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‘One Bread, One Body’

September 1, 10:00am
On the west lawn of the 
Methodist Church

Lutheran New York Broadway 
singer to help lead songs

 Much planning has 
gone into this special service 
with our two congregations, which will be at the Methodist 
Church at 10:00 am outdoors. Bring your own chairs! There 
will be a joint choir, joint songleading team, and instrumental 
group.
 Following worship we invite all to stay for a meal 
together inside the Methodist Church dining room. Meat will 
be grilled, and some have signed up to share in a variety of 
other dishes. Table service provided.
 Ben Allaway’s friend and writing collaborator 
Roosevelt “Roo” Credit will help lead several songs. A veteran 
performer in numerous Tony, Grammy and Oscar-winning 
Broadway and film projects (SHOWBOAT, THE GERSHWINS’ 
PORGY & BESS, TWELVE YEARS A SLAVE and many more), 
Roo is also a prominent Lutheran musician, serving a long 
tenure as soloist at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Manhattan, 
known as the Jazz Church, and has led worship at the General 
Assembly of the ELCA.
 Roo and his gospel choir Lapelle were recently the 
opening act of SOUL AT THE CENTER, a major celebration 
of African-American arts and music at Lincoln Center. He is 
currently collaborating with Ben Allaway on a musical on the 
life of Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. which also includes their 
connection with German reformer Martin Luther. You won’t 
want to miss singing Gospel-Style with Roosevelt André 
Credit! www.rooseveltacredit.com

Worship & Meal Together with 
United Methodist Church

Immanuel Family Night
A ‘kick-off’ evening of programming, worship, meal, games, 

activities, treats…

Evening Schedule:
4:30-6:30 Wednesday Meal – homemade pizza & ice cream

5:30 Promiseland Family Activities & Games – hopefully 
outside!

5:30 6th, 7th, 8th Confirmation, Shalom

5:30 Bell Choir – anyone interested may come and check it 
out; Ruth Melby, director

6:30 WORSHIP – will be held in the Fellowship Hall for this 
night

7:15 Adult Choir – anyone (high school & up) interested in 
singing, Ben Allaway, Director

                      may come to the Fireside Room

7:30 8th & 9th Confirmation Orientation w/Student & Parents, 
Shalom

7:30 High School Youth Group, Youth Room

“Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, 
what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothes… Do not be afraid, little flock, for your 
Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” Luke 
12:22, 32

An evening of ‘no worries’ following the theme, “Hakuna 
Matata”!

The Vital Agers will be having the Annual Indoor Picnic on Tuesday, September 10, at 11:30am 
in the Fellowship Hall. After a meal of maidrites and picnic side dishes, Joan Hansen will pres-

ent an entertaining and inspirational program.

There is no charge for the picnic, but the committee asks you to sign up on the Vital Agers’ 
bulletin board sign up sheet (outside the office) so we know how many to plan for.

Hope to see lots of people join us!
Mary Rodberg, Chair

Indoor Picnic
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BIBLE CAMPS – Mission Emphasis
NOISY OFFERINGS SEPT. 18 & 22

 September is the last month of Immanuel’s quarterly 
mission emphasis of Bible Camps. We are members of 
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp at Story City, and the Ingham/
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps at Wallingford/Milford areas.

 The financial gifts we give to Camps provides 
towards their everyday needs beyond camper’s registration 
to run the Camp and provide year-long opportunities for all 
ages.

 Immanuel had MANY youth attend the Camps this 
summer with our Endowment fund contributing $100 toward 
each of these camper’s registration!

 Camps have numerous adult opportunities that 
might interest you. For the most complete list, go to their 
websites: www.okoboji.org and www.riversideLBC.org. Fall 
Elderversity – Travel Camp – Women’s Day Away – Golf 
Classic – Women’s Retreat - & more.

 Camp could be a memorable experience for you 
adults just like the kids, check it out!

•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •     •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Members of the Mission and Outreach Board delivered items 
collected over the summer to Megan Gabriell, Waldorf University 
International Student Admissions Counselor and Coordinator. 
Pictured l to r: Megan Gabriell, Larry Rieffer, Jaci Thorson, Becky 
Stumme, Pøtt Van Auken, and Amy Thorson. When the Board 
heard of a need at Waldorf University for bedding and dorm 
room essentials specifically for International Students arriving on 
campus, they jumped at the opportunity to help and are grateful 
for Immanuel’s collective effort in making it happen. Thank you to 
all who donated as we “build community in the name and likeness 
of Jesus Christ.”

Our photography dates for our upcoming directory event is fast approaching. We need YOU 
to sign up if you haven’t yet. Our directory will allow us to connect names and faces and stay 

connected.
Photography times are still available: NEW DAY RECENTLY ADDED – TUESDAY, OCT. 1, 2-9PM

visit our website to see what is available and sign up now: www.immanuelfamily.com.
Can’t sign up online, call the church office (585-3152) and we can help.

Every family will receive a free 8x10 portrait and will have the opportunity to purchase additional 
portraits. Receive a $10 off coupon at check-in, and 20% discounts for seniors 60+, military & first 

responders. (Christmas card photo?!) You also will receive a printed and electronic copy of our 
directory.
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We are moving into a future that is 
unforeseeable and promised. In a recent 
funeral sermon I suggested that one way 
to get through grief is to keep looking and 
moving forward. The death of a loved one 
has a way of derailing us from our unrealized 
hopes and dreams. To keep looking and 
moving forward is to keep our eyes on Jesus 
who is always ahead of us preparing the way 
forward and preparing the future. Even though we are moving 
into a future that we cannot see, because we belong to Jesus, it is 
a promised future, and therefore we can move forward with hope 
and confidence.

In Jeremiah 29, God speaks to his people in exile saying, “11:For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 
These are words to a people who were moving into and uncertain 
and unforeseeable future and a people who belonged to God 
and trusted in the promised future. God reaffirms that future 
reminding the people that their future is wrapped up in their 
relationship with God. God continues, “12Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13When you 
search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 
14I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your 
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places 
where I have driven you,… and I will bring you back to the place 
from which I sent you into exile.” Their future is bright only in 
relationship to the one true God.

As I return from sabbatical we now once again move together 
as church family into a future that is both unforeseeable and 
yet promised. Our starting place for that promised future is in 
worship together meeting at the Lord’s table of grace and mercy. 
As of September 1, we’ll have been in relationship and ministry 
together for eleven years. While we can look back at how far 
we’ve come and at our accomplishments and our failures during 
that time, to be faithful we must keep looking and moving forward 
discerning and seeking the mission and ministry that God is 
preparing for us in this new season of life together. I take comfort 
in knowing that even though our future is unforeseeable God has 
made promises to us that whatever comes our way tomorrow, 
next year, or next decade God is with us; God is preparing the way 
forward; God has a plan for our life together; and God is actively 
seeking in that plan the welfare (shalom) of God’s people.

In chapter four of James’ letter to the church he writes, “Come 
now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making 
money.’14Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. 
What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while 

At what age do you think that you will be all grown up? Sixteen, 
when you can drive? Eighteen, when you can vote? How 
about twenty-one when you can legally drink alcohol? The 
responsibilities of driving, voting, and drinking have nothing to do 
with being grown up. They are only markers of age and passages 
into which you will have to make decisions for yourself about 
how to live your life within those responsibilities. Here’s a funny 
thought: perhaps you won’t be grown up until you are ninety or 
one hundred years old?

Many of you may reach your full physical growth by your sixteenth 
birthday. But physical growth is only one aspect of being grown 
up.  There are other attributes to growing up such as behavioral, 
mental, social, and spiritual maturity. In these aspects we are 
never fully grown up because God’s gift to us is that we can 
continue to learn and grow and deepen our knowledge and 
capacity in these areas throughout our lives.

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippians says, “6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Paul is 
reminding us that in Baptism God began a good work in us, and 
he’s suggesting that we will not be fully spiritually grown up until 
that day when we meet Jesus face to face. This may seem like a 
very slow process and it is in that it will take our whole life to grow 
up spiritually. The good news in that however is that we get to 
keep growing year by year more deeply in Jesus. 

I hope Promiseland (pre-school thru 5th graders) and 
Confirmation (6th grade thru 10th) will be one part of your growth 
process this year and I pray that the relationships you form there 
will also help you grow up in your spiritual life with Jesus.

Crossed in Christ,
Pastor Rod

Letter from Pastor Rod

Immanuel Kids
All Grown Up

Looking & Moving Together 
Towards Jesus

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and then vanishes.15Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, 
we will live and do this or that.’ James reminds us that our future 
is unforeseeable, and he reminds us that it is also promised – not 
a future in this life – but a future with God. 

1 Peter 1:3-43 reads, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.”

 What a God! What a promise! What a future! I’m blessed to walk 
together with you into the future as servants of God. Let’s keep 
our eyes on Jesus, and let us keep looking and moving together 
toward Him.

Peace and Joy,
Pastor Rod



Treasurer's Report
Immanuel Lutheran Church

FY July 2019
July Monthly Year-to-date Annual Percent of July YTD

Actual 2019 Budget Actual Budget YTD Budget  Actual 2018  Actual 2018
Income 58.33%
Regular Offerings & Envelopes 38,383.89 43,776.17 272,234.77       525,314.00 51.8% 48,069.88 263,106.96
Other Income 10,899.46 5,025.00 36,428.08         60,300.00 60.4% 15,014.80 61,690.30

Total Income 49,283.35 48,801.17 308,662.85 585,614.00 52.7% 63,084.68 324,797.26

Expense  
Staff Support 27,822.22 30,076.42 206,071.34       360,917.00 57.1% 28,507.83 201,242.70
Administration 7,334.56 10,736.50 66,703.39         128,838.00 51.8% 17,487.80 85,496.75
Ministry Areas 5,472.58 7,988.25 51,098.41         95,859.00 53.3% 5,814.58 62,017.39           
Loan re-payment/contingency 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 -5,000.00
    

Total Expenses 40,629.36 48,801.17 323,873.14 585,614.00 55.3% 51,810.21 343,756.84

Income Less Expense $8,653.99 0.00 ($15,210.29) 0.00 $11,274.47 ($18,959.58)

Prepared by Cindi 8/22/2019 Page 1

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   — 

“What a wonderful phrase Hakuna Matata! Ain’t no passing craze! It means no worries, for the rest of your 
days. It’s our problem-free philosophy, Hakuna Matata!” 

 Any of those words sound familiar to you? I grew up with those words when the movie, The Lion King, 
entered theatres. We had the soundtrack and played that audio cassette repeatedly. The words became 
engrained in my mind, and they still pop out on occasion. But never did I imagine these words getting a boost 
from the Lion King entering theatres once again. This past summer the Lion King was remade by Disney, 
maybe you saw it or at least heard this was happening? And with the movie came those “Hakuna Matata”, in 

music, on posters, on towels, on t-shirts, and of course stuck in our minds. 

 Disney is not far off about what Hakuna Matata means. Hakuna means, “there is no/there are no” and Matata means, 
“troubles” or “problems”.

 This year for Immanuel Family night the focus is on Hakuna Matata. It’s a mix of the Lion King, and what scriptures may 
have to say about certain scenes of the movie. For example, the scene about Simba being lifted up at the beginning of the movie 
and having a mark placed on his head reminds us a bout our Baptism and the promise of being sealed with the Cross of Christ 
forever! Simba was marked and sealed with the promise of someday being king, even after he ran away he was still king. There 
are other scenes of the movie that tie well into scripture so come check it out on September 11th, when our program year kicks 
off.

 But Hakuna Matata goes beyond Immanuel Family night. It may seem like a simple phrase, but could it be the phrase 
we need to hear in today’s world? There is so much to be worried about, and I hear often about people worrying about one 
thing or another. So what’s something we can hear that gives us hope, don’t worry. Luke 12:22,32 says, “Then Jesus said to his 
disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothes….“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 
the kingdom.” Now worries, because through Christ alone you have been saved, he paid it all, so you don’t have to. Don’t worry 
Jesus is with you and has paid it all. But, if we are not to worry, why worry about those around us? Maybe the word around our 
neighbors shouldn’t be worry, but instead love. Because we don’t need to worry, we are freed from the worry, and freed for loving 
one another. How else can others know Hakuna Matata, know Jesus and the worry-free life in front of them, without the help of us 
loving one another so they too can see Jesus at work in their lives. What does that look like for you? Don’t worry about it but think 
about it this month.

 Peace and Hakuna Matata to you, through Christ alone!

See you in worship.

 Pastor Zech Anderson

Hakuna Matata

Treasury’s Report | Immanuel Lutheran Church
FY July 2019

* borrowed $5,000 in June 2018 from contingency fund
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Mission and Outreach
Sharen Rieffer

The Mission and Outreach Board met Wednesday, August 14, 2019.  
Members present were Jaci Thorson, Amy Thorson, Becky Stumme, 
Ken Korth, Larry Rieffer, Nic Determann and Sharen Rieffer. 
Devotions were given by Ken Korth.

The Board reported on the delivery of items to Waldorf University’s 
International Student Coordinator, Megan Gabriell, to be dispersed 
to Waldorf International Students. It was reported there will be 70 
international students on campus this summer and items collected 
(bowls, utensils, dishcloths, bedding, blankets, etc.) will be a 
huge help to them as they arrive on campus. We also discussed 
additional ways to be of service to students at Waldorf, particularly 
the international students who don’t have means of transportation 
or access to the dining hall during extended breaks and holidays. 
Those conversations remain ongoing.

Our board will serve coffee and camp-themed treats on Sunday, 
August 25th with the money collected going towards Camps. The 
total funds so far collected for camps is $264. We will have noisy 
offerings to support this cause September 18 and 22 as well.

Jaci reported the amount raised for Missionary support is $1233.72 
plus additional Lent offerings to bring our total to somewhere in the 
$3K range. Our annual commitment/goal is $5K.  Our new missionary 
is Karen Anderson from Chile.

Ken is looking into funds from the former Stop Hunger campaign 
and whether we have any input on where those leftover funds are 
assigned.

Trustees
Bink Keller

The Board of Trustees met on August 12, 2019. 

In July Financials showed income of $49,283.35 and expenses of 
$40,629.36 with $8,653.99 income less expenses. YTD Income/
Expense is ($15,210.29) compared to ($18,959.58) YTD in 2018.

Endowment:  Nothing presented.  

Property Committee: 2 new chairs and desk were approved for Pastor 
Rod’s office for $756 plus tax. HFLC will have one pipe installed for 
Radon Mitigation for $1,250.

Personnel Committee: 3 policies were reviewed with minor change 
of wording to one.

New Business: HFLC savings is $3,243.75. Future options will be 
discussed for the HFLC. Jen and Bink along with at least one board 
member will serve on a task force team.

With Krista stepping down from children’s education, Natasha will 
have full responsibilities. The previous combined annual salary 
starting in September of $9,280 will go to 9,465.60 to pick up the 
January increase.

Old Business: No old business.

Parish Council 
Alice Lewellen

Immanuel’s Council met August 12 with all members and both 
pastors present.

Pastor Zech reported that plans are being finalized for our Joint 
Service with the Methodists which will take place September 1.

Pastor Hopp thanked the Council for his Sabbatical and is anxious 
to get back to work.

We are searching for a Youth Worker as well as a Finance Director 
and may interview a prospective intern candidate who is currently a 
first year Seminary student.

President Buffington is going to apply for a WCDA Grant to help with 
costs for a new Sound System.

Rally Day for Promiseland will be September 11.

The Block Party for International Students will be held on August 29.

Parish Life 
Melanie Westerberg

The BPL met on Tues., August 13th. Our focus was to finalize the 
Waldorf block party which is set for Thursday Aug. 29th at 5:30.

We have organized the food items and preparation but are looking 
for lots of donations of chips, bars, and watermelon to help feed 
everyone. We also would appreciate extra help serving and or 
cleaning up on the 29th as well.

Board of Education
Tasha Banta

August 13 meeting began at 4:32pm with Devotions.

New member Hilary Zrostlik was introduced to the Board.

Immanuel Family Kickoff events were discussed. Tasha and Pastor 
Zech will finalize details and BOE will run stations.

1st-5th Grade Wednesday Promiseland curriculum changes were 
laid out and approved. Currently looking for an Art/Cooking workshop 
leader. 

3yr old -Kindergarten curriculum change was discussed and 
approved. 

Board of Education goals for 2019/2020 year were discussed. Board 
will stay ahead of events to ensure ample time for changes and 
coordination. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:40. Next meeting scheduled for September 
10 at 4:30pm

Board notes
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Tasha Banta 

 Welcome back to 
Promiseland to those families who 
have been with us before and 
Welcome to new families joining us 
this year! We have some exciting 
things coming up, including some 
changes to our Wednesday night 
program! 

 First, I want to invite you 
to Immanuel Family Kickoff Night 
on Wednesday, September 11th! Our theme this year is 
“Hakuna Matata”, it means No Worries! There will be a free 
meal of homemade pizza starting at 4:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall followed by Safari games, activities and treats from 
5:30 – 6:25. Worship will follow at 6:30pm. I hope you 
can all join us for some fun, getting to know each other 
before classes begin. Sunday and Wednesday families are 
encouraged to join in! 

 Our Sunday program has been using a rotational 
curriculum from Spark for the past several years, and 
we have decided to transfer this program over to our 
Wednesday night 1st – 5th graders! Your child/ren will now 
study each Bible story for 4 weeks and will rotate weekly 
to a different workshop where they will explore the story 
in different ways. The workshops include Art & Cooking, 
Games, Video, Drama and Bible class! We hope this 
setting will help them remember the stories and the lessons 
we learn from them and also help with learning some of 
the basics that Sunday School is meant to teach like how 
to use the Bible, learn the 10 Commandments and Lord’s 
Prayer and what God’s love and grace means for each and 
every one of us! Twice in the year, your child will participate 
in a drama in Worship. They will narrate and act out the 
story they have studied for four weeks. This is meant 
to be fun for the kids and to share with the parents and 
congregation all they have learned. 

Our younger children (3yrs – Kindergarten) will be studying 
bible lessons in a classroom setting as they have been 
doing, but the curriculum is changing from Spark to one 
called HeartShaper. This program follows the same 
4-week rotation, breaking down each story into 4 parts. For 
instance, the Creation story is broken down into 4 weeks, 
focusing on the Sky and Earth, Fish and Birds, Animals and 
People. They will sing songs with actions, use visuals like 
puppets, join in a Wonder Center and do Bible activities! 
We hope this more interactive curriculum keeps them 
engaged and helps them learn the well-known stories of 
the Bible before they get into the deeper stories. 

Our Sunday Promiseland program will continue with the 
Spark Rotational setting, meeting at 10:30am each Sunday 
after Worship. We have an awesome group of kids that 
gather on Sundays to sing, study and play all in the name 
of Jesus! 

My hope for your children is that they enjoy coming to 
Promiseland and grow in their relationship with Jesus! 
I pray that you, as parents and guardians, talk to your 

Promiseland

—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   
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kids about what they are learning in Sunday School 
and make Jesus a priority in your lives! A man once 
said, “Adults teach children in three important ways: 
The first by example, the second is by example, the 
third is by example.” Kids adore their parents and, even 
more important than words, a parent’s actions highly 
influence them. I encourage you to come to special events 
and Worship, share that time with your kids! We want 
Promiseland to be a place filled with love and laughter, 
a place where kids are comfortable and happy to be, a 
place that adds to all you teach them at home about the 
One who has given them life on Earth and the promise of 
Everlasting Life with Him. 

I look forward to an awesome year here at Immanuel! 

In Christ,

Tasha

Music at Immanuel This Fall 
Music is a big part of life at Immanuel!  If you have never 
participated in one of our music groups, you might like to 
consider giving one a try… Call music director Ben Allaway 
at 515-720-1038 or email to benlmnop@aoil.com, or call 
the church office at 585-3152 for more information.

Song Leaders are singers in groups of two who lead 
singing Sunday morning and Wednesday night.

Hand Bell Choir is led by Ruth Melby, rehearsing 
Wednesdays at 5:30 and play once per month at services. 
Subs needed!  Consider being on the sub list to fill in when 
members have to be gone.

Worship Bands and Instrumental Ensembles-- 
New musicians are always welcome for Sundays and 
Wednesdays. Sunday blends traditional, contemporary 
and global folk music, so all instruments are welcome. 
Wednesday night is a rock band format, so if that is your 
main thing, this is the group for you!

Chancel Choir has a long tradition of great singing, and 
this continues with director Ben Allaway, former conductor 
of the Waldorf College Choir. They sing three Sundays per 
month, and rehearse Wednesdays at 7:15 pm. In addition 
to a wide variety of anthems for Sundays and the larger 
festival services, the prepare a cantata each year with 
soloists and narration.

Children’s Music is part of our education program called 
Promiseland, active both Sunday morning and Wednesday 
evening. Talk with Tasha Banta at 585-3152 for more 
information.

NEW THIS FALL:

Drum Circle! This new ensemble for hand drumming 
requires no musical experience necessary! Rehearsal 
times will vary.  First meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 15 at 
10:30 following worship. Open to all children and adults.



 

 
 

Promiseland Superstar  
Reading Contest 

The Promiseland Superstar Reading Contest will again be held 
for the 2019-2020 school year.  We will start recording books & 
DVDs that are check out on Sept 18th.  The contest will again 
run until April 2020.  The rules are the same as last year: 

1. One point for each book or DVD 
2. Points are only earned when checked out material is 

RETURNED 
3. The library committee will keep track of each child’s 

points 
4. There will be prizes awarded on Dec 18th for each child 

who has 3 or more points 
5. The contest will end on April 15th.   Prizes will be awarded 

April 29th for each child who has a total of 7 or more 
points along with the Grand prizes 

6. There will be four grand prizes awarded at the end of the 
contest for the most points earn in each age group 

Age Groups: 
3 and 4 years olds 
K and 1st graders 
2nd and 3rd graders 
4th and 5th graders 

 
Remember that everyone can check out material from the 
library whenever the church is open, not just our children and 
not just members of Immanuel.  EVERYONE!!!!  
Stop by and check out all the new material to read and watch 
during the cool fall nights. 
 

 

New Large Print Books 
Shelter 
By Robin Merrill 

She begged God to rescue her.  He said, “Go.”   So she headed 
out into the blizzard. In a car that wasn’t exactly hers, with a 
dog who wasn’t exactly a rat terrier, she drove. Until she ran 
out of gas in the small Maine town of Mattawooptock. 
Mattawoopwhat? What on earth is God thinking?  

But it is there, in a weird little bathroom in a weird little church 
in a weird little town that Maggie Hansen finds herself. And as 
God would have it, she finds a lot more than that. 

You will love this book because it will warm your heart. You can 
find it on the shelves with the other Large Print Books. 
   
     

 The Whistle Blower 
Wing and a Prayer Mysteries Series 

By Robin Merrill 
Bad guys beware: There's a soccer mom on your trail. As a 
work-at-home-mom Sandra's life is a whirlwind of activity. So, 
why's she so bored?  When a referee drops dead during her 
son's soccer game, and a short man claiming to be an angel 
asks her to help investigate--suddenly, her life's not so boring 
anymore. 

The angel (is he really an angel?) tells her to go undercover as 
a soccer referee, which, of course, is ridiculous. She hasn't run 
anywhere since high school.  But Sandra will find out she is still 
capable of far more than she thought--with a little help from 
above.                                                              All reviews taken from Amazon.com 

Story Hour in Review 
Story Hour was BLESSED and a BLESSING again this 
year!   A Big Thank you to all the faithful dedicated 
volunteers who made Story Hour so fun and loving for 
the children: Joan Langerud, Leah Boyd, Joan Beebe, 
Suzi Falch Yi, Bev Retland, Dona Paulson, Allison 
Moore, Melanie Espeland, Nathaniel Schmidt, Marci 
Hanson, Kari Woolridge, Maddie Benson, Carter 
Benson, Allison Strommen, Diane Lovick, Linda 
Hinkley, and Kyra Strommen. Because of each of you, 
2019 Story Hour was a huge success with Jesus’ Love 
shared with all the children each week.       

 

  e Rivers 

 

Library 
News 
Sept 
2019 
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•   •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •    •   

Dates to remember:
Monday, Sept. 16, 2-4 p.m.                   Prayer Shawl Ministry, Shalom

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 1 p.m.                      LWR Quilting Do Day, Fellowship Hall

September Laundry                               Carolynn Korth

September Sunday Coffee                    Do Day Service Group

Immanuel Women of the ELCA 
Quarterly Treasurer’s Report 

(April-June) 
Income

Worship & Project Offerings                          $   711.11
Funerals Served                                                   650.00
Sunday Coffee Hour                                             180.91
Do Day Donations                                                540.00
Total                                                                $2,081.91

Expenses
Bill’s Family Foods                                           $   183.03
Do Day Supplies & Expenses                                405.40
Quarterly WELCA Offering                                    75.00
Total Expenses                                                $   663.43

Karen Gustafson, WELCA Treasurer

 August was a month full of relatives coming through our town. We confirmed dates of each family’s arrival, length of stay, and activities 
while here. I organized the month like a hotel clerk, using a chart to schedule rooms and meals. August arrived and everything seemed to be 
great. Then at the end of July our sons told us they and their families were coming to renovate our carport into a garage and considerable 
demo-rebuilding would be done – in August – and their families were coming for a couple of long weekends. A sister-in-law came with two 
nieces we had not seen for more than 10 years; my nephew, not seen for over 10 years and his family I had not met, arrived; my husband’s 
cousin he had not seen for 61 years came; the sister-in-law came again with her husband, stayed overnight and returned for 4 days on their way 
back home. We had family from CA, TX, MI, AR, and CO during August but not all at the same time. During this time, 4 sons and their families 
were here, building and changing our garage, working among and around the many relatives. After worrying about beds, showers, meals, and 
activities, it was exciting and fun, with tears, laughter, and hugs. Our sons’ families were happy to see all these relatives. I was surprised at how 
capable, helpful and adaptable the younger generation was as they helped clean, cook, and organize activities. I enjoyed every day with this 
extended family, all eager to see us after many years. We shared stories of our life and memories so they could build on the foundations of their 
families. Especially, we realized how much they loved and respected us, the oldest generation of their family. We stopped our busyness and held 
hands to pray, I was at peace knowing this long-extended family would become ever better than we thought we were. And so, we learned that 
Ole begat Ole (Jr.), who begat Nils (Nels), who begat Peter, who begat Ellsworth, who begat Helen, who begat Lowell, who begat Mark, who 
begat Brandon, who begat Boy soon to be born! We are all one family. We are known as the generations of Ole Olson, born and died in Norway, 
Europe, immigrated to America. This family is a long line of Norwegians!
 I’ve been a member of the family of Immanuel Lutheran Church for 51 years. I enjoy spending time with the Immanuel family; I welcome 
each new member who becomes part of this family. I am happy when little members are born into this family. I like to share stories of situations 
and people from early days of Immanuel family. I like to listen to hymns and liturgy of earlier times. I want to hear about building projects, 
struggles, growth times and lean times. I’ve heard about some miracles among us. I like to study mergers when the family added diversity of 
nationality and color. When our Immanuel family gathers, we commune, sing, praise, and pray together. We clean cook, teach, knit, and work 
together. We play, laugh, cry, and care for the others. And, we accept and love each other. This family is a long line of Lutherans!
 I’ve been a member of the family of God since baptism. Our first father, Adam, begat Abel, and on and on through Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, David, to Jesus Christ. My family of God includes prophets, kings, strong women, little children. We added different cultures, nationalities, 
even people totally unlike the original. I was from the group called Gentile and when I was baptized I became a true family member. As a family 
member, I am called to care for my family members, teach them about our origins, uplift and support them. When I see that someone in this 
family needs food clothes, or extra care and love, I must share what I have. In fact I am instructed to do the same to a stranger or someone I do 
not like. That is sometimes difficult but we are family and this is what family does. Our Father, who is wise, asks me to go even further. I must 
do the same for my enemy. But, when I do, I am awed at how much more I receive than I gave. Being a member of this family means a pleasant 
surprise every day. I feel safe, secure, and loved in this family.
 So, maybe you are in A LONG LINE OF NORWEGIANS, …since you are part of A LONG LINE OF LUTHERANS, and especially, because 
you belong to A LONG LINE OF GOD’S FAMILY, … you are Royalty!
 But please don’t tell me you are coming to stay a few days at my house, August is over!

A Long Line of Norwegians
Marge Solberg

September Circle Schedule
Thursday, Sept. 19                  Location/Hostess                     Lesson Leader
9:30 a.m. Martha                    Shalom/Liz Wilson                    Sherrie Sesker
1:30 p.m. Sarah                      Lounge/Miriam Rogness         Joyce Kasper
1:30 p.m. Rachel                    Shalom/JoAnn Bartleson         Marge Solberg
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Gift of Pork Loins
—   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   —   

Wednesday meal served July 17 was sponsored 
by a $250 Thrivent Action Grantv

Wednesday Night Meals
 Have 
you ever come 
for supper on 
Wednesday 
evening?  If you 
haven’t come or 
haven’t come 
for some time, 
please come and 
eat with us!  If 
you are coming 
to eat with us, 
thank you.  We 
do enjoy feeding you and 
seeing you!

 The Wednesday night meal program is funded in a few 
different ways.  First of all, the Church Council does set aside a 
budgeted amount each year to support the meal program.  We 
also have a donation box available for those that want to support 
it when they come to eat.  We purchase a lot of food product 
from the Food Bank of Iowa at a very low cost.  We have also been 
using Thrivent dollars which have been extremely helpful with this 
program particularly over the past year.  Several members of our 
congregation have applied for an Action Grant which results in 
$250 to help sponsor a meal.  The Western Iowa Synod also has a 
grant available and with our application this spring, we received 
$300 towards our program.  If you are a Thrivent member we 
would love for you to consider applying for an Action Grant to 
support the meal.  Jaci in the office can help you as well as Kathy 
McEnelly.

 It has been interesting to see how people respond to new 
menu choices.  The favorite and most requested meal is maid-rites.  
Also popular are the “build-your-own” meals, like hot dog bar, taco 
bar, spaghetti bar, sandwich bar and chef salad bar.
 Several people routinely help to prep, serve and clean-
up for the meals.  They include:  Mary Paulsen, Tina Berg, Barb & 
Jim Braun, Virgene Hockenson, and Maddy Koenig.  Their help is 
essential to pull this off!  If you would like to help at any time (even 
periodically or once), contact Dawn or Jaci at the church.  It’s so 
gratifying to feed people a good meal and watch the fellowship 
that happens every Wednesday evening as people eat together and 
visit.
Thank you for your support!         Dawn Craig & Kathy McEnelly

Dear Immanuel family,
I usually write you every month to update you about the great 
things happening here on campus but I write to inform you of my 
departure from Waldorf. My last day was August 2nd and I would 
like to thank the Immanuel family for your role in shaping who I 
am today, both personally and professionally. 
Since arriving to Forest City in 2010 as a student, I have benefited 
from the incredible support and encouragement from the Waldorf 
and Immanuel community. I hope that the time that I have served 
on staff serves as a testament to how much I value the Waldorf 
mission and the Lutheran tradition that Immanuel has had a 
central role in preserving and reviving through the incredible 
support of my position and campus ministry. Not many people 
get the chance that I have had, but I will always be grateful for the 
space that I was given as student to better understand my calling 
and my gifts and then the priceless opportunity that I was given to 
serve on staff. 
I will continue my work with campus ministry at the Lutheran 
Episcopal LCM at San Diego State University this fall and plan 
on taking the many ways that I have been shaped here with me. 
During the transition process, our amazing team of student peer 
ministers have agreed to continue with the work we have done, 
so I ask that you continue to encourage them with the financial, 
spiritual and community-wide support that Immanuel has always 
provided. I have made arrangements so that campus ministry 
updates will still be available each month in the newsletter so keep 
an eye out there.
These last 9 years have been remarkable and I will definitely be 
taking the many memorable moments that I have had at Waldorf 
and at Immanuel with me as I continue my journey. Again, my 
success here has been a direct result of the love and support that I 
found here many miles from home so I would like to give a special 
shout out to the Slater’s, Beebe’s, Hopp’s, Buffington’s and the 
many committees that meet to support campus ministry. 
Until we meet again,
Antoine Cummins
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I hope everyone enjoyed their 
summer. I’m looking forward 
to seeing everyone back on 

Wednesday nights. Stop by to say 
‘hello’ any time.

God bless,
Dawn Craig, Hospitality Specialist

Wednesday’s
September

Menus

*THANK YOU to the Deb & Jeff Hansen Foundation and their effort 
to “Haul Out Hunger” across rural Iowa with Iowa Select Farms. 
In six days Iowa Select Farms employees delivered 1,022 cases 
of pork loins. Immanuel’s Wednesday Meals was the recipient 
of 2 cases (12, 5# boneless pork loins per case) to be used for 

upcoming meals.

Free meal served 4:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome 
each Wednesday for a tasty, homecooked meal as well as fellowship time!

Sept. 4             Hot ham sandwiches, peas & carrots, raspberry jello w/fruit
Sept. 11          Homemade pizza, ice cream
Sept. 18           Chicken sandwich, chips, corn, German chocolate cake
Sept. 25           Spaghetti, lettuce salad, strawberry fluff

2018-19 Waldorf Campus Ministry Team with Pastor Rod



Altar Guild
Sept. 1.............................................(service w/Methodist) Marla Betz
Sept. 8................................................................................Mary Lund
Sept. 15.............................................................................Judy Utech
Sept. 22...........................................................................Jean Yeager
Sept. 29......................................................................Kathy Leuwerke

Assisting Ministers
Sept. 1...............................................................(service w/Methodist)
Sept. 8............................................................................Carolyn Price
Sept. 15..........................................................................Joan Hansen
Sept. 22............................................................................Dave Melby
Sept. 29.....................................................................Dave Readinger

Scripture Readers

Sept. 1...............................................................(service w/Methodist) 
Sept. 8...............................................................................Julie Damm
Sept. 15.........................................................................Kay Sorensen
Sept. 22..............................................................................Marla Betz
Sept. 29........................................................................Mary Kingland

Communion Set Up
Sept. 1.............................................(service w/Methodist) Ruth Melby
Sept. 8...............................................................................Ellen Olson
Sept. 15........................................................................Sue Moklestad

Sept. 22.................................................................Kathy Bendickson
Sept. 29............................................................................Alice Jones

Communion Servers
Sept. 1..............................................................(service w/Methodist)
Sept. 8................................................Marlene Faircloth, Julie Damm
Sept. 15...................................................Joan Beebe, Carolyn Korth
Sept. 22................................................................Dick & Vera Hynes
Sept. 29................................................Joan Hansen, Mary Kingland

Song Leaders 

Sept. 1..............................................................(service w/Methodist)
Sept. 8..........................................................................Kathy Jerome
Sept. 15.............................................................Mary & Joy Newcom
Sept. 22.........................................................................Jaci Thorson
Sept. 29...........................................................................

Sound Techs

Offering Counters

Betty Olson, Betty Soderling, Mary Farland, Ellen Olson, Marj 
Anderson

Ushers
Paul Jensen, Jim Bowman, Jim Lund

Volunteer September 2019

Blessings & Prayers
Baptisms
Aug. 4       Jace Daniel, adopted son of Karl & Kari Wooldridge
Aug. 18 Brody Dustin, Mila Mary, and Ellie Katelyn, children of Dusty &  
 Amy Abels

Prayers 

Kent & Connie Thompson, Allison Strommen, Kelli Thompson, Brooke Dennis, 
and families in the loss of Kent’s father/grandfather Richard Thompson of 
Forest City and  Connie’s mother/grandmother Mavis Johnson of Hartley

Family & friends in the loss of Michael Wright of Faribault, MN (formerly FC)

Tori & Ryan Eastvold and family in the loss of Tori’s grandmother Eunice 
Bendickson of Northwood

Family and friends in the loss of Ione Nelson of Forest City

Kelli & Matt Welp, MaKenna, Brayden, Brinley, and family in the loss of Kelli’s 
father/grandfather Gary Olson of Britt

Dave & Dawn Rutt and family in the loss of Dave’s brother, John Rutt of Des 
Moines

Tammy & Tom Larson, Amanda & Ally, and family in the loss of Tammy’s 
mother/grandmother Bonnie Scheibel of Forest City

Family & friends in the loss of Roger Lunning of Forest City.

Family & Friends in the loss of Mavis Ann Rasmussen of Forest City.

Flowers available for these Sundays: (cost is $44)
Sept. 22, 29
Oct. 13, 20, 27
Nov. 10, 17

Radio broadcasts available for these Sundays: (cost is 
$100)

Sept. 15, 22, 29
Oct. 6, 13
Nov. 10
Dec. 8, 29

Sunday broadcasts are played each Sunday at 11am 
over KIOW, 107.3 FM.

Flowers 
& 

Broadcasts
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Calendar Template © calendarlabs.com 

September 2019 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10am- Outdoor Worship w/ 
Methodist, W lawn of UMC 
‘One bread, One Body’  
11am – Potluck Meal, 
w/Methodist, UMC Dining 
Room 
 
 

2 
LABOR DAY – Church office 
closed.  

3 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
5pm – Parish Life Board, 
lounge 
 

4 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal 
served, FH 
5:30pm- 6, 7, 8 Confirmation 
Orientation, Sanctuary, Bell 
Choir 
6:30pm- Promiseland Teacher 
Training, Lounge. Choir 

5 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 

 

6 
 

7 
9am- Parsonage Painting 
& Staining 
 

8 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee 
fellowship, FH 
10:30am - Promiseland 

 
 

9 
5:30pm- Trustees 
kitchenette 
6:30pm- Council, 
Reformation room 

 
 

10 
11:30pm- Vital Agers’ 
Indoor Picnic, FH 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
4:30pm – Education 
Board, Kitchenette 
 

11 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal 
served, FH 
4:45pm- M&O, Lounge 
5:30pm- IMMANUEL FAMILY 
NIGHT/ bells 
6:30pm- WORSHIP -FH 
7:15pm- Choir 
7:30pm – HS Youth/9-10 
Confirmation Orientation, 
Shalom 

12 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
10:30am Good Sam 
Communion Service 
630pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 

 

13 
2-9pm- LIFETOUCH 
PHOTO DAY, Large 
group room 

14 
10am-5pm- LIFETOUCH 
PHOTO DAY 

15 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee 
fellowship, FH 
10:30am -Promiseland 
/Parents’ Meeting, 
Lounge 
10:30am- Drum line 
meeting 

16 
2-4pm- Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Shalom 
 
 

17 
2pm- Intercessor Prayer 
Group, Prayer Room 
2-9pm- LIFETOUCH PHOTO 
DAY 
2:30pm- Forest Plaza 
Communion Service 
6:30pm- Cub Scout Pack 
Meeting, FH 

 

18 
2-9pm- LIFETOUCH PHOTO DAY 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal 
served, FH 
5:30pm- 6-8 Confirmation/ 
Promiseland/Parents’ Meeting, 
Lounge/Bells Choir 
6:30pm- Worship, noisy offering for 
camps 
7:15pm- Choir 
7:30pm – HS Youth/9-10 
Confirmation 

19  
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
Study, Lounge 
9:30am- Martha Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Rachel Circle, 
Shalom 
1:30pm- Sarah Circle, 
Lounge 

 

20 
OCTOBER MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

21 

22 
9:15am- Worship, noisy 
offering for camps 
10:15am- Coffee fellowship, 
FH 
10:30am – Promiseland 

23 24 
1pm- LWR Quilting Do 
Day, FH 
5-7pm- Discover Girl Scouts, 
Shalom 

25 
4:30-6:30pm- Community Meal, FH 
5:30pm- 6-8 Confirmation 
/Promiseland/Bells  
6:30pm- Worship 
7:15pm- Choir 
7:30pm – HS Youth/9-10 
Confirmation 

 

26 
8:30am- Women’s Bible 
study, Lounge 
630pm- Good Grief 
Group, Lounge 

 

27 
 

28 

29 
9:15am- Worship 
10:15am- Coffee 
fellowship, FH 
10:30am – Promiseland 

30 
 
 

Oct. 1 
2-9pm- LIFETOUCH 
PHOTO DAY 
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MISSION STATEMENT

Building community in the

Name and likeness of

Jesus Christ.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays – 9:15am

Wednesdays – 6:30pm

 OFFICE HOURS

M-F 8am – 5 pm

TELEPHONE
641-585-3152
Website: 
www.immanuelfamily.com     
Facebook pages:
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Immanuel Lutheran Church Library

Staff:      
  Rev. Rod Hopp – Senior Pastor   
      pastorrod@immanuelfamily.com   
      home: 641-581-2150    
  Rev. Zech Anderson-Associate Pastor 
      zanderson001@immanuelfamily.com
      parsonage home: 641-585-3501
  Mike Oleson-Property Manager
      mike@immanuelfamily.com
  Cindi Lehmann-Finance   
      cindi@immanuelfamily.com 
  Jaci Thorson-Administrative Assistant  
      jaci@immanuelfamily.com   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436

President: Andy Buffingon

Vice-President: Daryl Krieger 

Treasurer: Kathy Leuwerke

Secretary: Alice Lewellen 

Representatives: Joan Beebe, Nic Determann, 
Linda Ferjak, Marcy Hanson, Linda Holland, 
Heather Johnson, Daryl Krieger, Amy 
Thorson, Melanie Westerberg

  Tasha Banta-Children’s Ed        
      ChildrensEd@immanuelfamily.com  
  Ben Allaway-Worship & Music
      worshipandmusic@immanuelfamily.com   
  Dawn Craig-Hospitality Specialist  
      dawncraig1211@gmail.com    

246 South Clark Street, Forest City, IA 50436
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST


