?” Quilts, Health Kits, School Bags were given to some of the millions of fleeing, 
wandering people in the world – You made those, and you went with those gifts! Continue to be a part of Immanuel 
WELCA to provide these gifts! When He asks, “Who will I send?” He will hear you answer     “HERE AM I … SEND ME!” 

“HERE AM I ... SEND   ME”

Dates to remember:
Thursday, Sept. 13, 10am                                  Circle Bible Study Leaders w/Barb Johnson, Lounge
Monday, Sept. 17, 2-4pm                       Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom
Tuesday, Sept. 25, 1pm                                     LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall
September Coffee Fellowship                                       Do Day Service Group
September Laundry                                           Carolynn Korth

September Circle Schedule
                          Date                                      Location/Hostess        Time                            Lesson Leader           
Martha                         Thurs., Sept. 20,                  Shalom/Liz Wilson                     9:30am                       Mary Rodberg
 Dorcas                            Thurs., Sept. 20,                  Shalom/Deb Fardal                      1:30pm                       Ardelle Osnes 
Sarah                               Thurs., Sept. 20                  Lounge/Barb Johnson                         1:30pm                     Pott Van Auken
Rachel                    Thurs., Sept. 20                   Fellowship Hall/Marge Solberg          1:30pm                    Mary Rodberg

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 
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